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1 Time periods used by the Maya
i) The Maya system lavoured a Montl consisting of 20 days where each
day had its own name, for example Imix'.

i) Eachdayalsocarrieda Prefir Number ranging from 113, for example
6 Imix.

i) The choice of these two sequences meant that any particular day
number /name combination could not recur untl the 250 day
number /name combinations (1320 had each i turn subsisted and
passed.

The Maya name far this 260 Dy Period veas Trolkin, hawever the Azioc
relorred to it as the Tonalamatl; the ‘Sacred Year'

Iishereby noted thatalthough this 60-day period was o the greatest
importance, in regard to the prophesying of events and omens for the
Maya,fespeciall in the Coden it s raely represented in the nscriptions
i the recordings of long periods o time; Baktuns, Katuns, Tuns, Uinals
and Kins being preferred instead. The scientifc importarce follows on
P 284, where we note that 260 days is the most important solar period; a
product of the rofational solar variables of 37 and 26 days.

(22) i
T o v =
z EN—1
PRCRE s YT
fe— a0 B2
et BB il
P A . st o . o

F. —

Appendix 7 277

By

e i e g

Figue AT





index-37_1.jpg
54 The Mayan Prophecies

plotthebehaviour and interactions of the three magnetic variables
involved in the Farth's rofation around the sun. This had never
before been successfully accomplished owing o the complexities
of the equations involved in synthesizing the three changing
variables: the sun's polar field (37 days), its equalorial field (26
days) and the Farth's orbital velocity around the sun (363 25 days).

o simplify matters, he used an equation based on snashots of
the sun’s and the Earth's combined magretic field every 87.4545
days. This was done because every §7.4545 days the sun's polar
and equatorial felds completea mutual cycle and, as it were, come.
back to zero. The compuler plugged away at ifs sums for several
hours before eventually spewing forth its vital data in the form of
a greph. What came out was sensational. In a long printout of
jagged peaks and troughs, looking like some erratic heartbeat, a
rhythmic ycle could clearly bescen. This graph of interaction had
the fingerprints of whatever it is that drives sunspots—for what
could clearly be traced was an 11.49-year cycle marking periods
ofintenseactivity. This, however, was not everything, There were
clearly other cycles implied by the graphs, spanning much longer

periods of fime.

Tong days of the sun

Cotterell pored over the computer printout for months, unravel-
ling what was to tur out to be his most important discovery to
date. The data, in its raw state, represented the relative angles of
the sun’s and Farth's magnetic fields taken as snapshots at
87.4545-day intervals. However, it was atfirst far from clear what
the graph meant.

The visual record of sunspots as seen by astronomers seems to
point to a cycle of 111 years, Cotterell was now able to find
evidence for this cycle in his computer-generated data. Each
87.4543-day portion of time e now, for simplicity’s sake, called a
bit. A period of 8 of these bits, or 8  §7.4545 days (ie almost 700
days) seemed tobe very sigaificant; this he now called a nricrucycle.
Sixof these microcycles (ie 48 bits) madea longer cycle of 1149299
years. This was uncannily similac o theaverage observed sunspot

A New Solar Astrology 53

yeleof 11.1 years. At last he scemed to be finding the correlation
for which he had been sceking.

Looking more closely at the data he noticed that there was
cycle of 781 bits of time before the graph repeated itself. This
period 0f68,302days (or 187 years) hecalled the Sunspot cyele. This
long period was the equivalent of Y7 microcycles, but careful
analysis of the datz showed that whereas 92 of these were indeed
of8bitsinduration, Swere longer, at 9 bt they seemed tocontain
an extra shift b, This suggested that though the true cycle should
thearetically be only 76 bits long, in practice the sunspo: cycle
was pushed forwarcs by 5 bits, At first this anomalous behaviour
was very puzzling. What could be causing it? Geing back to his
textbooks and studying again the figure of the solar magnetic
field, it became obvious that somehow it involved whatis known
as the suvs warped neulral steei. Just like any other magret, the
sun has an area around ils equator where the two polar magnetic
fields are exactly balanced 5o that neither north nor south poles
predominate. The result is a thin, neutral sheet, or interface, be-
tween the two magnetic zones radiating out into space. However,
the textbooks were all agreed that because of the complex naturc
of the sun’s magnetic field, this sheet is not exactly smooth it is
Kinked (see Figure 19). It scemed that the neutral sheet shifts by
one bit every 187 vears and that a particular shift bit would
therefore shunt along through the whole sequence of 97
microcycles in a period of 97 x 187 or 18,139 years

“This great periad of magnetic interaction between the sun and
Earth seemed Lo be the most important of all. It was, however,
divided up unequally into three periods of 19 sunspot cycles and
two of 20, making 97 in a1l It seemed that cach time one of these
periods came to an end, so the sun's magnetic field reversed. At
st Cotterell seemed (o have hit on what he was later to see might
have been some very ancient knowledge.

Once more Cotterell tried to bring his ideas to the attention of
the scientific establishment, but again he was rebuffed. The mag-
azine Nature refused to publish an article outlining his new theo-
ries on sunspot cycles. When he wrote to the Royal Astronomical
Society to see if a paper on the subject could be included in their
‘quarterly journal, again he was refused. They gave as their reason






index-16_1.jpg
12 The Mayan Prophecies

104-year cycles, but also recorded solstices, equinoxes and the
movements of the planet Venus.

Sigiienza had himself done much research into the chronology
of ancient Mexico. As Professor of Mathematics at the niversity
of Mexico and a keen astronomer, he was well qualified to carry
out this research. Using the rare documents ir his posscssion and
‘making careful calculations for cclipses of the sun and moon as
well as the movement of comets and other celestial bodies, he was
able toreconstructan Indian chronology. Soaccurate was this that
he was even able (o pin down specific dates, including the beggn-
ning of the Aztec empirc and the founding of Tenochtitlan n 1325
He also concluded that before he rule of the legendary Toltecs
there had been another race, the Olmecs ™ or ‘rubber people’, so
<alled because they lived in the region of Mexico where rubber
trees are indigenous. Sigiienza belioved they had come from the
mythicalisland of Adlantis, and that they were the race responsible
for building the pyramids at Teothuacan. He initiated Carer: into
this strange knowledge and the latter dutifully included the
Atlantis theory as well as the material on the calendar in his own
book, Girodel Morido, which he wrote when he retumed to Europe.
It was just as well that Careri put pen to paper, for following
Sigiienza’s death the same year his priceless archive was either
dispersed or destroyed by the Inquisition. His own manuscripts
were acquired by the Jesuits, but these also were lost (they may
still be buried in some library) when that order was itself thrown
out of Mexico in 1767.

Because most Eutopeans were of the opinion that prior to the
conquestthe Mexican Indians were mere savages and hardly able
o count to ten on their owa fingers, Careri's report on the Aztec
calendar in Giro def Mondo met with derision. His case was not
helped by the fact that he was himself a poor mathematiciar: and
had not represented Sigienza’s arguments very well. However,
he had at least recorded the idea of an Aztec Calendar Stone for
posterity. Soon another explorer, who had read Carer, would
arrive from Europe and more of Mexico's past would come o
light

Baron Friedrich Heinrich Alexander von Humboldtwas a well-
known figure in European literary and political circles, and a

The Mysterious Mava 13

friend of Goethe, Schiller and Metternich. He had narrowly
missed going o Egypt with Napoleon and s savants because the.
ship on which he was to have travelled had sunk in a storm
Instead he went to America to sce what adventures fortunc might
bring him there. In 1803 heand several friends arrivedin Acapulco
from Equador with many of the latest scientific instruments,
includingsurveying equipmentand telescopes. After carrying out
various surveys of the locale, they setout for Mexica City, passing.
through the silver-mining region of Taxco on the way. Although
a Protestant, Humbolit was well received by the viceroy who
unexpectedly gave him access to the countrys classified archives.
After going through these, he turned his attention to whatcver
remaining antiquities the city had to offer. One of these was a huge
stone sun-wheel which had been uncarthed only some 12 years
carlier. This had been carefully examined by a historian called
Leon y Gama who had spent a lifetime studying ancient Mexican
documents and who, like Sigiienza, was fiuent in Nahuat], the
native language. He recognized the stone as the legendary Astec
calendar mentioned by Itlixochit] and Sigienza. However,
when he published a pamphlet o his findingsto this effect he was
ridiculed by the Spanish clergy who insisted the stone was 1
sacrificial altar, its intricate design simply decorative (see
Figure 3).

Figure 3 The Aztec Calendar Stone
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Adrian G Gilbert, widely known from
the BBC documentary The Great Pyramid
Gateway to the Stars, is co-author of the best
seller The Orion Mystery and has also written

and published a number of other books

Maurice M Cotterell is an internationally
acclaimed writer, engineer, and independent

scientist who has appeared on television and

press, both nationally and internationally
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Teonchichiltic {Aztec) ‘Red. Hair', name of the thisd age i the Vatico-
Tatin Cadex

Tzonllilac: (Aztec) Black Halr', name of the fouth age i the Vaiico-Laiin
Ciex,

Uinal: (Meyan) Period of 20 days

Votan: Fabiexd briziger of cvilization; may have bee Carthaginian

Xbalanque: (Mayan) One of the hera fwins in the Popid Vi

Niuhunolpill (Astec) Fice festival at encl of 52-year period.

Famna i/amanai: Head of the Mayan panthon, bringer of civilization

Lapotecs: Oaxaca tribe who took aver Monte Alba rom the Olmecs.
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tectonic activity, voleanic eruptions,foods and hurricanes, a5 is clarly
told i sorics o the Lic of Palenque, It vwas thesefore important for the
Maya to monitorthe progress of this 68.302-day period becanse after 20
ofthese perinds destruction would follow. But the counting of such
long period of time, without a judicious counting (and calibration)
system i unlikely o be successful. Morcoser, no observable astronom
scalcalibrator was available for use b monitar hese periods exacty. The
closest astronomical calibrator is Venus, whose sidereal rational
period amounts to 584 days. 117 passes of Venus i the sky (117 x 581)
amount to 64325 days—which, though not exaclly amounting to 1
ianspot cycle of 68302 days, is very close. (OF course the extra 2 days
added fothe correct igure o 63302 world need tobe monitored, stored,
anticipated and used for correcting the toal period of clculation. The
total period, for example world amount o 1,366,560 instesd of 1 366,40
days) S0 1t was vital fo wateh Verus,
So,fo the May, thesunspatcycle was 68302 + Verus calibator (26)
2520~ 1,566,560 dags. | have discovered th the 136 560-day
period may be clculated inseverslways

1 By computer

2 By using the 2601day perioct in conjunction with the Calendar Round
RIS

3 By using the system of Maya eycles, Katun, Baktun, Uiral, Tun and
Tonalamatl and monitoring the Vens

Caeulating the Cataclysmc Perind Duration using the 2601 day figure and
calendar round (method 2)-—sce Figure A%
‘The Sun's polar regions rotate every 37 days.

The Sun's equatorial region rotates every 26 days.

This s known as “The differential rotation of the Sun's Polar and
Equatorial magnelic filds'

P moves 360/37 (97
E moves 36026 (13 84615) degrees per day.

9729) degrees per day.

After 260 Days P has made 7.027027 revolutions. It zests at 9.729729
degrews in frant of where it started (b),

After 260 days E has completed 10 solar sevolutions, and rests al zero
degrees (b).
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eycles to the Mayan calendar and human biology. He had by now
takenthis far beyond its early stages recorded in Astrogeretics, and
itwas this more than anything, T elt, that needed to be brought to
public attention. With his solar-genetic theory he seemed to have
rediscovered something which, if true, is of vital importance to
everyone on planet Farth

LAND OF THE RATTLESNAKE

In search of the Maya

Coterell's thcories concerning sun cycles and the Maya amazed
‘meboth in their simplicity and universality. Could itreally be that
the Maya, living under conditiorss that we would today equate
with the Stone Age, had such precise knowledge concerning
sunspots? Did they indeed remember and record in their myths
some devastating tragedy that had all but wiped out humanity?
Were they really able - through astrology. numerology, dreams
or whatever—to make prognostications about the future? All
these were questions that now oceupicd me and [ realized that |
would only find the answers if I went to Mexico myself, What 1
would be looking for was not just the more obvious and tangible
remains of this vanished civilizalion but their cultural atmosphere
and, if possible, some pointers towards the esoteric side of their
religion. This, T was now beginning to understand, was clesely
linked to the teachings of the great god-human or avatar that the
Aztecs called Quetzalcoat] and the Maya Kukulcan. Perhaps it
was from him that they leart about sunspot cycles or at least
obtained their astronomical knowledge. 1 felt sure  that
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having a written language. Uniquely they made use of the Long
Count calendar, which in its complexity far surpassed that of the
Aztecs, Toltees, or any ofher pre-Columbian civilization. They
built their cities and temples with the sort of artistic flair one
associates wilh a high culture, and they—or at least their ances-
tors—are widcly credited with the first cultivation of maize as a
staple crop. All these notable achievements paint to exceptional
intelligence, at least among their rulers.

Reasoning in this way, Cotterell could see how they could have
produced the complex design on the €id without recourse to tae
modern invention of acetates. Western cducation has many
strengths but also notable weaknesses. This is most apparent in
the use we make ofour minds. Whereas i the past people thought
nothing of learning long epic poems and reciting them, today the
average person is hard pressed to remember a few lines of
Shakespeare. But although learning by rote has gone out of fash-
fon in the West, itis sill the way that knowledge is passed on in
‘many developing countries. For example, in Islamic countries itis
still considered normal for children to lear the entire Koran by
heart. The ancien! Ramans took the development of memory a
stage further by combining it with visualization. When an orator
had a complex speech 1o give, he would not rely on mere inspira-
tior: to provide him with the words he needed in the right order.
Instead he would organize his thoughts by visualizing a familiar
‘place, perhaps a theatre, in his minds eye, Then he would del:b-
erately place thought symbols representative of the subjects he
needed to discuss in various locations around the theatre. When
he came to give the speech ae would recall the image of the thearre:
and, as he mentally moved around it, he would recall the thought
symbols and lecture on the points represented by each of them

“This method of thought training was very popular at the time
of the Reraissance too, and is sill used asa method of devcloping
mindpower by professional magicians (among ofhers). In order
far it to work, itis necessary to develop the imagination—that is
to say, to be able to think clearly in visual images. This is not as
difficult as one might suppose, for it s a natural faculty of human
beings. It does, however, require a certain amount of mental
strength to hold an image clearly. It is therefore not inconceivable

Maurice Cotterell in Mexico 89

that instead of having to rely on physicel acctate overlays to see
the complex designs hidden in the pattern embossed on the Lid,
whoever constructed it was ableto o this ir his or her mind's eye.

Cotterell had no time to explain any of this at the Museam
before he was unceremoniously shown the door. He was leit
absolutely dumbfounded by her atiitude towrds him, all the
more 50 because she categorically refused to give him any letiers
ofintraduction to Mexicanarchaeologists when he told er he was
planning to ga back to Mexico, Tar from being encouragect in his
work, he felt like he was being obstructed. Bt why? What was it
about this subject that had produced such a violent outburst?
Were they always so rude 1o strangers, or was it just that he was
an outsider proposing something new? Whatever the reason he
was s00n Lo find out that she was not alone in her attitude. Other
archaealogists would tur out to be even more hostile. As il was
now becoming clear that he was not going to get any help from
this quarter, hedecided he had better make his own azrangements
and try to get some appointments once he was out there. The last
time he had visited Mexico it was purely a learning trip, to find
out more about the Maya and in particular about the pyramid
tomb at Palenque. This time he would return with something of
his own to show. Come what may, he intended to make known
his discaveries concerning the Lid of Palenque in the country of
its origin. It would prove lo be a fascinating experienc

A Mesican Rreakfast

It had begun as an ordinary February day in Mexico City, The
traffic roared through the busy boulevarcs, the usual crowds of
vendors, beggars and commuters began pouring out onto the
streets, The thin air was heavy with pollution, making it difficult
to breathe. In short, cverything was normal in this the largest
metropolis on Farth, the ity which stands on the ruins of the Astec
capital, Tenochtitlan. In one of the wealthier suburbs of this great
city, a close friend of the president’s wife drew back the curtains
and tumed on her television set. In a stucio on the other side of
town, two presenters fidgeted, waiting to go on air as soon as the
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Tabasco regior. Fashioned out of huge blocks of basalt, these
heads can be ten feet high and nearly as broad. The anes here in
the park were by n0 means the largest that have been discovered
but were nevertheless impressive. The heads have a heavy, low-
ering presence, like gigantic boxers sunk up to their necks in mud.
Like The Walker, it is not known what their true function and
purposewas, but it is assumed that they represent either powerful
rulers or renowned players of the ubiquitous ball-game, This
game, a sort of basketball played with a hard rubber ball on
dumbbell-shaped courts with sloping sides, had ritual signifi-
cance. At Chichen It7a there are shafls radiiating from the Caracol
towards both the stars and the ball-courts below. Because this
building is now known to have been used as an observatory for
the planet Venus, it has been suggested that this wes so that the
citual game could be played in accordance with heavenly phe-
nomena. Itis believed that the captain of the winning team was
beheaded at the end of the match so that his spirit could take fight
and go off to the highest heaven. If this is really the case, maybe
the giganticlumps ofbasalt somehow represent these now deified
basketball captains, Whether or not this s the case, the heads with
their thick lips ard flat noses look very Afro, again supporting the
theory that America was visited by outsiders long before
Columbus,

Inaddition tothe heads and The Walker, La Venta Park contains
other basalt sculptures from the Olmec period. Foremost among
these are several ‘altars”. These stand about three feet from the
ground and usually have carved on the front of them a ‘priest in
semi-latus position (see Plate 39). Looking closely, I could sec that
some of the figures were wearing rattlesnake insignia and jaguar
hearldresses, indicating the importance of both these cults even at
thatearly time. Other details were less easy founderstand. On one
of the altars the priest was holding out a baby as though invoking
ablessing uponit. At the sides of the same block were depictions
of other adults holding children in a protective manner as though
shielding them from samething frightening (see Plate 40). What
this could have been it wes impossible to tell, but the youngsters
seemed secure with the adults, who probably represented the
children’s parents, and who once again wore snake and jaguar

‘The Olmecs and Adantis 163

insignia. Looking at this altar I wondered whether this emphasis
on childhood and the need for protection could have some con-
nection with the cataclysmic beginnings of the present age. There
was a sense, hard to pin down but nonetheless there, that the
adults were protecting the children from the forces of nature. The
enigmatic stones remain mute on this point but they do at least
givesome irsight into the strange world of the Ruber People, the
earliest known civilization of America,

‘The Olmecs did not, of course, confine their activities fo the
Gulf comst; some of them migrated westwards to the Valley of
Oaxaca. Here they built the extraordinary city of Monte Albén
which so impressed Maurice on his first visit. My wife Dee and
I had also visited this mountaintop eyrie before moving on to
Palenque, and were able to erjoy its fantastic pancramic view
over the surrounding valleys. That it must once have been the
most important ceremonial centre in the area is clear from its
Tocation, but of equal interest s the skill and lebour that wen:
intoits construction. icfore building the city the Olmecs had first
1o level the site by removing the lop of the mauntain. This must
have been an extremely arcuous task—but was only the prelude
to building a complex of pyremidal temples around a centra
plaza the size of two football fields. At one end of this 'stadium
stands the building where the carved figures of the dancers were
found.

‘The Olmess seem to have ocupied the plateau of Monte Alkar
from around 800 to 300 BC, before being superseded by the people
called the Zapotecs. They built over the older Olmes structures
and erected further pyramids, some of which are linked by sub-
terranean passageways. They also builta sophisticated system for
collecting preciaus rainwater—an important corsidertion wher
living on top of a mountain—by creating a slight camber to the
central plaza so that water was dirccted into cisterns. However,
theze are other achievements that have marked aut the Zapatecs
as particularly advanced in their civilization. The first of these is
a narrow vertical shaft found in the temple called Building I by
archacologists. Excavation at the footof this shaf proved fruiless,
and fora lang time its purpose remained unknown. Eventually it
was realized that its function was astronomical, for twice a year
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the movements of heaven would cease then, anc they took for  signal
the movementof the Cabrils (Pleiades) in elation o the night of this
feast, which they called Taxiui molpil or on that night the Cabrillas
were in the middle of the sky at midnight, corresponding to this
Mexican latitude.

On this night they Lit the nerw fire, and before they Litt they put out
the fires of all the provinces, towns ard houses of all this New Spain,
and cll the satraps anc. ministers of the temples went in great proces-
ion and solemnity. They went from here, from the Temple of Moicc
[Templo Mayor] carly at night; they went to the summit of that hill
near Ixtapalapa and which they call Lixachtecatl;and they climbed to
the top at nearly midnight, to where there was a solemn i [Mayan
name meaning‘god and temple’, aterm that the conquistaderes learnt
when they landed in Yuzatan] made for that ceremony; and i they
weretoo carly, they vaited until they arr ved;and when they sav that
they [the Cabrillasor Plciades] passed the zenith,they understood that
the movement of the heavens was not {0 cease, and that it was not the
end of the world, but that it would last another 52 years, and that the
world surely would not come to an end. At this hour great mltitudes
were in the hills surrounding this province of Texcoco, Xochimilco
and Quahitlar, waiting to see the new fire, t1at was the signal that
the world would continue on; and as the satraps brought out the fire
with great ceremony in that All's i it ther appecred all arourd the
hill,and when those who were there sav it they were so happy #at
they yelled and their yells reached up to heaven, for the warld was
not coming to.an end and they uncoubtedly had 52 more years.

The last new fire ceremony they held was in the year 1507; they held
itwithall solemnity because the Spanish had not yetarrived. Tn 1559 the
next gavilla sheaf) that they called toxaut molpilia ended. On this occa-
siom they did not hold apubliccelebration because the Spanishand their
priests were in the land; by now in 1576 [the year in which Sahagum is
writing], herefore, 17 years of the present gavila Fave passed

When they broaght out the nerw fire and held the ceremony, they
sencwed the pactthey had with theidol, thatof serving him, and they
rencwed all the statues of him which they had in their homes and
rejoiced, knawing that the world was safe. It s lear that this methoct
of measurement was the Devil's invention, in order (o renew the
covenant they had with him every 52 years,frightening them with the
approach of the end of the world, and making them helieve that he
extended fime and granted it to them as his it moving the world
forward.!
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Clearly Bernardino Sahagun, good Franciscan that he was, was
innodoubt thatthe festival of the New Fire, like almosteverything
elsein the Indians' eligion, was connected with idolatry and devil
worship. This is hardly surprising, given the prevalence of so
many strange-looking sculptures of Tlaloc, Coatlicuc, and so on,
ROt to mention serpent motifs—in Spanish eyes emblems of the
Devil himself. Even so, he must have been impressed by some-
thing the Indians told him or he would not have taken the trouble
to record the ceremony in such detail. It looks very much as
though his strang protestations concerning the Devil were put in
more for reasons of solitical expediency than anything else. He.
himself was obviously fascinated by the astronomicel sigrificance
of the Toxiuk molpill ceremony

Looking at his account more closely, it is apparent that the
Indians must have had some sophisticated, probaby astronomi-
cal, system for telling the time. They clearly regardied as crucial
the moment when the Pleiades cross the southers meridian at

idnight. However, they would not have been able to detect that
moment simply by observing these stars. The Pleiades risc and
cross the meridian every day and, except when they are invisible
in daylight, may be observed to do so. However, there is only one
day in the ycar when they do so precisely at midnight, and the
Mexicans must have hed other means for calculating which day
this was. [ was now curiaus myself to find out what day it was, so
taking Sahagun’s date of 1507 for the last such ceremony, | tried
working it out using the SKYGLOBE computer program. The
results that | came up with were fascinating—but before going
into this there are some other matters that need first to b covered.

In the Rélacion, Dicgo de Landa records that a similar fire
ceremony wascarried out by the Maya in the city of Mani. It seerns
that at one time this fire festival had been widely celcbrated by all
the Mava of Yucatan, but after the destruction of Mayapan®
{around 1430 according ta 1anda) it was confined to Mani alone.
He relates:

In the twelfth chapter was related the departire of Kukulean from
Yucatan, after which some of the Indians said he had departed to
heaven with the gods, wherefore they rearded him as a god end
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David,” made fine engravings of the buildings. An American,
JohnStephens, and his English friend Frederick Catherwood, who
had previously made sketches of rarc antiquities in the Near Fast,
set about measuring the temples and pyramids of Palenque.
Working under the most appalling conditions, sick with malaria
and under constant attack from ticks and flies, they made the first
proper survey of the site. They were eventually to publish their
findings along with many excellent illustrations in what was to
become a bestseller of ts time, Incidens of Travelin Cerntral Amer-
ica, Chiapas and Yot

Though Stephens and Catherwood had done much to bring
Palenque and other ancient Mayan cities such as Copan, Quiché
and Uxmal to the attention of the general public, without an
understanding of the language of the Maya ither written or
spoken, their work could go only so far. What was needed was a
scholar with the intellectual equipment to crack the code of the
Mayalanguage in the same way that Champollion had deciphered
the Egyptian hieroglyphs.

Suchaman was the Abbé Brasseur de Bourbourg, A Frenchman
like Champallion, he <ct out for America in 1845, going first to
New York before embarking for Mexico, There, through the influ:
enceof powerful friends, he was able to gain access tothe archives
of the viceray and read for himself the history of the Aztecs by
Intlilxochitl. Fle also made friends with a descendant of one of
Montezuma’s brothers, who taught him Nahuatl. Travelling all
over the country in search of ancient fexts, he was able to rescue a
number of precious manuscripts then languishing in conventsand
libraries. Among these was the Popol Vi, which he translated
after first leaming the local Mayan dialects of Cakchiquel and
Quiché. This turned out to be one of the great epics of the world,
a poetic Creation myth. Returning to Paris, he published it and
then set to work on a much larger opus, his Histoire des Nations
Civalisées du Méxique e de ' Arriguie Centrale. By now he was well
in with the Spanish authoritics who allowed him access to their
archives in Madrid. Here he found bishop Diego de Landa’s
original manuscript Rilacion de las Coses de Yucatan. Because it
contained drawings of the Mayan hieroglyphs relating (o their
calendar, he was able to decipher their language, at least in part.
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Still in Madrid, he met up with a descendant of Hernan Cortes
himself, a professor called Jean de Tro y Ortaleno, who had in his
possession a document (known as the Traano Coder) which had
been in his family for generations. This 70-page document, later
reunited with its other half, the 42-page Cortesianus Codex, and
renamed the Madrid Codex, makes up the largest known surviving
Mayan manuscript in the world. Perhaps naively Brasseur found
support in this Mayan document for Atlantean myths that were
talked of by the natives of Mesoamerica. He believed that a great
island continent, Atlantis, had once extended from the Gull of
Mexico to the Canary Islands. The Maya, so he thought, were
descended from survivors of a grea cataclysm, or rather a series
of cataclysms, which had engulfed that continent. He alsa put
forward the revolutionary theory thal civilization nad begun in
Atlantis and not in the Middle Last as was generally supposed;
that it was survivors of Atlantis wha brought culture to Egypt as
wellastoCentral America, These ideas wereand still are not taken
seriously by academics, but they did at least affer some explana-
tion for certain puzzling similarities between Mayan and ancient
Egyptian elphabets.

Other precious Mexican documents were copied and incorpo-
rated into nine oversized and lavishly illustrated volumes by
another Englishman, Lord Kingsborough. e was convinced that
the Maya were descended from the Lost Tribes of Israel,* and
‘wrote long commentaries to this effect in is mammoth work.
Interestingly. he produced an illustration from the Codex Borgia
showing how the 20 day signs of the Mayan calendar (see Figure
3) corresponded to different parts of the human body, rather like
‘mediaeval depictions of the 12 signs of the zodiac and th
attributions. Commenting on this in his own book Muysteries of te
Mexican Pyramids and for no apparent reason, Peter Tomkins'”
Suggests this picture is connected with a theary that life-energy
from the sun is diffused through the various plariets to the glandss
in the human body over which they have control.

‘The first photographs of Mexican pyramids were taken by &
Frenchman, Claude Charnay, working under the auspices of
Napoleon Iil's Minister for Fine Arts, Viollet-le-Duc. Charnay
later carried out excavations at Teatihuacan and made
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on 22 December 2012

0 PROPHESIED the Maya 5,000 years ago

— the mysterious people whose ruined

pyramids and temples in the depths of

the Central American rainforests are alive with
inscriptions that baffled scholars for centuries.

Who were the Maya? Where did they come
from and why did they suddenly disappear?
will we suffer floods, volcanic eruptions and
chaos in 2012?

In this thrilling and controversial book,
Maurice Cotterell and Adrian Gilbert, co-
author ol the world bestseller The Orion Mystery,
offer controversial answers that the establish-
ment ‘experts’ refuse to accept. Decoding the
complex Mayan astrological prophecies, they
tell of the catastrophes to come in and after
2012 — and present the following shattering
revelations:

the rise and fall of world ages and
civilizations coincides with sun-spot cycles
reduced sun-spot activity caused a decline in
Mayan fertility and the sudden death of
their civ

ization
the Egyptians and the survivors of the
flooding of Atlantis founded the ancient

civilizations of Central America

This revelatory and extraordinary book
shows that we are standing on the
threshold of a new world age. As we
approach the new millennium we simply

cannot afford to ignore its message.

UK £16.99
USA $24.95
Canada $33.99
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wasjust before the start of this age, at around 3200 BC, that maize
was first cultivated. It is also the start of the Mayan Long Count
calendat in 3114 BC. The most impartant event connected with
this age is, we are told in the Leyends, the founding, by the ‘god’
Quetzalcoatl of the fabled city of Tula which was, by all accounts,
a place of great beauty as well as sanctity. Now there has been
muuch archaeulogical debale and confusion concerning the loca-
tion of thiscity. |he name is currently applied to the ruins of Tula
in Hidalgo, the rather small Loltec capital that was built only in
the 9th century AD. This, however, cannot be the full story. A clue
to the confusion scems lo be that the name Quetzalcoat! was used
by pre-Tlispanic Mexicans as a fifle given to certain very holy
réligious lezders a5 well s referting 0.2 god wha had once Lived
long ago. Just as in Egypt all living pharachs were regarded as
reincarnations of the god Hurus and were given his name, so in
Central America the high priests of the Toitecs and Maya were
similarly titled Quetzalcoat] (Kukulcan). They were believed tobe
living embodiments of fhe god rather as the Dalai Lama is re
garded asbeinga living Buddha by his followers today. However,
the cvidence suggests that there was one particular individual
called by this name wha really was oulslanding, and who was
regarded as being the prophet of the fourlh age. It seems likely
that the Tula which this man founded was net the Toltec capital
uncovered by Charnay but almost certainly the greatest and
‘holiest city of pre-Conquest Mexico, Teotihuacan *

In the Tienda account i is said that after the third age was
brought to an end by fire sametime before 3100 BC, some st
vors of this catastrophe made: their way from the coastal regions
of Yucatan and Tabasco ta the high plafcau. These people, led by
aQuetzalcontl, formed a seltlement called Tula, which i probably
to be identitied with Teotihuncan. By 100 BC this city had grown
to perhaps as many as 200,000 inhabitants, and dominated most
of sauthern Mexico. Around AL 1l the Teotihuacanos laid out
the main plazas and raised the huge Pyramids of the Sun and
Moon. They alko built the equally large ‘Citadel” containing its
smaller Pyramid of Quetzalcoatl. These covered the sites of the
earlicr, muich more modest buildings erected by Quctzalcontl and
s comrades. The city continucd to prosper, exerting its influence
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as far away as Palenque until, at around AD 750, the fourth age
came to.an end. A reduction in sunspots and an increase in direct
solar radiation led {0 2 oss of fertility in people. The catastrophe
seems o have been made worse by widespread drought which
caused crop failures and famine. The survivors, perhaps realizing
that il was the end of a solar age, buried much of the sacred
of Teotiuacan and then set the reston fire so that the city s energy
would be returned to the sun. We con only speculate, but it is
temping Lo think thal at least some of their leaders —perhaps
including a sick old man called Nanahuatzin—threw themselves
into the flames, belicving that through this Last, desperate sacrifice
the sun god would be fortified and their descendanis would
prosper. Tt secms likely thal it was this act of self-immolation that
was remenmbered by the later Aztecs s the death of the gods
Certainly the burning of the city was the ultimate fire ceremony
and seems to have symbolically terminated the fourth age as far
as the Aztecs and Toltecs were concerned.

Out of the ashes of Teolihuacan was born the fifth Aztec ‘surv,
Nahui Ollin. Survivors from Teolihuacan, reinforced by im-
migrants from the north and under the leadership of another
leader, again with the title Quetzalcoatl, moved to a different
valley to set abaut building 2 new city. This Tula—in Hidalgo—
though much smaller in size, was to become the capital of the
Toltecs, and it was these ruins that were discovered by Charnay.
According to Aztec and Tollec legends this Quetzalcoatl was tal,
fair-skinned, bearded and knowledgeable in all matters spiritual.
Askinghe ruled fairly and fustly over the people during what w
ater scen to have been a golden age. However, his brother and
joint ruler at Tula, the war god Tezcatlipoca, became insanely
jealous. Quetzalcoat] was forced to leave, accompanied by a large
contingent of his fricnds and supporters. He made his way
eastwards to the coast and boarded a raft of snakes. But beforc
sailing away, in the dircction of the rising sun, he promised that
one day he would return to re-establish the rule af law and
enlightenment, It was this prophecy that so frightened the Aztee
rulers, for they knew in their hearts that their forefathers had
usurped the Toltec empire and they feared Quetzalcoal’s return.
Perhaps it was for this Teason that they continued to honour im
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oestrogen productionforits durationand oestrogen production recovers
only gradually after suppressiar,
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Meamwhile progesteronc, inhibited by the increase of oestrogen o
day 1, is now allowed itsell o Increese, trggered by solax radiation and
in the abscnce of acstrogen fhrough the effect of LH on day 14, Proges-
terone increases with solex activity, peaks with the solar radiation peak,
and tracks the decay of solar radiation before falling exponentially to
zer0.

Altogether a very complex interaction oceurs which iranslates sola
eyeleactivily into hormonal activity. These Rormanes determine fertility
levels, Any disruption in solar raciation thus likewise dissupts fertility

One obvious objection o this mechanism questians why al females
o rot menstruate at the same i in wsponse (o 2 common xadiation
stimulis from the sun. It is of course because all females were not
conceived at the same time. The biohythm and ferfiity clocks com-
mence at the moment af conception. Those females who are conceived
atthe same Lime may be expectad o mensiruate ot thesarme fime, subject
to environmental modtfying fecturs.
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Orion Mystery) seemed to it best for that date. He concluded that
Tep Zepi must correspond to the beginning of what we were now
o call an Age of Orion,

Returning to the dates given in the Vatico-Latin Codex, if we take
the beginning of the fourth age (Tzontlilac) as 3114 BC, then it
would seem that the first age of the Mava and Aztecs (Matlactili
ended 8091 years carlier—ie 11,205 BC Significantly, this age is
said to have ended with a great flood (Apachiohualizti) brought
onby the goddess Chalchiuhtlicue, wife of Tlaloc. Cayce's psychic
accaunts of the destruction of Atlantis indicate that this flooding
was a gredual process, stretching over many centuries. Lhe first
stage of the sinking lefl many mountainous areas of the former
continentof Atlantis poking above sealevel as slands. ater, most
of these toa were inundated. The date of 10,500 BC marks the end
of this process. In broad terms there is, therefore, a remarkable
carrelation between the accounts of & worldwide destrution by
flood as given in Plato (¢, 9500 BC), Cayce (before 10,500 BC) and
the Vatico-Latin Codes (11,205 BC). It seems likely, then, thal this is
indeed the epoch when Atlanteans emigrated fo bath Fgypt and
the Yucatan,

The Cayce records have more ta say about the Yucatan migca-
tion of the priest [tar, In ane of his readings he told a client that
during a previous life he had lived ... in Atlantean land during a
‘period of epress before final destruction ... journeyed to Central
America where some of the temples are being uncovered today
f1935].%

Tnthis contextitis noteworthy that Dr Themas Gann had carried
out his first excavation of the ruins of the city of Lubaantun only
11 years carlier in 1924, The headlines reporting his work in The
litustrated London News spoke of Lubaantun as ‘A Lost City of
America’s Oldest Civilization’. Three vears later, Mitchell
Hedges—adventurcr, theosaphist and member of the Maya
Committec of the Brifish Museum—had discovered the crystal
skull at the same sife. However, |ubagntun seems not to be the
place Cayce was roferring to when he talked about ‘temples being
uncovered today’. On 10l February 1935, less than threc months
‘before the above reading was given, an article by Mitchell-Hedges
wae published in the New York Anerican, This concemned his
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discovery of some traces of a lost civilizalion on the Bay Islands
Off the coast of Honduras, The headline that accompanied the
article was Aflantis Was No Myth but the Cradle Of American Races
Deciaes iledges. 1t is likely that Cayce saw this article and that it
was these discoveries that cxcifed him. 1f so, it could be here, off
the coast of Honduras, that we should start looking for the lost
temple of ltar

As we approach the doomsday year of 2012 which the ancient
Mayans prophesicct would e the end of the last age, e can unly
feel apprehension for the future of our Larth, The start of the last
Mayan Age was (he Birth of Venus, the Quetzalcoatl star an
2 August 3114 BC. On the last day of the age, 22 December 2012
the cosmic connections between Venus, the sun, the Plefades, and
Orion are once more in evidence. For just as Venus was indeed
‘born’ an the carlier date, its rising just before the dawn being
heralded by the Pleiades at the meridian, so it now symbolically
“dies’. The SKYGI OBF program reveals that just before the sun
goes down on 22 Diecember 2012, Venus will sink helow the
western horizon and at the same time the Pleiades will Tisc over
the eastera. As the sun actually sels, 5o Orion rises, perhaps
signifying the start uf a new precessional cycle and symbolically
giving birth to a new world age. What this will mean far us
physically in terms of the arth's geology we can only guess but
itmight involve the lost continent

Edgar Cayce not only predicted that Atlantis would rise again
but that there would be other significant “Eath changes’ as we.
approach the millennium. Like Maurice Cotterell he believed
there would be a shifting of the magnetic pole giving vise o
widescale disruption. Much of this seems lo be cyclical in nature:
in that throughout the Farth's history there have been topograph-
ical changes and movements, However, never before has the
world beenso densely populated, and if is predictions come true,
this wil be the biggest catastrophe for humanity that we have ever
known, e forecasts that large areasalong the east and west coasts
of America will disappear ke Atlantis under the waves of the
encroaching sea. At the same time the climate of kurope,
“continent’ suffering similar coastal inundations, will be changed
almost instantaneausly (o become much colder, Uhis could be
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the cyelical periodici
Earth, Solar Pale and
360 (degrees).

b} The system should contain the numbr of Venus passes: 117.

& Ihesystem should contain the 260-day cycle.

@) e systom nust break down after the importent 1 366,360 day
figure has been reached fin order to emphasize the importance
of this period).

<) Allempis la rationalize the systom beyond 1,366,560 must make
reference to cycles that are nut required for the purpuse of
‘maritoring’ (Pictun, Calabtun, Kinehilitun efc) and durations
(Long Count of 136,65.000) which are irrelexant (because any
periad after destruction is ielevant)

£ Sucha contradiction, us espoused in ¢} above, should call for
{dermiand) an intellectizal leags st reguires the s of 2 decimal
system—indicating that they were aware af such a decimal
System

¥ of the variables in question (Venus,
Solar Fquatar) and therctore based upon

Hemee the chuice of Maya cyele durations of 144,000, 7.200, 360, 260, and
20-day periods, anl the choiee of counling systoms discussed herein.
Numbors traricend il tonsucs.

Angular measurement of the Maya
i the Maya divicie a circle inlo 60 scgments for measurement pur-
puses, as we do today? The Meye counling sysiem as we have seen
emplays 421.77 such circles fr s foundation, Clearly if we can provide
ather indicators to subslaniiate this then the 360 degree premise will e
supported

The Nunnery at sl
I 1960, a team from Colgate Urivorsity, USA, lod by astronomer
Anthony Aver and architect Horst Harlung,casried ot anaschilectural
survey af Usmal,in the Northem Yucatan.

The Nunoery, so callad because the four detached buildings face
imveards .2 common courtyard (smilar to what nighé be found nside
& Spanish convent, s one af the more perplexing armangements of
buildings ot Ustnal. Fach oceupics o different Tovel, o separate
platforms, and cach has adiffercnt number uf duors. (S Plates AT and
A2in he Appendax Plate ection)

Flartungs survey revealed an almost ‘llogical’ juxtaposition of the
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buildings. He noted that the lines connecting certaia doorways form a
double set of axes which cross at almost perfect right angles near the
centre of the courtyard. 1o also nated that the wall on tne cast wing of
the Nunnery displayed a complex pattern of crosses and counting these,
for the first time it seems, Hartung arrived at the number of 584 crnsses:
the Venus interval period. But beyond these scholarly enquiries Litle
progress on the interpretation of these elaborate architectural
relatienships has been madle, until now

S0 far, vur enquiries into the Maya have contained the instruction
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16 Sculptured frieze on the Pyramid of Quetzalcoatl, Teotihuacan
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seen in Egypt only a couple of vears before. What was it about
these spotted cals, | wondered, that so attracted kings that they
wanted to make their thrones in imitation of them? How was it
that such a similar design to the throne of Tutankhamen could
have sprung up thousands of miles and centuries ater on theather
side of the Atlantic? It was a mystery.

Walking down from the Palace | came to a building known as
the Count’s House apparently because Waldeck had once used it
as his living quarters. Here, protected by a thatched roof from the
harsh glare of the sun, was an unusual stucco face (see Figure 34)
It was executed in quite a different style from other stucco work
present on the site and, perhaps hecause he looks as thaugh he is
wearing glasses, has been identified as the Mexican rain god,
Tlaloc. This has been puzzling archaeologists greatly in recent
years because it is corsidered fo be in the Teotihuacan style.
Evidence of potlery fragments and absidian implements prov
that the Teotihuacanos traded with the Maya, but this mask

Figure 3¢ Teotibuacan style Thloc in Palengue
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appears to indicate clase cultural and religious links
between these very different Amerindiar. races,

Leaving Palenque we went north fo see something of the
Yucatan Peninsuls, where the Maya survived the great catastro.
phe that seems to have engulfed so much of Central America in
around the St century. It was here that in many ways Mayan art
reached its pinnacle. Following Maurice’s itircrary we proceeded
first to Uxmal (pronounced Oash-ral), artistically the finest of the
Yucalan cities. The most eye-catching feature of the site was the
Pyramid of the Sorcerer (ser Plate 17), 4 fall building with rounded
corners and very narrow steps. Climbing up this structure, and
even more, going back down it, was somethirg of an ordeal and
notto be recommended to anyone who sulers from vertigo, Next
toitwasasmall courtyard, and standing here looking back up the
pyramid there was an extraordinary sight, What had scomed
‘while we were up there to be 2 normal chamber, one that might
be expected in a pyramid temple, had from ground level some-
thing of a surreal appearance. The entire chamber and its sur-
roundirg stonework made up one enormous face—that of the rain
god Chaac (see Plate 18}, One can anly imagine what r-tuals were
performed in this chamber but clearly they must have been con-
cermed with rain. It wasobvious from the huge number of sculpred
masks of the rain god that were to be seen elsewhere throughout
the ruins of Uxmal thet Chaac was a very important god. The
masks, mostly placed one above another on the cormers of import-
ant buildings, remindedt us of the Tlaloc faces on the Quetzalcoatl
Pyramid at Teotihuacan, xcept tha these ones seemed (o have
curious elephants’ trunks (see Plate 19). The purpase of these has
been a mystery for over 150 years: John Stephens in his 1843
travelogue remarks:

addition

e seader must suppuse this stone projecting in order clearly to
understand the character of the omament last presentec. [t measures
one foot scxen inches in length from the stee by which it i fixed in
the wall to the end of the curve, and resembles someswhat an
elephant’s trunk, which name has, perhaps not inaptly, bees given to
it by Waldeck, though it is no probeble that as such the sculptor
intended it for the clephant was unknown on the continent of
America.”
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this event more than any other that they organized their calendar,
and the day itself was attended by great festivities. Similarly the
Maya and others seemed to be walching for tae culmination of the
Pleiades at midnight before lighting the new fire and starting a
new cycle, whether it was a year, Calendar Round or katun. The
Aztecs watched for the culmination of the Pleiades at midnight,
wwhich would have happened around 11 November, but [ won-
dered if this star-group might have been followed at ather times
of year as well. One other date crying out for investigation was
12 August, for it was on this day in 3114 BC that our present cycle
was said {o have started. This,after all, ought to be the date of the
ariginal Fire, when the gods gave birth to the sun and moon cn
funeral pyres at Teotihuacan. Accordingly | unce more set up.
SKYGLOBE fo run on the computer, entered in the appropriate.
data, and adjusted the time factor to when the Pleiades were an
the meridian. Once more [ was in for a surprise, for it turned oy
thatn that day (and always around that time of year] they hit the
‘meridianjustbefore dawn. Notonly thatbutthe sun was preceded
by Venus as the morning star (see Figure 50). In other words, on
this day the Pleiades were performing the same function as Sirius
had for the Egyptians in anrouncing the dawn, the Birthof Venus’
and the start of a new time-cycle. What was even more telling,
though, was that plastered across the southeastern sky were the
farniliar constellations of Taurus, Orion and Canis Major which
played such a big role in the lives of the Egyptians. Could there
be a connectior, | wondered? Why had the Maya chosen to start
their calendar at a time when these particular stars were so prom-
inent? At this point | had 1o definite answers to these questions,
sol turned my altention to other matters.

The Chac-Mools and the fire ceremony

In 1873 Augustus e Plongeon, the son of a French Naval commo-
dore, came to Merida with his young English wife. From there,
having learmed to speak the local Mayen dialect, he set off for
Chichen ltza. At that time the northern Yucatan around Merida
was given over to large sisal plantations and the local pecple were
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Figure 50 The Birth of Vens before dawon o 12 August 3114 BC

treated by the big landowners as kitfle more than slaves in their
own country. Because of his kind nature and the fact that he spoke
to them in fheir own tongue, (he local Mayans were prepared fo
taike le Plongeon at least partly into their corfidence concerning
their traditions. Like Brasscur de Bourbourg before him, he was
convinced that the Maya retained lost knowledge of a high arder.
‘This, he was given to understand, involved magic and divination
Searching around amongst the ruins of Chichen It7a, he found a
glyph on the wall of what he called the Gymnas.um, which
apparently seid ‘Chac-Mool’ and pinpointed the spot where he
should dig 10 find ar: effigy of this being Digging a hole which
eventually went down 24 feet, he came across a curious statue of
a reclining man looking to one sice and holding a piate on his
stomach. This, he decided, must be the Chac-Mool he was looking
for (sec Plate 36).
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Humboldt, seeing the stane still propped up against the west
wallof the cathedral near to where it had been found, agreed with
Leony Gama. As an astronomer it was clear (o him that the stone
had a calendrical meanirg. To his trained eye the stone was
evidence that the 4 ztecs did indeed have advanced knowledgeof
astronomy and must have had a quite sophisticated system of
mathematics. He nat only confirmed Lean y Gama’s opinion that
the eight radiating triangles from the cenfre represented divisions.
af the day, but aisa saw that many of the symbols used by the
Aztecs to denote their 18-day months were the same as those used.
in East Asia. He concluded that the two zodiacs must have had a
common source.

Travelling on to New York, where he visited a brother Mason,
Thomas Jefferson, Humboldt set about the task of producing
several large folios on his travels through the Americas. These,
when they were published, were (o amaze his European conter:
poraries. It seemed that at last a respectable figure, a man of
science and standing, was challenging the accepted consensus
that, prior to the conquest, the Mexicans were out-and-out
savages.

As well as exploiting the country’s mineral wealth, the Euro-
peans were keen to develop it agriculturally. Because most of the
Tand was unfit for arable farming, cattle rearing was the most
profitable method of making use of it. However, this meant dis-
possessing the Indians of their traditional small-holdings. The
consequent growth of large ranches added further discomort to
thealready impoverished rural Indians. There was plenty of cause:
for discontent, and the French Revolution of 1789, with its clarion
call for Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, was indirectly toactas a
catalyst for change in Mexico as well as France. When Napoleon
deposed the King of Spain and placed his own brother on the
throne, it led many to question the legality of Spain's continued
hold over Mexico. To the north the Mexicans already had the
example of the United States to show them that a colony could
throw offits European masters, 5o it was not long before they too
were in open revolt, The Spanish were thrown out, and a long
period of strife—the stuff of a thousand spaghetti Westerns that
was to last for over a century—began,
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One side-effect of Mexican independence was that it became
much easier for foreigners other than Spaniards to enter the
country, As a resull,a number of intrepid explorers, including an
Englishman, William Bullock, paid the country a visit. He sailed
for Veracruz from Liverpool in 1822, retracing Humboldt's foot-
steps back to Mexico City. Like Humboldt he was greatly im-
pressed by the Aztec Calendar Stone, which he believed must once
have been part of the roof of the great temple of Tenochtitlan,
rathe like the famous Egyptian Zodiac of Denderah, then only
recently removed to the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris.* Having
taken plaster-casts of the stone, he turned his attention (o another
antiquity which had been dug up by Humboldt and then hasfily
reburied by the authoritics as too horrible to look at.

This was a massive, nine-foot-high, twelve-ton statuc of
Coatlicue, the mother goddess of the Nahuatl pantheon (see Fig-
ure 3). Bullock was 1o record: ‘I had the pleasure of sceing the
resurrection of his horrible deity, before whom fens of thousands
of human victims had deen sacrificed in the religious and sanyui-
nary fervour of its infatuated worshippers.” Hown out of a single
block of basalt, and vaguely human in shape, the idol was fright-
ening in the extreme, Its head comprised two serpents’ heads
facing one another; its arms likewise were serpents, as was
writhing drapery, entwined with the wings of 2 vulture. Its feet
were those of a jaguar, claws extended as though ready o seize its
prey. Hanging above its huge, deformed breasts was a sculpted
necklace consisting of skulls, hearts, and severed hands all held
together by entrails. Strange and terrifying as it was, this image of
the goddess oflife and death, with s strange echoes of the Hindu
deity Kali, was wonderfully crafted. Whoever execute this extr
ordinary piece of art was clearly a master of sculpture on a par
with the best of ancient Egypt, Europe ot the Far Fast. Bullock
realized that there was a strange dichotomy here, for how could
a saciety at the level of sophistication needed to have produced
such a superb piece as this have been so incredibly savage? Why
on earth would civilized people have wanted to sacifice human
beings by the thousand to satisfy the bloodlust of a lifeless piece
of stone, however wanderfully carved? The Mexican autharities
of the early 19th century had no answers to these questions, and
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Archaeologists are generally agreed that he had his burial crypt
built for him beneath the Temple of Inscriptions, though the
building was finishod of by his son Chan Bahlum. 1fso, then Pacal
wasalso responsible for the inscriptions that give the pyramid its
prosent name. That the pyramid was designed from the outset to
bea mortuary temple s clear from the fact that both the sarcoph-
agusand lid are too large tobe moved from their crypt. They must
have been placed there before the pyramid, with its inscriptions,
was built around them. This makes sense of course, for even
assuming it woul fit throug the door of the erypt, who would
wanttogo toall the trouble o having to carry a heavy sarcophagus
up the outside of a pyramid only then tohave to take it back down
2 narrow internal staircase? A small practical consideration,
perhaps, but certainly one worth heeding.

Lord Pacal wasclearly high'y intelligent, and he must have been

Figure 20 Pacal grasping o serpent

Maurice Cotterell in Mexico

initiated into whatever secret wisdom the Maya possessed. All the
evidence gathered, both from his tomb and from other inscrip-
tions at Palenque, suggests that during his lifetime he was re-
garded as lttle less than a god. After he died his pyramid was, at
Teast for a time, a place of pilgrimage and the centre of some sort
of ancestor cult. It was this pyramid even more than the Temple.
of the Cross that Cotterell now wanted to see.

After along bus ride from Villahermosa he arrived in Palendue,
and the next day he wasted o time in setting off for the archaco-
Iogjcal site. iefore him stood the magnificent Pyramid-Temple of
Inscriptions. Pausing only to catch his breath, héscaled thiscdifice
which il then he had been able only to imagine. Following in the
footsteps of Alberto Ruz over 30 years earlier, he thereupon made
his way down the internal staircase of the pyramic. It was a long
way and unbearably humid, the limestone walls saturated witk
the perspiration of the thousands of visitors who had made the
same journey before him. Halfway down, the staircase turned
sharply to the right and led an (o an antechamber where the
skeletons of six sacrificial victims had been buried 50 that they
could protect and accompany their master on his journey to the
next world. Excited, Cotterell scrambled down the last fexw steps
towhere the friangular slab gave access to Pacal's tomb. Standing
in the gloomy half-light he felt a shiver run down his spinc as he
pecred into the crypt. There, stll covering the now raided toxb
of Pacal, was the great Lid of Palenque.

He had already seen many other pre-Columbian artefacts both
at Monte Alban and in the National Museum of Anthropology at
Mexico City, but nothing had prepared him for the eerie timeless-
ness of this tomb. The great Lid, with its complex intetlocking
design, scemed to belong to anuther world—a place where logic
and reason are tumed upside down. A work of art, yes, but
something more then this:a riddle. Now he understood why von
Diiniken and others had been so obsessed with this one anliquity,
for like Pacal’s jade mask, with its half-open lips and quizzical
expression, it challenged the onlooker to probe into its mysteries
while denyingastraightforward answer. Seeing it now for the first
fime, something of its magic scemed (o pass into him, Cotterell
could nolonger ignore it nor pretend it was justan inscribed stone
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underneath the myths and superstitions there was a real human
being, a wise teacher, who had once instigated a religion based
upon self-transformation. 1 wanted now to know what this reli-
gion had been about, and if possible to identify this teacher and
when he had lived.

In December 1994 T had the opportunity at last of following in
Maurice's footsteps. By now 1 had read a great deal about the
Maya, Atecs, Taltecs and sa forth, and looked forward to seeing
the ruinsof this amazing civilization for myself. My wife Dee, whe
s the photographer of the family, arranged to take time off work
and come along as well. She had accompanied Robert Bauval and
‘me on my first trip to see the pyramids of Egypt, and was keen to
sce how the Mexican ones would compare. Arriving in Mexico
City, we were agrecably surprised by how attractive the centre
stillis and at how many old colonial buildings have survived the
ravages of time. Though earthquakes' are an ever-present reality
in this part of the world, the greater threat to buildings appears to
be subsidence. | was amazed to sec that many of the ald churches
have sunk by up to nine feet in the soft soil beneath them, and can
now be reached only by bridges and stairs. Other buildings, such
as calonial mansions, show great cracks in the walls as they too
sink into the bed of Lake Texcoco. With the help of UNESCO,
money is being poured in to save the architectural treasure that i<
old Mexico City, but it stll seems to be too little too late. Perhaps
o amount of money is sufficient to hold back the forces of nature
forever.

Atthe z0caln there wasa demonstration by Maya Indians angry
about the appaintment o a new governor for Chiapas region.
Huddled in small groups under makeshift tents of coloured plas-
tic, they looked tired and dejected It scemed that the Zaporista
rebellion of the previous spring was still rumbling on with it

sfaction for the Maya.” In front of the square was the great
cathedzal, which had apparently taken nearly 500 years to build
and was now falling down. Incongzuously for a Christian manu-
ment, it had a large plaque on its front emblazoned with the old
Aztec symbol of Tenochitlan: an eagle standing on a cactus and
clutching a serpent in its beak. | was soon to discover that this
symbolis now the coat-of-arms for the whole Mexican nation, and
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is o be found everywhere from public buildings and T-shirts to
the coinage (ser Figure 32). With mixed emations, for the Catholic
Church still commands enormous respect at all levels of society,
the Mexicans are reclaiming their past, and this Aztec emblem
seems t0 represent for them all that was great about their country
before the arrival of Cortes.

Behind the tumbling cathedral | came across the ruins of the
Templo Mayor with its succession of building plans like tree
rings. | shuddered to think of the 20,000 souls who had had their
hezrts torm out in the dedication ceremonics for just one of these
buildings, but then the Aztecs—like other Indians—belicved in
reincarnation and that the souls of those so sacrificed would go
straight to heaven. It took an effort of imagination to sce the
blackened volcanic stones before me as the base of the glittering,
brightly-painted, twin-towered pyramid illustrated in my guide-
book. They looked more like the foundations of some bleak
Lancashire cotton-mill. Then I called to mind the writings of Fray
Bernardino Sahagun, the first missionary to befriend the Indians
and to make a serious record of their traditions before they all

Figure 32 Eagle clutching a serpont frons the outsids o the Mexican Muserors
of Anthropology
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Figure v
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Month names alsvays had their own coeficient numbers, such as 4
Muan, 5 Pop, etc. The numbers ran from Zero, ot ‘Seating’ af the month,
to19

Maonth Nubers
Bo9..10. 11,02, 13,14, .15, . 16...17. . 18...19
DT ZoniB v odniBes 56650751080





index-144_1.jpg
23 The Mayan P

phecies

Because astrology relates to ‘Calendar months’, our interest m
on the period of 04375 days (365.25 divided by 12),

e 05 2 g o . 0 e

i

rigears

With respect Lo point A, Pappears fo have:fallen backs:
resport toT, P has fallen buck by 61442

But with

Vit

et

Appendix 2b 237

[

With respect 10 W (Tig. ALS) P appears to have fallen back o ‘scanned”
ARl 938 of E. 1L is this eitect that inlerests us, An observer stationed on
the Berth would soe P ecan through 934 ot I every calendar month.






index-36_1.jpg
52 The Mayan Prophecies

space shuttle Discoorry were prevented from working outside
their capsule. In the end their mission was aborted a day early
because of a computer malfunction thought to have been caused
by the storm. Even under the blanket of the higher atmosphere
there were dangers. & Concorde airliner had lobe diverted south-
wards to avoid subjecting its crew and passengers to the risk of
unnecessary radiation. All in all, this one flare—by no means a
spectacular event in solar terms—had caused havoc on Farth.

Astrogenetics

Back in 1986 this event was sill in the future but Cotterell was
already putting together a new theory that linked astrology with
solar behaviour. 1ie was convinced that astrological differences
between people were caused by variations in the solar wind
affecting the Earth's magnetic ficld, which in turn influcnced the
future development of a foetus at conception. In other wards, a
newly fertilized human egg, was stamped at conception with the
pattern of the prevailing magnetic atmosphere, and this deter-
mined its astrological type at birth. This ‘conception’ theory was
radically different from that held by mostastrologers whobelieve
that occult planetary and stellar influences at birth are what are
important, Nevertheless Cotterell was convinced that he was right
inthis matter and began writing abook on the subject, His findings
are summarized in Appendices 1and 2 but can be read in more
detail in his book Astrageretics

By the middle of the year he had Astrogenetics ready in its first
draftand sent it out to various leading authorities on astronory
and astrology, hoping cither to get some favourable comments or,
failing that, atleast some positive feedback concerning his theory.
Sadly, most of the people he wrote to didn't reply and he could
only assume that they either totelly disagreed with his findings or
were not interested in the thesis. Undeterred, he learned of a
forthcoming International Conferencean Astrology that was tobe:
hosted by the British Astrological Saciety at the Royal Free Hos-
pitalin London. Informed of his years of research, they agreed that
he should come along and tell delegates of his discoveries. True,
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hewaould haveonly ten minutes before lunch to describe two years
of work, vet this was better than nothing and it would at last
provice an opportunity to give the whole subject a public airing,

As it tumed out he was n0t to be disappointed. Predictably,
most of the gathered astrologers were less than pleased with his
theory that the time of conception, not birth, was what mattered.
Toaccept such a proposal would mean that the very foundations
of their science would have to be changed. Not only that but a
significant proportion of their would-be clients have no know'-
edge of their cxact time and place of birth even if they know the
date. How many people could be expected (o xnow where or when
they were conceived? Even assuming theis parentscould tell them
when the fikely act of intercourse that resulted in pregnancy took
Place, this would still not pinpoint the moment of conception,
which could have happened houss or even days later. Given such
practical considerations, it was tobe expected thathis ideas would
get only a lukewarm reception at best, However, all was not
entirely lost for astrologers were not the only peaple lisiening to
the lecture. In their midst were members of another profession—
journalists. When the event ceme to be reported the nex: day in
the papers, it was Cotterell’s new theory that was given the most
ateention. In the conrse of a long article, Diana Futchinson of the.
Duily Mail called him “The wizard who gets astrologers secing
stars’ and went on to say that he ' seems fo prave there is a
ientific basis for astrology”.”” This was followed by radio inter-
views on BBC World Service, BFPO,” and an hour-long phone-in
on LBC." At last the subject of sunspots, the solar wind and its
effect on human genetics was getting a public airing;

“This, however, was to turn out to be only the beginning. Two
years later, in 1988, he pulled the whole theory logether and
publishoditunder the title Astrogenetics—The Nei Theory. Though
such magazines as Nature refused to review it, the thesis dic
Teceive praise from certain more open-minded academics.”
Meanwhile Cotterell had changed his job and wes now working
at Cranfield Institute of Technology (now Cranfield University).
This was most fortuitous for it offered him a golden opportunity
tomake use of one of the most powerful computers in the counry
On the university's computer, he used a dedicated algorithm to
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Figure 60 The Earth's magnetic fed in comqparison with the dgnamo
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secondary livelihoods to the primary nature of crustal shift. Ac-
cording to Hapgood, crustal shift was made possible by a layer of
liquid rock situated about 100 miles beneath the surface of the
planet. A poleshift would thusdisplace the Earths crustinaround
the inner mantle, resulting in crustal rock’s being exposed to
‘magretic ficlds of a different direction (sre Figure 61).

In his bestselling book Earth i1 Upleaval, historian Immanuel
Velikovsky gave an account of what might be expected when the
Earth tilts on s axis

At that moment an carthquake would make the globe shudder
Air and water would continue 1o move through inerta; hurricancs
swould sweep the Earth, and the seas would rush over contineats,
carrying gravel and sand and marine animals, and casting them onto
land. Heat would be developed, rocks would melt, voleanoes would
erupt, lava would flow from fissures in the ruptured ground and cover
vast areas. Mountains would spring up from the plains and would
climb and travel upon the shoulders of other mounlairs, causing,
fauts and sift. Lakes would be tilted and emptied, rivers would,
chanige their beds; large land areas with all their inhabitants would.
slip under the sea_ Forests wouldt burn, and the hurricanes and wild
seas would wrest them from the ground on which they grew and pile
them, branch ard root, in huge heaps. Scas would turn into deserss,
their waters rolling away

And f a change in the velocity of the diurnal rofation [slowing the
planet down] should accompany the shifting of the mxs, the water
confined o the equatorial aceans by centrifugal force would retreat to
the poles, and high tites andt hurricanes woud rush from pole topore,
carrying reindeers and seals to the tropics and deser Lions to the
Aretic, moving from the equator up to the mountain ricges of the
Himalayas and dossn the African jungles; and crumbled rocks tom
from splintering mo.ntains would be scaftered over large distances;
and herds of animals woul: be washe from the plains of iberia. Th-
shifting of the axis would change he climate of every place, leaving
coralsin Newfoundland and clephansin Alaska, fig trees in northern
Greenland and Iuxuriant forests in Antarctica. In the even of a rapid
shift of the axis, many species and genera of animals on Janc and in
the sea would be destroyed, and civilizations, if any, would be
reduced to ruins.”

Velikovsky continues:





index-53_1.jpg
85 The Mayan Prophecics

number of tourists thronging its rooms and galleries, but con-
versely thereis the sense that one is intruding intoa private world,
like walking into a great house only nominally open to the public.

Each of the great museums in London has a twin function, to
be both an institation with a duty to provide an opportunity for
the public fo view its collection and an academic body with
responsibilities to carc for the collection in its keeping and to
carry out resarch. In addition to an army of yawning guards,
standing or silting in every room to which the public has access
the muscums employ a large number of scholars. In the British
Museum itself there are whole departments tucked away behind
mahogany doors and occupying large segments of the building
The staff who man these departments have at their disposal
libraries and research facilities that are not open to the general
public, but they are required, under the erms of the Museu's
charter, to offer assistance and advice when asked. Jus as anyone
i free to apply for a pass to the famous British Museum Reading
Room, which is also closed to the public, so they can contact
members of staff ither by letter, phone or in person and ask for
information. This is a very important right, for at the end of the
day it is the taxpaying public who fund these institutions and
support their wark

While writing The Orion Mystery 1 had quite a few dealings with
the Egyptologists of the British Museum and found them always
to be courteous and helpful. That is ot to say that they agreed
with everything we had to say, but they were at least willing to
talk to us. T was thercfore very surprised to hear hoyw Maurice
Cotterell had had enormous difficulfiesnatjust in having his ideas
accepted but in even getting an appointment at The Museum of
Mankind. In October 1992 he telephoned to arrange an appoint-
ment o discuss his work with an assistant keeper af the Museum.
e had alreadly ried by letter but not having reccived a reply he.
decided that the phone was the only way to get heard. When he
eventually got through, he was refused point blank. Undeterred,
he contacted the Mexican Embassy in London and got talking to
their cultural attaché, Mr Ortez, He was very interested in the
work and could see the value in it but even he could not arrange
an interview with the Museum because the staff were too busy.
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Two months later Cotterell went to see Mr Ortez in person, and
this time they had mare luck with the Museum: an assistant
reluctantly agreed to give him ten minutes of her time. He raced
across London accordingly, feeling as if he had been granted an
audience with the queen. As it turned out he was wasting his fime,
far she barely listened to what he hadi to say before turning on him
and telling him in a scolding tone 10 get out and read some books
by proper autherities on the matter.

As far as e could tell, her central eriticism of his theories was
that the Maya had no acetates at their disposal, so whalever he
‘might have discovered using this method must therefore be in-
valid. On the face of it this was a valid point. Of course the Maya
didn'thave acetate copiesof the Lid to play around with s he had,
but did they really need them? There could be another explana-
tion. 1Fhe had been given the time Cotterell could have pointed to
the Popl Vah, which said:

and the Kings knew if there would be a war, and everything was
clear before their eyes; they saw i there would he death, and hunger,
and if there would be strife

For Cotterell, the Popo! Vi was the book of the past, the preser,
and the future. It also contained a revealing reference to the
superior intelligence with which the founding fathers were
endowed:

They saw, and could sce instantly far, they succeeded in knowing
all that there s in the World. When they looked, instanty they saw all
around them and they contemplaced in furn the arch of the heaven
and the zaund face of the Earth. The things hidden (in the disterce)
they saw al, without frs: having fo moves at once they saw the World

sreat was their wisdom

As far as Cotterell was concerned, the Maya had no need of
acetates. Their writings and their superior knowledge of astron-
omy, architecture and science were preof enough of this. Al
though he did not know precisely how they had acquired their
highly developed spatial abilities, he felt he had the evidence for
itin front of him in the imayges he had decoded from the Lid. The
Maya were certainly far more advanced than their neighbours,
beingalmost alone amongst the Indian tribes of North America in
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eschpartofthe micracosm was only one picee of the largor macrocostmic
wniverse. Exchindividual was likenwise  sel-same piece of creation. Lhis
interpretation extended to the ‘self” and in <0 doing each individual was
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and ‘you are e’ as further epitomized with ticir pantheon of
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hysical Farth and the matire of man alorg the spectrum of duslity of
opposing forces, such asday and nightand birth and deati. Night would
become day. as surely as the day must become night. Good would in
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time become bad, {through excess) as surely as bad would become good
(following aversion to pain ard suffering).

“This understanding of the psyche of the Maya provided the nev key
ofthe decoding process. L am you and youaze me,andifnightbecomes
day and day becores night, perhapsthe missing comers are not actually
missing? And, of course, if the camers are nut achually missing, they
‘must sl therefore, b there

i) The ‘missing comens' had taken with them the overlaid comer
patten missing comer pattern was casy ka exmapolate for twa
reasons. Firstly, it consistecd of a series of ustaposed dots and circles, the
inference of the completed pattem cauld o casily conjectured and.
secondly, an identical putters eppeared in another border box (the
central horder box) a few boxes away from the missing code:

ol

Missing code

Similar ende

Figor AT

Itisa simple matter t repair half of a issing ccoss, for example.a mirror
eld at the s of the cross, would complete the missizg hall. And 5o it
was with the Lid of Palenque. Bul the mirror could nnt be held clos
enousgh to the damaged dots to complete the pattern. The only way the
pattern could be completed was to make a photocopy transparency.
{acetate) uf the Lid and place Uhe acelate on top of fhe missing corner.
The complete pattern wes fus zestored. The missing comer was re-
paired. The investigation had producecl an acetate copy of the original
Lid desin and moreover, the missing cormer cauld only be reinstaled.
by eriatiig the acetate an top of the onginal. The second step in the.
decading process had been successtully accomplished
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banished all snekes from [reland shortly aiter bringing the Ch
tian Gospel to ts shores. It is said that Patrick! wishing to explain
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity tothe Irish, bent down and picked
a three-leafed shamrock, its three-in-ane desige a suitable symbol
for what he wished to convey. Thereater the umble shamrock
was revered as somehow holy and lrish, so that loday it has come
to symbolize not just the Trinity but Ireland hersclf, However, it
wag not really the shamrock which taught the Irish about Christi-
anity but St Patrick who made use of it as a symbol. Looking at
the snakeskin patterns | wondered, could not somethirg similar
have happened in the Yucatan long, long ago? Could there have
been a ‘St Patrick’ washed up on the shores of Yucatan, who
sceking to make himself understood, made use of a local snake to
teach the people he met the clements of an advanced religion?
Could the canmayte patie, like the shamrock, have become a
cultural icor: on account of its association with such a wise man?
This, | felt, was a more likely explanation than the simple one of
cultural evolution. T was also beginning to suspect that this ‘St
Patrick’ might be the real Quetzalcoatl, and 1 was now to find out
his name; Zamna.

In his book The Rattlesuake School, Don José gives the name
Zamnaism to the ancientreligion of the Maya. Zamna (or tzamna)
was the head of the Mayan pantheon of gods and was, according,
ta Don José, the prototype of the later Quetzalcoall. He writes:

Zamna, the main Mayan godt-hero, appears Lo be the original pattern
ormedel for the Quetzalcoati Toltec ceity. Being earlier than the Tolrec
invasionof Yucatan, he has the same attributesas the atter. Zamnaism
was a non-bloody and non-violen: religion. Human sacri‘ices were
introduced into Yucatan by Tula's Quetzalcoati-Topilzin Ce-Acatl,
wwho left here, as also among the Maya Quiché of Guatemala the.
flourishing practice of beholcing the tribes sacrificed in his presence,
In his boyhood the author [Don José] saw al Izamal, Yucatan, a greal
stuceo head of Zamna, destruyed later by disrespectful hands.

Fortunately an etching of this great head of Zamna was made
by Frederick Catherwood in 1844, so we are able to see what it
looked like (ser Figure 45). Tt is nothing like the later representa-
tiors of Itzamna that one sees in the Mayan Codices, w

portray him as an aged god. This sculpfure—manolithic in

Figure 45 Cathertoood s print o the ginai Head of Zawina ot Lzl

scale—has its mouth open, implying that he is giving voice to
some important teaching. Althouigh, as Don José says, the head
of Zamna at [zamal has long since fallen prey to vandals, I did
sce something similar to it among the ruins of Palengue. There
at the foot of the Palace was another great stucco head. It wears
a plumed headdress and starcs out meditatively (see Figure 46).
Thata head of Zamna should be there i certainly no coincidence,
for the religion practised at Palenque was certainly in some way
related to the Quetzalcoatl-Kukulcan cult, The name Falenque is
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and seemingly insuperable problems in front of the investigator;
there are so many unanswered questions. Ifthere really had been
anisland continent thesize of Libya and Asia (presumably mean-
ing Asia Minor o Turkey) which sank beneath the waves, why is
there no trace of it today ? Not only that, but according to Plato the
Egyptians of his day still had records in their possession of events
that took place in their country at that time. Yet modern
Egyptalogy tells us thal ta all intents and purposes Fgyptian
civilization only began around 3100 BC with the First Dynasty.
According to modern textbooks, at the time specified by Flato the
Egyptiansiwere palacolithicnomads who spenttheir time hunting
lions, goats, crocodiles and hippos, and had not yet got round to
domesticating cattle.”” Could such people have kept any sort of
record concerning a world war on the scale described by Plato?

This is the dichotomy in which we find ourselves. On the one
hand we have Plato, a reputable philosopher and student of
Socrates, narrating a story that includes important information
which he should nol have known abaut {ie ‘he existence of the
Americason the other side of the Atlantic); and on the ather there
s the evidence of modezn science, which gives the lie to the myth
of Atiantis. Can there be any way rourd this impasse? What
implications does it have, if any, for our urderstanding of the
founding of Mayan civilization in the Americas? These are the
questions that now needed answers

The Lost Continent

‘The subject of Atlantis has spawned hundreds of books, Plato’s
simple account has been twisted in all directions with even the
geography of the lost continent called into question. Unravelling
all of this was o prove no easy matter, The most bizarre idea

though for some reason currently the archacoiogically most
acceptableidea—is that the mythical cvilization of Atiantis talked
of by Plato was really that of Crete. It is now generally believed
that Cretan (o Minoan) civilization was brought to an abrupt end
when the neighbourini isiard of Thera (Santorini) exploded ina
violent cruption sometime around 1100 BC. The huge tidal waves
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thatresulted from this local catastrophe would have been enough
<0 devastate the coastal regions of Crete, so it is argued, and could
have delivered such a blow to Minoan civilization that it never
recovered. Given that the Minoans were tradlitional enemies of the
Athenians (as indicated by the story of Theseus and the Cretan
Minotaur)” we have, according to £1is theory, the substance of the
Adantis myth put inio a manageable local frarsework.

The only problem wih this argument is that Plato states
egorically that Allantis lay beyond the Pillars of Hercules and
dominated western Europe anc |ibya. Nowhere does he suggest
alinkwith Crete, the Minataur, orany local difficalties with fellow
inkabitants of the castemn Mediterranean. To sugggest otherwise
‘may be an intriguing and clever idea—and it may alsa be true that
the explasion of Santorini destroyed the pawer of the Minoan
Fmpire in 1400 BC—but it surely has little to do with Atlantis,
mythical or real. To get to the fruth we have to dig deeper than
this

Of all the hundreds of books written on the subject of Atiantis,
themostinfluential remairs Athantis the Anée-dilusian Worid. It was
written by Ignatius Donnelly, a Uniced States congressman, ard
immediaiely became a bestseller. In its revised edition, edited by
Egerton Sykes in 1950, it is sill widcly read and quoted by people
interested in the subject, Casting his net widely, Dannelly shiftcd
through thausands of fragmentary pieces of circums:antial evi
dericein his quest for proof of the existence of the lost continert
s fohn Michell was t0 write i 1954

Donnely had compilec] an impress ve cate
twveen the myths, folklore, anthropology and ar:
forms of animal and plant life, of the continents border
Atlentie Ocean. His proot of the reality of Atants rested on the
cumlative effect of all this evidence rather (han any single piece of

e of similaritios be-
acts, as well a the

an the

He was certainly of the view that the cortinent af Atlantia was
where Plata said 1t should be, beyond the Pillars of Hercules, andt
sought to find evidence—mythological, gevlogical, religious and
linguistic—to prove that this was so. e also, like Brasseur de
Bourbourg before him, ivas of the opirion tha: Mayan civilization
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sophisticated calendar. Today in the West we make usc of the
Gregorian Calendar (an updated version of the Julian) and all our
dates are pegged to a specific event, the birth of Chist, in the
notional year AD 0. All dates before this are BC and all dates after
AD. Using our calendar we are able o give dates to any period or
epoch in history, and to look forward to future epochs. So much
apart of our daily lives has the Gregarian Calendar become that
we tend to forget that it is neither the only one currently used in
the world, nor was it used in the distant past. In Mesoamerica
before the arrival of the Spaniards the Christian calendar was
unknown, For them the beginning of the calendar was not the
birth of Christ but another event far back in antiquity, the Birth of
Venus, This had nothing to do with the beautiful goddess of
Turopean mythology but rather the ‘fest’ rising {or Birth) of the
planet Venus. The Mava were great astronomers and, as we shall
see, the mavements of Vemus were followed closely, forming the
basis of a complex calendrical system that stretched over
thousands of years.

‘The breaking of the code of the Mayan Long Count calendar
awes much to the work of a German librarian by the name of
Emst Torstemann. He was a native of Danzig who by 1867 was
working in the library of Dresden. Nothing very unusual in this,
ane might think, but it just happened that the library was in
possession of the most important of all Mayan documents—the
Dresden Codex. In 1880 he started studying the Codex in eamest,
beginning by making an extremely accurate facsimile. He only
isstied 60 sets of these, but it is just as well that he went to such
trouble for the original was to be severcly damaged by water
when it was stored in a wine cellar during the Second World
War.

Already in 1852 an American named Cyrus Thomas had ad-
duced from a closc study of a photograph of a partial inscription
that Mayan numbers were to be read from left to right and lop to
bottom. Working with the Dresden and a copy of 1anda’s Rélacun,
Forstemann was able to take this work further and fully elucidate
the workings of the Mayan calendar. He discovered that they used
abase-20 (vigesimal) system instead of @ decimal one such as our
own, and that they had recorded datesin the form of a Long Count
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Figure 26 Borders of the Lid

interacted with one another. Could he have done the same with
the border? Was the chipping of the comers done intentionally to
draw attention to something? In short, was there a message to be
read in this?

He reasoned tha the Maya believed each part of the microcosm
tobeonly one part of the macrocosmic universe, and each individ-
wal tobelikewise asimilar piece of Creation. This idea extended to
the self, so that each individual could be apprehended as a tiny
piece of oneness, which in turn led to the dualist perception of T
am you' and ‘You are me'. He could see that this was epitomized
in their pantheon of gocs representing the opposing forces of
nature. Both the nature of the physical carth and of humanity were
split into dualities that were really complementary, such as day
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and night, birth and death. Yet these apparently dual natures had
a habit of changing into their opposites, so that night would incx-
orably become day and day would become night. Similarly birth
would lead to death and death to birth. Good wand in time
becomebad (through excess) as surely as bad would become good
(following aversion ta pain and suffering).

This new insight he had into the psyche of the Maya provided
the next key to the decoding process. For if 1am you and you are
me, if night becomes day and day becomes night, then perhaps
the missing corners are nol really missing at all. Maybe they ere
just not visible unless you look for them in the right way, to sec
how missing’can turn into ‘found". Looking at the problem in this
way gave Cotterell anew perspective and led him into a different
line of reasoning, Perhaps, put simply, there was indeed a
‘messagge:'Complete the cornersand you will find something else.”

Looking at the right-hand border, the broken code at the top
should have consisted of five large dofs linked together in an
X-shaped cross by smaller dots (see Figure 27). That this was so
was indicated by the appearance of this same symbol halfway
down the border. Very well then; the message seemed to be that
this symbol needed tobecompleted—but this st leftthe question
of how? Looking at a graphic representation of the Lid complete
withits border, Cotterell surmised that if a copy of it were laid on
top of it, with the borders overlapping, then the comer could, as
it were, be macle complete. The copy would, in effect, supply the

W(E

Figure 27 The brokens corners can be oxeriagped
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and bury their dead at the ancient site of Teotihuacan, the place of
supreme sacrifice. They seem to have been in no doubt of i
sanetity asthe original cily of the benign god Quetzalcoatl, forthey
had been taught by the Toltecs that it was here thal he brought
abuut the birth of the [ifth sun. This tourth-age capital, with its
pyramids and temples now buried under layers of carth and
vegetation, confinuesd to be o great place of pilgrimage for
Mesoamericans right up until the comming of the Spanish

Weanwhile, further east in Chiapas and the Yucatan, a scparate
Mayan civilization deviloped i parallel with the rise of
Teatihuacan. The eatly origins of this civilization remain some-
thing of a mystery bul must have paralleled developments in
Teofiuacan. Iy 1011 BC, as ‘Olmecs’, the Maya built cilies on the
coast of Tabasco before spreading west to Oaxaca. They also
developed a syslem of hieroglyphs, which they later taughf to the
Zapotees, and the Long, Count method of recording dates with
reference to the start of the age in 3114 BC

By AD 600 the Maya of Chiapas were building cities such as
Palenque and had developed a highly sophisticated architectural
style of their own. As clsewhere in Mesoamerica they buill
pyramid-lemples Lo serve both as cult centres and tombs for such
ilustrious rulers as Pacal. They preserved the knowledge of their
ancestors and absorbed much from their contacts with far-off
Teatihuacan. According to Spanish reports they helieved them
sclves to he descended in part at least, from people who came
irom overscased by aman called Votan, e also was said lohave
been white-skinned and to have made several return voyages (o
his old homeland. On one of these he apparently visited a great
city with a high lower reaching up 1o heaven. As the people
depicted on the walls of Palenque have large noses and Took quite
Semitic, it is tempting o think thal Votan may have been either an
Kgyptian or Carthaginian,

Tike Feotimacan, Palenque and U othe cities of the Central
Mayan area were abandancd by AT 800, due to the same factors
that had influenced population decline in western Mexico. The
Mayans left their lowland cities and moved to the highland re-
gions, where there was more rainiall. They never returned, and
such citics a3 Palenque, Banampak and Yaxchilan were quickly
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swallowed by the jungle. In the northern Yueatan, peaple fared
rather better, By making use of underground reservoirs of watc,
they were ol as dependent on steady rainfall and were able o
bring forth a new flowering of Mayan culture at such siles as
Uxmal, Chichen Itza and Mayapan. Later the province was
invaded by the Toltecs from the second Tula, led by another
Quetzalcoat] (the ane known as Topilzin, and a new militaristic
clement was added to what had, until then, been a l
peaccable civilization,

‘This confused scenario seems L0 have been the course of history
in Central America frorn the time of Atlantis to the coming of the
Spaniards in 1519, How things would have developedt had Cortes
and his men not made their fateful foatfall is anyone’s guess. It
docs scem, however, that the indligenous civilization was already
indecline by that time. Incessant warfare, human sacrifice,discase
and overworking of the land were all contributory factors to this
decline. FHowever, above and beyond all of these was a loss of
vision. The lands of Quetzalcoati-Kukulcan were inneect of a fresh
input of ideas and energies, for the people had lost their under-
standing, That this should have happened in such a brutal way as
theSpanishCanguestwithitsattendant Inquisitionseems e to
have been one of the greal lragedies of history, for itis clear that
the expected 'return of Quetzalcoall should have been a peaceful
event. Lwas now anxious to explore the deeper, more esoteric side
ofthe Quetzalcoatl tradition and, rather surprisingly, 1 was to find
that it had many resonances with Gostic Christianity

Quetzalcoatl, the good god

The invalvement of the god Quelzalcoatl in the sacrifice at
Teotihuacan is something of an enigma in itself, for it seems that
originally the name Quetzalcoatl {or Kukulcan, to give him his
Mayan name) was a celestial god. One of the four sans of the
primary divine couple Ometeof] (Hunabku in the Mayan tradi-
tiom), he ruled the sky in the west, his colaur being white, This, as
onemight expect signified pusity, goodness and wisdom. He was
also identificd with Venus, which is both white and the brightest
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Appendix 3: Solar Radiation and
Hormone Production in Humans

The Maya worshipped the sun s the god of ertliy. Here we shaw how
Solarradiation affocts the manuéacture o fertiliy Bormones, and tsuch
a degree that leads us to the conclusian that human fertlity s in fact
deperdent on solar rediction

videne oxists thatserves o llustrate that female humans, deprived of
solarradiation foralength aftime, experience disruptive changes in their
endoczine systems. Such disruption in tum severely affects the pro-
duction of the ‘timing hormone melatonin and the fertlity hormones
oestrogen (eslroen) and progesterone.

Among such evidence 5 a Teport in the New Scieufist of June 1989,
svhich illustrates endocrine dependence upon solar zadiation. Stefania
Follini, an ltalian interios designer, spent four months it & cave in New
Mexico. Italian scientists watched how she responded to the isolaion
because of its implications for space travel, Her waking days Lasted 35
haurs and were punctuated by slecping periads of abaut 10 hours. She
Jost 17 pounds (7.7 kilograms) and her mensteual cycle stopped Follini
belicved she had spent twa manths underground, Rot four,

uch effects should be no suzprise (o us now, for we have seen (ir,
Appendix 2) hows the sun's radiation is responsible for the mutation of
cells at the moment of canception. Let s Aow consider haw the sun's
radiation would ikewise directly afect the endocrine systern

Dr Ross Adey of | oma ©inda Hospital, California, has undertaken
more than 18 years' rescarch into the effects of magnetic ields on liv
cells. In a scientific paper publishe in 1957, “Coll membranes, Eleciro-
‘magnetic felds ard Intercellular Communication’, he explains haw the
combined effest of o magnetic fields, one static and another ascilating
imilar (0 the Farth's and the sun's Hilds), caue changes in the ‘Liming,

smones’ of various Lving creatures:

Appendix 3 245

Abot 20, o pineal cells in pigeons, guinea-pi
changesin

and rats, respond to

divection and intensity o the Eart's magretc (el (Semman,
s

587) Exporimenta! inversion of the horbzontal component of the
onagoetic feld spnificanily decresses synthesis and cocretion of he ppt;
ormane melatonir, which powertully influences creadizn thythms and
reduces actvicy L s synchesizing enzymes (Walker et al, 1983).

Adey’s results suggest that the sun's radiation is responsible for
bioehythmic regulation of arganisms at al imes afeer conception.

This in (urn suggests that the sun's Heday raciation sequence i
responsible for the 35 day biorhythm cycle as disposed by (he effect
‘modulating magnelic signals on the peplide hormone melatonin.

g A

Ary hypothesis rolating to emotinal—or indeed biorhyihmic
‘causes and effects requires rigorous testing, Butsuch data s very dificull
10 collectand /or monitor.

In that we are searching for links between fhe sun's 28-day radiabor.
sequence and hormonal activity we could select another group of
hormones—those responsible for fertlily and menslruation—with
RIS il i b s Them ase ich e AR PR e
and understoud,
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outskirts. For here, like a little tropical oasis and in defiance of the
thundering traffic going past, lies the famous La Venta Park.

1 had read abou La Venta before leaving England, and very
much wanted to sce it for myself, Set up in the 19505 by the poet,
anthropologistand collector Carlos Pellicer, it prescrvesinamore
or less natural setting 31 of the most extraordinary and oldest
sculprures to be seen in the Americas. Their original home, the
island of La Venta, is a humid piece of tropical swampland on the
“Tonali River. However, between 1200 and 6000 BC this unprony
ing, piece of real estate was the capital city of the ‘Rubber People
orOlmecs, whoonce inhabited the Tabasca region, arc it features
the oldest pyramids so far found in the Americas. The origins of
this civilization are lost in the mists of fime but go back to atleast
3000 BC. The Olmecs are credited with many of the most impor-
tant cultural developments of Central America, including the first
proper cultivaton of maize and the invention of the famous
ball-game that seems in Classic times to have had as much fasci-
nation for ancient Mexicans of 2ll races as soccer does today
Because Olmec pyramids were built out of mud-bricks, litle
remains of them but mounds of earth, most of which have yet to
be excavated. But because they made their sculptures out of
basali—a haré, volcanic stone—these have survived in rather
better condition

‘The influence of the Olmecs extended throughout much of
Central America: to Mayaland in the east and the Ocxaca Valley
inthe west, Unfortunately, and unknown to them, their capital sat
on top of one of the largest oilfields in Mexico. When in 1937,
during archacological excavations, this was revealed, it posed a
quandary: how could the site be exploited commercially without
destroying it for archacology? It was realized that little could be
done for the site tsel if Mexica were tomake the mast of this new
resaurce. The best that could be achieved was to remove whatever
‘was portable toan arca of elative safoty. Thus it was that La Venta
Parkin Villahermosa became the new home of the priceless Olmec
statues

Arriving at the park gates, we made our way through a small
70010 the Lagaon af llusions where the sculptures stand. The first
to greet us was The Walker, a piece of basalt about two feet high
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displaying a relief of a siriding, bearded figure carrying a flag,
underneath which were three, barely legible hieroglyphs (see
Figure 53). To me The Walker looked very much like the Egyptian
Orion, except that instead of holding a staff he had a flag. I was
therefore not surprised 1o be told that one of the three symbols
represented a star. There was no explanation, however, for why
he should have been bearded

There are quite a number of bearded sculptures by the Olmees
and other early peoples, including some of the ‘dancers” of Monte
‘Alban. In that itis a fact of genetics that full-blooded Amerindians
do nat grow beards, this is a matter that continues to perplex
archacologists. Atiempis have been made to explain the beards as
deformed jaws, but it is clear to any impartial observer that there
really s no explanation that holds water other then that the
individuals so represented were not Amerindians. It seemed that
right at the start of our jungle trek we were faced with evidence
for pre-Columbian contacts

Alittle further down the trail we came o the first of the famous
Olmec heads (see Plate 38). Some 18 of these have been discovered
o date, and new ones are regularly being uncarthed all over the

Figure 53 Olmee Sculpture “The Waiker
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commercial break ended. Both of them were women in their mid-
tolate hwenties, as smartly dressed and made up as any European
or American TV hostess. Yet written in their faces and behind the
‘mask of modernity was the tortured histary of their country. The
one girl, the more senior, was clearly of Spanish stock. To her right
and acting as interpreter was her assistant, equally pretty but with
the unmistakable features of a Mayan Indian Their guest thatday,
the focus of their attention, was Maurice Cotterell, and he was
about to reveal his discoveries for their benefit,

Maurice had brought with him a large folder of notes and A%
acetate copies of the siab. Under the watchful eye of the camera
and to the excitement of the two girls, he began to explain how it
contained in condensed form an encyclopaedia of ancient Mayan
knowledge. Laying the acetates side by side, he showed them how
the borcers of the slab contained hidden images, such as a tiger,
the Mayan version of the Great Bear constellation and a stylized
dog, the planet Venus as the evening star. Now putting the ace-
fates one on top of the ofher, he revealed further images such as
the bat god of death and Quetzalcoatl, the feathered serpent. He
concluded his magic show by asserting that the Maya were a
highly intelligent people and that they had evidently carved the
slab in order to preserve their knowledge for nosterity. He hoped
that Mexican archaeclogists would take this werk further, for he
believed that he had at last found the key to the mystery of the
Maya and why they had disappeared.

Within minutes of the program going out on air, the switch
board at the television station was jammed. It seemed that kalf of
Mexico City had been glued to their screens, learning for the first
time about a theory British archacologjsts had done their best to
suppress. Among the callers was the First Lady’s friend, herself
the wife of a cabmet minister. Both she and the president’s wifc
were members of the prestigious Voluntary Cultural Society of
Mexico City, and itjust so happened that they were about to hold
one of their biannual meetings. Exhilarated, she asked if Maurice
would be willing lo come along and talk to the society about his
discoverics. Thus it was that two days later he found himselfinan
official goverament buildingsianding beforean audience ofabout
farty ladies, including the wives of ofher government ministers

it
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Asthey had no overhead projector, he had to hold up the acctates
against a white background while he explained his theories. Al-
though the room was crowded and it was impossible to sec what
was going on from the back, this didn't seem to matter for many
ofthelacies had alrcady scen the TV interview. They were ecstatic
aver the very idea of such a discovery concerning one of their
nation's most treasured relics from the past, and were quite unin-
hibited about saying so. Some of the ladies were in tears; others
Kissed him proclaiming him the reincarnatior. of Pacal. All wantead
toshake his hand and were keen to offer whatever help they could
to further his work. The First Lady, in @ gesture that brought
applause all round, awarded him a medal with a yellow risbon
the highest honour bestawed by the society. She also promised to
arrange meetings for him with some tap Mexican archaeologists.
Since this had been one of the chief reasons for his coming to
Mexico in the first place, he was extremely grateful to her—but at
thesame time he was apprehensive after his bad experience at The.
Muscum of Mankind. Would things be any different now? He
hoped so, but casting his mind back to what had happened before
he had to admit the amens were not good.

Meetings with the Inqui

Following his disastrous appointment at The Museurn of Man-
kind, Cotterell knew that in promoting his theories he could
expect little or no help from professional archaeologists. Never-
theless it was important that he should discuss his findings with,
them, if only as a matter of courtesy. Not only that but he needed
intelligent feedback on how his ideas fitted with the accepted
consensus concerning the Maya. He was thercfore keen to meet
with the Mexican academics, When he had arrived in Mexico City
he had attempted, without success, to see the Director of the
Templo Mayor Museum, who was apparently out of the country.
Following the TV program, however, and the publication of
articles concerning Cotterell’s work in the papers, he suddenly
returned and an appointment was duly arranged.

Tfthe meeting in The Museurn of Mankind had been frosty, this
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Adrian G Gilbert, widely known from the BBC documentary The
Great Pyramid—Gateway to the Stars, is co-author of the bestseller
The Orion Mystery and has also written and published a number
of other books.

Maurice M Cotterell is an internationally acclaimed writer, engi-
neer, and independent scientist who has appeared on television
and in the press both nationally and internationally.
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‘The shaking of the rattle

Our trip to Mexico had been much more fruitful than | had
expected. I now felt sure that | was on the track of a possible route
of transmission for the extracrdinary knowledge of the Maya. It
was clear from what Don José had told me that the rattlesnake cult
was an extremely important element in their belicf. But I felt this
wes only part of the story. Tt seemed to me that he was looking at
the subject from a rather earth-bound perspective; there was a
more cosmic element to all of this than the reptlian Crotali

Everything about the Maya pointed to their having been ex-
v good astronomers as well as numerologists, and theiz
interest in the sky seemed to be at the root of whatever it was they
wished to express by the term Quetzalcoat| or ‘feathered serpen’.
Twas rather surprised when at Palengue our guide had pointed
out that the Maya followed the movements of the constellation of
Orian which, he said, was nearly always visible at night at that
Iatitude The interest in Orion, though, seemed to be of secondary

The New Fire, the Chacmools, and the Skull

of Doom 129

importance compared with their fascination with the Pleiades
star-cluster” (sec Plate 37). This small cluster of stars s part of the
constellation of Taurus and may be described as a miniature
version of Ursa Major. It occurred to me that it might well have
been what Catherwood’s ‘elephant’s trunk’as repezted over
and aver on the temples of Yucatan—really represents.
Without knowing in advence where it might lead, T decided to
look into this matter further.

Back at home, in frontof my computer, [began by investigating
the mysterious events surrounding the Pleiades star-group and
the Astec New Yearfestival. The Maya callod the Pleiades the fzab,
‘meaning rattle’. It seems that they regarded them as having much
the same function asa snake's rattle, which is shaken as a warning
before it strikes. If Friar Bernardino Sekagun’s report is to be
believed, the Aztecs must have had arather similar conception. In
his books he prints a picture showing how the Aztecs depicted the
Pleiades as nine stars contained in a sort of daisy chain of seven-
toen other stars (sce Figure 47). English translations of his works
are very hard to come by but fortunately Don José quotes the
relevant passage in one of his booklets, Why the Rattlesnake in
Mayan Cioilizalion. Bocause itis mportant I will quate the passage
in full,

The measturement of ell times that these Tndians [the Mexicans]
carried autwas asfollows: the argest measurement of ime wasaf 104
years, and they clled it century: halfof this pericd, wich s S2years,
they called a sheaf of years. This number of years they have counted
since ancient fimes; it is ot known when 1t began, but they quite
aithfuly believed that the warld would come 0 21 end at the termi-
nationof one of thesesheats, and they had prophectes and oracles that
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The second 260-day period begins with P leading T by 9729729729
degrees o).

We can rnake e ofthis 260-day P error
9729729 5 1/371h of a crcle. We know thercfore that after 37 emrors
{57 360) P and E must again be together at 7er0. 50 P = E = O aiter
37 x 260 days ie 9,620 days (c).

We could subiract 260 days from this figure and be 9729721 deprees
behind F, e 9620 - 260 - 9360, L fics at 7ero, P Isgs E by 0720726
dogrees )

We could double this figere () and knovs that Plegs E by 74729729
dogrees egatter2 9,360 doys (18,720} E-O P29 729729 degries )

W could row add 26) days 10 this e fisure 18720 1 260 (18950
and know that 11~ O, and P rosts o 1 =6 729739 degrecs bebind

/;
4

Appendix 7 257

Figure A59 gives us the Calendar Round using only two fgures: the
solar pole 37 and the solar equator 26

Naw we have this situation:

Figur s

‘This method must contain a S2-day errur becase of the means uf
caleulation, andl this is illustralod as:

259725729 desgrevs for P leading F. 2 260) = 520 1,366,560 - 520
360P
525108

3740 (Earthi

(Remmemberthat the 520 excess facilitates the use of Venusasa calibrator.)

G
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Acotzintli: (Aztee) Wild fruit eaten during the second age according to
the Vatice-Latin Cosex.

Ahau Can: (Mayan) Great Lordly scrpent.

Apachiohualizll: (Aztec) The Floud.

Actec: Last ruling ribe of Moxien before the coming of the Spanish,

Baktun: {Mayan) Time period equal to 144,000 days.

sh) Literally ‘litie goats’, name for the Pleiades

tar-cluster,

Camazotz: (Mayan) Bat who snatches off the head of Hunahpts in the
P Vi

‘Canamayte: (hybrid) Suare pattern on the back of crvtalus ratlesnake.

Carscal: (Spanish) Lierally “smail,cireular observatory at Chichen ltza

Ceiba (Mayan) Large tree symbolic of the Tree of Life and the Milky
Wey

Chaac: (Mayan) Rain gor

Chae Chel: (Mayan) Anciest guddess of water.

Chacmool for Chac Mool): Mysterious type of statu foud n Yucatan,

Chalchiuhilicue: (Aztee) Goddess of wotr.

Chen Bahlum: (Mayan) Snake jaguar, <on of Pacal of Palenque

Chares: {Mayan) Name for priests iniiated into the serpent Lult

Chilem Balan:: Mayan sasant said to have predicted the coming of the
Spanish.

Coallicue (Aziec) Larth gosless of hideous appearance.

Codex:Latin) Manuseripteitherhark book or carly Spanish parchment.

s Part of the Madrid Coden

whaui: Atec goddess who may represent the Milky Way.

durissus durissus: Lype of rattlesnake endemc to Mayan lands.

Cur Vigure ot a god or sk, possibly the same as Chacnool

Enecat]: (Actec) God of wind, aspect of Quezzalcoatl he second age in

the Vitico-Latin Culer
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Gavill: (Spanish) ‘Sheaf’ group of 52 years, making an Aztes ‘century’

Hunaphu: (Vayan) One of the hero twins i the Popul Vi,

Itzamna (Zanna): Fear of the Mayan pantheon, bringer of civilization

Iizasi (Mayan) Warlike lote-comers o Chicher lizz,

Katun: {Mayan Period of time cqual to 7,200 days.

Kin {Mayan) Day.

Kukulean (Cucalcan): (Mayan) ‘Feathered. sepent, equivalent of
Quetzalesar

Mathacel: (Aziec) Fist s (agel aecording lothe Vatico [ atic

Mixtecs: One tribe inhabiting the Oaxaca Valley.

Naciuan-Can: (Maven) Selieved by many [ 0 the ori
Palenque

Nahus AL (Aztee) Chimaipopoca Coes fourth age.

Nabui Enccals {Aetec) Chumalyopos Codes secomd age

Nahui Ocelott: (Azfec) Chimalpogves Coex irs e

Nahei Olln: A zte0) Chimaipopoce Codes filth e

Nahui Quihahuit: (Aztec) Chimalpupocs Csex hird age

Nanshuatzin: (Aztec) Aged gad who sacrificcs himelf o become tie
prosentsun,

Olmexs: (Atec) Literally “Radber T
Mexico,

Pacal: “Handshucld’, Palengue lord buried under e Pyramid of
nseriptions.

Polcan: (Mayan) Snake head.

Popot Vi Quické Mayan Creation epic

Quetzalcoats(Atec] Feahered serpent’, inearor o cvilzation, 3 e

Quichés Linguistic and highland isal branch o the Mayan people.

Tecuciztecel: (Artec) Arrogant god who became the monn

Tenoch Astec king who led his peopl from the north o Leke Texcoco

Teotihuacan Fabled ity of pyramids 40 Kilometees noreh of Meico Ciy.

Tezcatlipoca: (Aztec) ‘Smoking mirror’ miliarisic rival of Quetzalcoat.

Haloc: (Aztec) Rain g0d, equivalent of Magan Chaae.

Veguiyahuillo: (Astec) Taird sge accarding tothe Vot Latus Coer

Tollec: Waslike people ruling much of Mexicu betore the Asrecs

Tonalamatl: (Astec) Period of 260 ays, equivalent of the Mayan Lol

Lonatiuk: (Aztee) Sun gurl

‘Troanc: Part o the Madrid Cudes.

Tun: (Maan) Period ot 360 days,

Toabean: (Mayen) Ratiesnake’

Trinconcow (Astee] Type of it ealen dusing the fird age.

Trolkin: (Mayan) Period 0260 Gy, equi lent o the Agtec onalaial.

| prolo-Mayans of the Gulf of
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painful rituals on themselves to ensure the fertilty of the land. It
was a stratified society, in which both rulers and peasants knew
their plice, but there was one great difference between it and the
sort of Dark Age socicties (hat were their contem poraries in
Europe at the time: they were expert astronomers, They believed
that aey were living in the fifth age of the sun: that prior fo the
creation of modern men there had been four previous races and
four previous ages. These had Il been destroyed in greal cata
clysms, leaving few survivors to tell the tale. According to Mayan
chronalogy, the present age started on 12 August 3114 BC and is
toend on AD22 December 2012. At that time the Easthas we know
itis again to be destroyed by catastrophic earthquakes

Many books have been published about the Maya, vet nobody
has, until this time, been able to exolain their remarkable calendar
or what led them to these particular dates. Whercas a great deal
has been written about the mechanics of their calendzr (as dealt
with in detail in later chapters), their reasons for developing such
camplex systems of marking time as the ‘Long Count” have until
now remained abscure. tis anly now, as their alarm-clock s about
toring, that we are at last able to see what it was that drove them.
We arc beginning to understand that they had knowledge vital
not only for their own time but for the very survival of the human
race in our own

‘Their civilization may have been primitive by our standards—
they had no running water but the babbling brooks, no cars or
roadsand certainly no electronic computers—but they were richly
endowed in other respects. Recent researches show that they
developed their psychic faculties in ways that we have not even
suspected are possible? Like the Aborigines of Australia they
madeactive uscaf dreaming as away of foretelling the future and
of understanding the present, They also followed the planets and
stars with uncanny accuracy even though they had no telescopes
or modem instruments. Above all they were deeply religious,
believing, like many mediacval Christians, in the need for mort
fication of the flesh and self-sacrifice f they were o gainentry into
heaven

From their carly beginnings at the dawn of ime, through a bricf
golden age between around AD 600-800, to a post-Classic period.

The Mysterious Maya 3

lasting a few centuries more, they produced some of the world’s
greatestart, Then, as mysteriously as they hac entered them, they
disappeared from the pages of history. Becausc of some event, the
nature of which is still unknown, their civilization collapsed and
they abandoned their cities. A large part of the area where thy
had once lived, studied the stars and built fabulous pyramids,
returned to jungle. As the Toltecs and later the Aztecs rose to
power in the more northerly provinces surrounding present-day
Mexico City, the surviving Maya retreated either to the hills in the
<outh or to the plains of the Yacatan Peninsula in the north. The
central area, which had been the site of their greatest owering,
was abandoned forever

In 151" the first of several Spanish expeditions landed in the
Yucatan, rying without much success tofind a source of gold. But
by then even this peninsule, the last outpost of a hybrid Toltec-
Mayan culture, had sunk inta decadence. Though they were to
abandon the conquest of Yucatan for the time being, the Spanish
didlearn of a much larger and better prey further to the north and
‘west: the flourishing empire of the Aztecs. It would bea long time
before anyone would again pay much attention to the lost knowl-
edge of the Maya

‘The Empire of Montezuma

The Azlecs were a warrior nation who arrived in the valley of
Mexico during the 13th century AD (see Figure 1). Tradition states
that they came from a place called Aztlan, believed to be in
northern Mexico and from which the name Actec is derived,
though they called themselves Mexica. According to legends,
‘which they related to later Spanish chraniclers, the Mexica were
led to the valley of Mexica by a scer called Tenach. He had been
told in a dream that he and his people must continue their wan-
dering until they came to & place that he would recognize when
hesaw an cagle fighting with a serpent. When they finally arrivedt
in the Valley of Mexico, which at that time was still largely fifled
byagreatlake, they discovered the surrounding land was already
occupied by five other tribes, These peoples were naturally






index-83_1.jpg
146 The Mayan Prophecies

of Mexico, they sailed up the Usumacinta River and made their
way ta Palenque. Votan and his followers are said to have worn
long robes and to have exchanged ideas with the natives, who, it
seems, werequite friendly towards them and gave their daughters
in marriage. Thus it was that Palenque was founded, Votan him-
self was said to have been the author of the original book found
by the bishop, and he cvidently made four subsequent voyages
back home to Valum Chivim, which Ordofiez identified as the
Lebanese city of Tripoli. During one of these journeys Votanis said
to have visited another great city in which a temple was under
construction that was intended to reach to heaven. Bishop Nufies,
in a publication of his own entitled Constituciones iocesianos de
Chiapas, suggests this city must have been Babylon.

Needless to say, academic archacologists are less than im-
pressed with the story of Votan, which is regarded as purely
fictional. However, his association with jade caused a bit of a stir
‘when the tomb of Pacal was opened and the face was found to be
covered by a jade mask. Looking at the stucca relicfs of Pacal and
his son Chan Bahlum, which depict them as having Middle
Eastern noses and generous lips, itis not hard tosee why Ordofiez
believed the dynasty was of Alfrican descent. Not only that but it
seemsthat Pacal wasexceptionally tall compared with the average:
Mayan, as was the man whose skeleton is contained in another
recently apened tomb.' Given this evidence, one has to ask could
there be some substance after all to the story of Votan? Indeed,
could Pacal himself have been descended from Votan? It is a
curious fact that whereas academic opinion among archacalogists
is today rock-solid behind the no interference’ hypothesis for
Indian civilization-—ic that the civilizations of the Americas prior
to Calumbus was entircly self-sufficient—this theory is currently
under attack from specialists in other disciplincs.

The idea that the inspiration and motivation behind the build-
ing of New World pyramids comes from outside the Americas
was also the conclusion of such early chroniclers and explorers
as Carlos de Siglienza and his friend the Italian traveller and
writer Giovanni Careri. Though Sigtienza accepted that the ma-
jority of Indians were descended from tribes who came from the
horthwest and probably from Asia before that, he was convinced

1 Lithagraph by Frederick Catherwood of the Temple Pyramid of Inscriptions

at Palengue

2 Contemporary phutograph of the Pyremid of Inscriptions
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and dragons. His work had fwo sides to it—the one rational and

scientific, the other intuitive ard “artistic’'—yet the two blended.
together and had definite points of reference one to the other. The
patterns revealed on the acetales were not without their own logic
and neither was the science without its own strange beauty. The
fwo aspects of his work were like the faces of a coin or the
hemispheres of the brain; they were two, yel one and the same.
Even though they appeared different, at the centre of both scrics
of studies was tac same overwhelmingand somewhat frightening
subject: humanity’s lolal depencence on sun cyeles. The subjectis
overwhelming in the sense that just as one cannot look directly
into the sun without going blind, so the more one studies the
subject of solar cycles the more one realizes how blind we arc an
planct Earth to the realities governing our existence. It is
rightening simply because of our ignorance.

My head spinning like a top, we emerged from his office to eat
the very fine supper of locel salmon prepared by hie wite Anr.
Over wine and dessert we confirmed what we had already de-
ided, that we would write a boos together making these ideas
available to as wide an audience as possible. I Taving co-authored
The Orion Mystery 1 was well aware of how difficult it is to get a
‘proper airing for radically different ideas that challerige the scien-
bfic orthodoxies of archaeology. It isall too casy for a professar to
usc his autharity to silence all academic debate over theories with
which he disagrees. | was therefore not surprised to hear that
Cotterell like Bauval with whom 1 hed also worked, had run into
abrick wall of oppositian with the academic world. 1 s ideas on
sunspor eycles alone deserved proper attention, yet responsible
academic journals refused 1o publish his articles largely, one
suspects, because he isn't an acknowledged ‘expert’ in their nar-
Tow sense. Yet, looked at in a different way, as the originator of
these theories and the only person who as far as we know has
studied the subject in this way, he is the world expert. Who, one
asks, is the scientist? Is it the professor with strings of letters after
his name who actually does nothing butsit hehind his desk, or the
autsider who actually comes up with original ideas?

Collorell's ideas are radical and they are hound to be controver-
sial Yet they have a coherency of their own, His studies of the Lid

Prologue it

of Palenque and sunspat cycles point 1o the need for a radical
rethink not just about he history of Central America but our own
possible fate. Today there is much fear over the thinning of the
ozone layer. global warming, pollution, overpopulation and the
exhausting of resources. But underncath this fear there is still a
strong current of belief in the ability of modern civilization toride
the storm and overcome any temporary sethacks, Even those who
believe such faith is unfounded and that we should Goall we can
to get back to a simpler lifestyle without the trappings of
technological socicty have a view of humanity as somehow self-
determined and self-determining. All our utopias prestme that it
sal least theoretically possible for humanuty tolive peacefully and
inharmony with the planct—evenifin practicewe don't Yet what
if his is a fallacy? What f there are cosmic factors over which we
dorot have even a possibility of control? What if the rise and fall
of civilization itself is governed, as Cotterell suggests, by the sun?
Should we scoff, bury our heads in the sand o ey (o understand
more about these influences?

The Maya were in possession of a complex and extremely
aceurate calendar. Weare now able todecodeat least some of their
hieroglyphs, many of which turn out to be dates. What was of the
greatest concern to the Maya was the sun and their belief in an
apocalyptic future for humanity, It is easy to dismiss their con-
cerns as simple superstitions but what if {as Coterell’s wark
would seem to suggest) they knew more about this subject than
we do? We owe it both to ourselves and our children to do the best
we can o resurrect this knowledge. At least then we may be
prepared for global changes cven if we cannot control them. This
surely must be the responsible attitude of all true scientists, and |
for one—though | take no credit for Manrice Cotterell’s discover
ies—want to know. We can but trust that you, the reader, fecl the
same way.

Adrian Gilbert
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Astrology is a subject that divides the world. The most ancient of
all the sciences, it is seen by some as the very epitome of all that s
worthy of human interest. Conversely, and perhaps in greater
numbers, at least ameng scientists, there are its opponents who
see in this study of supposed astral influences nothing more then
blind superstifion. Superstition or not, it has not been a purely
European ar even Eurasian obsession. It scems that all civilized
Societics have been inferesled in the movements of the stars, not
least the Maya. The surviving Mayan Codices, such as the Dresder,
are mainly taken up withastrological matters, suchascalculations
and prognostications or the 584-day cycle of Venus, in addition
to tables for working out when to expect eclipses. Itisnaw known
that some Mayan buildings, such as the Caracol in Chichen 1tza,
were used as observatories, enabling priests 1o watch for the exact
moment of rising and setting of planets, their interest being pri-
marily astrological.' The sheer sophistication of Mayan methods
for caleulating the eycles of Venus, Mars and other planets is one
of the many surprising features of this civilization. But it scems
that at the root of their astrological concerns was human fertility.

Thatastrology itself should attract a degree of scepticism is not

A New Solar Astrology 41

surprising given the wild and fanciful claims often made in its
name. Are we really to believe that when Jupiter tracks through
the sign of our birth it will bring good fortunc? Conversely, is a
conjunction of Saturn with one of the other planets in a natal
horoscape really as challenging for the unfortunate subject as the
textboaks claim? In astrology, science and mysticism have be
so intertwined, and for 50 long, that to arrive at a simple conclu-
sion onesvay or the other is no easy matter. Whatislear to anyone
who studies people is that it cannot be completely dismissed.
There is, as they say, ‘something in it

This was Maurice Cotterell’s conclusicn too when as a young
communications officer in the Mezchant Navy he spent months at
atime away at sea. In the close confines of a ship he couldn’t help
but notice how the heheviour of zt least some of his shipmates
varied in accordance with astralogically ascribed traits. For exam-
ple, he noticed that mer born under the supposedly more aggres-
sive ‘fire’ signs were indeed more aggressive. Their aggression
additionally seemed to be cyclic, though it was nat immediately
obvious how this ias linked to astrology. Intrigucd and having
some time on his hands, he decided asa matter of personal interest
tomake his own investigations into the subject. At home on shore
leave, he went into his local liarary and took out all the books he
could find that seemed 10 have any bearing on the subject. These
included not only popular books on astronomy and astrology but
others on such seemingly unconnected subjects as bee-keeping—
thelife cycle and behaviour of boes is after all closely linked to the
sun. While searching through all this material he came across the
results of a very interesting study carried out at the Institute of
Psychiatry by astrologer Jeff Mayo* in co-operation with the
nowned psychologist Professor Hans Eysenck.” On the basis of
two scientifically-conirolled studlies carried out on 1795 and 2324
subjects respectively, they were able to show a correlation be-
tween astrological birth sign and extrovert/ introvert tendencies
(see Figure 11).

“This could not be explained statistically for the odds against it
were 10,000 to 1. As any astrologer might have predicted, there
was a definite statistical tendency for people born under the
so-called fire and air sigrs to be more extrovert, whereas those
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This of course an be representead diggrammatically:

ek
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Although the overall distribution i correct, the amplitude of the
waveform does nol agree with the Mayo-Iiysenck data because radiation
leaving the sun i not necessarily that sadiation which impinges upon
the biarth. The difference results from the Larth’s non-uniform motion
azound the sur, and because the Earth i lilted on its axis. Both of these.
“errors’ may b reconciled by the ‘sundial equation of fne’ cursection

recessary 10 accommodate (luctuations in asriving parficles emitted by
thesun.
Corzecting the graph accarding tothe deslized solar radiation utput
| we see this

o ol s ad ey squstion o an,

o e pessst -t

Fiare Al

From this we can extrapolate the radiation pattern impinging upon the
‘Earth's magnetosphere

N

- P
Figune Al S 3

This correlates very closely with the data from the Mayo-Eysenck
persanality tests (see Chapter Three, pp. 41-2).
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making weapons and armour, it was probably this trade more
than any other that brought Carthage into conflict with Rome.

‘Though today the Carthaginians and their former capital city
are almost entirely forgotten, with a huge population of around
one million peaple it was, in the 3rd century BC, Rome’s most
powerful rival. One exploit that is remembered took place during
the inevitable Romano-Punic wars, for Hannibel, who led his
army, including elephants, over the Alps and into Ttaly, was a
Carthaginian general. His eventual defeat by Scipio in 202 BC was
the death knell for the Carthaginian Empire, and the beginning of
Roman hegemony in the western Mediterranean.

The Carthaginians were not the first to go beyond the Pillars of
Hercules in search of tir: and ofher precious metals. Long before
their rise, international trade between the Mediterranean and
eyond was dominated by their ancestors, the Phoenicians. Their
chief ports were in Canaan on the coast of what is now [ehanon
and Isracl. A Semilic people, like the Tsracliles who were their
neighbours, they evidently supplied much of the material needed
tobuild Solomon's famous temple at Jerusalem. According to the
Bible they also provided him with the craftsmen, particularly
carpenters, needed to build fhe wooden inner sanctuary of his
magnificenttemple at Jerusalem. Given their experfise n b
waaden ships, this was a task for which they were obviously
eminently suited. As Ueiroriginal homeland came under increas-
ing pressure from the empires of the cast —first Assyria, then
Fabylon, Persia, and finally Greece—so the centre of gravity of
their world shifted westwards to Cazthage, which rose to be the
greatest of all the Phoencian cities.

Even before the rise of Carthage, however, there were colonies
of Proenicians beyord the Pillars of Hercules. The most important
of these was in southwest Spain, in the region of the modern port
of Cadiz, and went by the name of Tartessus, The city of Tarshish,
as it is referred to in the Bible, was the nome port for a fleel of
oceangoing vessels that were much larger than the small coastal
craft that generally hugged the coast of the Mediterranean Sea.
‘The ships of Tarshish, with their highly skilled crews, were well
Knnown in the ancient warld as they supplied many luxury goods.
In particular, they brought back silver from mines in northwest
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Spain as well as ivory and slaves from the West African coast
Where these lhings came from was a mystery (0 their customers
in the eastern Mediterranean, for they keptthis information seerct.

That the ships of Tarshish, the great merchantmen of the Bronze.
Age, came from Spain is not really surprising, given tnat their
main function was to sail the rough scas of the Atiantic and not
the Vediterrancan. Cadiz ar Tarshishis an deal port for exploring
the warld beyond the canfines of southern Kurope. Tor just as
ancient Troy stood at the gateway belween Europe and Asia, so
Tarshish gave access to the wider world of the Atlantic. Itwas this
that brought both wealth and reputation to a place which
otherwise stood un the fringes of the known world.

In view of the nature of merchant-sailors and their desire to
explore the seas and seek out fresh supplies and markets, it would
be surprising if the ships’ captains of Tarshish never thought to
cross the Atlantic. This, in fact, would have been no more difficult
for them than it was for Columbus, for like him they vwere able
to make use of prevailing winds and tides. Considering that
people today almost routinely cross the Atlantic in small craft—
everything from rowing boats to pedalos it is ludicrous to
suggest that ancient mariners swere incapable of such a feat. They
had oceangoing craft at their disposal and it is certainly possible
that at least some of the silver of the Ancient World came from
Mexico.

In the peace treaty that followed the defeat of Hannibal in
202 BC, Carthage lost her flect and all her possessions outside of
Africa. For a trading nation this was an absolute disaster, and it is
therefore not at l inconceivable that some at least of her captains
and admirals, or hearing what hac happened, decided to gowest
toform anew colony away [rom the emergent power of Rome. As
we shall see later, startling evidence has recently come o light
indicating that this may indeed have been so. In essence the story
of Volan may not be a myth after all—he could have beer a
Carthaginian émigre.

This, however, could not be the end of the story ir relation to
the Maya. Evenif Votan, the supposed founder of Palenque, were
a Carthaginian, Libyan, Celt or possibly Roman, it would not
explain the extraordinary nature of the Mayan calendar, nor its
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probably Alfred Wegener who, in 1915, published evidence from geol-
oy, climatology and biology. Hisconclusions were very similar o those
reached by current research—although he was wrong about {he speecd
ofevents.

After 20 million years, the single great landmass had. itself begun
<plitinto two giant supezcontinents, Laurasia (comprising most of what
s now North Amesics, Furape and Asia, loss the Indian subcontinent)
and Gondwanaland (compiising South America, Africa, Anteruiica,
Australasia and the subcontinentof India)

In addition to these striclly physical changes to the 'arth's surface
s well etablished that fhe larth's magnetic field has reversed on many
uccasions. Theoreticul madrls suggest that a combination. uf factars
{representing what some call a ‘worst-case scenariu’} are rosponisible
such magnetic inversions.

Appendix 7: Maya Numbers and
Counting Systems

Ithasbeen suggested (hat the Maya used a Vs-gesimal (base 20) counling,
system where each operand level exceededt the text level by a factor
of20

Bakin Kawn Tun  Uinal Kin
T - ]
D Days Days Days  Days

St

But the Maya cycle count periods, as shown above, are nef vigesimally
related; 340 is not 20 imes the Uinal figure of 20, a5 this would be 400,

Similarly the Maya Calendar Round of 52 years’, ostensibly reconciles
the 260-day Maya calendar with the 365-day Solar year, which it would.
f the Solar year were 365 days in Jength, butitisnot. [t5 36323 days in
duration, 50, the calendar round, ther, doss not meshievery 52 yearsbut
every 52 years minus 52:¢ 25 day periods othe calendar round amounts
015,980 days and nol 18,993 days of 52 Solar vears.

Nutwithstending Maya hieroglyphs canbe ranslated accurately, and.
correctly, using Baktuns, Katuns, Turs, Uimals and Kins. But such trans-
Tntions defy a lagieal rationale. It has been suggestod that the Maya were:
of a Jow intellect, and that although they made use of sero, they were:
otherwise aumerically and mathematically unexceplional. But can this
b the case? Could the Maya approach to numbers actually have been a
simplified method of today’s decimal (base 10) system?

Let us examine this possibility
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Lintel 55 Yaxchilan (British Muscum, Londlon). All of these have been
published either in limited edLtions or are in the process of being
lished in a series specifically about Maya ‘ransforners'; these are arie-
facts that contain muuch more information than their face value suggests.
It should be noted that without the decoding of the Lid of Palengue
the tremendous gains and discaverios in other related areas could never
have been made. The decoding of Maya numbers, for example, could
never have been achieved withnut first finding the ‘missing’ key Maya
mumber o insert into the Maya cycle sequence (s section on Maya
‘numbers). The key” comers of the Lic were remuove so that the carving
wwould one day be decoded and the ‘key” number 260 was delibecately
missing from dates in e in=criptions for the same reason. Without this
link there could be a0 logical connection betvveen the hreaking of cifner
the carving code or the numbering system. Similarly, no provf would
existto shaw that the Maya understand e duratian of the sunspoteyele,
the Link between solar radiation and fertlty, or atastrophe cycles, it
ncither the |id nor the Maya numbers had boen deciphered

Popol vuh

e Popol Vi, (ke saesed bousk), 35 L s <alkd, cannt b seun anyirion:
‘The ariginal book, seritten lorg 2g0 exiszed, but s sight s Aidder
e swarcher ard the hinker

Thus bogins the Popol Vuh, the long lost ‘saced book’, or bible’, of the
Quiche Meya of Guatemala which is without doubt the most revered
and distinguished example of native American litrature Lo have
survived the centurics

Itis not known who wrote, or compiled, e onginal version which s
referrect Lo as lost’. An account of that original seems first Lo have beer
waitten in roman characters in the midule of the sixteenth century,
shortly after the Spanish Conquest, by a Quiche Indian who had leamed.
o readd and write i roman cheracters,

The manuscript which contains an aceount af the cosmogony,
mythology, radilions and histary of the Quiche Lribe of the Nay1,
found in 1645 hidden in a church by Father Francisco Ximenes, a pasish
priest o the village of Santo Tomas Chic hcastenang, in the mountains
of Guatemmala, (¢buut 200 miles up river from (e sife of Palenque in
today’s modern Mexico), who transcribed the docament from the
Quiche tangue into Spanish.

In the introduction of the English translation, by Goetz and Motley,
the authors state that ‘it seems doubtiul that the ancien Quiche book
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could have been a document of set form and permanent litcrary
composition’.Father Ximenex says, the truth issucha book (fram which
the Quiche translation was made) never appeared or has been seer, andt
tus it is not knaven if this way of weiting was by paintings, as those of

or some uther

Hut, the Popol Vuun was the book of praphecies and #he aracle of the
Kings and lords, it goes on tosay . and the Kings knew if there would
be war, and cverything vwas cicar beforc their eyes: they saw if there
would be death and hunger,if theee would be strife'. Hence, the Popol
Viuh was the boak of the past, the present, and the fufure

Like the original Popol Viuh, the Lid of Palenque was hidden from the
searcher, bencatn the Temple of Inscriptions. Likewise it was hidcen
from the thinker, it zequired decoding before it could be understood,
Similarly it contains prophecies that tell for exemple. of the migration
of the Mexicas (the story of Quilatli—the Green |eron, for examp
the valley of Mexico, s well as the gods of war that the Actec would
adoptin G course. These depictions, prophecies and predictions sere
possible because those who ‘wrote’the Ll of Palenque wer “gods’s the
fist of creation. This too is mentionead in the Popol Vuh, . they were
endosved with intelligence; they sav, and could see instanty far they
succeeded in seeing, they succeeded i knowing all thal thete is in the
Warld When they laoked, instantly they saw all around them and they
contemplated in (uen the arch of heaven exd the round face of the Earth,
The things hidden {in the distance] they saw all, without first heving o
move; al ance they saw the World, and s t0o, from where they were
they saw it Great was thei wisdom.

‘The intellectual accomplishment of the Maya
Just how the Maya acquired their high degree of knowledge, or fheir
hughly developed spatial abiliies s not et known. That they did is
exemplified by their achievements in astronomy, countiog systems,
architvcture and carvings. More specifically, whether Lhis superior
Knawleige was common [0 all Maya of the classic perio o just one, or
afiew ruling elite priestly members,is not known. Many observers have
Suggested that evidence for a hierarchical structuze in Maya socicty
existed, and that it was indeed only a few priestly scholars who wore
invalved with, or eapablo of involement with, the esoteric teachings,
But again, just how hey achieved e spatial abilities to encecle the
1id af Palenguic is not known. But e can see, using modern technolo,
in the form of scctate overlays 25 a substitate for their spatial powers,
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Fxamining Tanatiuh on the Lid design I noticed thal either sid of ian
wwere positioned two ‘solar babies’, with sad looking mouths and the
solar symbol on their stomachs. & well known carving of these sola
babics had heon uncarthed in Teotiiuacan, and supported thisasserton

Moreuiver, 4 Paradise was knawn to exist which was the destination
f babics wha dicd at birth. This was Tomoanchan’, suggesting that the
seclining, figure above was indeed depicting a female giving birth. In
Tomoanchan grew the “Suckling Trec’ which was sail 1o have 400,000
nipples. Dead babies from Tomoanchan were said ko urkle the ipples
Ut the tree and hence gain enough strengih (o eincarnateon Earth, Wity
this in mind the cenlral crass, carryng, the marker pegs, might be seen
5 representing the suckling tree with mipples

Only wo Paradtises were left Lo befound: the first, Halocan, wan vsily
located in the south as the home: of Tialo, the rain god. He had already
been rocognized along with Tonatiul in the “four previous ages’. Here
he was s o live wich his wite Chalchiutlicue, goddoss of waler. The
only missing Paradise was, it seemed, Omeocan, the home of the first
divine couple Ometect (the Mayan equivalent of the Adam and Fve of
the gods, from whom ll the other gods were borr). Could vet another
interpretation, of the centrelly reclining figuze, epresent one halfof the
divine couple. Tve, for example?

Orce again, & rationel interpretation u the meaning of the information
om the Lid appeared to fall short because vet another piece was

sloguc i nerprotation o e v Prradses alengsde that
of The Four Previous Ages, and began searching again for yet another
pussible interpretation of the carving.

1 now compered (his more recent nterpretation, witl ts preovcupe-
tion with childbirth and fertility, with my awn rescarch into sunspots
and inferflity, o prochuce yel anothet rational interpretation. Could the
central cross represent the sun, with its four magnetic felds? The cross

< in “loops” and pegs. Could fhe ‘loops’
sepresent sunspols and perhaps the prys numbers f sunispats, beeats
each peg isell was accompenied by one halt of o loop?

‘The eross 132 symbol of the sun. The loops represent magaetic Inops
from sunspos (black spots that can be seen on the Sun's surface). The
Floops that drape over the top of the cross represent the
rine full sunspot cycles and two half sunspot cycles taat take place
during one halt of a grand sunspot period. A full period takes 1,366,560
days,

could indecd b wen cove
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Story ofdestruction t
After 1,366,560 da

gt i) thangithe
Earth's magnetic feld changes. 1he veerld ends bocauso of carthquakes,
Howds, fres and hurricanes

Here wesee a woman in 2 hot tub of water apening hor legs ta Fhe sun
tuincrease fortility oo Plate A3), The dead babies can bescen descending
into Tomoanchan. The Sun-God Tunatiuh is seen eating the people, e
tos only & few fooln left indicating he has finished caling the
population’. Tt i the end of the era. A new ers will nov begin.

Onthe bace of i, it seomod that this story of‘Casmogenic Destruction
a5 2 plausible interpretaton. However, there was ane problem my
research had shown shat after 20 sunspot cyeles the sun's magetic ekl
reversed, esulting i drop in fertilty and a pussible pole shift. Buthere.
Tcould cunt only ters marker peyg (nine Rl plus two halves), Ial
the pegs wore missing,

ILseemed that every time | came up with  rational interpretation i1
failed due ta ‘missing information’

Summary of interpretation of first-level decoding,
At the end of the ‘fzst level” of decoding the folluuing loose ends 2re
apparent. thisinterpretation i calling for morc information in regard 1o
@) the fifth age of creation (i) the missing pertner af Onseteoti and (i) a
Guantitative solar activity indicator

Vithous these the ‘inierprelation’ may not necesszrily be efficacious
and may only be a question of opinion, or conjecture. This meant that
more informatian must be ‘concealed” within the carving; but, a this
stage, close exarmination of the carvins did not yield any mure ues. Up.
0 this point, rescarch inta the area circumseribing e central design of
the carving had been neglected, This comprises a pellem of ‘codes’ that
run around the cuter top surface of the Lid

Secand-level decodi
It seems extraordinary that no-one epprars to hove questioned (his
deficiency bedare my ovn examination of the Lid, Why were the corners
missing? Why carve such an exquisite mastorpioce and then vandalize
the cormers After al, o expend such effost as is required (o construct
Je-pyramid on top of a vnee beloved leader, knowing that the
corners of the Lid bursed beneath, covering the tomb of the Priest-King
hiad b dasmaged, defies beliel. Bt neither could thecomers have beer
“damaged” accidentally. with such symmetrical pasity






index-61_1.jpg
102 The Mayan Prophecies

The Tlaloc faces were altogether more abstract with round
soggle-eyes and a snaky skin. If the ‘Quetzalcoatls’ were repre-
sentations of a sky god associated with the sun, then Tlaloc was
definitely earth-bound. It scemed to me that the pair formed a
duality, like the Chinese yarg-tiger and yin-dragon. Could it be
that there was an oriental link here? In that Quetzalcoatl was
supposed amangst other things to be a god associated with wind
and Tialoc was the god of rain, there seemed Lo be a curious
parallelism.” Unable to pursue the matter further for the time
being, [lef: it there.

Leaving the MexicoCity arca we passed on through Oaxaca and
Monte Alban, before eventually arriving in Palenque tsclf. Here
everything was pretty much as 1 had expected, having closely
examined many pietures of the site. Seeing it all irst-hand, how-
ever, was quite an experience. The overwhelming feeling was one
of surprise at how such a place could have been built atall, giver:
the intense heat and humidity; to work under those conditions
must have been absolutely exhausting. I was also surprised by the
scale of the site, only a part of which has been excavated. It
stretches way into the surrounding jungle, which looms large and
vibran all around. Going into this was like entering the lungs of
some primaeval beast, its hot, sauna-like breath all-pervasive
Here there were trees 2 hundred feet high that are recognzable to
us in England as house-plants. Greaf roots streiched out like
tertacles and a burbling brook rushed off down the hill in part to
fill an ancient Mayan watercourse, itself probably built during the
reign of Pacal or his son Chan Bahlum

As we walked through the ruins there was much evidence of
the interest the Maya took in the sun and stars. Standing in front
of Chan Bahlum's Temple of the Cross it was passible to see how
it was aligned with his father's Temple of Inseriptions. This line,
if continued, points towards the midsummer sunset. The implica-
tian was clear. the dead Pacal was like the setting sun, who in
some way passed on responsibility and power t0 his son Chan
Bahlum, the new ruler.’ The sense of dynastic continuity was
emphasized in the serics of bas-reliess, now sadly faded, that
decorate the inner sanctuaries of the temples belonging (o the
Cross Group. Clearly the Pacal dynasty enjoyed a sort of Divine
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Right of Kings, which as we have scen was linked to Mayan
sacred numerology.”

Inside the largest building on the site, the so-called Palace, Iwas,
interested to see that one room is now thought to have been some
sortof observatory because it has  frieze near the ceiling display-
ing representations of certain planets and stars. On oneof the outer
walls of this same building there are still to be seen the remains of
some of thestucco reliefs drawn by Count Waldeck.” One of these:
shows a young king scated or a double-headed jaguar throncand
recciving a crown from an attendant figure (see Figure 33). This
brought to mind the very similar throne of Tutankhamen I had

Figure 33 Plagque showing the jaguar throne, ‘Palaze’ of Palenguee
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the cathedral. This last turned out to be a sad sight, for like most
of the other old churches in the city it is steadily sinking into the
ground.* [t is only held up from collapsing by an internal network
of scaffolding, which Gestroys any sense of beauty or grace it may.
oncehave enjoyed. The presidential palace withitsfamos murals
by Diego Rivera’ depicting the history of Mexico (see Plates 9, 10
and 1) was in a rather better condition. Made from the stones of
demolished Aztec pyramids, it is ane of the oldest of all the
buildings in Mexico City but scemed to have withstood the ray-
ages of time rather better than the ponderously heavy cathedral,
Near by were the last remnants of Tenochtitlan, the base of the
Templo Mayor, once the lazgest of the Aztec pyramids, Cotterel
learnt that it was only in 1976 that the site was fully excavated,
after  power company diging a cable ditch came across a huge
altar stone.’ The archacologists in charge of the dig had been.
excited to discover that the Aztccs had reconstructed their temple
many times, building each new pyramid on top of the previous
This was done because at theend of a Calendar Round of 52 years
everything had to be renewed. Even the pyremids, it seemed, had
to have a new skin when the calendar dictated it

Cotterell next visited the Museo de Antropologia, the country's
principal museum. This lies south-west of the zocalo at the end of
the greal Anenida Paseo de 1a Reforyia, the main artery of the city. It
isone of the world's greatarchaeological museums with a suitably
elegant setting in the middle of Chapuliepec Park. Opened only
in 1964 in a splendid modem building, it houses a vast collection
of pre-Columbian artefacts includirg the Aztec Calendar Stone
and the statue af Coatlicue which so impressed Bullock. Different
halls, arranged around an open and airy courtyard, are devoted
1o callections from the various pre-Columbian cultures, As well
as sizeable collections of Olmec, Zapotec, Toltec and Mayan arte-
facts, there is a whole hall given over to the ancient city of
Teotihuacan. Inthisroom, along with many statuesand pots, there:
is a full-scale reproduction of part of one of its mos! famaus
buildings, the Pyramid of Quetzalcoat.

The next day he was fo visit Teothuacanitself. Thissiteiessome
25 miles north-east of Mexico City and is a popular tourist destina
tion because of its ready accessibility. First excavated around 1859
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by the maverick archaeologist and leading cientifico Leapaldo
Batres, the rains of Teotihuacan are both the larges: and in many
ways most enigmatic of all Mexico's archacological sites. The city
flourished throughout the classic period, at the time when the Maya
built Palenque, and was abandoned, for reasons unkrown, inabout
AD 750. In his dig, Batres found cvidence that the city had been
destroyed bya greal fire. At firstsight this suggested that it hac: met
its end at the hands of invaders, for who else would have put it fo
the torch? Yet there was another curious anomaly: many of the
buildings also showed evidence that they had been deliberately
filled with rubble and buried so that even their roof timbers were
still inact. It was as though they had been preserved in aspic. This
in itself must have been an enormous task, involving the digging
and transporting of tons of earth and rock with the sole purpose of
burying an abandoned city. Yet there was no clear answer to why
cither the Teotihuacanos themselves or their supposed inveders
should have done this, Batres could only suggest that it was done
to protect the sacred sanctuaries from the eyes of the profane.

Teotihuacan today is still impressive fo look at, if somewhat
lacking in atmosphere. Arranged at regular intervals along the
42-metre-wide and four-kilometre-long Avenue of the Dead are
23 palaces and temples. But these are dwacfed by the massive
Pyramid of the Moon that stands at the northern end of the
avenue, and the even lazger Pyramid of the Sun,” which les just
toits east and nearly halfway down the avenue. At the southern
end of the avenue and on the same side af it as the Pyramid of the
Sun les a square containing the smaller Quetzalcoatl Pyramid.
This buildingis remarkable, for like the Templo Mayor of Teroch-
titlan it shows evidence of having been rebuilt several times, with
layers like onior: skins. This alone suggests that the idea of peri-
odic renewal was not an Aztec invention but goes back to very
much earlier times,

The death of the gods

Unfortunately, unlike the Maya, the Teotihuacanos have left us no
written texts 1 explain the substance of their beliefs, though we.
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collective unconscious while asleep and was now able to use this
to help others to find cures for their ailments.

For over 40 years he carried on going tosleep, twice a day, and
giving people ‘readings’. When he woke up he had no idea what
he had seid until it was read back to him by his stenographer.
Doctors, priests and lawy ers were confounded. Never before had
anything like this beer. seen—a simple man prescribing often
bizarre remecies far patients, many of whom he hacn'teven met,
while he himself was fast asleep. Yet what silenced the many
sceptics was that over and over again he vas proved correct. The
herbs, folk-remedies and sometimes unknown drugs e
recommended were generally effective in curing his patients.

However, the readings that he gave for patients often went far
beyord finding physical cures for whatever ailed them. In his
sleepingstate he wasavle to dagnose psychological and spiritual
problems too. These, it scemed, often sprang not from conditions
in the here and now, or even through heredicy, but related to past
lives. In his sleeping state he disclosed that the soul of each of us
is cternal and has usually lived many times upon planet Farth
According to him, the Earth is like a school, and though we may
forget past lessons their imprint is left indelibly traced on the
fabric of the unconsciaus mind. It seems that the residuc of these
past lives affects us in the present in the form of kanma, for as it
saysin the Bible, “As you sow, so shall you reap’. Tapping into the
collective unconscious, he found he was able to reveal the faults
and strengthsofeach of his patients.and aid themin fulfilling their
destiny in their present lfe.

This was of course important ard inferesting to the people
concerned, but there was a further dimension (o Cayce's wors.
‘The individual readings he gave to his patients and others were
keptand carefully stored. There are some 2300 of these, and they
formed the basis for a most unusual research library. Because so
many of the readings referred to events in the past lives of
individuals—often in graphic detail —it is possible to build up a
sortof history of the world based on eye-witness accounts. Mary.
of the readings concerned lives lived in such well-known tmes
and places as ancient Rome and Greece, but a significant number
referred to unknown historical events in Plato’s mythical realm of

The Olmecs and Atlantis

Atlantis. It scems that the mind of the sleeping prophet was able
to fill the gap left by the archaeologist's shovel and at last find
evidence for the lost continent, By analysing and eross-referencing
the Atlantis readings, it is possible to deduce much about this
former continent and the causes of its destruction.

Cayce's depiction of Atlantis —ar atleast whathas been gleancd
from his slecping reports—is that of an advanced civilization that
fell prey to temptation. In words that seem curiously applicable
to the presen:, he traces the way that a technologcally ad vanced
civilization (apparently withaeroplanes, lascrs, and other modern
machinery) tarned its back on God and immersed itself in the
delights of materialism, Then, in aseries of cataclysms brought on
by the Atlanteans’ misuse of natural forces, their island paradise
erupted and was consigned, as Plato recounts, to the depths of the
Atlaatic Ocean. This in essence is the story of the destruction of
Atlantis as pieced together by rescarchers on the readings and
published by his soms in 3 litle book entiled Figar Cayee on

Hantis

et as they dacumentin thisstrange little book, thereis another
side to all of this: the Noah-like story of the many people who
survived the catastrophe. According to the Cayce readings, not all
the Atlanteans dicd when their native lands went under the
waves. Many escaped by boats, whercas others—in anticipation
of what was to happen—had already moved averseas. As might
beexpected, they mostly went to the lands bordering the Atlan(ic:
toNorth Africa (Libya), Spain, Portugal, France and Britain. This,
it would scem, was the origin of Plato's great invasion of the
Mediterranean. It seems that the Atlantean colonists were not so
much intent on establishing fresh outposts for their empire as
escaping from what they knew tobe.adaomed continent This was
not all, however. According to Cayce, Atlantean settlers did go
both to Egypt and, significantly, to Central America.

The Lost Continent and the Ha

I of Records

As we have seen, the whole subject of Atlanteans in Egypt is not
new, but the Cayce records add o new twist to the stary. If his
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because the risc of the old continent of Atlantis will disrupt the
Gulf Stream and cut off Europe’s “central heating’. The change in
the pole will, Cayce says, produce other climatic alterations as
what are today pular and tropical regions become more temper-
ate. All of these predictions seem to fit well with the Mayan be
that the present world age would end at roughly the same time:
AD22. What Caycedicn’t say was what the mechanism for such
Earth changes might be. Now with the new sunspot thecries of
Colterell we have a theory of causation at last. It is the solar
magnetic field that produces reversals in the Earth's magnetic
field and associated cataclysms. Llow we approach such cvents
remains ko be seen, but we cannot <ay e haven't been warned.

Modern Mexica i in many wiys a microcosmn of the world
today. Itpersanificsall the anxictics wefeel abaut overpopulation,
the deslruction of Lropical rain forest, pollution, climatic change,
political corruption and exploitation. Yel with such huge prob-
lems besctting them the Mexicans are a resourceful and cheerful
people. More than that, they are deeply religious—in a Catholic
rather than Astec way. Through the relatively recent cult of the
Virgin of Guadelupe they have a strang sense of conmection with
the divine. Though i1 will lake a miracle to bring Mexico thraugh
safely 1o the next millenaium, one feels that giver: their strong
faith, such a thing isnotan impossibility, This remarkable country
that charmed Careri, Brasseur de Bourbourg, Ilumboldt,
Stephens, Catherssood, le Plongean, and hundreds of ofher tray~
cliers will somehow survive and probably provide 2 safe haven
for ather immigrants flccing their changing worki. In the new age
that is to come it could well be that Mexico, with her lang history
of tolerance and cross-cultural fertilization, will play a significant
role

NOTES

Chapter 1

‘The name Palenque, which means ‘ence’ in Spanish,is derived from
the neighbouring village of Santo Pomingo del Palenque The origi-
nal Mavan tile of the ruined city is unknown but may have beer
Nachan.

Accarding fo alending Mayanclogsst, Michael D Cor, it was believed
that & Maya lord had an alter-ego called a uay. This took the form of
an animal (anyhing from 2 jaguar to a mouse) which could be
contacted thtough devams, He also suggests that some of the build-
ings in Mayan cities may have boen sicepirg places where Viayan
Kirigs conal scek ont these spirils in & vision quest’. See The Mya by
Michacl 1) Coe, pp. 200-201

These practicesincluded penis pitreing with aceremumial fanee, Such
4 lance is shown held by King Chan Rahlum on a rieze insidc the
Ternple of the Crnse at Palenque. Bloodletting in this way seems to
Faverbeen  fraquent practice in Yoatan alo, and s deseibed by
Fiar Diego de Landa in his bosk Rélucion de lss Cosas de Yucntar,
Acturding to Landa, the first Spaniards o land in Yucatan were
Geronimo de Aguilar and bis companions in 1511 However, Juhn
Stephens in his ncidents of 1w in Yucaia: says that Juan Dias de
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America. But can Atlantis be dismissed s simply a myth, or is
there something concrete behind the legend? Feeling there might
be, I was preparcd to take a fresh look at the evidence.

The carlicst written account of Atlantis that we have is that of
Plato, who in two of his last books, Critias and Tinieus, gives a
brief outline of the story. This is what he says was told to Solon,
the greatlawgiver of Athens, when he paid a visit o Sais in Egypt.
Critias, one of Plato’s characters, narrates the story to Socrates as
told to him by his grandfather, also called Critias. In words very
reminiscent of the Mayan belief in periodic destructions of the
Earth, an Egyptian pricst explains to Solon that they know for
more about the history of the world than the Greeks:

‘Yot [the Athenians] remember only one deluge’ though there have
been many ... Yo and your fellow citizens are descended from she
few survivors that remained, but you know nothing cbout it because:
So many succeecing generations left no record in writing”

According to Plato’s account there was once a great island conti-
nent in the middle of what is now the Atlantic Ocean, and it was
the Greeks of Athens who checked an invasion of Europe and
Africa by people from this island.

Our records tell how your city [Athers] checked a great power
which arzogantly advanced from ifs base in the Atlantic Ocean to
attack thecitiesof Furope and Asia,Forin those days the Atlantic was
navigable. There was an island opposie the stzait which you cal, 0
you say, the Pillars of Hercules, an island larger than Libya and As:a
combined; from it travellers could n those days reach the other
islands, and from them the whole opposite continent which surrounds
what can try be called the ocean”

Now what s truly astonishing about this account, which was
written around 350 BC, is that it not only presents the carliest
known record concerning the existence of Atlantis but indicates
that the Egyptians at least knew of the Americas Itstates categori-
cally that there is a whole apposite contiment which surrounds twhat
can truy be called the ocenn. Even if one discounts the existence of
a former continent of Atlantis, it offers powerful support for
pre-Columbian contacts between the Old World and the New, for
how else would the Fgyptians have known that there was another
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continent on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean? Plato’s account
30es on:

On this island of Atlantis had arisen a powerful and remarkabl
dynasty of kings, who ruled the whole island, and many islands as
wel and parts of the continent; i addition it controlled, within tha
strait, Libya up to the borders of Egypt and Furope up as far as
Tyrehenia [Tuscany]”

Itwwould seem from this that Atlantis was a very powerful naval
cmpire which ruled overnotonly western Furope, much of North
‘Africa and the islands of the Atlantic, but also parts of the conti-
nent he has just told us about—ie America, Not content with this
achievement, it would seem that the Atlantean Cmpire veas keen
topush further eastand take.control of the countries of the eastern
Mediterzanean as wel, including Greece ard Egypt. An alliance
was formed to fight the invaders, but it eventually fell o Athens
alone to repel these seaborne invaders and rescue all the inhab-

tants of the Mediterrancan, east and west, from slavery. Then

Plato tells us:

AL later time there were earthquakes an floods of extzanrdinary
violence, and in a singie creadiful day and night all your | Athenian]
fighting men were swallowed up by the earth, and the island of
Atlantis was similacly swallowed by the sea ard vanished; ths s why
the sea in hat area i to this day impassable to navigation, which is
hindered by mud just belor the surface, the remains of the sunken
island®

In Plato’s other account of the myth, Crifizs he tells us that 9000
yearshaveelapsed since the declaration of war between thase who
lived outside and.all those wholived inside the Pillars of Hercules.
Wedo not know how long this war lasted but it i clearly implied
that it began before the Atlanteans took cortrol of Libya and
Europe as far as Tuscany. In that Plato’s account was written
330 BC, we must be looking for a date of at least 9500 BC for the
outbreak of this war. Now that is an incredible date, many thou-
sands of years before the accepted beginnings of either Greek or
Egyptian history, and when Europe was orly just emerging from
the last lce Age. .

To try to accept Plato’s account at face value places enormous
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Lost in the jungles of Central America are the remains of a most
mysterious people; the Maya. Who were they? Where did they
come from? What message, if any, did they leave for our own
times? These are some of the questions that have taxed explorers,
scholars and writers for over 200 years since the ruins of their most
famous city, Palenque,’ were rediscovered in 1773. This amazing
city, which is still not fully excavated and is constantly threatened
by the encroaching jungle, is one of the wonders of the New
World. Made out of resplendent white limestone and built witha
perfection that would have done justice to Renaissance masons,
its pyramids, temples and palaces continue to amaze all who see
them. Yet it is only since the later part of the 20th century, as we
have slowly deciphered the inscriptions that cover the walls of
many of its most important buildings, that we have truly been able
to appreciate this jewel.

The pattern that is emerging is of a people very different from
ourselves. Unlike us the Maya had few personal possessions other
than the bare necessities of life. They cultivated the earth using the
simplest of tools to grow maize and a few other staples.
Meanwhile their gorgeously attired rulers performed strange and
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holding out in frant of him was a replica of a tomb lid found in
the pyramid. 1 had heard before of this mysterious slab, the
so-called ‘Lid of Palenque’, mainly connected with theories of
ods from outer space. | was thercfore somewhat surprised to
discover that Coltercll was not putting forward any such wild
speculations. His decoding of the lid seemed to be based on a
much more scientific approach, enalysinig the lid in terms of
Mayan mythology and certain ideas concerned with solar cycles.
In the article he put forward a plausible case for why he thought
the Mayan civilization had suddenly collapsed. This is something
that is still a mystery, and his ideas scemed (o be brezking new
ground
~ Readiny the article I realized how little | knew about the Maya
or indeed any of the pre-conquest civilizations of America. Like
many other people | had, of course, seen documentaries concern-
ing such mysleries as the Nazca lines of Peru but 1 did not have
an overall pictuze of the succession of civilizations in Central
‘Ametica in the same way that T had for, say, Europe, Fgypt or
Mesopatamia. 1 had also ot realized just how sophisticated the
‘pyramids and temples of Viexico are. Having been to Egypt and
visited the Great Pyramid, I lended to think of pyramids as cither
very large, geometrically simple buildings or collapsed rubble
heaps. The pyramids of Mexico were different, more like
Babylenian siggurats or even Chinese pagodas than Egyptian
pyramids. Yet ike those of Fyypt they were connected with a cult
of the dead, and it now also seemed that they had some sort of
symbolic significance linking them with a sky religion. This last
connection 1 found particularly intriguing. Robert Bauval and 1
awere on the point of publishing The Orion Mystery, presenting a
new stellar theory for Fgyptian pyramids. | was nov keento know
i this man Cottercl could find similar connections with the
Mexican pyramids. The newspaper article didn't go as for as fo
say this, but before putting dovn the paper [made 2 mental note
to look into the matter when [had more time.

1t was some months later, in May 1994, that | found myself
driving down to Cornwall to meet Maurice Cotterell face to face
for the first time. The Orion Mystery had been published the
previous February accompanied by a BEC documentary entitled

Prologue xi

The Great Pyramid—Cateway to the Stars featuring Robert Bauval
and myself. Overnight the book had become a hestseller, in spite
of strong oppasition from some senior Egyptologsts who were
dismayed that we had effectively bypassed the slow-lanc of
academia. I had all but forgotten about the Lid of Palenque in
the excitement surrounding both the launch of the book and the
making of the documentary, when a mutual acquaintance
showed me a digest of Cotterell's work. 1 was amazed at how
wide-ranging and original his work was; he seemed to have
researched not only Mexico and the Maye but many other sub-
jects as well. I now had his telephone number and I decided to
call him up. He was reluctant to sey very much over the phone,
but we arranged that | should come down or the weekend and
spend as much time as needed o quietly go through this vast
corpus of work. After driving down some narrow, winding,
tree-lined lancs and passing through a namow gae at right-
angles to the steeply gradicnied approach, 1 found myself stand-
inghefore a quaint L8th-century farmhouse overlooking the River
Tamar. I dién't have to knock, for Cotterell had heard my
approach and opened the gate. It simply remained for us to
introduce ourselves and to go inside for a cup of tea
Maurice Cotterell is about 40 years old, though he looks some

swhat younger, Lightly built and quick in speech and movements,
his temperament is clearly mercurial. Clasping our cups of tea in
our hands we immediately went upstairs to his office and, with
the aid of a whiteboard and fell-tip pens, he set about explaining,
his theories to me. For some six hours he talked non-stop, occa-
sionally rolling outa computer printoutofa graphar demonstrat-
ing a point using a child’s spinning top as a three-dimensional
model. Yet as the hours rolled by it seemed like no time at all, s0
interesting and so novel were the facts he was presenting. Like a
viewer engrossed ina movie plot, | wanted to hear more and yet
was impatient to get ta the end. At imes our conversation would
become decply technical and I would be scratching my head
trying to remember what | had learnt 25 years before concerning
partial differentiation and wave mechanics. At ofher times we
wouldbe playing withacetate copies of the Lid of Palengue, laying
therm one on top of the other (o produce bizarre images of gods
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Appendix 6: Catastrophe and
Destruction

2 the sun's magnetic feld shifes direction, it tends to twist the Earth
Off its axis. The filting Lerth is subjected (o earthquakes, loods,
conflagrations and valcanic cruptions

“The sun's magnetic field shiltsfive limes every long cosmie cycle. Tnis
wwonld seei o be the reazon that the Maya and athers believed that the
Earth has been destroyed fous Lines in the past, and that destraction at
the beginning of the 21t century in this, the ftth age of the sun, will
follow In the vame way

onfinental landmasses
Landmass now

Around 200 million years ago, all of the
recognizable today were part of a single giant contine
called Pangaea. This is 2 fundamental toncept of what is now well
Knowen as the continental drift thevry, 4 theory thal was hrst advanced
Ly Antonio Snider in 1858 But its most impartant single adocate was

“ pe—tet

Figie AST

Appendix 6
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The pictures accompanying thearticleshow a typical Chacmool
figure, justlike the ones to be found at Chichen Itza, as well as the
incense-burner shaped likea man with his tongue pokingout. The:
assumptionimplicitin Gann'sarticleis that this newly discovered
Chacmool must have been a copy of those at Chichen Itza. If, as
hesays, itis S feet high, however, then tis certainly the largest yet
discovered. Why. | asked mysclf, should the Toltecs (or whoever)
have chosen 1o cast a huge Chacmool statue ata remote site on the
coast when they were satisfied with near-human-sized ones at
home in Chichen Itza? This just didn't make sense. It seemed to
‘memuchmorelikely that this was the original Chacmool, and that
le Plorgeon’s at Chichen Itza was the copy. Unfortunately Dr
Gann does nat tell us whether the Chacmool faced the sea, but in
any case the fact that it was a coastal lown seemed important and
started me thinking again about Mayz origins. DonJosé had beer:
insistent that the rattlesnake cult had its origins in the Yucatan; the
erystal skull (which I was now convinced was intended to be used
as a burning-glass) had been found in the Yucatan; the Chacmool
figures all belonged in the Yucatan. Could it be that all of these
things had a common origin; that, as le Plongeon, Brasseur de
Bourbourg and others had asserled, the Mayan civilization was
brought from elsewhere by ship to the Yucatan? The importance
of these coastal sites seemed 1o point in that direction, and I was
now keen to investigate further the theory that the Maya of
Yucatan, and indeed Falenque, might have been influenced in
their cultural development by contacts with oversees traders.

TRANSATLANTIC TRADITIONS

Ancient Mariners and the Origins of the Maya

Ever since the ruins of Palenque were first discovered by Bishop
Nufies de la Vega in 1691, there has been speculation about who
the builders of the city might have been. Today archacologists
have no doubt that Palenque was the work of local Maya Indians
living in the Classic era between the 7th and 9th centuries AD. Yet
there have always been others who have thought that pyramid-
buikding was something that was brought to the Americas from
outsice, that cven if the actual pyramids and temples of such
Mayan cities as Palenque were built by locals, the inspiration, and
probably the technology, came from outside. According to Father
Ordoner, the first to write about Palerque, it was founded in
remote antiquity by a people from across the Atlanticled bya man
called Votar; whose symbol was a serpent. He claimed o have
read in an old Quiché Mayan book, subscquently destroyed by
Bishop de la Vegs, that Votan and his people came by sea from a
land called Chivim. They stopped off on the way at the ‘Dwelling
of the thirteen’ (perhaps the Canarics) and another greater island,
presumably cither Cuba or Hispaniola. Arriving or the east coast
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Requirements af  systent t monttor the Sunspet cyele weing Maya cvcles

sunspot cycle = 68,302 days
of these 66,302 = 1,356,040 = destruction
ilb 117 Venus intervals of 384 days = 65,328 days (26 days too many)
20 of thes 68,128 = 1,366,560 (320 too many)

‘Therefore monitor Venus for 117 20 periods of 584 days, remembering
to subtract 520 diays ie destruction weill come during the last pass of
Venus in this series,

iija In order to calibrate with Venus we must ensure that 117 appearsas
afactor in any counting system.

il In order to ensure synchranization tn salar variables we must in-
elude 261} in any counting systen (260 days is the most important
astronomical cycle, P/E].

il In order ta calculafe e moment of destruction we must count up
t0 20 sunspat periods.

i) In order to satisty i, i

“Raise’ (Mulfiply) 117 (passes of Venush by 2,222
Places Venus inferins of Tonalamatls
) In order to satisy i, and accommodate i
Instead of multipling by 20 (to atain 20 periods) e must now
rememnber to mulliply ont; by 20/2.22222 =

260

Bakwn  Kann lon Tomduead  Uinal  Kin
dags 140D 720 360 260 0 4

Figure 482 Deringios

Iates inscribed on merments are known to have been illustrated with
reference to the Baktun, Katur, Tun and Uinal, and also the Kin. (The
Tonalamal, the most important, svas purposcly omitied.|

We need to monitor the period 1.366,560 days. A systern af counting
s required to simplify and accommodate this

The Maya chose a 360-base system, as this relates 10 angular degrees
and faciltates recognition of the revolviny variables, Venus, the Solar
Pole (P), quator (£ and the World (W)

Appendix 7 259

= 68,328
88328

S <asx 1,366,360 - destruction
T80 36021 1,366,560

Calendar Base/Tun  Numbering

Round Factor  Factor  System

W 360 x 22222% 9 1366560

(189822272 =421.77) % 360 % 9 ~ 1366560

“This means 42177777 cycles of 360 days il be e ninth of the equired
destruction figure: this may be tabulated thus.

Q

e T )
Bakun  Kiwn  le Tl Ul
S wmwnam 7 B s
T f ] T
: H 2 > FR
H H 3 i §
i 4 | i § 2
: ‘ B ‘ 11
. 7 1 : T

%0 1

s Lo

o check: subtract 520. 1,366,560 - 5201 = 1 366,040~
omplete cyele for 52510 revolutions of
36920 revolutions of I

M revolutions of W (The Earth)

This is why the number § was worshipped by the Maya. Nine Tords of
the Night”are painted on fhe tomb walls in the Temple of Inscriptions,
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Catterell knew that the bat god had figured prominently in the
mythology of many different cultures of Mexico, including that at
Monte Alban When he had visited the Museu of Anthropology
in Mexico City, he had been particularly struck by an image of this
deity made out of 25 piccos of ade. It seemed that the bat, because:
of its association with the night and its silent flight, represented.
death. In the Popu! Vit two of the most important characters are
a parr of hero twins called Hunahpu and Xbalanque, whose task
itis to overthrow the evil lords of the underworld. In the course
of the story a killer bal, Camazotz, snatches off the head of
Hunahpy, which then has to be replaced with a gourd.” Later,
through various frickery an the part of the brothers, the head is
retrieved and magically fixed back an his body. It therefore
scemed no accident to Cotterell that the image of a bat should
appear, hidden as it were, on the Lid. It occupied an important
place in the mythology of the Maya.

Another composite picture to come out of the Lid was that of a
jaguar. This, it was said by the Maya, represented the fifth age of
the creation. Cotterell found this by placing the five-dot central
border code of one acetate over that of another. The jaguar features
prominently in Mayan as well as Olmec art, and it was amazirg
tosce this emblem of the fifth age brought out in this way through
the five-dot patterns (sce Tlate 24). It had been puzzling him for
some time why the Lid showed only four gods of previous ages
whereas the Aztec Calendar Stone showed five. New he knew
why: the crafty Maya had hidden it from the prying eyes of the
casual onlooker.

He now took a fresh look at the Lid itself, without the use of
overlays. It was clear Lo him that the motif of a cross standing over
the reclined figure somehow represented the sun. The use of a
cross to symbolize the sun is almost universal across the world,
pointing to the very great antiquity of this sign. However, this
symbol also had a second meaning, that of the Ceiba Tree. The
Mayan version of the universal Trce of Life had 40000 nipples
inséead of fruits. It stands, in other words, as the trec of Creation
from which all life dravs its nourishment Some of these nipples
seemed to be represented on the cross-branch of the Lid tree as
pegs. What was even more interesting, though, was that the
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sun-cross had loops depicted onit. Could these be symbolic of the
magnetic loops on the sun that give rise to sunspots? If so, then
how could the Maya have possibly known about such
phenomens? These were questions for which there were no
answers.

Cartying on with his overlay technique, Cottercll was able to
find over one hundred images and even stories o, the lid that he
could relate to Mayan mythology. Was this pure invention on his
part or were they really there? He himself was in no doubt of their
reality but he now wanted to consult with experts (o sce what they
had to say.

An academic roasting

‘The Museum of Mankin is a building which few people—even
Londuners—know exists. Tucked away in a back street behind
Piccadilly, it looks more like an oldfashioned polytechnic or col-
lege hall than & department of the British Museum. Insidi it is
quite spacious, but what strikes the visitor most is it rather grand
hall, as though the building were really designed to be a
gentlemen's club or the London residence of some country gran-
dee Opposite the main entranceis alarge staircase flanked by two
massive plaster casts of Mayan sculptures. ” It beckons the visitor
upwards to where the main collections are housed. These include
‘awide rangeofethnographic artefacts, from an Easter Island Mo
with its pursed lips and sightless eyes, to African masks and
Polynesian spears. Though the Museum's cancern for multi-
cultural values is all too clear, itis difficult to say just why some
artefacts are deemed to belongin this building and notinits much
more illustrious sister, the British Museum. Until recently,
October 1994 to be precise, there was almost nothing from the
Americas, bar an enormous totem pole, to be found in the British
Museu itself. This deficiency has now been rectified with the
opening of a new Mexican Gallery, but it used to be the case that
American antiquities were absent from the British Museum and
had to be sought in the much more politically correct Museur of
Mankind. This had one advantage in that there aze not the same
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to accompany Brasseur's text were to be supplied by Count Jean-
Frederick Waldeck, who is also considered extremely suspect
today un account of his “diffusionist” opinions. He believed that
the civilization of the Maya was nat all home-grown, that knowl-
edge had been brought to them from other lands by Chaldeans,
Phocnicians and Hindus.

Waldeck musthave been hardy for hespenta year studying and
drawing the ruins at Palenque, including a period of four months
living on site in a building still knownas the House of the Count.
There is no Goubting that he was different: at the age of 100 he
‘martied a 17-year-old girl attributing both his virility and longev-
ity toa preparation of horse-radish that heconsumed forsix weeks
every spring. He is also said to have died from a stroke after a
pretty girl caught his eye as she walked down the strect opposite
the Paris café where he was sitting.

‘Though these stories continue to amuse his morestarchy detra
tors,his published lithographs attrect nothing but opprobrium for
their obvious ineccuracies. His original working drawings, now
contained in the Ayer Collection of the Newberry Library,
Chicago, are of the highest quality, so it would scem more than
likely that he embellished the finished lithographs to make them
more appealing to a public that wanted the soct of romantic
images contained in the famous Description & Tgypie. He was not
to know that later Mayanists would need scientifically accurate
drawingstoaid them in their attempts at deciphering Mayan texts.
Evenif he had, he would probably have replied that science was
nothis concern, he was an ertist and more interested in capluring,
the spirit of what he saw.

Brasseur himself was born in France in 1814. He made an carly
career out of writing trashy novels before realizing, sometime in
his late tventies, that if i was going to get anywhere in life he
needed better connections. He accordingly entered the Church,
0L it seems out of any great religious fecling but rather as a
method of self-advancement, In the 19th century an intelligent
gentleman could, without too much difficulty, become an Abbé.
This was a title which often had ittle to o with practising any
kind of ministry yet stll carried with it a certain religious cachet.
It was especially suitable for men who wanted either lo act as
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tutors to the children of the nability or, like Brasseur, to ferret
around in church archives. As we have seen, he was particularly
adept at this, and not only discovered the Popol Varh but in 1862
brought to light both an edited edition of Hishop Landa’s R
de las Cosas de Yucatars and the important Mayan Codices then
called the Troano and Cortesiauus now joined together as the
Madrid Codex. The third great Mayan codex, the Dresden, was
available to himm in the form of the massive Kingsborough edition
which had been published betsween 1831 and 1538

Using the information concerning the Maya contained in the
Rélacion Brasseur set about decoding all three Codices. Prior tohis
recovery of Larda’s book, the greatest barrier to interpreting
authentic Maya writings was that nobedy had a clue as to what
their peculiar hieroglyphs meant. It wasassumed that because the
Maya and other Indians were ‘primitives' they were incapable of
expressing complex ideas in the form of writing, However,
Landa's work was to turm out to be the Rosctta Store” of Mayan
archaeology—and one can just imagine Brasseur’s excitement
when he realized that this might be so. It was sill only 41 vears
since another Frenchman, fean Frangois Champollion, had pub
lished his first decipherment of Figyptian hieroglyphs oy analys-
ing the Rosetta Stone and Brasseur must have been hopeful that
hecould make a similar coup. It was by this time well known that
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Figure 5 Mayan numbers
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born under the water and earth signs were introvert.* Because the
12 birth signs alternate in tae order fire, earth, air and water, the
year thesefore divides itself up very neatly into alternating
extrovertand introvert months (see Figure 12).

Cotterell was aware that because of precession (the slow, back-
wards shiftof he equinoelial points on the sun's path through the
sky) the signs of the zodiae no longer correspond in space to the
constellationsbearingthe samenames, Precessional changes mean
{hatwhercas atthe timeof ancient Greece thesunwould physically
have been in the constellation of Aries at the spring equinox, it is.
now framed by the stars of Pisces a this time. The fact that astrol-
oers still call the first sign in spring Aries” and not Pisces is a
convention thathasnot changed and isoneo the reasons seientists
dismissastrologyasapseuda-science, Yet the Mayo/ Eysenckdata
indicate that the seemingly misplaced astrological eycle of signs
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Figure 12 Alternating astrological birth signs

works—people born under the sign” of Aries show marked extro-
vertcharacteristics even though the sun is notin the actual constel-
lation of Ariesitself. There could be only onc explanation for this
what was importantin astrology wasnol the starry background of
the zodiac, which in fact only acts as a clock-face, but some cycle
telated tothe sunitself. Inother words fhe root ofastrelogulay in sclar
influence and the variations of the solar year.

The question that confronted Cotierell now was, what coul the
sur. be doing that might cause people to be extrovert or introvert
according to the sign of the zodiac they were born under? As a
radio operator he was more aware than mostof the way that radia
waves are affected by the state of the Earth's upper atmosphere,
and that this in turn is influenced by the sun. He also knew that at
times. when there are many sunspots visible, radio signals are
distorted and much noise is generated, making reception difficult
Itseemed to him now that perhaps astrological effects could also
be somehow connected with these solar variations, but he had no
idea as to how this might come about.
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we must remember is that alitough solar radiation may irigger the
process,the proces self may lagin fime before teiggering other biologi-
cal functions. '[his ‘hysteresis’ o time delay oes not help analysis. In
cftion, theffe tsof ane process donot necessarily give rise toanother
they may for example have an inverse relationship and lead to suppres-
sion_ Fusiher lriggers may be a resull of bwo previous triggers which do
ot necessarily have recognizable signatures, One may Leg behind aot
only in time bulalse in periodcity. & much mare separational analysis
of events is shown in Figure AZ6

The production of FSI1 may be platted against she solar radiation
eycle:

-~

@ '

Eiune 427 FSH s ad ol e ok i

In fgre A27, the waveforms (5] shovws that when the solar evcl i laid
40 dlegrees fangential to FSH produiction, acartelation can be leacly scen
during the fiest two quadrants of (ke solar eycle. It appears that FSH.
‘procuction is triggered by solar cycle activity but thab i fakes o days
orsoactualy fo sark Once FSH production begins, it appears o rack”
e solar cycle wai] he endt of the second quadsat before s fching off
and decaying exponentially
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i A2 Lt s e e deton

Tn figure A28, FSH plus solar radsation from quadrants 1 and 2 become
additive between pnints A’ and B, At A’ salar radiation begins (o fall, as
does FSIT against the y axis. Kecause borh FSH and solar radiation arc
faling, this gives rise 102 falling LE from B to A, betwoen A" and I AL
B oth PSIT and solar radiation are rising, against the y axis. Lhis leads
o an increase in LT TH rises rapidly at point C* and peais at 14 days,
switching off andl decaying exponentially af the end of quadrant 2

Figure A28 Custogn st prducsion st o e oo

Although solar radiation tiggers an exponential growth in vestrogen
al commencement of the cycle, the maseive pulse of LH suppresses
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Tigure 86 g Ay

that they did. In the main body of the fext we noted that the Maya
subseribed to cranial deformation, or forehead flattening, Orthodox
anthrupulogy s uggested thet s wos # mere Eashiunable whim, but
it may have enabled the brain to function much more effectively

I the Appendix o solar adiatian andl hormanes we nored that
maddulating, magnetic il dr affect the endcrine sestem, andl in 5o
Going,can affct the body’s bio-thythmic and frtfity functioning

Relurning to the head of Lord Pacal found upon the floor of the Torsly
at Palenque; we can observe some unusual ‘objects’ resernbling throo-
‘petalled flowers, steategically placed upon the head. [ rom the forehead
flower’ a fountain-lice patiern of lines resembling megactic lines of
force, emerges to cover the forehead and temple lobe arvas

Examining ol three owers' together (o fh three dimensional head.
model) and assesn we nole that all three occupy
the same axis and are positioned to impinge upon he central pineal
ypothalamus egion of the brain, suggesting that these flowor shaped.

the common loc

D st ————
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abjectscould be magnsticin mature. Could this have vnablec the et and.
right hemispheres. of fhe brain 1o function and communicate more
effectively, thus increasiog the opecating effcicacy of the brain,prechud
ing the necd for acetate averlays? Could this concenteated fild accum:
modate the storage o information in one neuro-hemisphere, the storege
of the mirror image in the other hemisphece, and the processing power
o overlay the contents of one hemisphere upon the other, eathr like a
computer programime which stores data in separate memeries for indc-
pendent processing? And fust how dit the Mava move blocks of storc,
“ome s heavy a5 30 fons, without the use of beasts of burden, or the.
wheel?

Tu answwer these questions we need to understand the nature of
technological advancement, because, like fooprints in the sand vih
new wave of echnology crases itsel’. Take the abacus counting m-
chine us an example. The logari(hmic table (use of exponents) ‘erssexd”
the abacus. The logarithmic abie, in ts turn was "erasec’ by the lide-
. The slide-rule was erased by the electronic calculator, and 5o on.
Soon the elegraph (telephone) pole will be crased., completely, by the
grostationary satelie, in space.

1o future generations,following a catastropheon the scale of the great
flood, this might sugest that s, today, were a very low-tec’ people
“4who didn't even s the telephone’, But of course this s no true. And
we must thercfore louk agtin at how the Maya ‘appeared” o be. 1f ey
did notuse the wheel it swould seem more kely that they were far more
advanced th the wheel
during their stage of dovelopiment. 15 as hogh, in our arzugance, v
imagine the cres of a space ship rosorting to bicy cles (hi wheel) o et
from their spaceship o the surface of a planct

It comes as o surprise then, Uhat moden archacology, while concen-
trating on 99% of the Maya population, perceives a face of savages,
sohilstat the same time, an alferative view of 3 highly developed 1%
exiss to provide a complecely different view upon closer examination.
In other words, everybody i right.

Whatexeritis hat we canrot understand about the Maya, and other
Earth mysteeie, rest aseured that it is becatuse we have notyet reached
their stage of development

o odern hurmians, no less, and had no need &
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1t date of 3114 BC. Al of these Old World empires are much
too recent, going back only 1o around the first millennium BC
‘There was, however, one ofher trading power that made s pres-
ence felt hroughout the Mediterranean and beyond, ata time long
before the rise of Phoenicia: Egypt. Texts and murals inscribed on
the walls of the mausoleum of Queen Hatshepsut (XVIllth
Dynasty, . 1401} BC) depict a trading voyage with a distant land
Itis generally assumed that this was Somalia in the horn of Africa
but it may have been southern Arabia or cven India. Nobody
would suggest that this mysterious land may have been America
but these murals do at least indicate that the Egyptians were not
soinward-looking as many people think. Going back many gen-
exations befure Hatshepsut, to the pyramid age (z. 2700-2200 3C0),
we now know that the Fgyptians were even then capable of
building boats to the highest star dards, Not anly do we see these
illustrated on tae walls of many of their tombs but archaeologiss
haveactually found full-sized boats buried in pits next tothe Greal
Pyramid of Giza, One of these, in a remarkable stalc of preserva-
tion, has been reassembled and is now kept in a special muscum
on the south side of the pyramid. Though the boats found near the
pyramids appear to have heen for river use and would not have
beensuitable for sailing 0.t on theapen sea, they are further proo,
if proof were needed, that there were craftsmen living a the time
the pyramids were built who were capable of building large ships
outof wood.

During the pyramid age the EgypHians had other craft besides
woaden ships. Inscribed on the walls of tombs going back to at
least the middle of the tird millennium BC are pictures of boats
made from bundles of pepyrus stalks. Now whereas Egypt was,
and is, short of wood, it had papyrus growing in abundance.
Mostly this was used for making scrolls, o papyr., from which is
derived our modern word paper, but this versatile plant had other
uses. The property that most interested the boatbuilder was the
factthat papyrus stems finat on water. By tying bundles of papyri
together it was therefore possible to make rafts that were capable
af Carrying cargoes up and down the Nile. By the time the py-a-
‘mids were bu L, the design of papyrus boats had been developed
and refined to the paint at which taey were capable of sailing aut
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on the open sea. The pictures we sce carved on tomd walls rear
the pyramids show these sailing ships equipped with masts,
rigging, rudders and cabins. They also have rising, prows and
sterns, indicating that they were not just river crafl but were
intended to cope with waves.

‘The theory that it may have been possible for the ancient
Egyptians to sail across the Atlantic to America on papyrus ships
was put to the test in 1970. With seven friends, the Norwegian
‘writer and explorer Thor Heyerdahl set sail from West Africa on
just such a boat—the design of teir craft being based. as near as
possible, on Egyptian tomb paintings. In an carlicr trp, which he
recorded in his famous book The Kontiki Expedition, Heyerdahl had
proved that it would have been possible for people to have sailed
from South America to Easter Island o rafts made of balsa wood
It was during this earlier project that he discovered that the
Peruvian Indians of Lake Tilicaca made use of papyrus boats.
Secing these he realized that they were remarkably similar in
design to others he had seen used by tribesmen on Lake Tana at
the source of the Blue Nile. Suspecting that this was a case of
technology transer, Heyerdahl now wanted to prove that it was
possible for people ta have crossed the Atlantic in the remote and
distant past. It was his belief that the ancient Egyptians had come
to Lake Titicaca, bringing with them not enly the technology of
building reed boats but also the idea of pyramid-building.

At only their second attempt, Heverdahl and his crew suc-
ceeded in crossing unaided from Africz to the island of Barbados
in the West Indies in just 57 deys (a distance of more than 6000
Kilometres). Not only that but their boat Ra 11 was virtually un-
damaged by the voyage. They had proved that, using only the
materials and technology of the time, it was technically possible
for pyramid-age Fgyptian mariners to havemade suchan Atlantic
crossing,

‘The esidence from North America

1t was one thing for Heyerdahl to prove that people could have
navigated the Atlantic in ancient times, but the question still
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Left: 20 The Lid of
Palenque

Right: 21 Four
previous
cosmogonic ages
on'the Lid of
Palenque

Epoch 2 AIR The second opoch is represented by Enecall God
of Wind. During this period the human race was destroyed by
high winds and hurricanes, and men were convertad into
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Epoch 4 EARTH (Rain of Lava) The fourth epocn is repre-
sented by Tialoc the God of rain and celestial fire. In this epoch
everything was destroyed by a rain of fire and lava, and men

were converted into birds lo survive the catastraphe.






index-45_1.jpg
70 The Mayan Prophecies

draw attention to the impartance of the 1,366,560-day cycle. More-
over, he believed that his theories about the sun’s magnetic
behaviour provided him with a unique understanding of the
astronomical importance of the 260-day cycle, without which the
Mayan numerical code could not have been broken.

Having mastered the intricacies of the basic calendar, he now
turned his attention to the famous Astec Calendar Stone, which
he had also seen in Mexico City, Reading a pamphlet he had
picked up in the Mexican Museur of Anthropology he learned
that this stone celebrated the Aztec belief in former ages. At the
centre of the wheel was the image of Tonatiuh, the sun god. He
had his tongue paking out 1o symbolize the fact that he gives
breath or life. To the Aztecs, Toltecs and ofhers, however, the sun
was rot something that could be teken for granted, nor was it
wholly benevolent. They believed that it needed constant human
sacrifice to keep it moving, to make sure that it did not set
permanently and bring to an end the fifth and last age.

Arranged around the face of the sun god were symbols repre-
senting the four previous ages. Each age had been under the
rulership of & different god, and each had apparently ended in
some sort of cataclysm. Wanting to know more about this,
Cotterell turned to the late accounts given to Spanish friars by
descendants of the survivors of Cortes invesion. It was clear from
these that much knowledge had been lost concerning the details
of pre-Columbian beliefs on these matéers, but enough had been
recorded to give some indicetion of what this knowledge was all
about. Turning first to the story as relayed in an anonymous
‘manuscript from 1558 entitled Leyenda de os soles, scemingly de-
rived from one or other of two earlier documents, the Chimalpopoca
Codex and the Cunuliitlon Anals, he was able to find evidence for
a belief in time-cycles based on periods of 52 years—Aztec Cen-
turies. This account gave precise defails of time periods that were
clearly of symbolic imporlance:

FirstSun  Najui Ocelol!  Duration, 676 years (52 x 13)
Second Sun Nafui Ehecati  Duration, %4 years (52 7)
Third Sun  Nai Quiahuil Duration, 312 years (52 x 6)
Fourth Sun  Nuhui All Duration, 676 years (32 x 13)
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According 1o this account, the second and third ages—or ‘suns
wereof much shorter duration than the firstand last. When they are
added together, however, they give a periad of 676 years, the same
s the other two. What this implied was that these four suns were
only three-quarters of a full cycle, and that a fifth age of 676 years
would be needed to complete a full round of 52 x 52 years. Though
interesting [rom a numerological point of view, this account did not
seem (0 be based on real time periods or to have much to do with
the Mayan magic number of 1,366,560 days. It rather seemed to
emphasize the limitations of the Aztec calendar which could not go
beyond the 52-year basic lime division.

Turning to the Vatico-Latin Codex, Cotterell found a much fuller
and at first more mysterious Aztec account of bygone ages

* FirstSun
Matlactili. Duration 4008 years. Those who lived then ate
maizeand were giants. The sun was destroyed by water. Itwas
called Apachiokualiztli (Flood—deluge), permanent rain
Men were turned into fish. Some say that only one couple,
Nene and Tata, escaped, protected by an old tree living near
the water. Others say that there were seven couples who hid
in a cave until the waters went down. They repopulated the
Earth and were gods in their own nations. The goddess who
presided over this era was Chalchiuhtlicue (‘The one with the
Jade skirl’), wife of 1laloc

* Second Sun
Thecatl. Duration 4010 years. Those who lived then ate a wild
fruit known as the Acotzintli. The sun was destroyed by
Ehecatl (god of wine) anc. man was turned into a monkey in
order to cling to trees to survive. This happened in the year
One Dogs (Ce Itzcuintli). One man and one woman standing
on a rock were saved from this destruction. This time was
called the Golden Age and was presided over by the god of
wind.

© Third Sun
Tleyquiyahuillo. Duration 4081 years. Men, the descendants
afthe couple who were saved from the second sun, ate a fruit
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The defect had once again been repaired. But what had Tlearned on this
step? Nothing, so fax. But looking to the central character of the Lid, 1
‘noted the same defect to the nosc. The light had dawned, the instruction
contained here was ‘place the shape on the nose of the central character
of the Lid together with the mirror image of the shape on the nose of
central character of the acotate’

rigur A8
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the defect by placing an acc!

o top of the defect,

‘The inner carving
This done, 2 bat, the god of death for the Maya, could be cl
ird the viewer at the top of the compasite acefate arrangement
rom the vicwerin the lower half of the composite picture. (See

Plate 23)

‘The Bat-God represented death to many cultures, from the Olmce
amwards. The 23 piece jode figure (sce Figure 82) was fornd in a tomb in
Monte Alban. It dates from arund 70 AD.

Fifth level decoding
I remembered that a bat had been detected in level 2 decoding, in the
composite border codes, and it became apparent that the composite
border codes listed fhe hidden pictures that could be found in the inner
Lid design. | had found 26 compostle border codes, one of which was the.
bat. Theborder code bat had not been reconciled with its counterparton
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Appendix 2b: A Scientific
Rationalization of Astrology

Personality types (hat share the swmne solar radiation code have an
affinity wilh each other, wheress those with opposile codes respond
unfevourably. Fluctations insolar radistion patterns nonetheless cauise
peaple of opposite zodiacal signs fo be attracted to each olher.

Lhe solar radiation sequence detesinines the natural moment of hirth
in babies born at full lerm {after 275 days” gestation), and docs the same
also for those who are in fact hor prematurely or late.

A further influence an pessanality, though in a minor way enly, is the
position of the planets at the moment of conception. The position of the
‘planets may in addition affect the moment of birth.

As we saw in Appendix 2a (Figures A2, A3 and A1, the equatorial
magnetic field of e sun rotates at a greater speed than the surs polar
magnetic field, a fact that holds great significance for the receptiun of
salar radiation upon the Eerth, I his can be shown diagrammatically (lct
s Tabel the polar magneti ficld of the sun P, the equatorial ield E, the
receiving Farth W, ancllet us say that al begin at a mementof alignment
corresponding to fune zero Al

g oot e
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surprised to find that it was 11 Navember (see Figures 48 and 49).
This lies right in between 16 Xul (8 November) and the start of
Yaxkin (13 November). We know that the festival, with its fast,
Iastec for fivedays, so thismusthave been duringthe period when
the Pleiades were crossing the meridian at midnight each day, the
central day of this period having the closest timing. So it seems
that for the Maya tae New Fire ceremony was an annual event,
thaugh for the Aztecs it was only celebrated ance every 52 years,
Itis probable that at the time it was widely celebrated outside of
Mani it would also have been held at Chichen Itza. I this s so, the
‘mostlikely place they would have performed the New Tire ritual
would have been in'the temple on the summit of the Kukulean
Pyramid—the place most sacred to that god. It is notewarthy that
the sides of this pyramid resemble the scales of a rattlesnake and

iyt

Figure 49 Southern and castern sky at midnight on 11 Noventber 1507

The New Fire, the Chacmools, and the Skull of Doom 135

that its ad quadratum architecture is, as we have seen, probably
based on the canamayte pattern. Once more, it appears, there is a
link between the Mayan rattlesnake cult ard lafer Mexican reli-
gions associated with Quetzalcoatl-Kukulcan. However, there is
clearly an assoc.ation older than all of this. The most importan of
the Mayan gods was Zamna, the father Eigure and teacher of all
wisdom. He itseems, was the prototypeof the later Quetzalcoztl
Kukulcan and must originally have been invoked in the New Fire
ceremony. Landa refers to Zamna as having been the Mayan
equivalent to the Fgyptian god Osiris.* It seems that just as Osiris
wasassoclated with the constellation of Orior,”so Zamna and his.
ater incarnation (Quetzalcoatl-Kukulean) was somchow linked
swith the Pleiades.

In his book Azice anid Maya Mytls, Professor Karl Taube of the
University of California writes that the New Fire festivals werc
closely connected with the idea of world renewal after the Flood.
Ineffect they were annual celcbrations of an event believed toFave
taken place when the world was recreated by the gods at the
beginning of our own age. Rather as the Mass rencws the conlract
Catholics feel they have with God on accourt of the events sur-
rounding the death and resurrection of Christ, so the New Tire
festival renewed the contract between the Maya and their gods,
particularly Zamna. As we have seen, the Aztecs celebrated it at
the start of each ‘sheaf” of 52 ycars, but Karl Taube suggests that
similar festivals were held by the Maya at the start of other
important Long; Count periods, such as the beginning of a new
Katun:

Thenew year celébrations wereanral re-enactments of the destruc-
tion and re-creation of the world. The graphic accounts of he ood
aad the ercction of world trees in the {hece books of Crlam Balam
feveal that the ritual installation of the Katun and other Long Count
perinds were thought of in very similar terms.

By now 1 was beginning to understand that the Pleiades
star-group performed something of a similar function for the
Indians of Central America as Orion and Sirius did for the ancient
Egyptians. For the latter the Gawn rising of Sirius heralded the
ficoding of the Nile and the beginning of their new vear. [t was on
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called ltar. Titar and his followers did not have far to sail to get to
the Yucatan—probably stopping at Cuba on the way. They would
then have had a choice: cither to carry cn sailing westinto the Bay
of Campeche or to go south along the east coast, perhaps landing,
at ither Lubaantun or Thomas Gann's ity of Chacmool.

All of this fits well with the Flood story as contained in the
Vatico-Latin Codex that the first sun (or age] of the water goddess
Chalchiuhtlicve was destroyed by a deluge. Thereisan intcresting
illustration of the Maya version of this same story on page 74 of
the Dresden Coderx (see Figare 63). Here Chac Chel (an aged goddes
and clearly the Mayan cquivalent of the Aztec Chalchiuhtlicue)
‘ours out a jar of water. Below is a squatting warrior, who may
represent the planet Venus. Above hera cosmic Caiman, wearing
the insignia of the planets Venus, Mars, Mercury and Jupiter, and
itself probably representing the Milky Way, opens its mouth o
pour forth a flood. The intention is clear—the worid is destroyed
by a deluge on the orders of the rain goddess, this destruction
having astral significance, perhaps because the plancts have
completed a grand cyc!

In the Quiché Maya classic the Popul Val, which as we have
seen was first brought back to Europe by Brasseur de Bourbourg,
itis said that the first people created by the gods vwere imperect.
These people were made of mud and quickly lost their shape,
ultimately dissolving in water. Though there are obviously some
fferences in detail betsween the Yucatan myth as illustrated in
the Dresden and the Quiché myth contained in the Popul Vidh, it
s clear that the intention is the same: the first destruction was by
water

The account of how humanity survived the Flood is a little
confused in the Vatico-Latin Codex but we have to remerber that
s written in the language of mythology, not history. ILis up to
us 10 get behind the myth and see what it is really all about. First
itis said that people were turned nto fish and ther: that either one:
couple protected by a tree or seven couples hiding in a cave were
able to wait until the waters went down. Twould suggest thatboth
‘accouns refer to the escape from Atlantis, that they were not so
‘mach “turned into’ fish as able (o lake to the ocean i fish, ic ships.
This being the case, they would very likely have teken shelter in

e Atlantean Cataclysm

Figure 63 Page 74 of the Dresdlen Codlex showwing the Flood

197
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Figure 4 Coatliue, the earth godduss

50, rather than be constantly reminded of such uncomfortable
contradictions, they had the statue hastily reburied.

Bullock went on to visit Teotihuacan before returning to
London with an exotic collection of flora and fauna o add to his
plaster-casts of Coatlicue and the Calendar Stone, his models of
the pyramids of Sun and Moon, and other trophies. These were

The Mysterious Maya 17
put on display in his redesigned ‘Egyptian Room' in Piccadilly,
the CalendarStone being nicknamed ‘Montezuma's watch' by the
ever-inventive British press. Apart from a few rare manuscripts
and Humboldt's expensive illustrated folios, these were the first
Mexican antiquities to be brought back to Furope to be appreci-
ated for what they were, and not ust their silver or gold content
Bullock, a jeweller and merchant, had other motives, however,
that were not entirely philanthropic. He used the money raised by
his Londor. exhibition to purchase a silver mine in Mexico.

Discovery of the Maya

Surprisingly, for over two centuries after Cortes' invasion neither
incellectuals nor adventurers paid much attention to the south of
the country. Perhaps because of the hot, pestilential climate but
more likely because of its lack of obvious mineral resources, they
preferred to go norlh, pressing up into Florida, Texas, New
Mexico and California—all of which were colonized by the
Spanish before being ceded to the emergent United States. As a
result southern Mexico remains to this day more purely Indian
than any other partof the country, retaining many of its traditions
and having separatist tendencies. As recently as 1991 there was a
rebellion in Chiapas State against the central government of
Mexico. The city of San Cristobal de las Casas was occupied by
“Zapatista’ guerrillas, 50 named after the Mexican hero and free-
dom fighter Emiliano Zapata. Many people died and it was with
some difficulty that the insurrection was put down by the army,
the wholeevent proving extremely embarrassing toa government
anxious to impress the Warld Bani that Mexico is a safe place in
which to invest.

The peaple who carried out this rebellion were Cholan Maya,
descendants of a nation that had once produced the greatestof all
the pre-Columbian civilizations in America. Little was known of
this amazing past until in 1773 a canon of the cathedral town of
Ciudad Real in Chiapas, Friar Ordofiez, got wind of a rumour that
hidden in the jungle was a whole abandoned city of amazing
Proportions. In truc colonial spirit, he had his parishioners carry
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one was full of fire, The director turned out to be a man in his
fifties, stocky, his Spanish appearance giving him the look of a
conquistador. His English was not very good but it seemed that
he didn't need to be told: he had aleady made up his mind that
Cotterells theories on the Lid of Palenque were heretical. Red in
the face and foaming at the mouth, he took hald of one of the
acetate overlays and began tearing at it, trying to pull it apart

When it wouldn't give way he became all the more angry and
virtually tossed Cofferell out onto the street outside the Museum.

Itwas abravura perfarmance intended to show the contempt felt
by the establishment for an outsider who hac dared fo cross the
Atlantic and challenge the home team on their own ground. Once
‘more Cotterell had the feeling that he had unwittingly trodden on
forbidden territory, and he now knew what theancientMaya must
havefeltlike when Bishop Landa took theit holy books and turned
themintoabonfire.Itseered thatsome things in Mexicojust don't
change.

On arriving in Mexico City, Cotterell had taken the precaution
af hiring a guice to show him round the city and arrange for
introductions. She was now able to secure him an appointmet
with two of the staff at the Anthopological Museum—the equiv-
alent of London’s Museum of Mankind. Here he met with two
younger archacologists in their thirties, one a man anc the other
2 woman. They were very friendly, invited him to sit down, and
listened attentively for about three hours as, stage by stage, he
went through his unlocking of the |id of Palenque and how it ied
in with sunspot cycles. He couldn’t help but wonder, however, if
their more positive reaction might perhaps stem from a direct
instruction to be nice, possibly by the First Lady herself.

That night he returned to his hotel room and was prepain to
§0 tobed when something appeared under the door. It turned out
t0 be a business card from a man with the forename Miguel who
was the Director of 2 Mayan Agricultural College. There was
something 0dd about the card and Cotterell suspected ke was an
impostor. For one thing, the telephone numbers o the card were
crossed out and a fresh number written on the back. For another,
why should such a card be delivered by hand in this curious
manner? It would have been just as easy to have telephoned. The
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scrawled message said that he, Miguel, had scen the program on
television and was anxious to meet Maurice personally to discuss
some of his ideas. They arranged a mesting for the followsng
morming, which was 2 Saturday, but unfortunately it was neces.
sary to make it brief because another interview had already been
arranged through the local newspaper, Nova Dadis, with an
archacologist at the independent Museum del Carmen.

Miguel furned out to be a man in his sixties, dapper, and with
penetrating eyes. He was accompanied by a young man in his
twenties who he said was his son, though it scemed more likely
that he was a grandson. Again Cotterell had the uneasy feeling
that cll was not as it seemed—that the man was an impostor or
evenaspy. Itwas hard to say why he had such a strange reaction,
perhaps something fo do with the strange manner in which he
had mace his acquaintance. Miguel scemed more like Carlos
Castaneda’s Don Juan than the dircctor of an instifute. Well,
perhaps he was. At any event the meeting went along very ami-
cably. Once more Cotterell explained his theories, but this time his
listener was much more attentive to the details of what he was
saying. At last he seemed to be speaking to sameone who knew
and understood what he was talking about when he mentioned
time-cycles, and who was keen to find out mare cancerning the
role of sunspots. He asked intclligent questions, not doubting the
validity of the overlays but wanting to know whether Cotterell
thought the cycles of the sun could have been linked to Mayan
ideas or crop rotation " Why did they use cycles of 144,000,7,200
and 360 days for their crops? At that time Cotterell was unable to
givehima positive answeron these points but promised hewould
1ok into the matter and contact him agair: in due course. The niext
day he phoned the numbers given on the card—but no one had
heard of his visitor from the Mayan Agricultural College. Later he.
was to write to him care of the address he had been given, but
again o no avail. It seemed tha Miguel had vanished a5 mysteri-
ously as he had first appearcd.

Later that day he went to the Museumn del Carmen and met up
with Dr Yolotos Gonzales who, like the lady he had met in
England, was of retirement age. Unlike the hostile gentleman at
the Templo Mayor Museum she was interested in the material and.
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The number of sputs visually counted on the sun's surface has varied
yearly,buta sunspot eyelo can b clcarly detected amongs! the data. The
eyle peaks approximatcly cvery 111 years. The longest pesk-lo-peak

cle was 17.1 years (1786-1805), and the shartest interval 7.3 vears
(1829.9-1897) From 1635 to 1715, o sunspots a al were recorded (the
“Maunder minimun)

1t is cften said that we cannot ask the question "Whal s the angular
ifference between the sun's magnetic field and the Earth’ because e
are, o the face o f,urable to quantif the diferentially zotsting felds
in elation 0 the Earth's posirion.

it there is a methou of achieving this, one that [ have trrmed

“rotationel differentotion’. 1t may be explained e follows:

P (e pular magnelic field) rotates oroe every 57 days: L {the equatocial
wtic field) rotates once every 26 days. There comes a fime (afte
5 daye) when B laps’ or begins to overtaie I

We are therefore in a position ko exarmine the sofar el in relation to
the Varth provided we teke measurements only pvery 874343 days. By
aing this swe ane comparing orly o variabies ot any one lime: the
combined position of P and E against the position of W

We can now foed the follawing numbers into 2 computer peogeam—
37 (B), 26 (E) and 35.25 (W)—and ack {he program to calculate the
posionsof hescevery §7 4515 days. Cleatly, as wehavejust mentione,
P and E will aays be topether overy 874545 days, When we have
plotted the graph ot " and I1at 47.4545-day intervals and alsoplotied the
raph of W at 57,4545y intervals we can subtract ome graph rom the
tner,which given us he diflerence between the sun's magneticficld and
the Earth. It looks like this:

-
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Appendix 7 281
2 The Haab

‘The Haab was the 365-day period of time for the Maya which came
losest to our madern Solar Year of 365.25 days.

The Haab was made up of two distinet periads:

The Tun - 360Days
The Xma Kaba Kin = = 5 Days (unlucky ‘days with no name’)
Maya 365 Day Haab

Today we add ane day to our month of I'ebruary every four years in
order to maintain wur time recording with a true solar year period. These
“Leap years' therefore accommodate the 4 x 25 yearly discrepancies thal
accumulate betaveen cach ‘Leap’ adjustment, No such Leap adjustment
(intercalary adjustment) is known to have been used by the Maya.

‘The 360-day Tun at least facilitated division into 16 Maya (20-day]
‘months. And this meant that every 361t day began with the same day
name. Unlucky named days in one 360-day period therefore carried the
same name during the next 360-day period ie some names were al
lucky and some always unlucky—unlike our modem calendar, for
example, where a birthday may fall on Tuesday this year, Mondlay last
year and Wednesday next year—it was ‘fortune’ and ‘adversity” that
interested the Maya,

3 The Calendar Round: 18,980 day period
Clearly the 260-day ‘sacred year’ period and the 365-day Hoab would
sequentinlly iferate. We conld say with confidence that they would
rocommenceat heir nitialstaring positions cvery 260 x 365 days (more:
than 95,000 days) ater they began. Bul they will actually recommence at
their starting positions bfore his time. When this correspondence occurs
may be found as follows

Because each 20-day period was ‘namedd’, and 20 divides into 360, we.
can safely say that every 361t day has the same nameas in the 350th day
period precedingit(as wementioned carlier). But the Haab was 363 days
long, We can therefore safely say that the 366th day will carry a name 5
placs difernt than the precding 365day period. Now, 20 Is s

isible by 5 (4 % 5 = 20. It ean be shown, that because of this, any
Sty period can only begin with one of four of the fuenty named
available days.

We must also remermber that 260 can also be divided by the number
5, and so.can 365. To find the shortest period of rotational correspond-
ence between the 260- and 365-day periods, we needd fo find the lowest
common multiple
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shifts after 5740y ears, again after 3557 years, again afler 3553 vears, again
after 3740 years, and finally for the fifth time afrer 3553 years during the
grand cycle.

‘The observed Sun Spot eycle will hence rise and fell, carried on top of
he neuteal sheel waveform, and may be cbserved thus

W i gm0 e w0 e e v s

N A it

S AIT i et s o - e

Before we move on, we need to understand how the sun's field
reverses o more precisely shifts from NF 10 SE)

Alter 136,41 days, shifl it A moves o @ new position where shift
bit Bonce was. Dines this mean that at midnight on the 1,366,040 day the
el will invert ex ‘flip over'? The answer fo this is no.
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Both the microcyele that contains shift bt A and (he microcycle that
contains shiff bit B shifl one mucrocycle every 157 years (6,312 days).
From the mument the microcycle that contains shift bit A ‘touches’ the
microcycle that contains shift bit B the felds effeclively begin (o mesh
The microcycle conteining shift bit A begins to mesh with the previous
position of the microcycle that containect shift bit I

, N
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of all the planets. Quelzalcoatl as Venus was also something of a
phoenix, the mythical, seif-sacrificing fire-bird. Far according to
the Anrals of Caauititlan he immalated himsell in the Lanct of
Black and Red (identified as Xicalanco and Acallan on the Maya
frontier) and his heart, burning to incandescence, rosc to become
the planel Venus, We react

When they ceached the place they wer searching for, now again
{hese he [Qietzalcaat] sept and sufered. n this yoar | Reed (s01tis
told, so it i said), when he had reachesd the aceas shore, the edge of
the sky water, he stood up, wept, took hisattire and puton his plumes,
his precious mask. When he was dresecd, of his own accord he burmned
himself, he gave himselfto e fice. o that where Quetzalcoatl burned.
hizmself is called the Place of Incine

And it said that when b busnetl, hisashes rose up and every kind
of precious burd appearect and could be seen rising up to the sk
And after he had become ash the quelzal bird's heart ruse up; iLcould
be seen and was known to enter the sky. The ald men would say he
had become Venus: and it is lold that when the siar appeared
Quetzalcoat]died. Trom now on he was calledt the Lord of Dawen

Once more we see the familiar connection between & fire cer-
emony and a new birth, the starl of a new age. As we have seen,
the Birth of Venus hasstrong calendrical connotations, for it marks
the start of the Mayan Long Count calendar in 3114 BC. For the
Artecs this ageendcd with the destruction of Teotihuacan and the
founding of Tula around A1) 750, The writer of the Arals of
Cuauhtitlar, wanting to link the mythical birth of Venus with the
startof thefifth age, found his way of linking the Venus myth with
the flight of the later Quetzalcoatl-Topilzin. Whatis also of inter-
estin this story is the stated vear of 1 Reed, for it was in such a
year that the Atec empire was rudely invaded not by a benevo-
lent Quetzalcoatl but by Cortes and his knights.

There s, howaver, very much mare o themyth of Quetraloati-
Kukulcan than eilher astronomy or histury. As an archetype, he
stands for all thal a man should aspire to. His depiction 2 a
feathered serpentindicales hisdal nature: the feathers symbolize:
his airy, spiritual nature (the Father) and the serpent his connee-
lion with physical creation (the Mother). It was, of course, the
statue of Coatlicue, the Actec earth mother, with her serpentine
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skirtsand head that so disgusted the Spanish authorities that they
had it buried. On a deeper. more mystical level, the ‘feathered
serpent’symbol indicales theway that the enligatened mannceds
to bring the two opposing aspects of his nature, the spiritual and
‘material, into conjunction.

In the spiritual traditions of the West the serpent (or sometimes
dragon), as well as symbolizing the path of the sun through the:
sky, represents the lower self. According Lo Gnostic lraditions,
each one of us is born as a serpent and constrained to 4 hfc of
crawling in the dust of the carth. Just as a serpent renews itsell by
casting off its skin and growing & new one, o we ourselves live
life after lfe, dying and being rebom, but still unable to raise
ourselues from the carth. In this state of unawareness we are eut
offtrom the higher worlds of spirit and temain the helpless brood
o the great Solar Serpent. Thus it is that as the fallen children of
Adam and Fve we are imprisoned in our renewable ‘skins’ and
constrained to ivelife after life and Lo experience death alter death
in the material world. This is why Coaflicu, like her Hinda
equivalent Kali, has anecklace of skulls and dismembered hands
for the carth mother takes as well as gives life. However, Gnastic
traditions also speak of a cosmic destiny, of the pussibility inher-
entin humans as souls uf leaving the physical carth to journey to
our true home on higher, non-material planes. This s the essence
of the spiritual teachings of all the greal masters including Jesus,
Buddha, Muhsmmad and, we can presume, the original
Quetzalcoatl Kukulcan.

Yet all of them teach, if we read their words catefully, thal ta
gain freedom requires a lransformation of our being. To use
anothermetaphor, the ordinary human lives asacaterpillar on the
cabbage-leat of life, Here he or she can live and die a thousand
times without being even aware of the possibility of further de-
velopment, Yet, jusl as the caterpillar has within it the potential to
betransformed intoa beautiful butterlly, 50100 the human has the
possibility of metamorphosing into a higher farm. We do not have
toremain at the caterpillar stage of ife forever: we too can become:
angels-— even while still alive in a physical body.

The practical application of this esoleric philosophy is Yoga and
invalves raising the ‘serpent cnergy” up the spine and joining it
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everywhere on the temples, sometimes double-headed, at others
single (sce Figures 3 and 37), Feathered serpents formed whathad
been the balustrade of the ball-court, and sported along the fronts
of friezes in a collection of buildings now known, rather im-
aginatively, as the Nunmery. It was clear from all of this that the
twin cults of Quetzalcoatl-Kukulcan and Tlaloc-Chaac were as
dominant here as they had been in Teotihuacan. | wondered
whether there could have been somesortof cannection between the
twa sites, and if so what relationship they might have had to ene
another. Textbook archacalogy seemed to be rather light on this
subject, referring only to vague (rade links between Teotihuacan
and the Maya, but I suspected there was something deeper here.

Comparing the art al Uxmal with that of Teotihuacan, Tenochtitian
and Monte Alban it was clear that it was here, in the Yucatan, that
whatfor wantofabetler term we might call the Quetzalcoatl school
had its highest expression. The detai in the reliefs on the walls and
thecomplexity of thesymbolisminvolved spoke ot of post-Classic
decadence but of Renaissance. We scemed to be looking at the
handiswork of a people who, far from retreating into oblivion, were
illed with creative energy, vitality and strong beliets Itseemed that
we were getting closer Lo the origins of this strange religion.

“The following day we wentto Chichen Itza, the most famous of
all the ancient sites in Yucatan. In the older part of the city, as at
Uxamal, we saw the same images of serpents and rain gods rc-
peated over and over again, the style of the buildings being very
similar to those at Uxmal. However, the main areas of the ity
showed a markedly different, military flavour owing to its un-
usul history. For unlike Uxmal, which remained more or less
purely Mayan right up until its abandonment, Chichen ltza was
colonized by invaders from the west; the Toltees. They brought
with them military discipline but also an Aztec-sized appetite for
human sacrifice. That this was so was attested by the many reliefs
guars and eagles feasting on the hearts of sacriicial vietims.
as well as whole walls covered with carved human skulls. When
looking at thesc 1t was hard to feel any love or sympathy for the
conquerors, sill less to belicve that their leader was a good and.
onourable man, Yet the ‘raditions state that he 100 was a
Quetzalcoatl. T needed now to investigate this connection further.
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Chichen Itza and the legend of Quetzalcoatl

TheMayancity of Chichen Itza seems originally to have been built
at roughly the same time as Uxmal, in the Terminal Classic pe-
riod.""Atsome timein the 10th century, however, the Yucatan was
invaded from the sea by Toltec warriors. According to legends
told totheSpenishin the T6th century, they were led by a god-king
called Topilzin-Ce-Acatl, who took the title Quetzalcoatl or
Kukulcan. It seems that this was the same king mentione in the
legends of the Aztecs, who had once ruled over the Toltecs of Tula
before being driven out by his rival Tezcatlipoca or ‘Smoking
Mirror', The legends speak of him as  peaceable leader who,
having lefthis home, arrived in the Yucatan and established 2 new
capital at Chichen ltza. Friar Diego de Landa has this tosay

‘The opinion of the Indians i that with the Itzas who settled Chichen
Itza there ruled a great lurd named Cuculean [sic], as an evidence of
which the principal building is called Cuculcan.

‘They say that he came ffom the west, bu: are nol agreed as Lo
‘whether he came before or after the 1zas” or with then. They say that
he weas well disposed, that he had no wie or children, and that after
his return he was regazdec in Mexico as one of their gods, and called
Cezalcoiuati [Quetzalcoatl]. In Yucatan he was also reverenced as a
god because of his great services to the state, as appearce in the order
swhich he established in Yucatan after the death of the chiefs, o sellle
the discord caused in the land by their deatns.”

After selling us how Kukulcan went on (o found another city
called Mayapan, meaning ‘standard of the Mayas’, Landa goes on
tosay: ‘Cuculcan lived for some years in this city [Mayapan] with
the chiefs,and then leaving them in full peace and amity returned
by the same road to Mexico.”

Modern Mayanists point out that there is considerable ambigu-
ity and confusion in Landa’s account owing to the fact that there
was clearly more than one migration info the Yucatan. The
Quetzalcoatl or Kukulcan that is described must have been a
Toltec leader. The Itzas, however, were a later much-despised
people, who came (o Chichen [tza sometime in the 13th century
and gave their name to the formerly Toltec city of Chichen. Inany
case the coming of the first Quetzalcoat] cannot have been the
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of canals giving access to a myriad of other artificial islands. On
these, crops were grown: mainly the maize, chilli peppers and
beans that are stil the staples of Mexico today.

‘The city was huge in comparison with those Cortes had e
behind in Europe, by same estimates having a population of
200,000. Though most of the houses were mace of wattle-and-
daub, the nobil ty and priestslived inmagnificent palaces of stone.
Therc werealso open areas of he city in which markets were held
Here, asinany other civilized habitation, the people traded goads
and services in exchange for food. At the centre of thc city was
temple complex inciuding builcings shaped like step-pyramids.
These were covered with brightly coloured stucco and at first
glance must have been quite resplendent. However, an appalling
stench lingered over these towering monuments, for it was here
that the prests carried out the bloody rituals that were part and
parcel ofthe Aztec religion. After the sill-beating hearts of victims
had been torn out and offered 1o the sun, the dead bodies were
hurled down the steps of the pyramid. Tt was reported by the
Spanish—though this may be a calumny—that the Aztecs were
cannibals, and that at least some of the victims of these barbaraus,
rituals ended up in the cooking-pot.

‘Whatever the truth of this last report, there can be no doubting
that tae Spaniards were deeply shocked by these rituals and
hardened their hearts against both the city anc its people. As fer
astheSpanishwerecorcerned, all Indians were devil worshippers
and needed to be converted to Christianity—forcibly, if necessary.
Having defeated the Aztecs and taken Cuahtemoe captive, Cortes
ordered the wholesale destruction of their capital 50 that the
memary of its Satanic past would be erascd. Tenochtitlan was
razed to the ground, its palaces and temples dynamited sothat the
stone could be used to build new churches and villas for the
conquerors. Meanwhile the natives were reduced to serfdom and
Put t0 the arduous task of reconstruction. In a short time the
population was decimated through oversork, discase and casual
slaughter. Under threat of death, the peapleof Mexico were forced.
toconvert toCatholicism and to give up their old gods. They were
forbidden Lo write in their own language, and had now (o learn
Spanish. All written records from the old days that could be found
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were destroyed. Idols and other large objects that could not easily
be broken up, burnt or melted down were buried to remove their
evil influence. Of the unspeakable acts of cruelty carried out by
the Inquisition in the name of Christianity probably the less said
the better. For rather like the Chinese who, following Mao's inva-
sion of Tibet, set about robbing that country not only of its gold,
silver and other precious mefals but more importantly of its
culture, 50 also cid the Spaniards in Mexico. Fortnately there
were one or two more enlightened individuals in the Church who
did their best to record at least some of the native traditions beore
they perished completely.

Foremos: among these was the Franciscan friar Bemardine de
Sahaggun. In 1529 he sailed to Mexico in the company of several
Indians, who were being repatriated after having been paraded in
Spain for the amusement of the court. From them he was able to
learn Nahual,” their native language. He sussequently travelled
throughout Mexico and during his long life acquired a vast store
offolklore, which herecorded in 12 volumes. Seekingout the most
Teamned of the surviving Indians and asking them to narrafe the
legends of their people as best they could remember, Sahagun was
able to record much of their recent history prior (o the conquest.

During the Spanish occupation, both Church and state actively
discouraged scholars from pudlishing anything that might
indicate that Mexico prior to the invasion of Cortes had any sort
of civilization or history worth the title. It wes Sahagun who
discovered from his Indian friends that, on the contrary, prior to
the Aztecs there had been an earlier race ruling the Valley of
Mexica whom they referred to simply as ‘Toltecs’,” a name
meaning ‘artist’ or builder’, and which referred to their amazing
skills in this respect. Their capital had been a fabled city called
Tollan where, under the guidance of a divinely inspired leader
called Quetzalccatl,” they had developed their arts and crats to
a very high level. As T was later to discover, Quetzalcoatl was
more than a folk-hero: he personified the goal and purposes of
avery high and peaceable religion that at are fime—long before
the coming of the Spanish—held sway over most of Central
Ametica. Apparently the Taltecs were also skilled in astronomy,
counting the days and keeping careful track of the movements
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that at least some immigrants had come by boat from across the
Atlantic. These people, he believed, had brought with them the
custom of building pyramids as well as many other cultural ideas.
Careri, in his book Giro del Mondo, echoed these sentiments,
pointing out that even Aristotle knew that the Carthaginians
made voyages beyond the Pillars of Hercules (the Gibraltar
Straits).

The Carthaginian connection was to be a recurrent theme in
many of the books that followed, and it was not a random choice.
The Mediterranean city of Carthage was extremely well located
on the North African coast, near present-day Tunis. It was well-
protected, had sheltered harbours and, because it was surrounded
by good agricultural land, was also self-supporting. However,
rather like mediaeval Venice, its prosperity depended upon over-
seas trade. The Carthaginians were descended from Phoenician
emigrants and, like the rest of their race, were great sea-farers. It
is recorded by Herodotus, for instance, that the Carthaginians
circumnavigated Africa some 2000 years before Vasco da Gama.
They also had trading stations in many lands and cities including
Memphis (the ancient Egyptian capital), Jerusalem and Babylon.
As merchants they had a monopoly of supply on many raw
materials, including tin, and to maintain this, kept their trade
routes bevond the Pillars of Hercules a closely guarded secret. In
factthey controlled all trade in the western Mediterranean: foreign
vessels were forbidden to go west of the island of Sardinia. To
enforce this exclusion zone required a powerful navy—and this
they certainly had. Unfortunately their anti-free-trade stance was
eventually to lead them into conflict with their most powerful
neighbour, Rome.

The Carthaginian empire was no small-fry and at its height
included parts of Spain, much of northwest Africa and the Balearic
Islands. Beyond the Pillars of Hercules they had a colony on the
island of Madeira and others way off the African coast on the
Canary Islands. They also sailed to Britain on a regular basis, for
in ancient times this was the most important source of tin. This
metal, which has given its name to the plated metal canisters in
which baked beans are stored, had a very different purpose then:
it was needed for making bronze. Because bronze was used for
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finding the comers that were not missing, Such is the enigma of the
Maye,

Maya numbers—summary
9~ Magic mumber of the Maya. All relevant numbers compound fo 9
fexcept the special mumber 260)

260~ Sclar pole- equstor cifferential operator and aya ‘year’ Atter 260
days P=9.729 degrees F - 0 degre

60

faya numbering system base.

11000
system

200 360 260 20— Maya cycles thal comprise the numbering,

68,302 Sunspot cycle as caleulated by computer.

68,328 = Sunspol cvcle as tracked by the Maya and calibraled using
Venus

1,366,40=20sunsput ey les= 1 solar magneticcallisionsiift (compter
calculated).

1366560 - 20 Maya sunspot cycles = 1 Maya solar magnetic
callision /shift. Calculated by orultiplying cach numbering system
numberby 9. This is the ‘Super-Nuber’of fhe Dresden Codex,

1,359,540 - Carved on the Temple of the Cross, Palenque, Ths aumber
reconciles the Venus calibrated periods of 68,328 and 136,360 with the
65,302 and 1,366,040 computer calculated versions.

1,152,000 and 57600000 = used to ‘over-drive’ and “break-down’ the
umbering system

136,656,000 - 100 sunspot collisionsatastrophe periods. Modifies, and.
inso daing, exlends the Maya numbering system to accommedate the
handling of lasger numhers (136,656,000 and in so doing overcomes the
system breakdown when used for cycles larger than 141,000, This is
achieved with recousse tu a modified rumburing system based upun (he
umber 9 and the decimal paint. This indicates thal he Maya used the.
decimal pont systera

Appendix 7307

LE72,000 = 360 % 260) % 20. 1,572,000 — 1,368,560 (Super Nunber)
05,401= 7.4 sunspot cycles. This indicates that 1872 (K represents anly
1/5th of a greater Ume period. :

9,360,000 5 1,872,000 -9.729729 degreesshort of a Maya Grand Uycle,

9360260 1"~ - W = Neutral Warp = | Grand Maya Cyele - Cycle uf
ssion Precession s indicatve of Earth wobble, tt or pole shitt.
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Figure 18 The sun fhrowiny off poticis ke garden sprinkler

field (s Figure 17). Asitspins on its axis,so it throws off charged
particles into space, but the nature of these particles and their
polarity atany given point in space around the equator of the sun
is determined by themagnetic polarity of the bubble in that resgion.
‘The particles carried on the solar wind from regions of negative
polarity are negatively charged (electrons), while those from
positively-charged regions are positively charged (mainly pro-
tons). The net result is that, rather like a garden sprinkler, the sun
thraws out particles in all directions, but these ae of differing
types depending on the source of emission (cee Figure 18). Data
sent back by an interplanetary spacecraft (IMP1 1963) has shown
that this is indeed the case.

Besides causing a bow-shockwave when it hits the Farih's
magnetosphere, the solar wind is responsible for other, more
dramatic phenomena. Many of the chacged particles come streanm-
ing in through the skin of the Larth's megnelosphere and arc
trapped in the Van Allen Belts. There they are then accelerated
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downwards and towards the poles by the Earth's own magnetic
field. The result is that they come crashing through the upper
atmosphere and, as they do so, produce the bright illuminations
known as the Aurora Borealis or Norther Lights (see Plate 25).
The solar wind not only gives rise to aurorae but can at times
produce much more serious and frightening effects, An example
of this happened in 1989. A report from the Gealogical Survey
Group in Edinburgh shows how, in January and February of that
year, activity begar: to ircrease sporadically over the entire solar
disc. On 5 March at 13,54 GMT a massive X-ray flare, lasting for
137 minutes, erupted from the sun's surface. It was believed tobe
the largest such event this century, and it overloaded the sensors
ontne equipment being used by the scientists to monitor i. In the
region where the flare had occurred a cluster of sunspots could
clearly be scen-—evidence of a connection between the event and
the sun’s magnetic behaviour. On § March a solar proton event
began, and a large quantity of these ions began o flow to the Earth
on the solar wind, the activity continuing uatil 13 March. Tae
artival of this stream of charged particles, the nuclei of hycrogen
atoms, wasto have a profound effect on the Earth's own magnet
field. In fact the change in flux was the biggest seen since 1952,
and gave rise toa violent magnetic storm. Monitors at the Lerwick
laboratory it the Shetland Islands registered a large deviation in
terrestrial magnetism of 8 degrees within the space of a few hours.
This compares with a normal deviation of only about 0.2 degrees
per hour. The intensity of the storm was such that the Aurora
Borealis could be seen clearly in southern England. Indeed, re-
ports of similar sightings came pouring in from as far south as
Italy and even Jamaica. The rapid changes in the Earth’s magnetic
field also produced huge surges in power Fnes, telephone lines
and cable networks. In Canada more than a million people were
left without electricity as parts of the power grid went down
following the averloading of transformers. The Earih’s iono-
sphere, a region itself composed of charged particles and against
which radio waves are normally bounced, was totally disrupted
making communication by this medium impossible. The back-
ground noisealsomeant thatsatellite communications were badly
affected. Suintense was the radiation that astronauts on board the
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unchanging, it could not be the cause of the observed anomalies
The answer could only be that the amount of C'*in the atmosphere
docs not stay constant over long pericds of tme—ie living organ
isms in the past have not all con‘ained the same proportions of the
different carbon isotopes at death that they do today.

At first it seemed like this could be the end of carbon dating as
ool for archaeological work, but it was then realized
ight be possible to produce a series of correction tables
using another method of dating;: dendrochronology. This is based
on the simple observation thatas trees grow, they lay downa fresh
Iayer of growth each year. I a tree is cut down, it is possible fo
work outits age by counting the number of rings of growth in its
trunk. Individual rings can tell scientists a great deal abaut the
climate at the time the tree was growing, bul more importantly
they hold a palacontological record of the balance of C'" in the
atmosphere al the time the ring was formed. By analysing very
ol trees and tree-trunks, dendrochronologists have been able to
obtain data onatmospheric C' levels as far back as 9000 years ago.
This has meant that archaeologists have been able to make the
necessary correction to their C* dates. It was quickly realized that
the reason C'* levels vary in this way is the sun’s behaviour
cosmic rays affect ofherwise stable nitrogen atoms and turn them
into C. The proportion of C'* to C** atoms in archaeological
specimens can thus be used as an indicator of high or low solar
activity.

Solar radiation s also clearly the most impartant factor in
climaticchanges, and Cotterell was able to find a graph correlating
radiocarbor levels with solar activity, the European climate, and
the advance and retreat of alpine glaciers (see Figure 54). The fit
was exact—but with one peculiarity: it seemed that high levels of
" correspanded with decreases in solar activity. How could this
be? Scientists scemed lo have no answer for this, but he surmised
that there might be a simple explanation. When the sun is very
active it generates a large number of sunspots, and these in tum
cause lazge numbers of charged particles to be thrown into space.
This means that there are clouds of charged particles betyveen the
sunand the Earth, and there is a thickenung of the Van Allen Belts
(see Figure 35 A5 a result, the lower atmosphere is effectively
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Figure 54 The relationship beticeen climate and solar activity

shielded from cosmic radiation and less C* is produced. Con-
versely, at times of low solar activity, when there are few if any
sunspots, there are fewer ions between the atmosphere and the
sun toshield out the cosmic rays (see Figure 56). More nitrogen is
thusconverted loC". Whatall this means i that thereis aninverse
correlation between C'* Jevels in the atmosphere and sunspot
activity. By consulting the trec-ring record it is therefore pussible
0 see how sunspot behaviour must have varied in the past.
Taking the work a stage further, Cotterell now compared the
graphs for solar activity (ie sunspot numbers), temperatures, win-
tor severity, and gleciation against the rise and fall of civilization.
Again the correlation was extraordinary (see Figure 57). Itscemed
that high solar activity (ic low levels of C and therefore, by his
hypothesis, large numbers of sunspots) correlated exactly with the
growsh of powerful, sophisticated civilizations. Low sunspot
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intelligent civilization once lived on Farth, i

uch correlations wee:

once known and handed dowrsin the form of aseralogy

Role of the Planets at the v of conception

Figun A2

O- 0= O

Appendix 2b 243

A degree of personality variance may result from fhe effectsof planetary
activity atthe moment of conception. In Figure A21 the ‘ideal solar weve
{a)is shown at one moment in fime. Without any planets in the model
b, his same wae () interacts with the Farth. In the case af a planctary
configuration (d) the inner planets adjust the fucal plane of the beam (in
‘much the same way as electrades are deflerted in a cathode-ray 1ibe)
the outer planets ave the ability 1o accelerate the partcles in the bear,
thusincreasing kinetic encrgy carried by the particles. 5o,as the particles
impinge upen (he magnetosphere, the degree of modulalion {the ‘abso-
Iute bias) must also vary. The resulting waveshape (e} shows the wave
modulated in amplitude and the overall bias level increasect

Figgure A22 shows another configuration with the beam magnitude
attenuated. This would mean that planetary aspects could fine-tune the
solae wave pattem (b}, creating a ‘nique’ pattern that eadl t0 @ cegree
of persenality variance within each sign of the zodiac

. o PR

Fige 22
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We can examine the Earth's geomagnetie field and Figure A9 clearly
stows that the Fasth's magnetic field (a) charges in sympatiy with that
ot the sunand (b) suggests that the intensity of the Farth's ield s directly.
attectund by that of the sun's neutral sheet.

Cur analysis of fhe solar noutral sheet shows that caleulations covering
the last 3,740 years indicale a reversal of the neutzal sheet direction
betaweens, 113 BC and 627 AD (both periods +/— 157 years). Note: Before.
Present’is usually interpreled as before 1952

‘The 8000-year Cox/Bucha geomagnetic intensity cycle means that
twa reversals take place, during the 8000-year pericd, as against a
theoretical duuble reversal of the solar neutral sheet time period of
2 (3781 +/= 187 years), or 7,65¢ years, which, given the confidence
level of the geomagretic and Carbon 14 data means thal a near perfect
correlation exists hetween the caleulated solar neutral sheet and geo-
magnelic inlensily variafiors during u near perfect chronological
historical pe

o
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Significance of the 1,872,000 day pericd

Maya number 1872000
Maya magnetic shilt number  =1.366,560
505,440 days

505,440 days + 48,307 {achual sunspot number)

AU sunspot cyles,

Immediately, this suggests that the 1572000 number is 2 fraction of 3
larger cycle, bevause there is an incamplete number of actual sunspots
in the period and therefore it cannat represent & solar cycle aclivity
period.

I order to overcome this the remainder, of 4 fcontained in the
nutber 7.4) must be multiplicd by % 5 7.4 - 37 sunspol cycles.
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igure 40 José Diaz Bollo

asan archacologist. Tcould see all of these careers written into is
cragey visage, and could imagine him as a young man fighting in
the revolutiors that convulsed Mexico for so many years. The
steely determination that must have served him well through
‘many painful years was still present, and [ was aware that T was
not talking to any ordinary old man. Like Carlos Castaneda’s Don
Juan he hac a special presence. He was a man of knowledge, of
wisdom, who had seen the world and who was not afraid now to
face etenity

Spread before us on the table were over 20 books and booklets,
all written and published by him without any help from outside
sources. Against all the odds he had forced his ideas vnto the
warld, in spite of the opposition of not only the establishment—
which believed him to be somehow dishonouring Mexico by
telling the ruth about Mayan civilization —but even of his friends
Now, sitting peaceably in his little cottage, he concentrated as he
attempted lo pass on to me something of the spirit of his ideas.
The key concents were very simpletograsp but their ramifications,
were vast. For according to Diaz Bolio the Maya, and indeed all
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the other cultures of Central America worthy of the name civiliza
tion, were deeply involved in a rattlesnake cult. This, he assured
‘me, was not a hypothesis but a fact, which he had proved overand
over again in his work during the past 50 years. It was shocking
to theauthorities not because they hadn't réalized how central the
serpent is in Mayan art but because, as he saw it, the Maya quite
literally derived their knowledge of the world ‘from the mouth of
arattlesnake”.

By now spellbound I sat holt upright in my chair as he lold me
about his thesis which, to give it a name, he calls the cultural
ramifications of the rattlesnake. He explained how i the carly
vears of his researches he used to keep rattlesnakes in the house
and study their behaviour first-hand. It was not enough for
o read about them in encyelopacdias or to consult expert opinion,
he wanled o sec and fecl them for himself. Next to us were two
rattlesnakeskins in a plasticbag and I begantofeel uncomfortable,
wondering whether there might be a live rattler hiding under the
sofa or in some other inaccessible place, He assured me that these
days he didn't keep live snakes, but there had been times in the
past when pets of his had escaped, causing untold commotion
with the neighbours. These days, however, things were calm, and
he concentrated on writing, publishing, and giving a few private
lectures to interested students. By now we hed struck up a good
rapport and information began to pour out of him, though not in
a very ordered fashion, I tried my best 1o keep up with what he
was saving, using a tape-recorder to make surc | did not miss
anythingimportant. My main task was to see to it thatthe conver-
sation covered the ground [ wanted, for I was convinced that his
rattlesnake concept was the missing link in our understanding of
Mayan chronology.

‘We carried on in this fashion for several hours, by which time
he was becoming tired and | was feeling heavy with new informa-
tion. Thad a plane to catch the following afternoon but 1 promised
to come and see him again in the moming to finalize certain
arrangements concerning the distribution of his booksin England.
With that | returned to the Hotel Casa del Behlam to set about
putting these new ideas in some sort of order, and to ponder their
relevance to Maurice’s work on sunspot cycles.
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Although a book of The Anazing Lid of Palengus has been published
sepamately itis mportant to understand how the decoding was achieveed
i the first place, because ths decoding logic,which pervades all that the
Maya belicxed, led o allof the other discoveries aboul Lhe Maya.

‘The first thing onenofes aboutthe Lid i the complexity and the beauty
of the carved picturc. The second i the plethora of unknown and
confounding symbols and shapes littered around the more c
recognizable designs and matifs. Given that many interprelalions have
been placed upon the design over the years, none conclusive, it scemed
reasunable to suggest that the  id could contain much more information
than had hitherto been recognize. [ndeed my wvn interpretation of the.
carvinyz showe scenes that depicted sunspot activity, as well as hov
such activity could affect fertlity

s first-level analysis vielded an altogether different interpretation
of the meaning of the carving on the Lid than had ever been proposed
tadate,

Firstlevel decading
‘This involves interpretation of the dsign of the carving but involves no
decoding.

Inferpretition: The carsing could bescen o ell fthe previous fous” ages
of creation; as did the Artec sunslone and ofher mes-american liter
ature, (but raised the question of missing information relating Lo the
“6ifth age—which seemed not to be depicted, see main text).

The question now was, given that the fifth age of the Jaguar was not
represented, was {1 irs iterpretation conjecture?

1 decidied, at least for the time being, to set sice this account and
return to the ‘offcial” one which suggested that the centraly reclining
Fgrore was the occupant of the tomb falling inf some after-life’ region.
But no evidence existed to support this assertion. Likewise the official

Appendix 8 3

interpretation suggested that the falling cccupant was sitti o top af
an’Berih monster’ but what is an Larth monster?

Oneby one, T eliminated each of the postulates given in the octhacdin
interpretation—all except one that is. At the fout of the reclining figure,
50 the archarologists maintained, were pictured 2 fov 'maize sevdy
Examining these [ agreesd that there were certaialy & few ‘marks’, and
giving the benciie of e doubt decided that this observation mus:
therefore be given a air hearing,

Ihad read earlier, during my investigations into Mayan mythology
that the home of ‘maize’ was fhe home of svomen whodied ia childirth:
the Paredise known as ‘Cincaleo’ which lay to the West. Given that the
seeds were positianed af the feet of the reclining figure, and Lo the lefc
hand side (the West), could the reclining figure actually represent
fomale giving birth, with legs open?

Indeed, there were four oter known mythological Paredises for the
Maya; Tomatiuncan lay fo the East and was the fome of tie Sun-God
Tanatiuh. This was the home of thuse who died in bettle end sacriice.
Tamatiuh hid alrady been recognizee in the firss nferpretation of the
“four previous ages’ Could Tonatiuh have a duel role o= an indlicator of
the paradise Torotiuhean?

474 Soir bty
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can glean some idea from the artistic representations of their gods
‘The Pyramid of Quetzalcoatlis particularly helpful in this respect
because it carries a fricze showing alternating rows of sculptures
ofthe feathered serpent god Quetzalcoat!” and the rain god Tlaloc
Clearly, then, these two were vencrated in the Valley of Mexico
long befare the time of the Toltecs.

The true significance of the Pyramids of the Sun and Moon i
also unknown. We only know them by these names because that
s what the Aztecs called them. Trwas also they who gave the city
its presentname, Teotihuacan, meaning Tlace where the gods are
born’, for they had their own mythology associated with the site.
The Aztecs believed that at the end of the previous age the gods
wathered in darkness at Teatihuacan lo decide which of them
should become the new sun to light the world. According to one.
of their myths a rather arrogant god named Tecuciztecatl volun-
teered for the privilege, but the rest of the gods elected the more
humble and elderly Nanehuatzin as a second contender. A great
funcral pyre was built and Tecuciztecatl was invited to jump into
it. When he couldn't pluck up the courage to sacrifice imself in
this way, they then asked Nanahuatzin. He immediately ran and
jumped into the flames. Secing this, Tecuciztecatl found his nerve
and e toothrew himselfupon the pyre, asharmed that he had been
wutdone by his humble rival. This was not the end, however, for
‘phoenix-like they were both rebom: Nanahuatzinbecame the nevs
sun god, Tonatiuh, and Tecuciztecatl became the moon.” Unfortu-
nately, the sun would not move in the sky but hung motionless on
the eastern horizon. Tonatiuh demarded the fealty and blood of
the other gods before he would get to work travelling along the
ecliptie. After some deliberation the other gods agreed and, one
by one, gave themselves up to have their hearts removed by
Quetalcaatl. Fortified by this blood offering Tonatiuh became
Nahui Ollin, the Sun of Motion

The Astecs used fhis story of the self-sacrificing gods, which
they almost certainly inherited from the earlier Toltecs, Lo justify
their own bloody religion. They reasoned that if the gods them-
selves had had o dic to keep the sun moving in the sky, then
humans had 2 duty to follow their example and make sure the sun
god was kept properly fed.” The connection between this Aztec
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myth and the site of Teotihuacan has never been explained, but it
is possible that something did happen there that involved a great,
fiery ritual. The evidence that the city was abandoned after being
burnt is striking, and certainly for the Aztecs it became a sacred
burial ground

Mountain of the Bat god

Movirg on from the Mexico City area, Cotterell flew to Oaxaca.”
The Oaxaca Valley has a long history of settlement but was seized
by the Aztecs only 40 years before the coming of Cortes. The
Spanish colonial city that was built on the earlier Aztee ruins is in
many ways the most attractive in the wholc of Mexico. AL an
altitude of 1600 metres it has an agreeable climate, and when
Cartes arrived he fellin love with the place and intended to retire
there." But what makes Oaxaca particularly interesting is not so
much its 0ld world charm as the nearby ruins of Monte Alban, the
most breathtaking site in all of Mexico. Here, perched ona mo
tain top overlooking the Oaxaca Valley, was a ceremonial centre
it for the gods themselves.

Founded by Olmec immigrants perhaps around 800 BC, Monte
Alban is a remarkable feat of engineering, First the mountaintop
was artificially flattened—itself an enormo
huge area was laid out with ball-court,” tombs and other b
ings. Then around 300 BC another people, the Zapotecs, entered
the Oaxaca Valley. They took over Monte Alban, building pyra-
mids, temples and tombs of their own. Like the Maya, the
Zapotecs had a written language, though all that remains of this
isa few inseriptions that will probably never be deciphered. Just
as at Teotihuacan, the site was carefully abandoned by the
Zapotecs, who buried their femples and pyramics. However, the
sitewas later used by their rivalsin the valley, the more militaristic
Mixtecs. They emptied the Zapotec tombs and re-used them for
their own dead. By the fime the Aztecs arrived, Monte Alban was
just a hilliop, its scerets preserved until Botres brought in the
spades

‘Years of work on the site have brought dividends. An intact
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similarly nine codes appear along each side of the Lid of Palenque. But
why was the period of 260 days never shown on the inscriptions? IL is
quite clear that the table above must contain 260 days in order o make
sense of the Maya cycles. What we leam from the Lid of Palenque i this:

The

st importan thing on the fd s the missing comers (see Appendix 8)
hout first “finding’ the missing corners the Lid cannot be decoded.

The most important wanber i e Maya cycle susten:
dated momements (and the Calendar Round notation expressed hercin,
Figure A57). We note, moreover, that without the 260 dag period pres
ence the counting system makes no sense.

By not realizing this, those who translated the Maya cyclos at face
valie, as shown on pp 281 2, misunderstood the Maya intellect Such 2
misunderstanding implics that the Maya were Less intellectually devel-
oped than ourselves. Only when we become as intellectually developed
as the Maya, therefore, can we ever begin to understand just how
advanced they were.

‘The Long Count
A Long Count extending to 136,656,000 (over 374,000) years has been
deciphered and we need 1o ask huss the Maya could distinguish any
particular date in this perioc.

S far haven't mentioned hat the Maya used even longer cycles than
the Baktunand Katun: forexample, they used the Calabtanaf 57,600,000
days and the Kinchilitun of 1,152,000L000. This raiscs the interesting
question: Why did the Maya wish to refer o periods of time greater than
the day of destruction? How could it be important, i the World hac.
ended?

“This s another fineillustration of the Mayan ntelligence and humour,
and leads to another inellectual enigma: what we find is that the
mechanics of our 360-base counting system does notaccommodate cycle
durations longer than 144000 days, and yet the Calabtun anct
Kinchilitun have been noted

We would expect these to it like this

Kinchilitun ~ Calabtun Picwn  Baktun Katun Tun Ton. Ui
LIS2000000 57,600,000 2580000 111000 7200 360 260 20

But here our numberiny sy stem appears Lo grind toa halt. It appears o
fail tilerate afler 1,366,560 has been reached. Before we proceed wenecd
tolook a lttle closer at the qualities of the number 9

!
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LU ase 10/ L
2/9= 22020000 9-22:

3/9= 23300 379 3 ST
4/9= MtaR 3079~ $1stL
505 53 50795 3585

079 = etsosonthose 0179 G toeosnoies
R 70197 77T
579~ BRSNS 170 8 SSEASSSRS

o

09096959990 50799 59999999955

Figuee At
Note that the number 9,999999999999 ses only oz digit, naimely 9

Note that the number 10 uses fixa digits, namely 1 and 0, twice a= many
digits as the ®.

Could the Maya have actually been using a -based decimal sysierm that

was iolfas complex as today’s 10-based decimal system? We will cxam-

ine this question, but first lets see what happens when we pursue the.

Maya cycle numbering system beyond 1,366,560, If we increase ourcycle
¢ of 144,000 by 20 our counting system breaks down, for example:

28000 W0 7200 30 260 20
! 1 T T -

9 E R R )

Sigue s

In no way can this lead to the Long Count of 100 periods of destruction,
136,656,000 days. S0 what must we do to abtain the Long Count using
onlycycles smaller than 134,000 o progress the count? (Cycles of longer
duration may be used to denote a particular Dunch of days but nof to
progress time periods.)
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language, and to have lived in geeat peace, biack miew and white s
fogetler. Tlere they awaited the sising of the sun, and prayed to the
Heartof Heaven "

Donnelly was convinced that Atlantis had been inhabited by
both white and black races, and that it was from here, to the east
ortowards the paint of the rising sun as looked et from the North
American conlinent, that civilization had been orought to
Mayaland. There was still, however, a big problem with this
theory: if Atlantis really had been a large continent situated in the
Mid-Atlantic, how is it taat today we find no trace of it on the
sea-floor? In fact thereis quite theapposite. Any searcher scouring
the depths of the North Atlancic finds not a continental shelf but
some very deep waler. True, in the region of the Azores there is
the long finger of the North Atlantic Ridge, which in places s only
some 200 metres benath the surface of the ocean. AU first sight
this s not very kopeful for finding  submerged Aflantis becatse
it marks the sitc at which two tectonic plates are pulling apart
Closer analys:s, however,reveals something marc promising.

Inhis book The Secret of Atlantis ™ a German author, Otto Muck,
took up the challenge af finding the lost continent. Unwilling to
accept that the theory of continental drift, in its simple form,
destroyedt all posibility of there ever having been an Atlantis, he
looked again at the evidence. He was struck by the fact that
whereas the oullines of the continents of Sauth America and
Africa filled together almost perfectly, those that fringed the
North Atlantic clearly did not. Not only that, but palacantological
evidence from Lurope indicated that the reason that during the
last Ice Age an ice-sheet was able to advance as far south as the
ind parallel to the outskirts of present-day London, in fact) was
that there was no Gulf Stream 1o oppose it. Had the Gulf Stream
brought warm water to the coasts of northern Furope, as it does
today, then the ice could not have advanced so far south. He
proposed that the reason there had been no Culf Stream was that
until around 10,000 BC it had been blocked by a lancimass in the
Mid-Atlantic. ltwes only swhen this sank (the Atlantis catastrophe)
that the Gulf Stream was able to reach thelands flanking the North:
Atlantic. He avercame the inevitable eriticism of his theory—that
i this had indeed been the case, where were the remains of the
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submerged continent?—by going back (o basic geological theory
Heasserted that whereas continental drift alone could account for
the shapes and positioning of the souther continents of Africa
and South America, there wasa“hole’in the North Atiantic. ltwas
not possible to make the continents fringing the North Atlantic fit
unless an extra ‘picce’ were added to the jigsaw puzzle. This he
believes was Atlantis, the lost continent. As to the reasons for the
sudden destruction and submergence of Atlantis, he turned to the
heavens. He asserted thatithad been brought about by the sudden
impact of an asteroid’s hitting the Eacth in the region of the
Atlantic. This catastrophic event, which he believed marked the
end of the Quaternary epoch, left behind Lwo large holes in the
ocean floor, and brought about the destruction of the lost
continent

Otto Muck’s theories, which are not entirely new of course,
brought a fresh impetus o Allantean research in the 1950s. Yot
there had for some decades already been another line of rescarch
pursued, based on entirely different premises—reincarnation. I:
‘was centred on the work of a most unusual man, a Southern State
preacher trom Hopkinsville, Kentucky.

The sleeping prophet

Born in March 1877 in humble surroundings, Gdgar Cayce be-
came, by accident, the most famous clairvoyant of the 20th cen-
tury. The stary goes thet at the age of 23 he developed a hoarseness
10 his voice. None of the physicians his family consulted was of
any help, and as the weeks tuned infomonths, he was diagnosed
as incurable. It scemed he would never again be able to speak
abovea whisper. Finally, in desperation he was driven to take up
the suggestion of some family friends that he try auto-hyprotism
It was discovered, 1o the amazement of all present, that while he
was soundly asleep, he was able 10 converse ir. his normal voice.
Tn this manner he informed them of the causes of his condition
andjustwhat was needed o effect a cure. Almostimmediately his
vaice got better and he was able to get on with a normal fife. More
importantly, he had discovered a technique far tapping into the
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* Feng-shui, Werally “Wind and water', is the Chinese
geomancy that determmines where and how 10 sie buildings. In the
Far East, practfioners of this art are called in as consultants by
architects exd other clients 1o give advice concerning decor and even
the positioning of furniture. At its rool is the underlying Taoist
philsophy of yin and yn

See Lvan Hadingham, £2
discussion nn this point
The frescoes in the Cross Group Temples scom to be mainly
concerned with Chan Bahlum’s rights of succession as the son of
Pacal.

Waldock spent over a year at Palengue, partof it living ina hut with
2 meslizo mislress. During this fime he made a number of drawings
which he eventually published in London along with an
accompanying text.

John L Stephens, Incidents of 1ravel 1 Yugatan, Dover Publications,
1963, p.07.

Mt and the Casnaes, pp214 15 for &

" According b Michael D Cue this pesiod runs from AD 3000925, Tie
Mawe,ps

" The lizas were another race who invaded the Yucatan, and are be-
Heved to have been Moxieanized Maya from the Tabasco cegion. They
artivedinthe contemporarily dilspidaled city of Chichen around A\
1224, Because they swere also led by & leader called Kukulcan
(Quetzalicoatl, here is some confusicn between their influerce and
that of the Taltecs

¥ Friar Diego Lands, Yucatan Before and Afrr the Congas, translated by
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Chapter 6

In fact he was wong on this score. As everywhere else it is invisible
for some 70 days every year owing lo the proinity of the sun, What
ne should have ssid s Lal in equatorial regions Orion passes almost
directly overhead
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¥ The Pleiades, or Seven Sisters, are partof the Taurus constellation and
precede Orion intheir rising. A telescope reveals that there are many
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I takes 187 years from when these v micracyeles first ‘touch’ for
fhem to completely rest on top of each ather. 1t will then take a further
167 years aftor this time for them to completely clear each other. The
transitional flip-Lime nst thercfore be 2 x 187 years = 374 years. Any
feld roversal therefore buttums out after 17 years from the siart of ield

i 424

Appendix 5: The Decline of the
Maya

Both the sun's magnetic field end the magnetic ficld from the sunspots
ceversed at around the fime that the Maga disappeaced. Ihe combined
magnetic disturbance led to infertlity and genwtic musation on Earth,
the efects of which were most scvere in cqualorial regions. Sunspot
activify enused a mini-lee-Age, in which the ensuing reduction in the
watsz that evaporated from the oceans led direelly o a drought in the
Maga homelands (see Chapter Nine, pp. 186-7). This was the it cause
of the decline o the Maya.

The Effect of the Mini-lce-Age on the Maya
Braoks cites the decline of the Viaya as an example of evidence for wide
variation in the overall moisture of climates prevailing in tropical lati
tudes betwveen AT 609 and 1100 (Climate, Past, Present o Future, H H
Lamb), Certainly it was demonstrated during the 19705 that the zone of
e northem latioudes betweon 10 and 20 degrees s particularly
susceptivle o sherp lucluations in climalic muisture.

Otter authors have similarly suspected that the Mayan civilization
s subjected o crought between AD 790 and 810, notably Dr Shesel
§ Chasc ofthe Botanical Museum, Harvard University. He discemed o
Mayan preoccupation with rainfall i the form of the sorship o the ran
50 Chaac). It has ben suggestes that he ack.of rainfal in #is region,
i especially ey periods, results ether from  failure o the equatorial
fain systean (the inter-trapical convergence zone) o reach he area i the
course of ts normal scasnnal migeation nortand south (ie & monsoun
failurc), o from s making only 2 curtailec sujom s far north of the
equator.

Ihe Effects of Increased Cosmic Ray Bombardment
Implicit in the statistics presented in Appendix 4 was the fact that the
sun's magnetic ield reversed (in relation to tsdicetion far the previous
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Figure 55 Higih sunspot actiity reduces cosmic radiation iting the Ear!

activity seemed to be linked with periodic ‘Dark Ages', which are
marked by a general decline in the level of cultural achievement
that has coincided with tac fall of important civilizations. Because
one of these low periods was experienced between about AD 440
and 814, Catterell wondered whether this could have had any-
thingtodowith thedisappearance of the Maya ataround the same

Figure 56 Lo sunspot activity increases cosmic radiation hitting the Earth

The Sun, its Energy and Influences 153
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Figure 57 Cioilizations and solar actvity

time? Clearly the picture was going to be more complicated than
this simple correlation implicd, but he now felthe was getting near
1o finding the explanation for the sudden disappearance of not
solely the Maya but other peoples of Central America. Elated by
this discovery, he turned with fresh resolve back to calendrics and.
the amazing Maya ©ong Count
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tobeacoincidence. Whatis more, his division of the greater period
of reversals of the sun'’s polarity seemed to mirror the Mayan
conception of carlicr ages. They, fike his data, indicated that there
had been four carlicr ages before our own. It seemed that what
they were indeed talking about was the shifting or reversal of the
sun’s magretic field. Could this be the mechanism behind the
collapse of one age and the start of another?

Reading further in a book called Early Man and the Cosios," he
came across a curious reference to another Mayan number,
1,359,540, This “lucky number’, which is rather similar to that
contained in the Dresden, refers to the fnauguration date of the
Temple of the Cross at Palenque.” Like the Dresden ‘super-
number it can be divided by no fewer than seven calendrical or
planctary cycles, indicating that it had more of a ritual than
calendrical significance. Realizing that this could be an important
clue to the connection between his own sunspot numbers and the
Mayar: calendar, e decided that he would goand investigate the
matter for himself Now in 20 doubt that he was on to something,
e made the necessary arrangements and booked a trip to Mexico.
Itwas to be a journey that would change his life.

MAURICE COTTERELL I
MEXICO

A Mexican adventure

Mexico City today is a thriving, bustling metropolis with 2 popu-
lation that according t0 some estimates exceeds 25 million. This
makesit the largest city in the world, more than double the size of
London or New York, yet with a fraction of their infrastructure. It
is still a city of contrasts, for though its centre is rapidly being
transformed with shiny new skyscrapers, it is ringed round with
squatter camps. To cope with the never-ending flood of poverty-
stricken immigrants is impossible, even with the best wil in the
warld. No sooner are amenities such as running water and elec-
tricity brought to ore mushrooming shanty town than another
appears on scrubland near by. As a result the city sprawls in all
directions, as far as the eye can sce. Arriving on a ritish Airways
jet, Cotterell now found himsclf in the middle of all this hubbub,
gasping for breath in the thin fume-laden air.

Anxious to see as much as he could in the short time available,
he made his way to the old quarter, which is built on the original
island of the Aztecs. Here, surrounding the main squarcor zocalo',
‘are many Spanish buildings, including the presidential palace and
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Scorpio). This very bright star lies on the southern junction of the
ecliptic and the Milky Way, and marks the southern gate. They
point out that the Maya also had an old scorpion goddess, as of
course did the Egyptians and Babylonians."”

All of these connections and parallels between Old and New
World cosmologies may, of course, be purely coincidental, but it
does seem more likely that the two traditions have a common
arigin. The Maya conceived of the Milky Way in twa fashions,
probably derived from different traditions. On the one hand they
saw it as a crocodile, ts head at the botiom and body stretching
into the sky; and on the other it was a gigantic Ceiba tree whic
supported the sky like a tent-pole. Tt would also seem that the
Maya, in common with the ancient Egyptians, belicved that at
least one of their afterlife kingdoms or heavens was near to the
Milky Way. Their interest in the risiogs of the Pleiaces star-group,
which they associated with their solar ratlesnake cult, indicates
that the gate to heaven was believed to be somewhere in the same
region of the sky as Taurus and Orian. Could it be thal they had,
directly or indirectly, leamt about this from the Egyplians? Alter-
ratively, did both civilizations, r opposite sides of the Atlantic,
havea common origin? In short, was Brasseur de Bourbourg right
when he suggested that the story of Atlantis (thought by many to
have given both Egypt and Central America their civilizations)
was 10 myth but the truth? This was a subject that [ now wanted
toinvestigate.

THE OLMECS AND ATLANTIS

Of basalt heads and bearded men

On our way from Palenque to Merida, my wife Dec and 1 had
made a detour to visit Villahermosa, the capital of Tabasco. This
bustling modern city, because of its oil industry, was far more
Americanized than any we had 5o far scen. Today it is very
prosperaus, but before the discovery of black gold', it must have
beenadesperately hard place to makealiving, The area surround-
ing the city is a flat, boggy swamp into which everything seems
eventually to sink, not best suited to farming, Previously, on our
way out of the eily to Palenque, our coach had been held up for
several hours as a bridge was jacked back up to road level, This
was apparcntly a common occurrence, though that knowledge
didn't lessen our anxiety as in darkness we gingerly made our
crossing over the sleek, dark river some 50 feet below. On this
occasion we had no problems, however, and aiter an uneventful
if rather hot journey we arrived in the city in brilliant sunshine,
Ourgoal wasnot thecity itself—which for the approaching Christ-
‘mas had large Nativity sets on nearly every corner and Christmas
trees from Canada filling the sweltering markets—but rather the
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tablet: it was alive, and now he had to probe its secrets, almost
ifit was a matter of destiny. Blinking s he returned into the light,
he made his way carefully back down the outside of the pyramid.
Around him were scattered the remains of other once noble
buildings, while the sun above still blazed down, almost meltirg
the very fibres of his swezt-sodden shirt. None of this seemed o
‘matter any more; he could no longer worry about such things. In
his core he had changed: a door had opened, ane that beckoned
him onwards to find out more concerning Pacal and his
mysterious land of calendars.

‘Away from the monuments, in the village of Palenque, were the
usual tourist stalls selling everything from leather goods to exact
sealed-down replicas of the Lid. He bought one of these and then,
‘hungrily searching for anything that might give him more infor-
mation, he purchased every book that they had on the subject of
the Maya. Laden down with all these trophics he made his way
back to Ingland via the post-Classic Mayan cities of Uxmal and
Chichen Ttza in the northern Yucatan. e was ot to know it then
but he was about to make an extraordinary discovery: Lord Pacal
and his people were in possession of knowledge which we are
anly now just beginning to rediscover.

‘The Breaking of the Code

Backin England, Cotterell got down to the business of unravelling
the mystery of the Maya. Closeting himself away, he immersed
imsel? in the books he had brought back from Mexico, allthe time
Tooking for clues to the central enigmas of the Lid and the Mayan
sacred number 1,366,560. Before he could goany further with this
research, he had to get to grips with the Mayan calendar—or
rather calendars, for they had more than one. As we have scen, the
simplest of these was also used by the Aztecs, Zapotecs, Toltecs
and others. It was based on the interaction of two cycles: a ‘'vague
year af 365 days and a ‘sacred year’ of 260 days. The use of the
260-day tzolkin s of very great antiquity. It seems to o back to at
least the time of the Olmees and is sill used for magical purposes
by some of the more remote Maya tribes right up to the present

Maurice Cotterell in Mexico 69

day. Although s origins are obscure, it was clear to Cotterell that
itwas highly significant over and above any magical connotations
that individual day names might carry, for the number 260 di-
vided exactly into both his own number of 1,366,040 and the
Mayan super-number of 1,366,560 days, the first 525¢ times and
thesecond 5256, This scemed significant. More importantly, while
working at Cranficld Cotterell had made a vital discovery. In
analysing the way that the sun's polar and equatarial magnetic
fields interacted, he discovered that they came close together
every 260 days. This seemed to bear out his suspicion that the
Mayan numbering system was connected with solar magretic
eycles

Catterell was especially intrigued to leam how the Maya and
others wove together their two cycles to the extent that each day
was given two rames, one based on its pasition in the izolkin and
the other stemming from the 365-day vague year, the combination
relating to the Aztec Century: a period of either 52 vague years or
73 260-day counts, as appropriate.

For Cotterell this figure of 260 was later to become the vital key
in breaking the code of the Mayan numbering system. Whereas
other scholars had made the breakthrough that enabled the dates
in Mayan inscriptions to be trarslated into dates in our own
calendar, he felt there was still no satisfactory explanation wohy the
Maya used cycles of 144,000, 7,200, 360 and 20 days duration
Furthermore, he reasoned, why would the Maya omit the impart-
ant time period of 260 days from their inscriptions? And why did
they, as he had discovered, attach such importance (o the number
97 Cotterellnow decided to insert the ‘missing’ 2 figureinto
the cycle sequence. He then multiplied each cycle by 9, added the
totals together, and arrived at a remarkable result—the Mayan
‘magic number, which was virtually identical to his own sunspot
figure of 1,366,040

144000 7200 360 260 20
9 9 9 Tyyiad
1,296,000 ~ GE500 + 3240 + 2340 + 180

Cotterell felt that he had hit the jackpot, for it now seemed to
him that the cycles of the Mayan numbering system were used to
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0,040

time? Or was the message ‘the next 1.3 ¢ cycle willbe followed
by a pole shitt?’, and if so, when?

Given that the accaunss of the Vatico-Latin codex and Autec Sunstone
Calendar, and others, speak of the five periods amounling o somenvhere
between 2300 and 25,000 years, could the end of the 25,627-year cyele
have actually occurred in 627 AD? IFitdic uceur in 627 AD) is the Earti's
malien core now sluivly remagnelizing to.a new neutrel sheet direction
and can we, as A consequenee, expecta pule it in the year 20127

The 1,872,000 cyel v the M v syetem:
Previously we nuted that the 1872000 cycle comprised
cycles (3 x 134000). An altemative view i5 that the 157
comprises uf 360 < 260 x 20 = L8720, and this fts in with the Maya
humbering system of eycles pres isly covered, The precession cycle
e noted, amounts to 5 of these 1873000 eycles ie 360 % 260 x 100
9,360,000 days. The 280-day figure, mulliphed by the nurber of degcees
containe in one hundred circles ot therefoee amount . valuc of
compltegrand < T2 tegrees, and of course i does.

“Atier 9,360,000 deys - 3529724729729, the polar region of the sun
‘has made 252972 revolutions and 9729729 ofa revulation, ie it ress ot
35027027007 degrecs, 972972 degrees) as predicted. By adding; 260
Gays tothis figure, e 1 resling, position advances by 5729729 degees
neaning that after 160 260 days P completes 25290 revaiitons -
actly. Similarly E makes 360,010 rexolutions exseily and W, the World
nakes 25,526.995 revolutions (25,627 revolutions exactly). This s the
closest the three vasiahics wil be, compared with the 68,302 day funda
cnental sunspot cvele period; here are 137.) sunspat cycle periods dur
ing this time. This is 10 say that P — L = W ~ Neulral shect every 25,627
yeass: the Maya grand cyele of time. Working backwards this can be
ubtained from the Maya umbering base system.

360 260 100 = 360 x 26,000 =9,360,000 {~ 2601 ~9,300.260

From abave:
P; 25298037 = 9,360,260
E 360010%26 = 9360260
W, 25,626,995 % 36525 ~ 9360260

Divide throughoutby Maga numbering system base; 161
WIRT _
e = 26,000

Appendix 7305

360,010 %26

B - 20p00
¢ BB
W e e

Tlence the Maya base number
Hence the Maya yeor number 260

Hence the Maya numbering tystern 360 x 260 x 20
Hence the Mava precession calenlation 340 260 % 20 % §

The Magia niiber 1950,540 day:
e toundation date carved into the Temple of the Cross in Palonque is
1,359,540, What does this nuaber enean?

Maya Super Number = 1,366,550
Temple of Cross Nurmber = 1358340
Difference: = 700

This number means ftle in tzelt so we need to operate upor
the Maye important numbr:

hy 260,

27 %260 (daye) = 7,020 doys

and we know trat after 260 days P = 9.729720 dlegrees.

Clianging the days ino degrecs:
27 9729 (degrens) = 2627 degrees

‘This number means litlein itself so we need o apeale on it by 260, the.
Maya imporlant aumber: changing degrees into days:

2627 % 260 = 68,302 = 1 True Sunspot Cycle

“This darifies the tact that the super rumber of 1,366,560 (Maya solar
‘magnesi collision Fgare) amounis ta 20 Maya susispol cy
days, where 68,328 i derived using Venus as a calibratur, The 1.3
figure corrects this 1o reveal the truc calculated figire of 683
andl fatter 20 of these. 1,366,040 dayz], the true solar magnetic collision.
figure,

1,359,340 2150 conveys the message change the days into degrees and
change the degeees into days’; and thus by doing ‘notbing’ (changing
fram days o drgrees and then degrees back to days—one step forward.
ane step backwards) we observe that we achieve the solufion. If we
semember, the decoding of the Lic of Palengue was made possible by
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the inner Lid. 25 composite horder cuues thus remained to be reconciled
with their corresponding innier | pictures. The search was on.

Thenext bordercole o be reconciled was thatof another pairof profile
heads facing vach othr. The instruction here being, place the aceates so
that the faces of the two main characters face each other. This done, it
becaine apparent that Thad fourd one of the missing picces Lo the puzzle.
inlevel 1.Thad found the missing partner of the firstcreative couple, who.
lived in the Paradise of Ometeotl, which Lnot been able to find during my
interpretation of the Paradises. This orieatation of the Creative Couple
amounted to three scenes in the Maya story of Creation (the equivelent
to Adam and Lve), an this story led to the discovery that the acetate.
could be moved (actioned) thus enabling moving pictures to be
penerated, in addition to the static composite picture of the Bat-God.

In addifion, 23 central compasite stories were quickly revealed, and
in tum paired and reconciled with their corresponding border code
indicators. One of the most interesting, and complex, s that of Lord Pacal
dying,

e appronching bat
A sesics of 3 scenes depicting an approaching bat had buen detected in
e inner lid whilst seazching for inner lid composice picturs. (Sre Plates,
Aband A7)

Although the scenes of the approacking bat had been recognized, an
“additional’ border code matching these scencs had not thus far been
detected, which was curitus, and raiscd the possibilly that thesescenes
may form only a part of « larger story not yel detecled. Indeed, a series
et border cudes dic remain that had nol been reconciled with inner Lid
pictures, anl these are pictured in Plate AS.

P A2

ot ot

Appendix §
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In the 28-day human menstrual cyele it takes 14 days to make an ez
available for fertilization, while during the next 14 days the eproductise
“ractis prepared for implantation and growth of the fertilized ovum. 1f
solar radiations affect the female cyclewe should beable 1o show a) some
it of correlation between hormone generalion and solar activity, and
b} thatmenstruation i disrupiod in the case of disrupted solar radiation,

Figuze 25 shws the production of FSH, LH, oeslrogen (estrogen)
and progesterane during a menstrual cycle i which fertilization does
ot aceur

Mo g
A

- cumgen | N
/

Verseesion (01

Upon first examination the levels of production of the fertility hor
moes appeat fohave llein common i relation o 4 28-day cyele. What
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“The decoding of the Mava nursbers fsee Chaptes Two) shows that fhe
planet Venus was monitored in arder to kecp track of sunspot cycles,
becnse it s ttor 2of these cycles hat the Maya expocted the reversal
umaterialize as il i

The Maya siumbes system has been investigated by many scholars fo
date and has mystified themall As we haveseen, however, thenumber-
ng system can be broken by inserton of the ‘missing’ 260-ay cycle. It
isby drawing attention to the exception (hat one 5 e o recognize the
sule. By so doing e note that 9 of eacit of the Maya excles amounts fo
e Venus, or magaetic reversal, number 1,366,560 ays. Similarly, there
are 620 inscriptions carved into the Temple of Insriptions in Palenque
{#he barial piace of Lo Pacal). How are we to interpret this? Altez all
i the msmber 260 ehich is the all smportant mumber. Morcover, hr
decoding of the Mava nambering system reveals that the Mayan

Appendix 5 271

stem—like the Baby lonian—was based upon 360 (and from this we
leam that the Maya used not only the decimal base 10 syslem but alsa
that the unit of measure for angular measurement was exactly the seine
2s0urownis loday: 360) Snif we sublract 260 from 620 what are we left
with? 620 - 260 -360; the Maya base for the numbering system. So again
il correct’the mistake (an ntentional anagzam) shuwing 620 (insteed
f 360) the Mava were indicaing that anly a perznn who wnderstands
the tmportance o 260—together with the necessary sciences of astron-
my, astrology, bisiogy and genelic engineering could decod the
message of the Maya, cncadel in their architectue, their numbeing
system and theis art

And even more mysicriously, they encaded all of the information
contained in this book into ane single picture—tne amazing Lid of
Palknque.
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Diiniken. In his book Chariots of the Gods he put forward the
hypothesis that the enigmatic figure in the centre of the lid repre-
sented a spaceman at the controls of his ship. Needless to say such
a suggestion met with derision on the part of archacologists
working in the field. Though they were able to identify the mar.
inthe tomb as a highly respected king of Palenque called Sun Lord
Pacal, who had died in AD 653 at the age of 80, there was nothing
to suggest that he or anyone else in Mexico at that time had ever
seen,stillless controlled, a space ship! Like earlier theorics linking,
the Mayans with Atlantis, ancient Egypt and the Lost Tribes of
Isracl, the god-is-a-Mayan-spaceman theorics of von Diniken
were consigned to the refuse-tip of fringe speculation. However,
unwelcome as his ideas were to mainstream academia, they were
in tune with the mood of the 19605 and his book became an
international bestseller. Like it or not, Mexican archasologists
were faced witha public that was only too willing to go along with
von Diniken’s theories, and the Lid of Palenque became a fotem
representing all that he slood for. Litle wonder then thal they
weze on their guard when Maurice Cotterell was to come forward
with another new yet controversial theory for the Lid on his visit
to Mexico in 1992

There is a great mystery surrounding the Maya and it is still
unsolved. Where did they come from? Why did they build their
‘monuments? How wasit that they suddenly disappeared, leaving
their fabulous citics (o be consumed by the jungle? These are the
pressing questions that have perplexcd generations of explorers
and visitors to Palenquc and other Mayan citics. Archacology has
given ussome of the answers, particularly in decoding the ancient
Mayan calendar, but it has so far failed to explain the real motives
of the Maya. In this itseems that the Lid is an important clue—anc.
at last it seems that we are breaking its code.

MAYAN CONCEPTS

OF TIME

Recovering the Mayan Calendar

That the wholesale destruction of ancient Mexico hs done irmep-
arable damage cannot be doubted. So many archives, monuments
and cven languages were lost during the early years of Spanish
rule that there is probably much that we will never know about
the culture of the ancient Maya. Even <o, great strides have been
taken over the last couple of centuries, and a great deal has been
recovered from the ashes of history. The exploration and record

ing, of Mayan ruins by dedicated amateurs such & Stephens,
Madsley and Chatnay was only part of it. Of equal interest and
of just as much importance has been the steady work of decipher-
‘ment of the Mayan texts by other scholars, The first, and in many
ways the most important of these was the colourful character,
Charles Eticnne irasseur de Bourbourg, Now scomed by academ-
ics as something of a crank because of his belief in the former
existence of Atlantis, he was in fact extremely clever. In his own
time he was highly thought of in the best circles of European
society, and was even employed by the French government of
Napoleon 11 to write the text ofa book on Yucatan. The engravings
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Freckles on the Sun

As the most visible and familiar of all celestial bodies, the sun is
something that weall take for granted. Yethow much do we really
know about this the pacent of our solar system, the body which
for so many previous cultures was considered to be the father of
the gods? The availability of modern telescopes and computers
means that our knowledge concerning at least the outer skin of the.
sun has increased enormously over the last few years, Yet there is
still much that we don't know and perhaps never wil. Coterell,
having identified the sun, or rather some solar cycle, as the prime
agent in determining astrological types, was now keen fo see
exactly what was responsible for the recorded effects. He had &
hunch that it could be connected with sunspots, but he needed
‘more data before he could be sure that this was so. Healso needed
toknow more about the way they affect the Earth's magnelic field.
Sunspots areareas of relative coolness on the surface of the sun:
they anly look dark because the rest of the sun'’s surface is even
hotter and brighter than they are. They werefirstidentified in 1610
by Galileo, who used one of the earliest telescopes to observe
them. He recognized that they were blemishes on the surface of
the sun itself and not merely satellites passing in front of its disc
For unlike the planets Mercury and Venus, which also at times
‘pass across the solar disc, they are not permanent features but are:
forever changing in both number and position on the sun's sur-
face. Some spots last for only a few hours, athers for months, but
they all eventually disappear. They also vary insize, some of them
being large enough to be seen with the naked eye.
It has long been known that sunspots are not entirely random
phenomena. In 1843 R Woolf established that there is a thythm in
the way that sunspots appear anc disappear that seems (0 follow
acycle of roughly 1.1 years. At the beginning of the cycle, spots
appear near the sun's poles. As it progresses, so they radually
‘manifest nearer and nearer the equator. Then, usually before the
cycle finally peters out, more begin appearing near the poles
However, the cycle is not perfectly regular, and the maxima or
peaks of Sunspot activity are not all of equal intensity. There are
also extreme minima such as between 1645 and 1715 when there
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were no spots at all” At those times the dazzling sun presents a
clean visage to the wider cosmos that surrounds it

Causes of sunspots

For a long time astronomers and physicists alike were at aloss to
explain sunspots. Whereas on the one hand their transient nature
gave the impression of atmospheric phenomena like tornadoes,
their periodicity suggested they were being driver. by some
deeperand unexplained mechanism nside the sun’s core. Like the
Eart1 the sun rotates on its own north-south axis. However, there
is one crucial difference between the two bodics; whereas the
Earth hes a hard, rocky crust and therefore turns like a solid ball,
the sun is composed of superheated plasma gas and does not
rofate uniformly. In fact the sun rotates more slowly at its poles
than it does at its equator, giving rise to & solar ‘day” of 37 Earth
days at the poles compared with only 26 at its equator. Also, like
the Earth and most other planets in the Scla System, the sun has
amagnetic feld. However, this s notasimple feld like the Farth's

but is more complex. There is still much that is myserious about
the sun’s magnetic field but it is cucrently thought to have two
compenents: a north-south dipole and an equitorial quadripole.

Figure 13 Solar magnetic fields
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sea tofree his peaple and reclaim his kingdor, Sword in hand, he
would end Aztec dominance and usher in a new age of peace,
prosperity and justice, As it had long ago been prophesied that
Quetzalcoat! would return in a year named 1 Reed, it was with
some trepidation thet Montezuma IT, King of the Aztecs, heard
that men with beards and white faces had arrived in his kingdom
in this very year

The Conguest of Mexico

On 4 March 1519 Heman Cortes, with 11 ships, 60 foot soldiers,
16 horses and some artiliery landed on the coast of Mexico and
immediately took possession of the town of Tabasc. Beore going
inland, he founded a new Spanish colony called Vera Cruz, pro-
moted himsclt to the rank of Captain-General and then, so that
there could be ro possibility of retreat, burnt his ships. Hungry
for gold and with new allies gathered from the native republic of
Tlaxcala, he set out for the Aztec capital of Tenochfitlan. Thus
began one of the most extraordinary adventures in the whole
Ristory of the world: for the Conquistadores were to destroy an
empire of whose might they can have hac litle inkling when they
first landed

AU fist it was believed by both the Aztecs and their native
enemies that the Spanish invader Cortes was indced the god
Quetzalcoat],” whose return from the east had long been prophe-
sied. God or net, Cortes came with a sword in his hand, and in a
campaign lasting little more than two years he completely de-
stroyed the Aztec empire. By 13 August 1521 Tenochttlan was in
his hands, Montezuma l was dead, and his successor, Cuahtemoc
the last Emperor of the Astecs, was hus hostage.” Thus it was that
one of the richest countries in the world, which had up until that
time been totally unknown to Furopeans, became a province of
Spain.

When Cortes arrived in Tenochtitlan he was both amazed and
appalled by what he saw. It was a large ard vibrant metropolis
with a culture all of its own. The city was built on the origiral
island in the middlc of the lake, and surronding it was a network
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‘While in the Mexico City Museum of Anthropology I had seer,
in the Teotihuacan Gallery, a representation of the sun as a skull
insidle a disc of rays. This skull pokes out its tongue in a gesture
that is said to be giving life, a curiously contradictory symbol.
Meditaling or: this | realized that the way the sun actually gives
life to the world is through its radiations. Moderate amounts of
radiation bring about plant growth, but too much and it kills the.
very vegetation that once fec upon it It therefore seemed to me
that the Teotihuacan skull symbolized these dual attributes of the.
suntself as bringer of both life and death; the ‘tongue’ being rays
of sunlight perhaps alsa the solar wind) directed towards the
Earth. I now wanted to sce what further connection this might
have with the concept of solar ages, so | began looking deeper into
Aztec mythology.

‘Asit turned out, 1did not have to look very far, for in the Avtec
myth associated with Teotihuacan there is an old diseased god,
Nanahuatzin, who has to die on the funeral pyre so that he can be
reborn as Toratiu, the sun god of the present age. In another
myth, this same Nanahuatzin is responsible for splitting open
rocks and bringing maize 1o the surface of the Earth 5o that it can
provide sustenance for humanity.” Taking these two myths to-
gether, I could see that Nanahuatzin must on the one hand repre-
sent the power of vegetation to bring forth sustenance, and on the
ather the dead, woody material left over at the end of the harvest.
By burning this material (especially old comn plants) energy is
fceed, which the Aziecs believed would then be recycled as sun-
light. Viewed in this way, their donfires assumed a ceremonial
impurtance, for they swere the means of returning life to the sun
and thereby ensuring future crops. This was as true for the Maya
as it was for the Aztecs, for they too associated fertility with fire.
‘They operated a slash-and-burn system of farming, knawing that
freshly cleared land was the most fertile for crops,

Returning to the crystal skull it seemed Lo me that we were
dealing with much the same symbolism of death and life, Unlike
the skull from Teotihuacan it has no tongue but it is transparent
to light. Indeed, it is this quality that must have motivated its
‘makers to carve it out of crystal. | reasoned that the crystal skull
didnotneed to havea tongue because it was the means of focusing,

The New Fire, the Chacmools, and the Skull of

om 143

the power itsclf—the light of the sun. Milchell-Hedges, who
seemed to know more about the subject than he was preparcd to
admit,*asserted that the skull was use for esoteric rituals. What-
ever these rituals may have been, it seems fair to suggest, given
what we know of Maya-Avtec symbolism, that these involved the
sun. The most obvious way of making use of the properties of a
rounded crystal is the refraction of light, which suggests that the
high priest would have held the skull in such a way that it
refracted a “tongue’ of sunlight through the open mauth. In short,
the "skull of doom’ was no such thing but an elaborate burning-
glass used in the ceremony of the New Firc.

A further article by Dr Thomas Gann in The Tiustrated London
News on 1 November 1924, just a few months after his announce.
ment concerning Lubaantun, was to lead me to further insights
concerning this ceremony. In this second piece he describes his
investigations around the Mayan city of Tulum, and then his
finding of a new sit, which he names ‘Chacmoal

“The ruined city of Chacmool i situated on a peninsula dividing the
San Espiritu from Ascension Bay. It had never before been visited by
Europeans, and the Indian who guided us to it had come across it
accidentally when in pursuit of a wounded deer. The architecture is
similar to the offer east coas: sites—stucco-covered stone buildings
standing upon stone-faced pyramids. Here, within a small insignifi-
cant temple, we discovered an image of the Chacmool,  gigantic
human figure  feet high, made of extremely hard cement, reclining
upon its back and elhaws, the heels drawn up fo the buttocks, the
forearms and hands extended along the side of the thighs, and the
head raised and turned to the right.

It was by the merest accident that we discoverad (nis statue, for
svas completely buried ir: the accumulated dirt and rubbisk: of centu
ries, through which the tops o the knees projected for a few inches.
On removing the debris from round about it, we came upon a shell
forget, two greenstone beads, an earplug, fragments of the bones of a
tapir, and a small pottery incense-burner, This was an extsemely
important discovery, because these Chacmool figures are purely of
Toltec origin, and are found at only one other Maya site-namely
Chichen [tz2, where, after its conquest by the Toltecs, their religious
and artistic influences were strongly developed. We named the city
Chacmool after is tutelary deity.
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a cave when they first arrived in their new home on the Yucatan
Feninsula

It would secm that the immigrants brought with them not only
the memory of the destrucion of Poseidia but also a great deal of
practical knowledge in astronomy, geometey, agriculture and
medicine. We can suppose thal, like St Patrick in Treland, Tltar
altempled as best he could fo impart his advanced Atlantean
knowledge lo the native proto-Mayan pupulation, and to do this
made use of alacal rattlesnake, Crotalies durissus durissus, o illus-
trate what he was saying To the muchmore backward inhabitants
of Yucatan, the Atianieans would have appeared gods, their
leader Iltar being called Zamna by them and revered as the father
of the other gods.

The next or second ‘sun’, which followed the destruction of
Atlantis and lasted for some 4000 years, wos a gulden age. Itwas,
according tothe Ly, ruled over by the god of wind, Phecati—
anaspect of Quetzalcoatl and symbolized by a Quetzal bird. This
suggestsa link between ltar-Zamna and Quetzalcoati-Kukulean
as gods of civilization. However, all good things come toan end,
and like the provious age this sun also perished. Tlow this may.
have happened is less clear, but according to Cayee the original
Yucatan city of Tllar with its temples was destroyed some time
after the original sinking of Poseidia. This could be the second
destruction referred Lo in the Leyens, for in this account it is said.
thatthis age was brought o an end by winds. Civen that the word
harricanc is derived fram the Caribbean name for the wind god, it
is clear What hurricane-force winds are what are being talked of
As weriow know Lo our cost, erratic winds as well as rising oceans
are a symptom of global warming, The implication is that at that
Lime (probably around 7000 BC) there was another, perhaps more
localized, epoch of floods and winds affecting the Yucatan. The
statement in the Leverzda account that ‘man was turned into a
monkey, inorder to cling to the trees to survive, probably reflects
aretreat for a time info the farested areas of Chiapas and Tabasco
and away from the mare exposed Yucatan Peninsula. Amongst
the dense forests of the interior, there would have been some
shelter at least from the ferocious wind

The third age of Leyquiyahuillo that followed this destruction

The Adantean Cataclysm 1%

isalso something ofa mystery. It seems lo have lasted from around
7000 BC to. 3100 BC, and ta have preceded that which gave birth
ta the carly Mayan civilization, The third-age people, coming out
Irorm the prolection of the forest, survived the second destruction
and set about rebuilding their shattered world. According to
archacologists, crops were first cultivated in the Teohuacan Valley
near Oaxaca around 7000 BC, which swould fi in with the im-
peratives of this age. Bocause This was before the introduction of
corn (maizc), the account in the Leyend that at that time people
ate something called (zinconcac (similar 10 almond paste) rather
than the wild fruits of the previous sge scems ko fit. The city of
Lubaantun was also il during this age and, according toCayee,
it was consiructed with help from other immigrants from Peru.
As unorthodox as this idea at first appears, it would af least
explain why Lubaantun is unlike any of the later Mayan cities of
the region, and also why its walls were built using large un-
‘martared blocks of stone—a huilding technique typical of Pern

The third age is said to have been ruled over by the god of fire,
and thismay be the explanation for the presence of the crystal skull
amongst the ruins of Lubaantun. Aswe have seen earlier, the most
likely use for the skull was to act as o highly sophisticated
burning glass; it was, in all probability, looked upon as a magical
agent of the sun god himself. The ability of the skull to start fires
would have seemed truly awesome to peaple nat instructed in the
physics af light

The later fire ceremonies of the Aztecs and Maya were linked.
with ideas of regeneration, for the nature of fire is such that it
returns arganic matter 1o its primal clements, relcasing heat and
light in the process, The ancient Mesoamericans clearly looked
wpon fire in a different way from the way we do, tegarding it as
the means for regenerating the sun. Hence af the end of a lime
period, whether 1 year, 52 years or a baktun uf 141,000 days, they
felt it was necessary o have a cremony, to burn up the old an
make way for the new. In this way, they folt, they were feeding
the sun by releasing the life-giving heat trapped in dead matter
Ttscems likely that this idea originated in the third age of fire.

With the coming of the fourth age, ¢. 3100 BC., we are on more.
recognizable ground. According Lo the archacological record, it
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Three signs share the solar emission code 234 (Fire). Threesigasshare
the solar emission code 131 (Eareh). Three signs share the solar emission
code 124 (Air), Three signs share the solar emission code 123 (Water),

Tire and Air are both pusitive and harmonise together. Lerth and
Waer areboth negative and harmamise together. Posifves and negatives
are subject to upposite polarity zolar radiations and hence have an
opposite effect,

The dispersion of signs on a month-by-munth basis accosds (0 the
Mayo-Fiysenck astro-pecsonality stucy (see Chapter Three, pp. 41-3)

Let us now analyse P (the position of the su's magaetic pole), E (the
pooition of the sun's equator), and W (the positian of the Farth) over a
12-month perind of time, from the puint uf view of huma procreation.
Viestimagine that a sperm enters an ovar on day 1, s shown:

[ro— pe et S ot

For thece months the tetus will leel comfortable within the womis
(because it will be under the influgnce of 4 positive emssion xquenc:
having been conceived during @ positive emison sequencel. For
manths 4,5 an 6 the fetus will be bombarded by negalive solar radia
o, ohich givesise o fotal anxity, stress and discomfort. But the fetus
s still n the carly stages of it development. Its glandular system and.
brain {the hypotiialamus region) are not yet able o fun tiun as systems.

Appendix 2b 241

During morihs 7,8 3nd 9 the fetus is comforted by pesitive radiation
Onthe 275th day—calculated from fhe U of elease of the ovum fram
theovary, and including the sevearay perind before the ovum attaches,
10 (he uterine vall —the bombardment o solar radiation again switches
0 3 megative soqueace. The child again fecls discomfort, amxicty and
sttess. This time the ferus reacts by producing hormones whick: are
carried through the Bloodsteeam causing the onset of labour to com-
mence in the mother. Shory afte, the mother gives birth o ‘posiive
altspring
I offect the fetus chooses s own moment of birth. This i ideally
when the radisfio patiern fhat vas inslruniental fn it ereation at fre
time of conceplion (and which s repeated during rronths  fo ) cesses
The moment of birth is taus related Lo the moment of conception. And
inthis way personality trasts osteasibly dotormined, say astrologers, by
events a the moment o b can b seen 10 corrlaie with events at i
ancepiion.and tohavearisen due porty orwholly to genetic
mutations atendantat that .

Do the planets influence the futus in any way at birth?
We have seen how the fetus “slects’ it own moment of birth. That
moment coincides with (he fest onalaught of ‘alien’ pastclos once the
fetus s reacited matarity. The child actally readhes maturicy 266 davs
after b implantation,ia 366 +7 = 273 day Birth Fherefore comncidcs
towithin seven days of this fime, dependant an solar esnissions. How-
ever. if 2 substantial solar Nare or '
surtace, a shortbusstof alien adiatom may couse promae or delagund
tiggering of birth, Consider Figure ALS, and nole the magnetic storn
thatbeginson 2 December at 2117 hours and lasts until 4 Decensber 2110
hours This i the type of storm that could cause premature or delaed
iggering of lsbour cue lo the release of 4 radiation burst of
“imappropriale’polarity

Such bursts are associotd with solar fares and prominences. The
question then arises can the gravilational pull of the plancts cuse
disturbanees in solar activily 5o s b caue S craption of solor Fares
and/or the occurzence of prominence

Contemporary science provides o ansvwer 1 this questian. Futher-
e, 3 correation can be found between planetaey apecs and sulex
disturbances, it ought aso (0 be possble to precict 3 storm sequence,
andhence,a disruptive burst af radliation thatis likely to advorsely afect
a particular offapring.

T is ot totally outside (he bounds of confecture that, if 3 more

minerce’ accurs on the wm's
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with spiritual ‘eagle’ forces in the head. T do this requires an act
of supreme selfsacrifice as the will of the individual—the
sexpent—is brought into line with the greater Will of God made
manifest by the eagle. The individual has quite literally to “dic’ to
himsclf or herself in order to be ‘reborn’ and be linked to the
greater cosmic consciousness. This is noteasy, as anyone who has
been involved in spiritual work will know. For standing between
the would-he inifiale and greater destiny is the personal ego, and
this s mortally afraic of giving up its il lusory identity. It can take
years of preparation before an individual s ready to face this
Supreme text and then, utterly alone, he or she: must meet God. It
successtul in the endeavaur, he or she experience an apening of
theheartwith the result that the pure energy of unconditional love

able o pour in. This nol anly fills the individual concerned but
flows out to the world swhich is thereby able to partake of this
living sacrifice. The man or woman thus initiated becomes a
“Quetzalcoatl'in the parlanceof ancient Mexico, snd receives what
we who follow the Christian tradition would call the ‘gifts of the

Holy Spirit’. A tongue of fire has descended, burning away the
dross of ordinary Tife and, like the stars, he orshe is resurrected Lo
eternity

By all accounts Tenoch, who firstled the Aztees to the Valley of
Mexico, wes what in Native American terms would be called a
‘medicine man. Certainly he made use of dreams for prognostica-
lionand heseems to have had at least aninkling of thesignificance
of the eagleserpent duality. We can imagine that Tenoch himselt
Knew that the mystical marriage of eagle and serpent was the
mystic symbol of Quetzalcoatl even if he himself did not achicve:
such a union. The incorporation of the story of the cagle and
serpentin the myth of the founding of Tenoc htitlan was probably
dione deliberately sa that this lofty ideal would not be forgotlen.
Today this supteme symbol of haman transtormation is wed as
the emblen of he modern stale of Mexico, and is ta be found on
government buildings, churches, museums and even aircraft.
But lang hefore the coming of Tenoch (o the Valley of Mexico,
“Quetzalccati’ had founded Tula. He was also worshipped at
Teotihuacan before that cily was put to the flames and a5
Kukulean inspired the Maya. Whether the last Quetzalcuatl really

The Atlantean Cataclysm 207

wasatall, bearded, white man we will never know. What matters,
though, is not the individual but the religious ideas that he repre-
sents. This had nothing to do with the superstitious practice of
tearing out the living hearts of sacrificial victims. This barbarism
was a complete misunderstanding of the true Quetzalcoat! reli-
gioustradition whichinvolved sacrifice of the will notthe body
still less the budies of ofhers; for it is the living heart of a saintly
‘man, one raised from the dead” of earthly life and united with the
cosmic Will of God, that is the real food of the universe. .,

‘The Mayans of Palenque seem to have undesstood this better
than the Toltecs and Aztecs, who mistakenly assumed that sacri-
ficing hostages was a substitute for personal transformation
Though the Mayans were not without their faulis and by our
standards their society was appressively rigid, they did at least
keep alive the idea of personal sacrifice in the sufferings they
inflicted on themselves in the name of religion. Perhaps Pacal
himself succeeded in making the great leap of transformation and
uniting his serpent-self with the eagle or quetzal bird to become
Quetzalcoatl, the highest of gads. The story of this remarkable
framsformation is depicted in one of Cotterell’s decoded images
from the Lid of Palenque, entitied “Lord Pacal Dying’.

Recent excavalions at Palenque have uncarthed a number of
extremely lfelike figurines of people, some of swhich resemble
Tacal. Among these is one of  man with an cagle head (s Plate
35), which was possibly sculpted in deference to Pacal’s becoming
a transformed human being and attzining the satus of
Quetzalcoatl (Kukulcan). his then could have been the source of
the extraordinary knowledge of the Maya. As a transformed man
Tacal would have been gifted with second sight and thereby able
10 make prognosticalions for the future. He, or others like him,
‘mayeven haveanticipated therisingof Atlantis s theculminating
event of our current age.

The Resurrection of Atlantis

The whole question of Atlantis has heen a vexed one for archae-
alogists and explorers alike. As we have seen, the location of the
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about the molten inmer core of the planet. As a consequence of the
vast time-scales involved it has become necessary to subdivide
prehistory into periods representing different geological epochs
(s Figure 58),

While cataloguing the chronological time-scales through the
measurement of magnetism in rocks, scientists noticed several
anomalics. For example, it was discovered that the Earth’s mag-
netic field, which is generally of a bar magnet orientation around
the poles, had repeatedly reversed during the history of the planct.
Itis now generally accepted that the Farth’s magnetic field has
reversed on many occasions wilhout any obvious reasonor expla-
nation, although theoretical models suggest that a combination of
factors representing a worst-case scenario are responsible for

s

Figure 59 Magnetic plor wendering

magnelic inversions or ‘flips’.

In addition, the magretic polar caps ave known to have
wandered periodically, and in doing so to have changed their
‘geostationary positions. Such events are known as magnetic ex-
cursions or apparent polar wander, the cause of which—like the
reversals—remains undetermined (see Tigure 59)

In order to understand these variations and their implications
forus, weneed first totakea closer look at the Earth's geomagnetic
field.Itis widely believed that the Earth's magnetic field resermbles
that of a bar magnet aligned between the two poles. Following a
principle similar to that of the dynamo, such a field is thought to
begenerated withinthe Farth'score, resulting from the differentia
rotation of the molten mantle and of the outer crust (se» Figure 60).

11958 Charles Hapgood, an American historian, suggested in
his book The Earth's Shifting Crust that the Farth's crust had
undergone repeated displacements and that the geological con.
cepts of continental drift and sea-floor spreading owed their
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make perfect that which is imperfect’, The corners of the Lid of Pale-
nque. for example, wereimperfect see Appendix ). he inferred instru
tion i thercfore ‘make perfeet that which is imperfect’ or ‘find the
‘missing comers'. By looking for the corners we are able to decode the
Lid of Palenque. Similatly the period of 260 days was ‘missing’ from
dates inscribed on monuments. Agein we need {0 ‘make perfect that
which s imperfect’, and by inserting the missing 26(-ay cycle into the

unting system, we are able t rationalize the meaning of why the Mava
chose o use the cycles that they did

Once agein we are handed perplexing information, this ime i the
acchitecture of the Nunnery at Umal, As Horst Hartung noted, ... lines
conzedting ertein doorways forma double setof axes thatcrossa
perfctright angles

Tirstly, (see Ligure AG7) we need lo inferpret” the degrees and minute
measuirements as decimal measurements, then we can sublract the 192,45
degree measurement from the 198,29 dogree measurement ta arcive ot
584 degroes (perfoct agreement with the 384 crosses on the wall (Fi
A68), thal relate Lo he important Venus interval —displaced by two
decimal places). But the axes of the rosses do aot cross at ‘perfect ight
aungles. Making perfect thatwhich s imperfect sve must siving the 283,02
degree measurement down by (.17 degrces. This then forms a ‘pertect
sight angle, (X), 0 1S neighbour, (e Figure A6S).

et e have to swing the 289 05 degroe measurement upwards by
03 degrees so that this line now forms a right angle with (Y). its
neighbour. The resulling difference now between e 85,60
(285,05 + 0.64) and 2K2¥3 (24302~ 0.17) = 554, This makes pefect the
wo sight angles that separate the axes between the buikdings and lells
s that i) the number 51 is important, i) fhe Maya uscd the decimal
systean and i} the Maya used a 360 desgree systerm for the measuzement
of angles.

S0 we sce thal the architecture, a well as the numbering
intervals of Vems 564 = 68,326 = | \m\sp'vlrnh'ymdd\em\dp.)m(lhe
Lid of Palenque) of the Maya all provice the same message and eacht
supports the other, providing unequivocal support 1o the decedid
interpretations of each

‘The 1,572,000 Cycle
The Bakiun cycle Lasts or 1441000 days, Thisteen of fhese cyeles amount
t0 1,872,000 days, atter which, i the prophecies ol the Maga priests are
correet the cycle willend as eataclysmic destruction frequens the Farth.
Soweneed to askjust how such 3 catastroph may cume about, and what

, Appendix 7 27

i 3o i a2 053 ot ne oo e
e i T

RS2y 1 ems s b oange s o oo ey el
st S5 Lo

e significance of (e 1,872,000 period i, in ferms of sunspot cycles and
concomitant magneti solar, Eath activity. The section on cataviroph-
s versus uniformitarisnism (Appendix ) juxaposes prexious
eatastrophist theory with that of my thological belief of the Maya and.
other ivilizations. 1 lere,then, wo are concerned wi. whether ar ot
Ghange in the sun's magnetic field Grection affects in any way the
direction or in‘ensity of he liartn's geomames fieid. 111t does, is the
172000 period of any calaclysmic significance?

Cur sumspot cyele activity mudel in Appendix 4 suggested that after
1,366,040 day the sun's magnetic feld shifis, s agairst the orcntation.
1,366,040 days earlicr, We aoted that the shif represents 20 shift cycli
o the 6,302 sunspot period.

T Magn Niambers, we noted that the Maya actually used cyeles of
68,328 days, finsicad af 68.302) which could consenienly be morutored
by 117 revolutions of the planet Vs (117 x 55 = 6:325) and that 20
of these cycles amounted 1o the Maya super number of 1,360 (15
againit 1365,010) Farther,we note 120t the Maya calendiar Comnaaced
in 3113 BC und that the shit occurred around 627 AL —/~ 167 years fsr
Appendis 1]
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disappeared. He wrote that at the end of cach 52-year period the
Indizns were mortally afraid. On the last night of the old cycle,
terrified that the world wasabout toend and the sun ot rise again,
they took to the hills. There they studied the sky, waiting for the
Pleiades star-cluster to reach the southern meridian.” When it
carried on moving (as of course it always did), there was great
rejoicing, for then they knew the world wasn't going to end after
all. A new fire was lit, Tike an Olympic torch, and brands sent all
aver the kingdom in celebration of the new cycle that had been
granicd by the sun god Tonatiuh. Meanwhilé old crockery was
smashed and the Templo Mayar was refurbished witha new/ skin.
It seems that the Aztecs were keen on making fresh starts, even
though it must have cost them much in terms of time and material
possessions

Looking at the ruins of the Templo Mayor | couldn't help but
notice the many serpents’ heads protruding from the base like so
many gargoyles. | hadn't expecied this, thinking that Mexican
pyramids, thoughstepped. sere smooth-sided. In fact as Iwas to
discover the next day, there was a precedent for this at the early
site of Teotihuacan. In the Mexican Museurn of Anthropology
there was a large number of Aztec sculptures many of which
depicted serpents. Someaf these were so ifelike in their execution
that it seemed they might almost slither away. The connection
between the Aztecs and Teotihuacan became apparent when [
went into the room where a few years before Maurice had
examined the replica of the Quetzalcoatl Pyramid. Hanging on
wall was a representation of the sun god as executed by the
Teotihuacanos. Like the later representation of Toratiuh on the
Astec Calendar stone it had its fongue poking out. But this god
did not have the round, fleshy face of Tanaliuh: it was shown as
askull. Clearly the Teotihuacanos were also concerned about the
connection between the sun and death.

‘The next day we visited Teotihuacan itself and climbed to the
top of the Sun Pyramid. It offered a marvellous panorama over
the surrounding area and I could well understand the awe with
which the Aztecs regarded this ancient site. T could also imagine
what it must have been like when Cortes rallied his men there
against the forces under the command of Snake Waman. At that
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time the pyramids and temples were covered over with turf and
brush, but even so—or perhaps more so—they would have pro-
vided cover and an elevated position for the beleaguered
Spaniards to occupy. The death of Snake Woman and the flight of
the remaining Aztecs was the day on which the Americas were
It as far as the Indians were concerned.* After tha it was only a
matter of ime before other Europeans rtived to complete the job.
begun by Cortes. Standing on the Pyramid of the Sun and survey
ing the Avenue of the Dead before me, | wondered how much he
Knew aboutthe myth of Quetzalcoatl. Did he know thatthe Aztecs
believed that this god-man would not only avenge himself on
those who had driven him from his kingdom but would one day
retun to Teotihuacan? Did Cortes lead his men there because he
knew of this prophecy and the psychological advantage it gave
‘him? Whatever the case, Cortes survived the battle o fight another
day. A year later he fulfilled the prophecy almost to the letter by
averthrowing the Atccs and establishing Spanish rule

Coming down from the Pyramid and braving the onslaughts
notofwild Aztecs but of souvenir hawkers, I made my way to the
Citadel and the Quetzalcoat] Pyramid. Urlike the replica frieze
that I had already seen ir the Museum of Anthropology, this has
Tost all of its colour. Even so, it was staggering to look at. Under-
neath a later rather plain-looking pyramid, archacologists had
found the remains of an earlier construction. This was altogether
‘more lively, with alterating heads of what are believed 10 have
been the two chief gods of the Teotihuacan pantheon, Quetzalcoatl
and Tlaloc (see Plate 16). The sculptures of Quetzalcoatl, which are
arranged ane above the other in steps, seemed to amalgamate
serpentine characteristics with those of a large-toothed predator,
perhapsajaguar, each head having a frilly ruff round its neck like
the rays of the sun. What was also interesting about these heads
was that they were remarkably similar to those [ had seen the
previous day on the sides of the Templo Mayor. Clearly, though
buried under the later pyramid they were nol forgotten by the
Astecs, 1 was not entirely convinced, however, that these heads
did in fact represent Quetzalcoat] as the guide baoks suggested:
they seemed rather t00 demonic and elemental to be symbolic of
the wise teacher for whom 1 was searching,
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imaginary region but for real. What we have discovered is that far
from being the near-perfect vacuum that it was assumed to be
even a few vears ago, it is filled with radiations, geses and dust
particles. True, this matter is widely dispersed, but it is now
recognized that there is more of this invisible or ‘black” matter in
the universe than that contained in all of the visible stars and

planets. It now appears thet these latter are merely bodies of
highly condensed matter floating in a sea of thin, attenuated gas
This is in fact much closer to the ancient belief that space is like 2
vast ocean tarough which the Earth swims like a turtle than the
isolat-onist vacuum theories of the last century
Our family of planets, in a very real sense, lives within the aura
Magnctcnis| | Rotaioal vt
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Figure 16 The magnetospiiers ond Van Allen Blts. Tt etadora) s
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of the sun. Our parent star not only gives out visible light but
radiatesthroughout the electromagnetic spectrum. Its emanations
includeradio, infra-red, visible, ultravioletand X-rays. Inaddition
to these types of rays, it also projects matter into space as the
so-celled solar wind. This is a stream of charged particles, ions,
that are constantly thrown off its surface into space, particularly
from prominences and flares. Though this ‘wind” s very thin and
attenuated compared with movements of our much denser atmo-
sphere on Earth, it is nonetheless extremely significant. It s the
reason, for example, that the tails of comets always point away
from the sun, like inflated windsocks. However, it is not only
comets that are alfected by the solar wind but our planct as wel.
Stretching around the Karth and contairing its atmosphere like an
envelope is what is called the magnetosphere. This extends into
space and contains two zones within il, called, after their
discoverer, the Van Allen Belts (see Figurc 16). Where the solar
wind hits the magnetosphere it distorts it, giving rise to a
bow-shockwave

The type and charge of particles that the sun throws off as the
solarwind varies, butin the main they are either cloctrons,like the
cathode rays insidea televisionset, r they are protons, positively-
charged hydrogen nuclei.”" If we imagine a cross-sectional view
of the sun at its equator, we see the four bubbles of its quadripole

Tigure 17 Cross-sectional view of the sto's equatorial magneti field





index-27_1.jpg
34 The Mayan Prophecies

which had as its inception a Calendar Round date of 4 Ahau §
Cumbhu thousands of years earlier.

To understand this—and it is important for what follows later
in the book-— it is necessary to grasp a few more simple concepts
of Mayan time-keeping, As well as making use of the fzolkin of 260
days, the vague year of 35 days and the Calendar Round of 52
years,the Maya counted and added up individual days. With on
2 slight variation they used a vigesimal or base-20 system to do
this, counting in units called uinals (pronounced wee-jials), tuns,
bakiuns and <o on. At first sight this looks to be a very cumber-
some system but really it isn’t, once the idea of counting in 20s is
grasped. The whole system worked like this

20 kins (days) = 1uinal  (20-day ‘month’)
18 uinals Ttan  (360-day ‘year')
20 uns = lkatun (7200 days)
20katuns = I baktun (144,000 day<)

On monuments such as stelae, Maya dates are inscribed in the
form of a double column of hieroglyphs, These are read from left
o right and top to bottom, The series starts with an introductory
glyph and often ends with data referring to lunar cycles and to
which of the Nine Lords of the Night was ruling at the time in
question. In between these there is the date, expressed as the
number of baktuns, katuns, tuns etc, plus the date according to
the tzolkin (260-day count) and Hab (365-day year). Figure 10
shows a typical Long Count date as recorded on the so-called
Leyden Plate. The full date reads; introductory glyph, 8 baktuns,
14 katuns, 3 tuns, 1 uinal, 12 kins; 1Eb 0 Yaxkin

In additon to rediscovering the Long Count system,
Forstemann madc other discoverics in the course of his researches
on the Dresden Codex, He was able to show how it contained a
Venus Table for calculating the movements of that planet in its
cycle of approximately 584 days, and also lunar tables for calcu
lating possible oclipses. Inall he wasable to demonstrate that w hat
had appearect o be no more than a brightly painted relic of mere
historical interest was in fact a work of gemius. 1 iitle wonder then
that the Indians had wailed piifully when ignorant bishops
consigned their writings to the bonfire. In doing so they were
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ki,

Figure 10 S

fe Mayan dotefom the Lewden Plate

destroying some of thegreatost scienlific creations that the human
‘mind has ever achieved, and the records of hundrects of years of
astronomical research.

In his researches carried out quietly in the corner of 2 German
Tibrary far away from the jungle of Central America, Forstemann
had undoubtedly found the most important key 1o the Mayan
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Salis with a comparion of Colurmibus himself, Vinceat Yanee Pinzon.
arrived earlier in 1506, These early expeditions did not succeed, and
i was ot until 1542 that Don Francisco Montejo was finally able to
subjugate the Indians and found Merida

Obsidian s a form of naturally-occurring voleanic glass that can be
cuttomake sharp instruments such s nives end arcow-heads [twas
muned in tae Valley of Teolitwacan and experted throughout
Mescamerica. Todey itis used for making souvenirs,

The name Quetzaicoall (in Mayan Kukulcan] means “featherec
serpent’and i applied rather confusingly to several different but
Telatedt comeeptions of gods. The Quetralcnatl who was expestect
would have beenan incamation of the sounortal god bearing the same
name, pather s Gautama was an incamation of the Buddha
Cuahtemoc was taken by Cortes a5 a hostage (0 Guatemala where,
o he was o linger nesdec, e was kil Ho probably expectecd
nothing clse

e most famous of these stepepyrarmids was the Templa Mayur
which, in the unique Azlec sivle, was crowned with twin tempics
dedicated t0 the gods Taloc and Huitsilopochti. There were a
mumber af other pyramids at Tenochitlan, including ane that was
ellipticalin shape wilh  round tovver

Nahuatl was the lingua franca of the Astee state and was widely used
as @ trading Tanguage throughoul much of southera Mexico at lhe
e of the conquest. The Maya, however, had & number of quite
different langunges of their own,

Ihe “Loltecs are thought to have arrived in the Valley of Mexico
around AD §50 and have hoen the dominant power wntil ahosit
AD1250.

The name Quetzalcnatl was used s the title both of a leader and of
one of the principal gods.

The Astees are thought to have entered the Valley of Mexico in the
13th century AD.

An incomplete copy of Sahesgun's major work, Histori goner de fas
casasie Nouesa sy, s priblised i 1840 by Corlon M Bustomente
and veas translated into English a century later. Tt is usually referred.
00y the Forentine Codex

The lerm ‘Dlmec’, though st in general currency, is 20 longer used.
in academic cirdles. The preferred and more accurate terim is
Proto-Mayan'

The Zodiac of Denderah is an astralogical sky-map taken from the
ceiling of a tem ple in Upper Egype. It dates from the Late Piolemaic
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period (1t century BC) and porteays the constellations ligusatively
e was removed to the Bibliathéque Natinale in Pars in 1820, and is
now in the Louvre
The Maya are divided ino 2 number of linguistic gruups all beleved
to derive from the same proto-Mayan rootstock, The most rmportant
sroups are the Yucateean of the Yuceten Peninula, e Culan o the
Central Region, and the Quiché mainy Aurther east i Belize and.
Guetemala
Jaccues Lovis David {I748-1825) was ane of the most important
French painitecs of the Revolution. A fervent sevolutionary himself,
e paintedin the-lassical manner. & ppointec painter ot Lmperor
Napoleon L he executed twa natable pictures, Tir Corodation of
Jomephie) andl Fhe Disiritudion of ihe Eagles. On the retus o power
of the Baurbons he was exiled, and retired o Brusscis.
The original Kingdom of Isrzel, ruled over by King David feom
Jerusalem, was split in two folloswing the death nf Sofomon. Led by
thetribe of Juseph, ten of the twelve original tibes o Isracl formed
breakaway state with its new capital ity at Samiaria. They were ‘lost
aiter this new Kingdom of Israel (Samaria) was invaded by the
Assyrians and its penple sent ot into exile. They were replaced by
sraclites, referced Lo as Samaritans in the Bible. The hwo
remaining fribes o the southem Kingdom uf Judaca, Judal and
Benjamin, remmained to become known asthe Jows. The whereabous
of the descendants of the Lost ©ibes has been a niiter of débale ever
since.
Peter Tompkins, an Americen author, is better kiown [or his
of the Great Pyramid (1971) and for The Secret Life of Plants wh
‘co-authored with Christopher Bird. Fis Mysteries o e Mevicur Fyr
amids (1976) details the hisory of pyremici researchin Mexicaand lhe
many, often bizarre, theories put forward to explain therr
® Buolugia Cenirati-Amecane, Artharalagy. Tox! plus four volumes of
plates

Chapter 2

* The Description i Lgupte was published in Paris between 1509 and
1822, runing t0 volumes of text and L1 volumes of illustrations. It
was written by Napoleon's sazans as they were known, the scholars

e, who

o the Conmizsion des Sciences et des Arts de UArmie
accompaniedd him on his invasion of Egypt. Monumental in size as
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personal in that it acted as the cover for Pacal’s tomb, was univer-
sal inits imagery. It was a book of synibols that oas intended to be, and
indeed perhaps was, read. Not only that, it was a cultural icon that
recorded the passing of the ages, and was therefore similar in
significance to the Maya as the Calendar Stone had been to the
Aztecs. It recorded major events in world history that related to
the mythology of the Maya and in a sense illusfrated their holy
ook of Creafion, the Popol Vidh. Cotterell had long known of the
existence of this sacred book of the Quiché Maya, which as we
have scen was first published in French by Brasseur de Bourbourg,
in 1861 Getting out his much-thumbed English translation,
Cotterell read its first sentence:

The Papl Vi, as itis called, cannot be seen any more ... The original
book, written loag ago, ance exisced but i now hidden from the
seazcher and from the thinker

Pondering on these words it occurred to him that the author
‘might have been talking quite literelly. Terhaps there was a hid-
den version of the book, put whers o one could find it, stil less
interpret what they had found. The name Popol Vi means ‘coun-
cil book’,"” and among its fairytale-like stories of the birth of
humanity, and the doings of heroes such as the twins Xbalanque
and Hunahpu, there is a serious intent. Undoubtedly what we
read about this book today, particularly in translation, is only a
superficial interpretation of what is in reality a highly esoteric
work of art. Hidden beneath the poetry is a deeper meaning, a
subtextof catastrophism cloaked in mythology. Cotterell beganto.
wonderif the Lid of Palenquewas not tsel the original Popl Vid
the one that had vanished and was 'now hidden from the searcher
and from the thinker'. He was convinced that there were deeper
levels of code relating Lo the Lid which could, if one but had the
key, be deciphered. Tabreak fhis codewas now his greatest desie.

The Overlays of Lord Pacal

1t was the numbers of the sanspot cycle, particularly 1,366,040
days, that had brought Cotterell to Palenque, but his visil to that

it
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ancient site had now tumed his attention = another direction
entirely. It was not the hieroglyphs for the Birth of Venus,
1,366,560, which filled his dreams on returning to Englend but
Pacal’s eerie tom at the battom of its staircase. His mind kept
coming back to the Lid with its strange decorations. He felt sure
there was some deeper meaning to all of this—a message, if you
like—sealed up for future generations. Ie hac, of course, already.
associated the principal figures on the Lid with the passage of
solar ages, and that this interpretation was correct he was in 1o
doubt, Still he had this nagging fecling that he was only at the
beginning of the mystery, that there was a deeper, more esoteric
explanation to the Lid. Almost in desperation he now turned his
attention away from the central mofifs to the surrounding border
area, which also seemed to contain some sort of code.

Around the edges of the Lid s a curious border containing
images, some of which are now recognized as representing the
sun, moon, planets and constellations. Amang these images are
human faces, placed deliberately, it would appear, like characters
insome well-known story. Cotterell was convinced that justas the
‘main body of the Lid was carved with representations of the gods
ruling over the ages, so the barder had its own message. Looking
at it, one thing immediately stood out; (o of the carmers were
missing (see Figure 26). Now there was no record of the id's
having been damaged since its first discovery by Alberto Ruz in
1952, and certainly nol of fhe comers having been chipped. It
seemed, therefore, that they had cizher been broken off at the time
the Lid was being put into the chamber or that it hed been
dlesigned in this way in the first place. In any event this seemed
very strange, for everything else about the Lid seemed absolutely
perfect, Would the Maya have covered the sarcophagus of their
‘most important king with a lid that had been accidentally dam-
aged? More to the point, is it ikely that exactly the same accident
could have happened to two cormers? It seemed more likely to him
that the breaking off of the corners was deliberate, and indeed part
of the intended design. The question was, why?

Cotterell was already beginning tosee that whoever it was who
designed the Lid (probably Pacal himsclf) liked riddles and en-
joved playing with design elements in such a way that they
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of the planets. This golden age ended when in around AD 950
Quetzaleoatl was obliged to move on eastwards afler a foud

Thereafter the valley had been invaded by a succession of less
civilized tribes from the rorth, the last of which were the Aztecs
themselves.” The Aztecs had preserved some of the knowledge
of the earlier Toltecs, but much had been lost including, it seemed,
the city of Tollan itself.

Sahagun belicved that there must indeed have beer a great
civilization in Mexicobefore the Aztecs, and thatit musthave been
centred, prior to the building of Tollan, on the abandoned city of
Teotinuacan. This site, some 40 miles to the north of Mexico City,
cantains the impressive pyramids of the Sun and Moon, at that
time hidden under mountains of earth. The Astecs had inherited
the belicf from the Toltees that Quetzalcoatl, who was revered as
agod, would one day return to rule his people. They also believed
thatit was at Teotihuacan that Quetzalcoatl had sacrificed certain
gods in order to make the sun move through the sky. Their seers
and prophets told them that he would return to this, his ancestral
city, and overthrow the Aztec empire.

Curiously enough it was on the site of Teotihuacen that Cortes
and his men fought a crucial battle agamst the hordes of
Montezuma. As in the rest of America, native weapons proved no
‘match for the firearms and armour of the Europeans. Even so, the
Spaniards were heavily outnumbered and should have been
overyehelmed. Surrounded by many thousands of spear-wielding,
Indians, the Spaniards made a desperate attack and killod their
opponents’ military commander, "Snake Woman'. At this cvil
omen many of the natives pericked and fled the ficld, thereby
enabling Cortes and his remaining men to escape to fight another
day. A year later he returned with a much larger army and
captured the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan.

Out of the ashes of this destruction was to rise Mexico City,
capital of New Spain, the richest of all the King of Spain’s posses
sions. Soan it was attracting immigrants by the thousend, nearly
all male and mainly adventurers, missionaries and merchants
Mexico City was rebuilt as a glittering capital in the Furopean
style. Other cities, such as Guadalajara, Veracruz and Acapulco
were built, initiating a new world of prosperity for the
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immigzants—though not for the indigenous Indians, who were
treated very badly.

S essas o 18051 6 period of history and was
shocked by the stories he heard. In his writings he toned down
much of what the natives told him about the atracities that fol-
lowed the invasion, but even so he was not allowed o publish his
work openly. His books were kept out of sight by an establishment
that was trying 1o promote a positive image of the conquest.
However, though his work was suppressed and eventually lost in
its entirety, an incomplete copy of the manuscript did surface
during the French invasion of Spain in 1808. This was eventually
published in 1840

Travellers’ tales

Very few foreigners, ie non-Spaniards, were allowed to enter
Mexico prior to its gaining independence, and those who did get
in were watched carefully. One of those who succeeded was a
Neapolitan called Giovanni Careri. Hearrived in Acapuleo on the
west coast in 1697 having endured a gruelling five-month cruise
from Manila in the Philippines (then also a part of New Spain).
Travelling extensively through the country, he was shocked to
discover just how much of its wealth was in the hands of the
Church. He did, however, make /riends with a priest called Don
Carlos de Sigiienza y Gongora, who had been expelled from the
Jesuit order. He, having cultivated the friendship of the Indians,
was in possession of a priceless collection of manuscripts and
paintings that had escaped the mass burnings 130 years carlicr.
Ore of his friends was Don Juan de Alva, the son of a certain
Fernando de Alva Cortes Ixtlilxochit and a direct descendant of
the kings of Texcoco. This Ixtlilxochitl was an educated man and
had written the first-cver history of Mexico in Spanish. Sigienza
showed this to Careri, who was amazed to see that it spoke of an
ancient Mexican calendar that had vanished at the time of the
conquest. With the help of this calendar the Aztec priests had, so
it was said, been able to keep an accurate chronalogy over very
long periods of time. It was apparently based upon 52- and
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The Teachings of Dan José

Atthe start of our conversation, Do José, as I shall now call him,
explained that at the root of the ancient Mayan religion lay the
veneration of he rattlesnake. That this was at east in part true was
evident from the many seulptures of serpents with rattlesnake
tails seen infrontof their temples and pyranids. However, itwent
very much deeper than this—and it was nat just any old rattle-
snake. It seems that the particular one that was impartant to them
‘was Crotalusduri andiitssubspecics, which they called
the Ahau Can—'Great, lordly serpent’ see Figure 41). This species
of snakeis anly found in the Yucatan Peninsula and neighbouring

Figure 41 The Ahau Can, Crotalus durissus durissus
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Figure 42 The buck ofa Crotalus rattiesnake

areas, yet its cultural significance seems to have stretched far and
wide from the United States to Argentina in South America. He
believed that the reason Crotalus was so important to the Maya
was manifold but most significantly it had to do with the pattern
onitsback

Many snakes have patterned skins. Crotalus durissus durissus,
however, has a particular design along its back of interlocking
squares and crosses (see Figure 42), According to Don José this
patiern is reflected in a very large proportion of the art and
architecture of Central and South America—so much so that ore
could call it the central inspiration of all Amerindian art. He
showed me a picture from a temple at El Tajin, Veracruz, that
exactly matched the pattern of Crotalus and it was quile clear that
this was no accident (see Figure 43).1also remembered the mosaic-
friczes from Mitla and how they were composed of zigzag lines
made outof little stones, These too, T now realized, were based on
the same snakeskin patterning. The finy carved stones that mace
up the mosaics were fust lixe the scales of a snake and matched
the way in which its pattern was made out of regular diamords
of colour. The principle difference between the designs of the
Zapotecs and the ane I was now looking at from Fl Tajin was that
whereas the latter was a like-for-like representation of a sezpent’s
skin, the Mitla mosaics were more expressionistic. The Zapotecs
had taken the basic design and produced variations on the theme
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(in May and again in August), when the sun shines directly
overhead, it would have illuminated a slab at the bottom of the
shafl.

“This perhaps rather surprising aspect is explained by the fact
that the site lies between the Tropic of Carcer and the equator.
Unlike locations in more northerly latitudes, siich as Europe anc
the USA, much of Mexico s subtropical. This means that the sun,
instead of reaching its highest point in the sky at the summer
solstice, in fact has two seniths. On these two days in the year the
sun blazes directly overhead: at noon a stick placed vertically in
the ground casts no shadow. ictwoen these two dates and durirg
the period of midsummer, the sun passes 10 the north in the sky
and at midday wauld, in fact, illuminate the northern face of a
building such as a pyramid, casting a shadow to the south,
Throughout Central America the two zenith days were considerec.
the most important times of the year, and it has been suggestec.
thatthe symbolof the couble-heaced serpent, s seen on the Avtec
Calendar stone forexample, represents this understanding, When
we visited Monte Alban in December 1994, the guide showing us
round was of the opinion that the May zenith was the more
important

Two other Zapotec achievements are connected with another
building that lies inside the plaza area and is given the rather
unimaginative name of Building J. Unlike all the other structures
on the site, this one is not rectangular and neither is it orientatec
towards the cardinal points.” In fact, no two sides or angles of
this building are equal, and it is shaped rather like the prow of
a ship. The direction in which the ‘ship’ sails is roughly at
45°—running from the southeast to the northiwest. It has been
noted by some observers! that were a priest to be standing on
the steps of this edifice, looking towards the southeast, he would
be able to observe the rsing of the bright star Capella (Alpha-
Aurigac) directly through the doorway of another building It
could be that the earliest appearance of Capella, after its period
of invisibility, was used as a time-kecper and kerald star for the
first zenith passage of the sun, which would have happened later
the same day. Again one thinks of the ancient kgyptians and their
obscrvation of the dawn rising of Sirius as the start of their year.

The Olmecs and Atlantis 165

It would seem that the Zapotecs began their year with this first
zenith return of the sun, and had a double-check on the appro-
priate day with the star Capella and the narrow shaft in Building,
P. It has also been suggested that the carious orientation of
Building ] could be somehow linked with the magnetic north
pole because it seems to paint in what was the direction of the
pole at the time it was built

‘The other important find at Building ] is 2 series of pictograms
that consist of both dates and hicroglyphs. These have not been
fully translated and, in the abscnce of other examples of Zapatec
writing, probably never veill be. But this discovery has prompled
some archaeologists to say that the Zapotecs were the inventors
not only of the sacred calendar but also of New World hiero-
glyphic writing. Given that there are other untranslated
hietoglyphs on some of the Olmes stones at La Venta, it would
seem that this assertion is ill-founded. The cormection of the
Olmecs with Oaxaca and Monte Alban would sugges! o any
impartial observer that the Zapotees inherited their calendar and
the art of writing from these earlier settlers. Again this points o
the advanced nature of the Olmee/proto-Mayan culture. But it
stll begs the question: from where did the Olmecs get their
knowledge? Thisisa laboa subject as far as orthodox Mayanology
is concerned because it has too many cultural or even racist
overtones to be discussed in a rational way. Yet, as we have seen,
there is persuasive evidence to show that the Olmecs could have
come into contact with ancient Egyptian or other marincrs. There
might, however, be an even stranger, and some might say crazier,
answer to the origirs of Central American civilization: the lost
continent of Atlanis

Atlantis, (he antediluvian myth

As we have seen, a recurrent theme of many of the early books
concerning the Maya was their possible connection with the
so-called lost civilization of Atlantis. A popular subject amang
esotericists, the very idea provokes laughs of derision from those
who profess to kiow most about the archacology of Central
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peaceful event thathis ater historians describe. The evidence from
inseriptions at Chichen itself is of a violent invasion and the
overthrowing of the local Maya dynasty. The murals in the Tem-
ple of the Warriors show in graphic detail how the Toltecs tock
control of the country, first winning a naval engagement against
Local Maya who came out on rafts to try to drive them away and
then fighting another great battle in a city, which may have been

“hichen tself. Having won the field of battle, they mace slaves of
their enemies, sacrificing, the leaders to the sur god.

Looking at these scenes of warfare, it was difficult for me to
square them with the image of the supposedly peaceable
Quetzalcoatl as depicted by Landa. Nor, it seemed, was this just
some aberration brought on by the necessities of war. It was clear
from other buildings, such as the Temple of the Jaguars, that
‘human sacrifice was as much part and parcel of Toltec culture as
it was with the later Aztecs. Elsewehere, in the ball-court, it was
clear that the game was played to the death, the winning (or
perhaps losing) tean's leader being beheaded so that his spurting
blood could give sustenance to the sun. Heart-sacrifices were also
a regular feature of their religion. At the Temple of the Warriors
there was abundant evidence of this, with depictions of jaguars
and eagles cating human hearts (see Figure 38). | felt disgusted by
these imayzes and could only feel sympathy far the Mayan slaves
who must have supplied the raw material for this grisly sacrs
ment. I this Quetzaleoat] really was the god-king whose return
was prophesied to the Aztecs, then perhaps Cortes wasindeed his
reincarnation. Tor it seents that he showed as much ruthless
regard for life as Cortes in his desire to take dominion over &
foreign people. | could'thelp but feel, however, that this was not
the whole story. There seemed to be something missing—some-
thing, that was only hinted at by 1 anda when he said that there
was disagreement about whether Cuculcan came before, with, or
after the Itzas

It was clear fo me by now, if it hadn't been before, that the cult
of Quetzalcoati-Kukulean was something far bigger than this
king’ and very probably much older. As at Uxmal, the cult,in the
form of the feathered serpent, was strongly in evidence in the way
many of the buildings were omamented. This form of decoration

Figure 38 Fagleeating b
itz

i heart, from the Tompleafthe Warriors, Chichen

reached its climax with the extraordinary Pyramid of Kukulcan,
the one referred to by Landa as the city’s ‘principal building’. e
visited it himself and made the following observations:

This structure has four sairways looking to the fou directions of the
WO they are 33 feet wide, with 91 steps to each that are killing to
climb, The Steps have the same rise and width as we give to ours

. When [ saw i here wasat the oot of cach side of the stairways
thefierce mouth of a serpent, curiously worked from  single stone.

These magnificent heads are still to be secn and 1 was able to
take good look at them. They are far from unique, however, and
are to be found at the foot of virtually every stairway of every
building of any significance in Chichen Itza. Most often the ser-
pents were paired and had rather short bodies serving as the
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Fivery 18,980 days the 260-day and 365-day periods restart together. This
s the Calendar Rown,

= 52473 % 5= 18,950 days

Sumer
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Figure 4S5 Th Caea R 335 day o

Which direction to read the glyphs
Mayan datess wsually read across and dawn, in columns of two. In the
following tigure, we read AL then BL, then go o the nextline, A2, B2, otc
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Figure AS7 overleaf shows multiples of Calendar Round periods. The
frst period is 18 980 days, Subsequent Calendar Roundsare listed below
this.In the column next to this is the same date as the one which can be
found on carvings and stela of the Maya,

For example, one Calendar Round may be factorized into;

ZeroBakiuns  2Katuns  12Tuns 13 Ulnals and Zero Kins

X 1LL000) (2x7200) (12x360) (13%20) 1)
ie0 2 2 13 0

This is written a5 2.12.13.0, Would any intelligent civilization have used
such a cumbersome.and illogicel system of nofation?

My calculations show that the snspot cycle duration is 68,302 days,
‘and that after 20 periods of time (20 x 69,302 = 1,366,040 days) the sun's
neutral sheet megnetic field tlts. The Farth’s magneic field attempts to
re-alig it magnetic axis with that of the sun, and the Earth tlts on its
axis. At this time the Earth's magnetic poles shift their geostalionary
position. Cataclysmic destruction takes place on Earth through violent
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Figure 46 Gianthead, probably of Zawmna, t Calengue

derived from Spanish and means ‘place that is fenced off —in
other words  pallisade, which presumably the Spanish village
was aton time. Nachan is possibly its original name: this i what
it was called by its first Spanish visitor, Friar Ramon Aguilar,
when he was taken there by his parishioners in 1773, I the bock
A History of the Creation of Heaven and Earth that he wrote after-
wards, based he says on documents destroyed by Bishop Nufiez
de la Vega of Chiapas, he refers to Palenque as the ‘Creat City
of Serpents’.

Ordofier's book concerns a legendary leader, Votan, who
brought his people to Palenque and whose symbol was a serpent.
Could this Votan, whoissaid to have.come from the Atlantic, have
been a prophet of Zamna, a Mayan equivalent of St Patrick? This
Iwas beginning to see, might be the real story behind the Maya
serpent cult, 5o now began to turn my mind to these possibilities.

Before lcaving Merida and returning to England, [ went round
10 see Don José again, this time taking my wife Dee with me. We
found him sitting on his bed in his pyjamas because he had been
ill during the night. He seemed somehow older and frailer than

Land of the Rattlesnake 127

the previous day, a stark reminder that at 88 years of age his body
could no longer keep up with his mind. We discussed his major
works, La Serpiente Emplumada and Mi Descubrimiento del Culto
Cratalico, and the possibility of my getting them published in
English. I promised I would do my best, for his sake hoping in my
heart that this could be done quickly. Then to our great surprise,
he suddenly burstinto song. A strang, tenor voice filled the air as
he sang extracts of Malian opera. Though perhaps straining alttle
an some of the high rates, his voice was still true and able to hold
atune without going flat—something that I, at half his age, would
find impossible: It is a very strange thing,”he said, ‘although my
body is old and Lam unable now to do much of vehat T would like,
'still have my voice. I+ is because I trained as an opera singer!’

Dee and I felt overjoyed at the sheer exuberance of this human
spirit that refused to give in to old age. Before we left he signed
copies of his books for me and we promised tokeep in touch, Then,
ina gesture both meaningful and apt, he gave me two rattlesnake
skins to take to England as souvenirs of our visit, When | got back
T passed my hands over them nine limes, in each direction. Fer-
haps now [ would, at least in part, be initiated into the cult of
Crotalus durissis durissus and withiits help find out more ahout the
esoteric side of Zamnaism
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jaguar with spots made of green jade. Secing him staring out
through white, shell eves there, | was reminded again of the
plague 1 had seen at Palenque depicting their king, Pacal, seated
on his own jaguar thrane. [f scems that the Toltecs, who built the
later pyramid, had borrowed this symbol of power from the
Maya—but where had the Maya got it from?

Also at Chichen Itza is another interesting building which |
visited:itis called the Ceracol, a Spanish name meaning ‘snail’ (see
Plate:26). This curious structure s circular in cross-section and has
an inner spiral staircase leading to an upper chamber—hence its
name. Here small windows point in various directions and it is
now believed that these were used for observations of the planets,
particularly Venus. Clearly the pricsts of Chichen Itza were inter-
ested not only in the sun and its equinoxes butin observing other
stellar bodies as well.

Leaving the ruins and their stifling aflerncon hoat behind us,
we proceeded to Merida, the provincial capital of Yucatan, Tt was
here that Don Francisco de Montejo, formerly one of Cortes
officers, established a base in 1542, From humble beginnings
Merida was to become a (hriving Spanish town, with pleasant
squares and colonial-style houses. The source of its wealth was an
unpromising looking cactus called the ienequin, which grows in
abundance under the hot tropical sunshine. When the leavs of
this plant are shredded, they produce the extremely tough fibrous
‘material called sisal vehich is used in the making of string. Today
the boom in sisal is over: it has been replaced for the most part by
cheaper, stronger, synthetic materials, However, itis still used for
making twine, baskets, shoes, hammocks and the Panama hats
that are sold by street-traders on cvery Merida street-corner.

Walking zround Merida it is still possible o feel something of
the old colonial charm, but it is not easy. Over the last 20 years o
so Montejo’s city has been swollen by immigration o over a
million inhabitants—ell of whom seem to be constantly on the
move. The narrow streets are packed with pedestrians and every
imaginable kind of motorized vehicle, all competing for preciovs
space. Although the city is aid out according toa grid system and
the stceets are all numbered—a boon to the fraveller who doesn’s
know his way round—the incessant noise, pollution, and sheer
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pressurc of people makes shopping an occupation that is hoth
stressful and dangerous

We were staying in the aptly named Hotel Casa del Bahlam,
which translates s “House of the Jaguar’, and wanting to obta:n
more information about the sites we had seen decided to look for
a baokshap. We did not have to look very far, for there was one
between the hotel and an Opera House, which, incongruously,
was putting on a production of The Nutcracker Suite. Inside the
shop, like everywhere else, there was a fine patina of black dusl,
largely deriving from leaded petrol. Fortunately, most of the
books on sale were protected by plastic bags, though this gave
them a rather second-hend feel. Finding a shelf of English-
language books, and looking eagerly for anything that might help
explain more about the Mayan sites and Quetzalcoatl, 1 came
across a serics of very curious booklets. These, it seemed, swere all
written by the same author, one José Diaz Bolio, and had titles
such as Why the Rattlesnake in Mayan Civilization, The Geometry of
the Maya and their Rattlesnake Art, and The Rattlesnake School. Sus-
pecting that | might have unwittingly stumbled across something
quite important, | bought several of the booklets and took them
back to our room to read. | was to discover that they were not just
curiosities but the key I had been looking for to explain why all
the pre-Columbian civilizations, and not just the Maya, were
seemingly so obsessed with serpents. Staying up half the night [
read them all, and having discovered that Diaz Bolio lived in
Merida, decided I would have to seck him out the next day.

Meetings with a Remarkable Man

Taking a taxi to the suburbs, T arrived just afler sunset. I was
greeted affably at the door by José Diaz Bolio himself, who turned
outto bea man in his eighties (see Figure 40). No longer sprightly,
he was nonetheless still sharp of mind and only too willing to talk
to me about his theories concerning the origins of Mayan culture.
It seemed that for some 50 years he had been studying Mayan art
and architecture, but in an unorthodox fashion. Tle had in the
coursc of his long life been a soldier, a poet and amusician, as well
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The demise of the Maya

Atthe same time as developing his theories concerning the Lid of
Palenque, Cotterell had also been refining his ideas concerning
sunspot cycles and their correlation with the Aztec and Mayan
calendars. Like the Maya, the Aztecs believed that our present age
was preceded by four previous ages. Between each age was a
catastrophe in which life was all but destroyed. At the centre of
the Astec Sun Stone, there i @ face with its longue hanging out
representing Tonatiuh, the present sun goc.| He is surrounded by
Jyphs which at one level of interpretation represent the gods of
previousages.’ The question now was, how did thisall fit with the
Mayan Long Count calendar, and more particularly, could it
throw any light on the sudden decline of the Maya? To answer
this question, Cotterell needed accurate information on how the
sun has behaved in the past. This might at first seem impossible
to obtain, but fortunately considerable work has been done in this
ficld in relation to dendrochronology.
‘As we all know, plant growth depends on light. But the sun
gives out more than just visible light—it radiates sight across the
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electromagnetic spectrum, including those rays of very short
wavelengthcalled cosmicrays, These powcrful rays, which would
Kill alllife on Farth were it 20t for the protective shicld of the
atmosphere, have the power totransform atoms. Ordirary carbon
has an atomic weight of 12, and is very stable. With oxygen as
carbon dioxide, it is present throughout the atmosphere and is
vital 1o life. However, the bulk of the atmosphere is made up of
nitrogen, which in its ordinary forz is comparatively inerl, Cos-
mic rays from the sun cause nuclear reactions in the atmosphere:
they can transform nitrogen atoms into a heavy form (isotope) of
carbon that has an atomic weight of 14 (C *) instead of the usual
12" These heavy ztoms behave just like ordinary carbon and
combine readily with oxygen to form carbon dioxide, the big
difference being that C*, unlike C*, is radivactive.

All plants, including trees, take in carbon dioxide and use it to
‘make more complex organic compounds, giving back oxygen to
the atmosphere in the process. Inevitably & small proportion of
the carbon dioxide they absorb contains some heavier C**atome.
Allliving things (including animals, which directly or indiectly
feed off vegetation) thus contain a small amount of C*, When
anything dies, it ceases tzking in carbon dioxide and contains a
ratio 0f C'* 1o C"” that matches the proportions of the two isotopes
of carbon in the atmosphere at that time. Because the heavy C™*
atoms are subject to radioactive decay and break down to give:
¥, this proportion changes over time.* So as a piece of wood
for example, gets older, the percentage of C*—and hence its
radioactivity—is reduced. In other words, the less radioactive it
is, the older a piece of wood must be. This is the basis of
radiocarbon dating—possibly the most important development
in archaeology this century.

When it was first introduced into archaeology, radiocarbor
dating was greeted with enthusiasm. At last, it seemed, there was
a tool available that could provide accurafe dates for anything
made of wood, cloth, bone or any other organic material. It was
not long before it was realized, however, that many of the dates
50 obtained were inaccurate when compared with ofher accepted.
dating techniques, such as the use of pottery, Whatcould be gaing,
wrong? Because the decay rate of ' to €% was well known and
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Precesson of e Equinonss
“The Farth spins an it axis a5 it orbits the sun. As il docs <o (he poles
describe an azc in selation to the stors. Thix behaviour is known as
“precossion’, and takes axound 26 000 years o complese one cycle. The
exact figure s very diffcult to obtain because the molion is beieved to
resul from a combination uf intluences; the gravitational influences of
the sun and the moam having the greotest effect 1L s generally hought
toast for between 25 500 and 26,01 years, hut few sources geee on Uhe
duration, for examp:

Astranpmy in Colaur Lancester 00 years

Guininess Bosk of Astrenancy
e Earth's Chnging Climate Milne
The Book of Time Wilson (1)

Atlasof Solor Sustem (Ray. A<, Soc)

“about 26,000
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s, Tt
A Maya mystery
Could the Maya, given theis preoccupation for cataclysivic destrution,
have been indicating that the seventh collision which oceurs afler 23,627

p—————
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have been much simpler?

When decoding the Maya numbering system wenotod that e system
itselfraises many questions By answering thase questions we vventually.
sealize that the only way o overcome the enigma s to usc a “decmal
pomt’system By asking ourselves questions we generate answeer which
lead to the awareress that ‘fhere is no other way to describe what a
decimal point is—to sumeane who docs ot knors what a decional poist i, the
final message shus, being ‘the Maya used a decimmal point system

Similarly, (| would be digfieult t convey the concept of a polar <t
We need 1o remind ourscives that orthodor sciene was only beginning
tosuggestthal the Farth rotatect on enaxis as rocently < the 1eth century
in Europe. 5o perhaps the whole point of the 1872, 000 cycle s o canvey
the message of pole shifl or the surth it on it axis.

ificant than others? Or could the mossage

Could the other collisions simply shift the Earth's magnetie fild result
ing in infertilify and mutational cvcles, whilst the 25,627 year collision
results in 2 pole shift, denotec by a ‘reversal” of the neutral sheet at that
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the Aztecs and Mava used two calendars, the firsta repeating cycle
of 260 days, called a fzofkin, and the second a ‘vague year' of 365
days. Brasseur now found that in the Rélacion there was a table
giving the names of the days in the (zoiki,of which there were 20,
as well as those of the nineteen months in the vague year. How-
ever, there was more information than that, for alongside each
name, written in Spanish, was the epproprizte Mayan glyph. With
excitement Brasseur realized that what he had beforc him was a
calendrical lexicon, the key to Mayan time-keeping. He was now
able to apply this to the texts contained in the Codices.

His first discovery —although unknown to him this had already
been found out by another researcher, Constantine Rafinesque—
was the way that the Maya used lines and dots to represent
numbers, Ind:vidual digits up to 4 were represented by dots, and
Ss were shown by lines. The number 6 was thus shown as a line
with a dot, and 13 as two lines with three dots (see Figure 5).

EMANK, oy o e oy e b L

Figures Calculating the 260-day cucte

Mayan Concepts of Time 29

The workings of the two calendars and their interactions arc
actually quitesimpleoncea few basic concepts have been grasped.
The use of the fzolkin is of very great antiquity and seems 1o go
back to at least the time of the Olmecs’; it i still used for magical
purposes by some of the more remote Mayan tribes even today

Based on the counting together of 20 day names with the numbers
11013, the calculation s not done in the seme sequential manner

BEg e

08Ee

Figure 7 Day names and symbis
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Pausing, briefly, we note that two stucco heads were found on the
floar of the tomb of Lord Pacal. Morcaver, we note differences between
the tivo heads. Figure A3 shaws Pacal as a younger man with a short
hairstyle and only one ear. Figure A8 shows Lord Pacal with a rising
hair style, and, more correctly, wilh two ears. These are additional clues
o help fiad the complex story of Lard Pacal dying; brirging tae clues
toether the interpretation becomes:

BiBiil Tosee the man in the tomb (the dead man)

Biv Look for a bird on the head.

By The bird is the Sun-God (Taratiuh, or
Quetzalcoat])

Bviandstuccoheads:  First reposition the ears in the burder cud

(either sice of the head) and, examining
the hair, see the emergence of a bird

Fallowing these instructions, the inner lid acetates were positioned in
he place where the two ears rested cither side of the composite (where
human ears are normally expected o be found). Next, watching the
hairstyle, the acetates were rotated until a small bird appearcd at the top,
dezd centre of the composite where the hair could beseen n Figure A

In ite beak the bird carries a chain, Upon the chain hangs the conch
shell—the mark of Quetzalcoatl, the feathered snake. (The shell repre-
sented the wind, and the bird that ruled the wind.) Quetzalcoatl was the
highest god of the Maya.

Carefully colouring in the area bencath the bird wesee the emergence
of the face of the man in the tomb, Lord Pacal. Covering his mouth rests
the landed bat from ‘the approaching bat’ series. The bat obscures the
lower part of Pacal’s face.

This complex composite therefore resds ‘The god of death (the bat)
landed upon Lord Pacal and ook aveay his beeath. He was re-born as a
baby Quetzal bird. He bagan 2 new life a5 Quetzalcoat, the highest of
gods' we Plate A9,

The Jagnar

Another composite picture depicied 2 jaguar. This was said to represent
the fifth age of creation (see Plate 24). By placing the five dot centra
barder code marker on top of tself the *ifth sun’ compusite picture of
e jaguar’ could be seen, recorciling the missiny fifth sun component
of data from the fxst level decoding process featured in the ‘Four
Previous Ages'. The jaguar was the fifth and present sun of creation

Appendix 8

Fige A%t Dl il
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The Birth and Death of Venus

It is generally agreed that the Long Count began with an event
known as the Birth of Venus on 12 August 3114 BC. This event
was so importantto the Maya that they used it as the basis of their
calendar ratner in the way we use the Birth of Jesus for our own,
Forstemann, the librarian from Dresden, and others had shown
that the Maya used cycles of Venus to track long periods of time.
They did this in a rather complicated way, but the full cycle as
contained in the Dresden Tables was 1,366,560 days. This was
exactly 5256 of their fzofkins and 3744 of their vague (35-day)
years. More importantly, when counted forward fzom the begin-
ming of the Maya calendar, this time-cycle brings us to the year
AD 627—the exact centre of the solar magnetic shiftand period of
low sunspot activity that Cotterell saw as crucial fectors in the
decline of the Maya. Cotterell knew from his studies of sunspot
cycles, however, that there are shorler periods than these great
ages which must also have ar impact upon human life, and this
also connected with anotherarea of study he had worked on—the
connection between solar cycles and humen fertility

Inhisearlierstudies, docmented in his first book Astrogertics,
he put forward a theory concerning the relationship between the
solar wind and human hormore production. In this work he elso
developed the tnesis thata person'sfundamental astrological type
s determined ot by the position of the sun at birth in relation fo
the zodiac but rather to the ambient magnetic field of the Earth at
conception. Because solar encrgy causes variations in this field
‘month by month, so these changes mirror the positions of the sun,
sign by sign. According to this theory, the level and polarity of the
ambient solar wind also affects levels of the Formone melatonin
which is secreted by the pituitary gland and accouns for bio-
thythm regulation and extrovert and introvert behaviour. (See
Appendix 3)

Having discovered the link between the sun’s cycle and the
production of the hormane me'atonin, Cotterell was now anxious
to see if it was connected with the secretion of other hormanes.
Rather surprisingly, he found a further direct correlation with
the follicle-stimulating hormene (FSH), also produced by the
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pituitary gland (which lies at the base of the brain) i response
o ¢hemical stimulation by its neighbour, the hypothalamus.
There is a direct connection between this hormone and human
fentilty, In males, FSH controls the development of sperm cells
in the testes; in females it determines the maturation and release
of ova.
iy placing graphs forthe solarcycle against the rise and fll of
female hormone levels, Cotterell was able to show that there was
a divect link between the menstrual cycle and the charge of
particles carried on the solar wind. It scemed that in some way
Hese particles, or perhaps the effect they had on the Earth's own
magneti field as they came through the Van Allen belts, influ
enced the hypothalamus. This scemed 1o be the determining
“nechanism that influenced the production of FSIT and hence
female fertility.
Once more i seemed to Cotterell that he had made a significant
<cientific breakéhrough, yet it was one with very worrying im-
Plications. I the production of FSH could be turned on and offby
Phanges in the magnetic ield caused by the switches in polarity
o the solar wind, he reasoned that it could also be turncd on and
off by changs in the solar magnetic neutral sheet. First he noted
that the meutral sheet had changed polarity around 3114 BC— the
stastng date of the Maya calendar—and that ithad changed again
round AD 627, He concluded that thechanging magnetic field at
that fime had resulted in falling fertlity rates and the decline of
the Maya
Taking this a stage further, he conjectuzed that the current {al
in fertility detected in developing, countries s not duc to changes
iLifestyle,chemical pollution, oreveneffectivecontraception. but
once again to a changing magnetic field. Now, however, the
Change s notcaused by theshiting phaseof the solarneutral sheet
but by the shifting polarity of the long-term surspot cycle en-
Velope, which, over the course of the past 50 years, has passed its
I and reversed. its trend. But what really intrigued Cotterell
Poout the dectine of the Maya was that they seemed to have
anticipated the magnetic reversal and consequential decline i1
fertiliv, for their magic number corresponds o the 1,366,560 days
of the magnetic shift period. Furthermore, when a shift oceurs in
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dating system—but cven he hadn't quite broken the code. Though
he was able to read Long Count dates in their own context of the.
Dresders, he was unable to link them to known dates in our own
Gregorian Calendar. To do this more data was needed, and in
‘particular more accurate renderings of date inscriptions as they
are found on Mayan monuments. This final achievement, which
would enableall Maya Long Couns tobe translated into recogniz-
able Gregorian dates, wasto fall to other minds Sporadic attempts
were made at photographing inscribed Mayan monuments dur-
ing the late 19th century, but this was not easy because they were
scattered, oftenininaccessible places, allover the jungle of Central
America Tt was not until Alfred Maudsley came alongand carried
out his detailed survey that a compendium of complete and
‘accurate inscriptions was finally made available to other research-
ers. The publication between 1859 and 1902 of his Arcliaeology as
anappendixto the five-volume Biologia Centrali-Anericana proved
to be another milestorc in Mayan rescarch. Now at last it was
possible to comparea wide range of inscriptions with Landa's text
and the data contained in the Codices,

Perhaps not surprisingly, but again to the dismay of modem
Mayanists, the next great leap forward in our understanding of
the Mayan calendar was brought about by the wark of another
eceentric outsider, joseph T Goodman. He was an entrepreneur in
the true American tradition who had become a professional jour-
malist at an early age. By the time he was 23 he edited his own
mewspaper, the Virginia City Territorial Enterprise. Virginia City,
near Renoin the state of Nevada, was aboom town. Gold had been
found there in 159, and the easy wealth that this produced meant
that it quickly developed into an archetypal Wild West town.
‘Goodman rode the wave, not only running the local newspaper
(which incidentally gave Mark Twain his first writing job as a
reporter) but dabbling in gold stocks. He was soon a wealthy man
and was able tomove from the frenetic get-rich-quick atmosphere
if Virginia Cily to the relative calm of California. Fere he started
another newspaper, the San Franciscan, bought a raisin orchard in
Fresno, and settled down to.a new hobby: Maya studies

By 1897 he was ready to publish the first results of his efforts,
which went into an appendix to Maudsley's archacological
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appendixin the monumental Bialogia Certrati Americana. Ignoring,
the prior claims of Forstemann, whose early work he must have
beenaware of, he claimed to have discovered the Long Count and.
the 4 Ahau § Cumhu starting-date for the calendar, Modern-day
Mayanists such as Eric Thompson are convinced he did not have
enough genuine material available to him t have worked this aut
on his own, and that he must have stolen the idea from
Forstemann.

Be that as it may, he did make some other startling and very
original contributions to Mayanology. The first of these was the
discovery that the Maya used special ‘head-code’ glyphs as an
alternative way of representing numbers to the bar and dot sys-
tem. Just as we have alternative ways of writing numbers—as
Arabic glyphs, Roman numerals or even tally marks—so also the
Maya made use of more than one sysier in their Lorg Count
dates. OF much greater significance, though, was an srticle he
published in 1905 in ajournal called Americai Anthropologist. Here,
under the simple fitle “Maya Dates', he presented ground-brezk-
ing work that at last mace it possible to correlate Maya Long,
Count dates with dates in our own calendar.

Up until this time all Long Count dates, such as the bundreds
written on temples, pyramids and other monuments, were ‘free-
floating’. Thatis tosay, noone had been able to make themecessary
link befween Maya dates and our own calendar which would
enable all the inscriptions to be dated according to the Gregorian
system. From a close study of Landa’s Rélacior, the Codices and
various colonial records, Goodman made the connection that was
eventually toallow otherscholars to put togethera full chronology
for the Mayan civilization. Goodman's work on the Long Count
was ignored for many years but in the end hewas virdicated, and
withaslight refinementof three days, his chronology was adopted
by one of the most influential of all Mayanists, Eric Thompson.”
He finally established, once and for all, that the end of the last
Great Cycle and the start of the present corresponded to the
Gregorian date of 13 August 3114 BC. As a Great Cycle wes
reckoned to last for 13 baktuns—ie 1,872,000 days—the end of the
present age will come on AD 22 December 2012. There is not long
to go, for we are living in the closing years of the present cycle.
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appointed atime when they should celebratea festivalfor him assuch;
thisthe whole country did until the destruction of Mayopan. Afte hat
destruction orly the province of Mani kept ths up, while the other
provinces n recognition of what they oved to Kukulcan made prcs
ents, ore each vear, turm and tuen abut, of four or sometimes five
magaificont banners of eathers, sent to Mani; with which they kept
this festival in that manner. and not n the former ways

On the 16th of Xul all the chiefs and priests assembicd at Mani, and
with ther: a great mulfitude from the fuwns, al of them after prepat-
ing themselves by fasts and abstinences. On the evening of that day
they set outin agreat rocession, with many comedians [professional
rejoicers], zom the house of the ehicf where they had gathered, and
marched slowly to the temple of Kukulcan, all duly decorated. On
areving, and offeriog ther prayers, ey sel the banners on the top of
the ternple, and below in the court seteach of them his idols on lezves
of troes brought for this puzpose; hen making the new fire they beggan
toburn their ncense ot many points, and (o meke offerings of vans
cacked withoutsaltor pepper, and drinks made from their beans and
ealabash seeds. There the chiefs and those who had fasted stayed for
five days and ights, always burning copal and making their offer
ings, without retuming to the r homes, but continuing i prayers and
cerlzin sacredt dances. Until the first day of Yaxkin the comedians
frequented the principal houscs, performing their Lurms and receiving
presents bestowed on ther and then taking all o the teepl. Fially,
when the five days were passed, they divided the gifts among the
chicts, priests and dancers, collected the banners and dols,returnin
them o the house of the chief, and thence each one to s Fome. They
said and believed that Kukulcan descendect on the last of those days
feom heaven and received their secrifices, penances ard offerings
This festival they called Chicc-kaban.”

Thereis anote from the translatorof Landa's work, William Gates,
thattells us more abou: this festival al Mani;

We probably have here a survival from an earlier acjustment of the
eclendar, as shown both by the month naimes and the ceremonies, Xiif
means ‘end’, termination’, and on the 1615 they created news fire, and
continued offerings and other ceremontes for the last ive days of the
month, paralleling those later carricd on before the New Year begir-
ning the 1stof Pop. Kiit means ‘sun’,‘day’, ‘time’, o that Yaxkin means
‘new time’, And so even in the later changed arrangement they kept
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the mont Yaxkin for the renevval of ol utensils with preparation for
the very sacred ceremonial carving of the new images in the following
month Mol, and carried through into Chen

I Landa’s time the 16t of Xul fel on Nov. 8h, Yaxiin beginning,
Nov. 131, and Mol ending justat the winter soltice, Dec. 2nd

We know from earliec on in Landa’s Refacion that the Maya used
the stars and planets to tel the time. He writes:

To know she hour of the night the nafives goverred themselves by
the planet Venus, the Pleiades and the Twins [Gemini]. During the
daythey had termsfor ‘midday’, and for various sctions from sunrise
to sunset, according to which they recognized and regulated their
hours for work.

Now when, using the computer, | checked on what day in 1507
the Pleiades crossed the meridian at midnight, I was very

Figure 48 The Pleiades crossing the meridian at midnight on 11 November
1507
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these intersection points or ‘gates’ lies between the constellations
of Gemini and Taurus—next to Orion (see Figure 31)—and the
ather is on the opposite sidde of the ecliptic between the constella-
of Scorpio and Sagittarius (see Figure 52). The Farth has a
htwobble as it spins which causes the way we see the heaye:
to change eyelically over a periad of roughly 26,000 years. This
wobble is known s precession, and one of its most noticeable
effects is to change the sign of the zodiac that rises at the spring
equinox every 2160 vears. We are currently at the end of one sign,
Pisces, and about to enter the next, Aquarius. However, the eclip-
tic orsun's path through the heavens always intersects the Milky
Way at the same points regardless of precessional changes.
“Theidea that the Milky Way has two gates is not confined to the
Americas but was also part of the Pythagorean and Orphic
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Figure 52 The Scorpio Star-Cate’

tradition. In their remarkable essay on precession, Hamiet's Mill,
the late American Professor Giorgio de Santillanaand his German
colleague Hertha von Dechend followed this tradition on both
sides of the Allantic. They quote Macrobius™ who gives a fairly
clear account of the ‘gates’. Apparently he, and presumably at
leastsomeother Roman pagans, believed that souls ascend by way
of Capricorn and then, 50 that they can be reborn, o back down
again through the gatc of Cancer. This gate s in fact in Gemii; it
s only because of precessional changes that Macrobius labels it
Cancer.” De Santillana and vor Dechend go o to draw attention
to Amerindian myths from Honduras and Nicaragua which talk
about their “Mother Scorpion” dwelling at the end of the Milky
Way, and they cquate this with the ‘spirit star’ (Antarcs— Alpha
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slecping reports are o be believed, the time that Atlantis went
underthewaves (by his reckoning around 10,600 BC) was a period
of great turmoil in the world generally. It would seem that Egypt,
owing toits geographical location, was one of the few safe places
in the world, and it was therefore invaded not only by Atlanteans
from the west but also by other peoples from the east. These other
nevwcomers were white-skinned Aryans coming from the region
of Mount Araratin whatis now eastérn Turkey Because the native
inhabitants of the Nile Velley at thal time were Negroes and the
Atlanteans were mostly red, Egypt became something of a racial
melting-pot. Of the races, [he Allanteans, evidently, were the most
culturally advanced, and brought with them some of their
technology—including the ability to raise Jarge rocks and build
pyramids. However, the invaders from the east, according (0
Cayce, were the more dominant militarily, and it was they, under
their King Osiris, who took charge over the land. It would seem
that out of this strange brew arose  new civilization with a new
religion: an amalgam of the old animism of the black, :ndigenous
population, the religion of the Atlantcans erd that of Osiris and
his followers

Somelhing of this same story seems to have been preserved in
the Biblical story of the Flood, though in a rather garbled way. If
Moses, the purported author of Genesis, was born, raised and
schooled in Egypt, it seems likely that it was the Egyptian version
of theuniversal Flood legend he recorded. In Genesisitis said that
Noah's Ark settled on Mount Ararat an that he had three sons,
Shem, Ham and Japheth, the progenitors of three rces. If we
equale Noah with Osiris (according to Cayce an immigrant from
the Mount Ararat region), then his Biblical ‘sons’ can be seen to be
the three founding races of Egypt:the red-skinned Atlanteans, the
white Araratians, and the black Figyptians. This accords well with
the Cayce account, which records that Osiris ruled over a united,
multiraciel kingdom.

This, however, was notall that the ‘Sleeping; Prophet had losay
on the matter of the Atlanteans. In scveral of his readings he stated
that the survivars of the lost continent had brought with them
records relating to their eazlier history. These, he said, were care-
fully buried in a sccrel chamber somewhere near to the Great
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Sphinx, which stands guard like a sentinel over the Pyramids of
Giza. A second set of these records wes taken, he said, by other
survivors of the disaster to be buried somewhere in the Yucatan
atea of Mexico. Cayce claimed that prior to the destruction of
Atlantis, a priest called litar, with a group of followers from the
royal househald of Atlan, lcft Poscidia (the main island), and
made his way west to the Yucatan:

Then, with the leavings of the civilizatian in Atiantis (in Poscidia,
more specifically), ltarwith a group cf followers that had been of
the house of Atan, the followers of the worship o the ONF—with
some ten individuals—left this land Poseid:a, and came swestward,
entering what would now he.a portion of Yucaten. And there began,
with the activities f the peoples there, the developmentinto aciviliza:
tion that rose much in the seme manncr as that which Fad been in the
Atlantean land....

.. The first temples that were evected by lItar and his followers
were destroyed at the period of change physically in tae contours of
theland Thatnow being found, and a portior alrcady discovered that
has ain in waste for many centuries, was then a combination of those:
people from Mu, O and Atlantis

This is the closest that T have been able ta fird to 2 ‘St Patric
scenario, and it would seem to me that lifar {to give him his
Atlantean name) is the greal prophet tha the Maya later revered
as their teacher Zamna. According (o Cayce, besides the records
hidden near the Sphinx in Egypt, there were others brought to the
Yucatan by litar, and a third set stillin the heart of Atlantis itself
Ifwe could only lay our hands on these records, then perhaps we
would know for certain the truth about the origins of the Mayan
civilization and how they came to understand so much about
sunspot eycles,
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Chapter 4

‘The Mesican word zocil is derived from the Castillian sacle, which
means ‘base’ or ‘pedestal. Prior to its remaval following Mexican
independence, there was astatue of Charles 1V in the square. e base
remaincd for many decades after, boqueathing its name not enly ta
this plaza but o ofher city squares all over the county:

e steady sinking of churches and ofher notable buildings s cause
of greal alann and adds (o a sense of impermanence in a cily also
thrcatened by earinquskes.

Diego Rivera (1835-1957) is the most famous of Mexice's mural
atists, an art formn that goes beck tu Mayan times, His masterpreces
in the stairwell of #he presidential palace depict Mexico's painful
history from the foundation of the Aztec erpire and the Comng of
theeSpanish, o it revulufionary wars

Thisalterstoneepicts the Aztec goddess Coy ol ina dismen-
bered state It has beer suggested that she represents the Milky Way
(Karl Taube, Aztec and Maga Mitls, p 47)

Leopaldo Hatren was an excmilitiaman of the dictator Uoririn 1z
He was also the first Mexican-horn archacolagist and combined 2
professional scienlific nleres!in Mexico's pas with his own reasure-
hunting, Fie was among the first 1o recognize the tourist potential of
Teolihuacan and. therefore sel. aboul its restoration, ot always
sympathetically.

‘The Pyramic of the Sun is the secand largest in Mexico (exceeded
in size only by the Great yramid of Cholula. It stands 65 metres
high and at one fime had a temple on s summit making the total
height 75 metres, ls square base has sides of 225 metres—almost
the samae a5 the Great Pyramid of Giza in Tgypt, which has sides
ol 230,

The “feathered serpents” actually have Tather foguarish heads with
Inzge teeth, so perheps snake-jaguar would be a befter deseripfion.
See Kerl Taube, Astec omd Moy Myths, pp A1+

1hid, pas

Fronounced i theoe sharl vovwel saunds

Corles was given e title Marquessof the Oaxaca Valley by the King
of Spain.

% Ballcourts are tn be found all over Central America and even in the

southeen stales af the USA. The rules of the ball-game are not clear
but it seems to have involved striking 2 rubber ball with elbows and
ps thrigh a horizontally mounted stone ring, In later times, if ot
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cariier, the game ended with the rifual beheading of some of the
players as.a sacrifice to the sun god.

When Stephens and Catherwood visited the site in 1840, much of Uhe
stureo work wes stll intact. Unfortunately time, vandals and
souvenie-hunters have dane their worst, s that teday e romains
by way of decoration

The name Pacal mearss ‘shield and was one of the first hieroglyphs
tobe ranslated. His fullile s Makin Pacal, which means ‘Great Sun
Shield" See Michael D) Coe, Braking the Maya Code, pp.185-191
Penguin Books, 199+,

‘The remains of Pacal Took Like those of  tallwell-buill man wh ciect
at around the age of 40, Yet according to hieroglyphic evidence fie
lived to the ripe old age of 80 years and 158 days. His apparent
youthfulness is another puzzle for archacology.

Fossibly the goddess Chac Chel.

Dennis Tedlock itrans,J, Popol Vir, Touchstone, 1956, p.23.

Probably two of those sent hack to London by Maudsley ot the tuzn
of the century and depusited in the Victoria and Albert Museum.
The Maya, living in a jungle area, practised a svstem of slash-and-
bura crop rotation. This involves clearing an area uf jungle, tarming;
itfor two or three vears, and then leaving it falos for another 20 years
orso.Ttisnow being realized that far from beiang priniiv, this s the
cnly way to farm these arcas of high tropical rainfall withaut perma
mently destroying the fertlily of the land.

Chapter 5
" Onoursecond day in Mexico City there was a puld tremor measuring
about 5.2 on the Richter scale.

The Zapotista rebellion seems to be only ene aspect of 2 much wider
ycle of discontent in Mexico al the present lime focused on poliical
conmuption.

‘The meridian is an imaginary ine drawn in the sky trat ruas from
nosth to south. As the Farth Lirns, so all elestial bodies appear torise
inthe castand set in the west, They reach their highest declination a5
they cross the meridian.

Flow Cortes and ks fow husured Spaniards managed to defeat thou-
sands of Aztecs, themselves skilled warriars, is one of the mysteries of
history. Thaugh he did have allies from other tribes, it seems the
Astecs were already resigned (o their fate, and this greatly aicied him
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him in a palanquin for nearly 70 miles to the presumed location
of this lost city. There, completely overgrown with jungle
vegetation, was a most astonishing sight, Palenque.

Overlaoking the green floodplain of Usumacintz, this aban-
doned city with ts pyramids, temples and palaces made of white
limestone stands at the foot of a chein of low hills all covered in
zain forest. Here brightly-coloured macaws and parrots fly over
thetreetopsand the how] of monkeys can be heard in the distance,
n this magnificent setting the Maya built their most impressive
city, one which to this day contains many soctets and puszles for
archacologists and historians alike. Father Ordofie. wrote of his
findings inamonograph entitled A History of the Creation of Heaven
and Earth. He atiempted o explain the ruirs, which he called the
Great City of Serpents, in terms of local myths. He claimed that
Palenque had been built by people who came from the Atlantic
led by a man called Votan, whose symbol was the serpent.

This story of Votan had been contained in a Quiché Maya book
bumt by the bishop of Chiapas, Nufies de la Vega, in 1691,
Fartunately the bishop had copied part of the book before com-
milting it o the flames, and it was from this copy that Friar
Ordofiezhad obtained his story. According tothe book, Votan had
arrived inthe Americas with a retinue of followers dressed in long
robes. The natives had been friendly and submitted to his rule, the
strangers marrying their daughters. Though he had bumt the
original book, Bishop Nufies was sufficiently interested in the
stary to take seriously a report in it hat Votan had placed x sccret
treasure in a dark, subterranean house. Searching his whole dio-
cose for this treasure he eventually found what he presumed was
i, ordering its guardians to surrender what turned out to be no
more than a few lidded clay jars, some green stones (probably
jade) and some manuscripts. These last he promptly bumt in the
‘marketplace along with Votan’s book

According to the capy that came into the hands of Friar
Ordonez, Votan made four lrips backwards and forwards across
the Atlantic to his old home called Valum Chivim. This the friar
identified as the city of Tripoll in Phoenicia. The implication, then,

was that Votan was a Phoenician sailor who had discovered the
Americas perhaps two millennia or more before Columbus.

The Mysterious Maya 19

According to the legend, on at least one of his voyages back home
Votan visited a great city where a temple was under construction
that would reach to heaven, though it would be doomed to lead
to a confusion of languages. Bishop Nufics, writing in his own
book Constitutiones Divcesianos de Chigpas, was sure that the city
Votan musthave visited was Babylon with ts famous tower, given
that the real tower of Babel was a ziggurat and that Babylon was
the greatestcity on Earth at the time of the sea-faring Phoenicians,
this was a tempting idea. The 7iggurats of Mesopotamia were
stepped pyramids with crowning temples, and were very similar
in design to the pyramids at Palenque, so this was not as fanciful
asuggestion as it sounds.

Following Ordofier's discovery, an official survey of the ruins
was ordered and a captain of artillery, Don Antonio del in, was
ordered to carry it out. He set teams of natives to work cutting
‘back the jungle with machetes to reveal one extraordinary build-
ing after another. One of his assistants made drawings of the
buildings and casts of the stucca reliefs, which were exceptionally
beautiful. Del Riothought the buildings might have been the work
of the Romans and quoted other authorities who claimed that in
ancient times North America had been visited by Kgyptians,
Greeks, Britons and others,

The report, sent back to Madrid, met with clerical opposition
and was quietly buried in the archives. All was not quite lost,
though, for a copy of it had been made and lodged in Guatemala
City. This was edited by an ltalian, Dr Paul Felix Cabrera, who in
his own foreword cancluded that Carthaginians must have gone
to America before the First Punic War (264 BC) and interbred with
native girls to produce the race of Olmecs. This amended version
of del Rio's report eventually found its way to London and into
the hands of a bookseller, Henry Berthoud. He had it translated
and published it under the titie Description of the Ancien! City
Discovered Near Falenque. This weas the first published report on the
ruins of Palenque, and as usual it took ar. outsider to get it into,

rint
e yoass tha ollived s iher Busopesh adveniinets
made their way to Palenque to investigate the fabled ruins for
themselves. Maximilien Waldeck, a former pupil of Jacques
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Figure 23 Tlale, tial fire and rain

was the god Tonatiuh, shawn as on the Aztec Calendar Stone with
his tongue paking out, symbalizing that he gave life. One import-
ant difference was that unlike the Aztec Toratiuh, who wes shown
with a full setof tecth in his open mouth, this god had mostof his
teeth missing. He seemed 0 have worn them away, implying the
end of his age (sce Figure 24).

Between the figures representing Chalchiuhtlicue and Ehecatl
therewasashapeon theLid whichatone level scemed torepresent
the Tree of Life or suckling tree. At the centre of it was a cr
however,and Cotterell wasinnodoubt thatitsignified thesun—as
it does in many cultures throughout the world (see Figure 25)

By discerning meaning in the images of the gods inseribed on
the Lid he had broken (he first code. The Lid of Palenque, though

&®

Figure 24 Tonatiuh, sun god

ice Cotterell in Mexico
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3740 years) betweer: AD 440 and 813, and thit cosmic ray bombardment
of the Earth's magnetosphere during this change-over period—as
against earler and subsequent activlly—was greatly increased. Cosnic
rays are generally harmiul o life on Easlhy an incrense in rays
corresponds Lo an increase in fhe harm caused 10 organisins

Tonizing radiations have the ity 1o eject elec
matter through which tcy pass, leaving in their wake positively- of
negatively-charged atoms. Lhese radiations may be absorbed by the
body through fre hungs (the ar viebreathe), through the bones, Inrough
the isotrupic element strontium absorbed in food, or directly from
gamina rays 0r X-rays. When these radiations pass through matter, the
atoms in their path become exciled in sympathy with he cadiation
frequency. Flectrams may be s disturbed s f0 eject from 3 normall
stable orbitfurlher (rom the ncleus or in the extreme, o efec from the
atom leaving bohind an fonized ator, lonized afoms e known b be
extremely chemically reactive.

Nollecules within  iving cell exposed 10 ionizing radiations are thus
subject Lo chemical change, amd such changes occur very quickly m the
genetic material DNA after energy absorption, Teading to genetic
nutation and potential physical detirmity

Now any increased bombard ment by cosmic rays ceurs wit
Lareffect n the equsturial regions between 10 and 20 degrees north and
souith because vt the perpendicular incidence of rays at this point with
the surfacc of the Herth. At the same time the sun's magneic ficld
reversed for the first time in 3740 years, ani this may have affected the
Earth's ma allowiag ever, more penetration by casmic rays
(Rayat At When the Larths magnetic ild undergoes
wersal the absence of a magnelosphere may allows casmic rays to enter
the atmasphere unchecked ).

“ans from atorms in

tosphere

Appendi

The Dancers
In Monte Alban, sear Oaxaca abouit 200 miles from Palenque), there is
a serics af carvings named The Dancers’ becase archaslogist inn-
agined hat the strange depiction of ‘deformed human positions related
tomadily contortions theough movement and dance. Upon loser inspos
Lions one ast e tha the seriesof carvings depicts various defornations
in humans, many oceurring during childbirts (5ec Figure A16)

Mayan prediction
What is intrigaing ebout the Maya decling, as against all the others,
that the Maya scomed to have heer oxpocting a solar magnelic revereal
uring the period of decline. and they seem fo have anticipated the
effects of the reversal —increased bombardment frorn sclar rays, and
consequent increesed infant moetality and limately extinction

In 1880 & ibrarian in the Iorary of Drcsder, Emst Forstemann, an-
nounced the results of many years' investigation it the mezning of one
af the oldest surviving Maya bark bools,the Dresdr Codes (ramed after
thelibrary where it was deposiled). AL the coreof the astonuniical exts,
suggested Firstemann, was the Maya preoccupation swith the 260-day
eyele.Some ave commented that s endlessly repeating chain of days
brars no cortespundence sith any celestial thythn'. However, we have
noted that this cycle relates tothe sun's overlapping polar and equatorial
magnelic fields, as was pointect out ia Appendix 4. But recognition of
his cyele wos only made pessible sing the most modern of astronomi-
cal abservatians that have resultel directly from space traveland spa
age observations over the pust fese years 5o hw could the Maya ove
possibly understond the Imparfance, or existence, of thi cydle which
itselfcan be used to calculate, it s, e i of (for the Maya) th
next solar magmetic revarsal?

Terstomann noted that a leest“Give” fll pages in the Dresden Codex
are concerned with the pusitions of the planet Venus. Ofers have
commentes that the most curiaus feature of the Venus tables i the
number 1,366,560 days, referred (0 &5 ‘the Birthclate of Venuy', whichis
solat 10 August 3113 BC. Elsenhere we nate that this 1,366,360-day
period may be casily calculared by using the 260-day cycle, and
curously—and more imporlantly-—if we count 1,366,560 days forward.
from the beginningof the Maya calendas we arrive at AD627—thecxact
centreof the solar magretic shit that caused e May dectine.
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Figure 19 The suan’s sarped newiral hect

thatnot enough was known of the true shape of the sun's magnetic
feld to construet 2 working model, and therefors his theories were
invalid. However, since the data that Cotterell was working wit
and which he had used as the basis for his arguments had in fact
come from them in the first place, this seemed a lame excuse. O
course the sun’s field and the shape of the warped neutral sheet
are more complex than the idealized farms given in textoooks, but
ane has to start someswhere and science is full of assumptions and
simplifications without which no progress in knawledge could be
made. If these journals were truly the open organs of modern
research that they claimed (o be, then surely they would want to
present these nevw idcas o a wide audience and encourage the sort
of debate that could lead to further elucidation. Reading their curt
replics he couldn’t help but wonder whether their real reason for
Tejecting his articles was nothing to do with his science but that he
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wasn't an acknowledged astronomical academic. Undeterred, he
pressed on with his researches, which now took on a new and
unexpected direction.

Sunspots and the Maya

Cotterell had come a long way now from his initial studies of
astrology and the solar wind What had begun as a relatively
simple theory concerning human behaviour had broadened out
into a much larger study of the mechanics behind the sunspot
cyele. He had had no idea al the start o a1 of his researches that
this would be the outcome, but he now scemed o have stumbled
‘upon something far more exciting, though perhaps rather worry-
ing, To summarize, the time periods of the sun that seemed to
matter were

a) 87.4545 days (1 bi) = the period of time the sun's two
magnetic Felds take to come back to their starting positians
relative to one another;

5) 8 bits = 699,64 deys (1 microcycle);

<) 48 bits = 419781 days = 11.49299 years;

d) 781 bits = 68,302 days or 187 years (1 sunspot cycle);

©) 97 x 68,302 days = 18,139 years (1 complete cycle of the
warped neutral sheet).

This last period and its subdivisions now interested him more
and more. Breaking it down into its constituent parts he could see:
that there were five time periods included in it which corre-
sponded with changes in polarity of the sun's magnetic field and
the shifting of the warped neutral sheet, These were given b

1) 19 187 years = 1,297,738 days
2) 20 187 years = 1,366,040 dar
3)19x 187 year

4) 19 x 187 years = 1,297,738 d
5)20x 157 years = 1,366,040 days

It was this last period of 1,366,040 days that was in Cotterell’s

mind when he first read about the Mayan super-number of
1,366,560 days recorded in the Dresden Coder. Itseemed too similar
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well as scholarship, the Description caused a sturm thzougout
Eurape, particularly on account of s wonderful lusteations

The Kosetts Stone, which was found near Alexandria in 179 by an
officer in Napolean's army, proved 40 be the key in interpreting
Egyplian hieroglyphs. Ihis s because i recorded the same piec of
toxt i throe languages: Grock, Demtic (3 ater version of [ gypian
welting] and Hicroglyphic. Assuming thal the language of ancient
ggptwas similar to modorn day COptc, it was possitle tomake an
educated guess al the leliers and sounds the hieroglyphs stood for
and hence begin the process of decoding ancient Egy pian. The Ru-
sotta Stone is neny i the British Museurm, London.

Possibly as early as 2000 BC

Mayanologists secm fa be in twa minds s5out whether the Maya
unlerstood tht the year was slightly longer than 363 days. On the
ome hand they falk always about the ‘vague year’, bt on the other
they indicate that the Maya sere able t0 make accusate Loogterm
measurermints oftime. While n Meico, s old by s guide that the
Maya used to adjust their calendar by 13 days very 52 years, the
equivalent o putting in 13 leap days in one g

Tt shauld more properly be called a half.co

als0 used a double 52-year period of 103 years.
1tis likely that the Long Caun: was invented by the Olmees.

5ir Eric Thompson, who died in 1975, seemns o gel a mixed press fran:
his former colleages, On the one hand he s praised for his wark on
fxing the dates of the Long Count calendar, ut heis elso damned for
the way he held back research on the deciphering of Mayan hiero-
glyphs.

Ruvfcombs, as they are knwn, are a special Mayan device which
seom to have had 2 dual function. On the ane hand, by providing
vertical pressure. rooi~comb would slabilize a corbelled arch, and on
the ather hand, f holcs were cut n i, it could provide » convenient
way for observing ransiling stas and planets

“The Maya were not so much interested in the arzow of tizie—pasi,
present, future—but n eyeles of repesifion. The: movements of the
‘moon anct planets were cyclical, and heir mutual relationships
formed eyl o fonser duration. 1 was liese Jonz-term cyeles, o
pressed numerolngically, that formed the core o their astronomical

¥ because the Azies

Notes

1

Chapter 3

* See, for exaraple, Fyan Hadingham, Farly Mas and the Cosn
pp 26-227
2 Jeff Mayo s currently one of the sworld s leading astrologers and the
authorof a nuuber of textbooks on the subject.
Professor Hans Tysenck is best known for his work un human
intelligence
Astrolugers divide the 12 signs ofthe zodiacinto four groups of three
tepresenting the elements fire ar, wafer ond eath, in order of den-
. Fireenc sie are consicere actve elements while weter end careh
re paseive
“There is consideruble confusion on s point but in reelity it is
simple- As the Farn makes its annual pilgsimage around the sun,
<o the latter appears to spend six months in the northen hemisphere
and six in the southern. The date when the sun crosses from south
o north s the spring equinex and, regardless of the starey sky, is
called 0 Aries
Not liezally. One should never Jook direelly al the sun because it
may cause biindness —the sun's image should be projected, using a
Ielescope, onto 3 pioce af white card.
I 1995 we are currently i period of low sunspot actvity
Sece At ofte Solr System, Mitchell Beazley, 1955,
“This Greoretical mechanism for solar magnetic belavionris kiown a5
the Bahcock-Leightun model
James Ven Allen, a distrgzwshesd American scientist
Thee s is largely compuneedof hycdrogen, which i its noenal stormic
sate s compusestof ane proton and one clectron.
 Daily Mas, 16 Dexenber 1956
BEC radio scation for British Forces Posted Overseas
An independent radio station for London
These included Professor 1 ] Lysenck, Dr Geufrey Dea and D
Michacl Ash.
Early Man ar the Cosmes by Evan Hadingham, Wiliam Heines
L
The Temple of the Cross is the kargest of @ group of lasee pyramid-
temples believeri o have been raised by Chan Bablun (Snake Jguas).
the son of Pacal. I g its name from it principa frieze (the uriginal
fsmos n the Arthropalogical Museum at Moxico City) which depicts
Chan Bahlun and Pacal either sidof 2 large crose.

)
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entrance pillars to a temple. These were always topped off with
an Lshaped tail that included a stylized ratte. Elsewhere on the
walls of temples there were feathered serpent’s head masks from
which human heads popped aut (see Figure 39). wondered if this
implied the snakes were giving birth to these people, who were
perhaps initiated priests. | had seen similar masks at Uxmal and
<omehow they seemed highly significant. Clearly there was some-
thingin this and it had to have a connection with the Quetzalcoatl
religion, butas yet | didn't undersiand 1t

Returning to the Pyramid of Kukulcan, it is now well esiab-
lished that it has, as Landa suggests, a cosmological significance.
The choice of 91 steps to each side, with one extra at the top o
reachthetemple, isno accident: they clearly represent the 365 days
of the year. Furthermore, the orienting of the Pyramid Lo the four
cardinal dircctions was also for definite reasons. Landa tells us in
his book that the Maya of the Yucatan used to carry out special
New Year festivals that varied year by year. The 20 names for the
daysof their months were grouped into four setsof five. The initial
one of each group was used to determine what he calls the

Figure 35 Ecathered serpent witit aeian heod coming from it mouit
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“Dominical letter’ of the year and the directi
itwas associated. He writes:

ial god with which

Among the mulsitude of gods worshipped by these people were fou:
whom they calledt by the name Bacab. These were, they <ay, four
brothers placed by God when he created the wworld at it four comners
to sustain che heavens lest they fall They also say that these Bacabs
escaped when the world was destroed by the Deluge. Ta cack of
taese they give other names, and they mark the four points of the
world where God placed them holcing up the shy, and alsoassign one
ofthe four Daminical letters ta each, and Lo the place he occupies;also
they signalize the misfortuncs or blessings tha are to happen in the
year belonging to cach of these, and the accompanying letters.*

Later he tells us how it was the custom in each Yucatan town to
have two heaps of stones at each of its four gates facing the
cardinal directions. It was at these that ceremonics were carried
out to drive away demers prior to ushering in the New Year.
Given the calendrical significance of the steps on the Quetzalcoat]
Pyramid and the orientation to the cardinal directions, it seems
obvious that this building was meant to symbolize the central
pivotor shatt of the world around which the universe tums. Yet
ithas another amazing feature that was never witnessed by Landa
because it wes discovered only affer the building ad been rc-
slored during the 20th century. Twice a year, at the equinoes, the
sun plays an amazing trick, which must have seemed like a
miracle to anyone not initiated into its secrets. Durirg the after-
moon on these two days, shadows are cast on he balustrades
which take the form of moving serpents gliding down the side of
the pyramid. We can only speculate on what tais symbolized, but
peraaps it seemed 1o the onlooker as though some magical,
ghostly Quetzalcoatl were in a sense coming back o life
The'serpent does nat have the building entirely to himself,
however. Just as in Teotihuacan the Pyramid of Quetzalcoatl was
found to contain an inner structure complete with alternating
heads of their twochief gods, so this pyramid also shows evidence
of having been rebuilt on more than one occasion. Archacological
investigation has revealed a hidden staircase underneath the pres-
ent auter skin that leads upwards o an internal chamber. Con
fained in this is a remarkable throne in the form of a red-painted






index-196_1.jpg
332 The Mayan Prophecies

Hadinghar F, iarly Mt o the Costios, Wi Heinemann, 1953
Horrison B, Mystevious Regicrs, Aldus Books, 1973
Hapgood €, Earth's Shiting Crue, hiladelphia/Chilton, 1955
Heyendehl T, The Ra Cupeifons, George Allen & Unwwin, 1671
Warld Atasof Mistries, Wan Collins & Son, 1978
Tvanoif P, Mmaments of Civibsation Mayn, Casscll, 1972
Kemp & Cel Diisian & Herdity, Edward Armold, 1970
Lamb I, Climae, Pist Present ind Fuire, Methaen & Co, 1977
1 ancaster Brown P, Astrrcny in Colaur, Co & Wyman Lid, 1979
Landa D de, Rélacors e s coss e Yuestan, zans, W Gates, Paver, 1978
Lawience C, . Edward Amold, 1971
Mayal, Astrolugu, Pengain, 199:
McElhinny M W, Painevmagnetisn and Plate Tectomics, Cambridge, 1
Mitton (L), Camrige Evcylopurdiaaf A=tronorey, Jorathan Cape, 1977
Moore P, Munt G, Nicolsan |, Cattermole P, The Al of fe Star Sustr,
Mitchell Beazley, 1954
Moore P, The Gunncss Book of Astromerey, Guinness, 1979
Morley 5 G, An Iitraduction o Maga Hicroglyols, Dover Press, 1975
Muck O, The Secret of Atlantis, Callins, 1976
Manoz |, The Volley of Oaaca,Salvat, 1992
Nicolkon . Grusiy, Black ol and the Unioerse, David & Charles, 1980
Nicolson I, The S, Mitchell Beazley International, 1951
Pearson R, Climute i Eveiution, Acadeanic Press, 1978
Plato, The T, Periguin. Books, 1963
Price R H, Glickstein M Rotley RI1, Prcipies of Pycliclogy, 155 College,
1982
Repetto Tiot Cardonas RV
o Vicatan, T Salval,
Rubio A B, Offcal Cuide, U, InahvSalvat, 1963
Santillana G de, Dechend 11 vor. Hamicts M, Gambit, 1969
Sten M, Codice of Mewicw, Panorama, 1957
Stephens 1L  Tracel i Yicatin (2 Vols.), Dover, 1963
Taube K, Azt & Maya My, Drtish Museun Press, 1993
Todlock D teans.), Popel Vi, Touchstone, 1955
Tornkins ', Mysterics f e Mo s,
Velikovek Uphenos, NY Focket Books, 1977
Velikovskyl, Worlis i Callion, BCA, 1973
Ward K, The Liing Clcks, Callins, 19
Westuwuod ] (B, The s of Miser
Whie ], Pole Shifl, AR Press, 1993
Wilson C (Fd), The Bk of T, Westbridige Book

e Nurth

saste BQ, Negron T G, (fcial

&

INDEX





index-57_1.jpg
93 The Mayan Prophecies

agreed that Maurice had definitely hit on something important
‘with his decoding of the Lid. She was convinced that the work was
worthy of further investigation but warned him that there would.
be obstacles. Not everyone would be in favour of what he was
saying, if only because it was novel He should expect opposition
from the archacological establishment, a body which from the
time of the dictator Porfirio Dizz has had enormous influence on
Mexican affairs. Not yet clear just what this warning meant,
Cottercll carried on with his tour and went to visit wo leading
Mexican banks as well as several publishers who had expressed
interest in his work as outlined in the press. Both groups were
extremely supportive and assured him that publication of the
work, whether for private distribution to esteemed clients of the
bank or as a commercial proposition o the general public, was
guaranteed. It would be a formality to put together a concrete
proposal, and then it would be a matter of drawing up contracts.

Before returning to England Cotterell made anvsher journey o
the pyramids of Palenque. This time he noticed something else,
something quite disturbing. On the occasion of his first visit he
had been so overwhelmed by the general impressions of Mexico
and the sheer mysteriousness of thesite that he had ret really paid
much attention to the state of the monuments themselves. Now,
walking around the sitc in a more objective and detached frame
of mind, he could see how they were suffering from the effects not
only of mass tourism but more damagingly from the Mexican oil
boom. The ance pristine, white limestane of the pyramids and
palaces were now stained black by the aily soot produced by the
efineries only a few milks zo the north in the swampy margins of
the Gulf of Mexico.

The oil beom of the 1970s following the OPEC embargo has had
adevastating effect notonly on the nature of the region of Tabasco
but also on its archacological heritage. Many Olimec remains such
as basalt heads, sculptures and indeed a whale mosaic have been
‘moved from their original site o1 the island of La Venta to a park
af the same name in the provincial capital of Villahermaosa. Here
they are arranged in a sart of outdoor archacological museum
where visitors can walk around and look at the sculptures in a
semidungle setting. Meanwhile the sites from which these
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precious artefacts have been taken are explaited for their oil, all
other archacological traces being erased in the process.

The impact of the oil industry, probably the most powerful in
the world and certainly of crucial importance to the Mexican
economy, can scarcely be overestimated. While it has undeniably
brought wealth to what were once malarial swamps, its side-
cffects have been quite catastrophic. The acid rain produced by
Villahermosa and othe cities is eating steadily into the limestone
of Palenque, and alrcady many inscriptions are becoming hard to
read. Itis, however, set to grow further—once oil has been found,
history shows that nothing will be allowed to stand in the way of
its extraction. Drilling has recently taken place at Palenque, within.
a hundred yards of the Pyramid of Inscriptions itself. Coterell
could only sighand pray that things would gono further. Yetwith
so many hungry mouths ta feed, it is not surprising that the
Mexican government gives the oil industry a high priority. Reve-
nues from tourism, though important for the economy, are tiny
compared with that generated from black gold. As long as this
continues, antiquities will remain under threat, With (he collapse
of the Mexican peso and the risk of political meltdown owing to
high-level corruption, the threat toarc haeological monuments can
anly become greater

With fresh resolve to draw the attention of the wrld to the
plight of Mayan monuments, Cotterell packed his bags and setoff
back to England. He condensed his ideas concerning the overlays
and the Lid of Palenque into a two-volume work entitled The
Amazing Lid of Palengue, which he published at his own expense,
lodging a copy as required with the British Library. Now even if
the academics didn't like his theories they would at least be
available to future rescarchers. He also went over the heads of the
establishment, directly contacting the Mai! on Sunday. Like the staff
on the Mexican breakfast program, they were enthusiastic about
his ideas and printed a long piece with the heading THE MAN
WHO BROKE THE CODE OF MAYA CARVING, It was this piece
that brought him to my attention and which indirectly led to out
collaboraticn on the present book. However, it was not the Lid of
Palenque or Cotterell's discoveries using acetate overlays that
really attracted me: it was his remarkable work relating sunspot
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the Twelve Astrological Types

Investigation into Uhe tadiation eritied by the sun shows that it changes
every manth. It also shows that there art four ditferent types of radia-
tiun, which follow each olner in a net sequence a month at a time. This
seqience of solar radiation comesponds in many ways with tie
oullennia-old cosmological view that there are four primary
“elements’ bire, Fart, Alr and Water—which somehow hold swey
over peaple’s dispositians and moods on 3 monthly bisis throughout
the year, comosponding t the twelve codiacal personalities
distinguished by astrologers

The evidence for tae ‘montidy’ fluctuation in solar radiation is
complex, but not difficult ta understond

‘The rotational period uf the san at 15 equator is the cquivalent of 26
Farth-days. During i 26-'day duration the Larth moves approximalely
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2hderees through s annual orbitaround the sun, and because it doss so,
fr0m a point of reference on the Farth's surface the sun's rotation actually
appears (o take 25 Earlh-days

If the four diféerent types of solar equatorial magnetic field are num
bered 110 4, and 1 and 3 are said Lo be negative, and 2 and 4 positive, il
means that all foue fields are exposed to the Farth's susface for en equal
fime every 28 days—that i, the Earth is showered with solar particles of
& polarity that alerates between negative and positive every 7 days.

Bt the polac regions of the sun rotate much more skowly-— cvory
days, onthe solar surface. This means that an observer standing on earth
secsthe polar field sweep trrough 90 degrees of the eguatorial feld every
month.

e e s e o i ot bt st e o et LS B

Figuns 2

i

As the pole impinges upan the equalorial feld it disturbs both the field
and the particle emissions from that Held. Every month the next equsto-
rial field is affectect. 1f we nmber the four fields (ax above], we can kevp
track of the resulfing inferaction.

During the first mont, field nurrber | is neutralized, so v cbserve
only the remainiag ficlds.

Dol elds observed from Earth
IS 3 5

1 3 Actudisolar eutputmorith 1

> 2

v 3

v i H

Figure A
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43 Architectural aesign based o Crotalus ot Ei Tajin

in the way that a composer might write a symphony based on a
simple melody (see Figure 4). Don José assured me that this was
s0,and that not only was this the case in architecture but i all the
other arts too, including even the simple embroidery on the cos-
tumes of pezsants. This explanation made sense to me, for the
preponderance of igrags in Indian design had to owe its origin
to something importan, and the inspiration for it had to be
something in the eavironment: why not the skin of a rattlesnake?
This, hawever, was just the beginning. Don Jos¢ proceeded to
show me heww the Crotalus pattern ss in fact made up of interlock-
ing individual squares, and that each of these contains a cross-
shape. It was this simple design of the cross within the
square—which he has named the canamayte pattern (sce
Figure 43)—that made this rattlesnake so sacred to the Maya. It
was also the basis of their science, or it taught them geometry.
Studying the canmayte pattern, | could sce how this
certainly have been an important inspiration behind the develop-
‘ment of notjust Mayan but all American Indian architecture. Laid
flat, the mostnatural thing would be loorientate the square in such
away thatits sides pointed towards the four cardinal points. This
would mean that the cross would also be directed in this way. The
natural way of expressing this in three dimensions would be as a
pyramid, oriented to the points of the compass and witha staircase
sanming down the centre of cach of its three sides. This is exactly
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e,

Figure 44 Zapotec mosaic frons Mitla clowds, raivs and lighting

how many of the pyramids of the Maya and others were in fact
built, the mostobvious example being the Chichen [tza Temple of
Quetzalcoat! itself, which 1 had visited only the previous day
More complicated sites, such as the hilltop of Monte Alban, were
designed on cananiayte principles, again involving orientation to
the cardinal points but this lime using multiple squares. In his
books, and particularly in one called The Geametry of the Maya and
their Rattlesnake Ari, Don José supplies a series of diagrams
showing how the canmayte was probably used to define not just
the floor-plan of buildings but their elevations too. Turned on its
side and on ane comer, the profile of the canamayte, mace out o!
the scales of a snake, closely resembles the steps of a pyramid in
profile, Other architecrural features, such as the cross-sections of
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THE ATLANTEAN CATACLYSM

The History of the Five Ages

After comparing Ceyce's accounts of Adlantis with what Don José
Diaz Bolio had told me concerning the Yucatan origins of the
rattlesnake cult, | now feltina position to dzaw some conclusions.
1 was beginning o understand how the process of cultural trans-
ference had occrred in Central America and, more importantly,
how the rise and fall of civilizations corresponded with Maurice
Cotterell's ages of the sun. | was sure that Maurice was right in
seeing the Aztec account of previous ages, as given in the Leyenda
delos soles," as being more than just a myth. Each of the ages of the
sun could be interpreted in terms of historical events—including,
it seems, the story of Atlantis. T was now keen to put this all
together and produced the following summary of what may have
been the sequence of events in Mexico spanning the five ages
Ifwe accept that there had indeed once beer.a powerful civiliza-
tion living on a collection of islands in the Alantic, then it is not
unreasonable to suppose that the location of this Atlantis may
have been—at least in part—what we now call the West Indies.
Cayee himself asserted that the chief Atlantean islanc, which he
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called Poseidia, had existed in the region of what is now Bimini
Atoll. This small pair of islands stand on the opposite sidc of the
Florida Straits from Miami. They also lic at the northwest end of
the Great Bahama Bank, an extensive area of shallow waters to the
north of Cuba. If Cayce’s account is to be believed, it would seem
that the islands of Bimini are merely mountaintups of what was
onceamuch more extensiveisland embracing this bank as well as
other neighbouring islands and shallows. If this is the case,
Possidia would have been at least as large an island as Cuba is
today (see Figure 62).

The fall of Poseidia occurred, according to Cayce, at a date
around 10,500 BC (give or take  few centuries) and, their original
homeland being inundated by the sea,’ some émigrés made their
way west to the Yucatan region of Mexico. These survivors, he
says, were from the royal house of Allan and were led by 1 priest

i
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e
TAinic

S N

Figure 62 Map of possibie Poseitia”
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Big ears of Pacal

Tonatiun

Bird

Lord Pacal (dying)

B(i), {ii) and (i} together depict a cartoon icon with
folded hands upon the chest, bare feet, closed eyes
and big ears’. Biv) shows an icon of a bird with open
wings. B(v) shows an icon resembling Tonatiuh, the
Sun-God, with the circle of the sun on his forehead
Finally. above this, are shown shapes resembling
wo human ears.

A8 Additional border composite

A9 The death and
rebirth of Lord Pacal.
This shows the rebirth of

tie spiri as a baby
Quetzal bird (Lord Pacal
becomes Quet

leoutl)

The bat lands upon the
mouth and nose of Lord
Pacal causing suffocation
of Lord Pacal. These
scenes may be interpreted
as the dying moments of
Lord Pacal as he was
visited by the god of death
who took away his breath
Attne top centre of the
composite picture we can
see a baby Quetzal bird
holding a chain in its beak
On the chain hangs the
mark of Quetzalcoat, the
Coneh shell. We may thus
interpret this as represent-
ing the rebirth of Lord
Pacal as the spirit of
Quetzalcoatl. This ‘bat-
mark'of death can be seen
on ather artefacts.






index-7_1.jpg
Acknowledgements

Thanks to Michael Mann, Chairman of Flement Books, who
proposed we get together to write the book; to John Baldack, whe
seems to have grasped the essence of The Mayan Propheries in &
remarkably short time and seamlessly edited it; and to everyone
clse at Element, without whose contribution this book would
never have come into print. Finally, thanks fo my wife, Dee
Gilbert, who offered enormous encouragement and support, and
wha took many of the photographs.

Adrian Gilbert

By way of acknowlcdgement et me thank all those who paved the
way for this remarkable story, among them, Jeff Maya and Dr
Hans Eysenck for their carly work on astrological dispersion and
personality obscrvations; James Van Allen and fellow engineers
and scientists at NASA who in 1962 engineered the Mariner Il
Spacocratt, which in turn detected the sectored structure of the
solarwind; toastronomer lain Nicolson for his behavioural obser-
Vations of solar wind interaction with the Farth; to Dr A R Liebof
of Oakland University USA for his work on magnetic fields and
mutations in cells; and to Dr Ross Adey, White House Medical
Advisor USA, for his dedication and work on the effects of
Tmagnelic ficlds on living organisms. Tinally, special thanks lomy
wife, Ann Cotterell, for her hard work, encouragement and
support

Maurice Cotlercll

Prologue

On the morning of 12 September 1993 1 was sitting ir the kitchen
of my colleague, Robert Bauval, discussing final changes to our
forthcoming book The Oricn Mystery. We had been warking
closely together on this project for nearly a year and had just
attended a conference withall of our publishers' sales taff. Elated
by the reception we had received and et exhausted by lack of
sleep, we were doing our best to unwind over the Sunday papers.
s I flicked through one or other of them, my eye was almost
immediately caught by an article written by a Michael Robotham.
Over pietures of a crumbling palace, a pyramic and a harrifying
sculpture of a bat god *HE 1AS SOLVED A CENTURIES-OLD
MYSTERY’ was writlen in capitals. Below the palace and above
another picture, this one showing a man ike Indiana Jones emerg-
ing From the jungle and holding a stone sleb towards the camera,
‘was abanner headline: THE MAN WHO BROKE THE CODE
MAYA CARVING'. By now not a Litlle intrigued as to what this
was all about, 1 pulled up a chair and settied down to read the
article.

Itturned out that the palace and pyramid shown in the pictures.
are located in a remote area of southwest Mexico at a place called
Palenque. This was one of a number of cities built by the Mayz, a
highly gifted people yet one whose civilization suddenly co
Iapsed at some time in the 9th century AD. Though their descen-
dants continue to farm the hills further to the north, Palenque and
their other low-lying cities were abandoned to the jungle, to be
lost under a canopy of fast-growing climbers and trees. The man
in the picture, the one who had apparently broken the ‘Maya
code’, was a certain Maurice Cotterell and the stone slab he was
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out the same technique of building an image by overlapping, he
found something else. In the micle of this border isa human face
with a curious ‘banana’ on ifs nose. To remove the banana it was
necessary to push the two noses together (see Figures 20 and 30)
Now, looking at the larger image of the Lid, it was clear that
thercis a similar banana on the nose of its central image (ser Figure:
31).What would happenif he pushed two of these images together
in such a way that the bananas disappeared on these images too?
Carefully juggling the images and twisting them round so that the
two faced each other, he slid them together to remave the banara.

|

@‘L

S
s

Figure 29 “Banaua’ nase border

Maurice Cotterell in Mexi

Figure 30 ‘Banana’voses together

Incredible as it seems, this too produced a meaningful image
Suddenly he was able to se the looming image of a bat hovering
where the tyo faces met isce Plate 23). In fact there were two bat
images: one flying face-on towards the onlooker, and the other
scen from the rear and flying away.

Figure 31 Figare froms contre of Lid with ‘banana’ on nose
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remained: did they? In his fascinating book Anerica B.C, first
published in 1976 and zevised in 1989, Harvard Professor Bary
Fell presented startling evidence that America has indeed been
repeatedly visited end settled by peoples from Continental
Europe and Africa from as far back as 5000 BC until relatively
recent times (some 1000 years before Columbus). Unfostunately,
many archacologists and historians, for reasons more to do with
national pride than with science, refuse to acknowledge the
mounting evidence that this is indeed the case. For example,
although Roman amphorac have been discovered at Guanabara
Bay, on the sea-bed off the coast of Brazil, the authorities have
refused to allow a full investigation to take place. Similarly,
Roman coins dated to around AD 373 have been found on abeach
at Beverly, Massachusetts’ but archacologists continue to insist
these must have belonged to an unknown, modern collector who,
i they are to be believed, must have been exceptionally careless.
In1972 further Puric (thatis, Carthaginian) amphorae were found
off the coast of Honduras in Central America.” Permission 1o
investigate the wreck from which they came was again refused,
this time because it was felt that to acknowledge such a thing
would bean atfron to the memory and reputation of Christopher
Columbus.Given this kind of attitudein academiccircles,itislitdle
wonder that our knowledge of ancient contacts between the Old
and New Worlds is so scant

Equally contentious are finds of Carthaginian and Celtic in
scriptions in America. Accarding to Professor Fell (who is an
acknowledgee expert on epigraphy, the study of inscriptions)
there are writings in Punic to be found at quite a number of sites
in the Uniled States. He and his friends of the Epigraphic Society
have dentified numerous tombstones, cairmsand stone-built ‘root
cellers' as dating from the Bronze Age and as having been con.
structedby Buropean seafarers. As wellas Punic inscriptions there
are also shor: texts in Ogham, the written language of the Celts
In pre-Roman times these people inhabited France and Spain. Itis
Fell's contention that, as Julius Casar himself reports in his writ-
ings, the Atlantic Celts were first-class mariners, with vessels
capable of withstanding the pounding of Atlantic rollers. Fell has
found American inscriptions that seem to confirm this, including

‘ransatlantic Trad

records concemning ships from Tarshish. In Awerica B.C., Fell
translates one of these, from the Tartessian Punic in which the
original was written. Under the outline carving of a ship's hull the
text says: “Voyagers from Tarshish this stone proclaims”’ The
stone in question apparently marked the spot where ships from
Tarshish woald regularly dock to exchange cargoes with settlers
whoeither worked silver mines further inland or rapped anjmals
for their pelts.

What was of greater interest to me was that in 1976 another
important find was made, this time in Mexico itself, While exca-
vating the ruins of the Mayan eity of Comalco ar. the Caribbean
coast, archaeologists discovered that many of the bricks used to
build the city carried inseriptions. Though most of the inscriptions
found on these bricks were (as ore might have expected) Mayan,
two were found fo be wrillen in a neo-Punic script in ancient
Libyan.Oneol thebricks showsa rough calendaz, with the months
marked by their initial letters. The other shovs a figure with the
inscription ‘Yaswa Hamin', meaning ‘Jesus protec?’. They could
therefore be dated as coming from some periad between the time
of Christ and the 3rd century AD, and added some support to the
Votan legend.”

Early Egyptian artefacts and inscriptions are harder lacomeby,
possibly because being older they have worn away or
because nobody has yet recognized them for what tey are. How
ever, texts which are recognizably written in the later and less
formal hieraticstyle have been found on Long sland and onastele
from Davenport, lowa” What does seem very ‘Egypian’ though,
is the concept of building step-pyramids o function as tombs.
Could the concept of pyramid-building have been brought to
Central America by kgyptian, Carthaginian or other seafarers?
Though it is all too easy to scoff at such a proposition on the
grounds that the pyramids we know of in the New World arc all
much younger than their equivalents in Africa, this idea —as we
have seen-—has not been without its supporters. However, the
most obvious place to start looking for evidence of such a connec
tion turns out not to be within the Maya lands themselves but
further west, at the greatest of all pre-Columbian cities:
Teotihuacan.
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Appendix 1: Astrogenetics

Astrogenctics—the scenific study of how astronomical forces influence:

biologicel rhythms and genetic factors pulls together & mumber vt

scientifically established facts to prove that solat particles can affect the

personalities of incividual humans from the mament of canception (se¢

Chaptor Three, pp. 52-4]

Specifically, it has been discovered that changes in the woak magnetic

e genetic nuation in cells that are in the process.

-—a method of ell division that occurs at concption. Fxperi-

ments performed wmdder the direction of Dr A K Liebof of the Naval

Medical Research Institufe, Bethesde. Maryland in 1984, on human cells

called fibroblasts, showed that variations in envizonmental magaetic

ihesiz of DN A o thecells This means that the cells

could undergo mutation when subjectcd o varying magnetic fields al
strengtns belaw thal of the Farth's own magnetic field.

Tthas been established since 1927 - through e work of Dr Johanmes
Lage in his skudics on identical (one-rgg) and nor-identical (twa-egs)
twins—that personalily (the overall aspect of charictir’) i fundmint
tally related o genetic makeup. Genetic change, as hrough mulation by
variation of local magnelic feld stzengl, may thus be resporsible fon
tinexpected personaliy traits. Or, to put itanother way, your personality
depends un the local magnetic field composition and strengih al the
‘moment of your conception

‘This conclusionisconfirmed by fhoextroversion introversion studics
undertaken by’ astrologer Jeff Mayo and Professor H | Eysenck which
sesulted in the fascinating personality distribution graph linkesd to 20
diacal birthdtes (see Figure 11, page 42). The conclizsion also forms the
hasis of the theory of Astrogenetics, which  first made public i 1958,

Elements of the theory ace amplified in Appendia 24
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35 The Kuku id-temple at Chichen Itza

Below Iefi: 36 Chac-Moul figure between serpent columns, temple of the
Warlords, Chichen Itza

Below right: 37 The Pleiades star group (photo © Jim Henderson)
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Analysing the rosultant waveforms we can observe tha 97 difesent
cvele oceur which take 781 periods (its) of fime; 781 bits of ime is
781 % 074545 — 64,302 cays (137 years). Thi i o unspot cycle. The
waveshapes sfer it 81 ar simply repateof . shapes hat ccurted
athe boginning of the 187-year cyele

We have alreody rated, from empircs] dbservatia, tht the average
suampot cycle s 1o approvimalely 111 gears. We nole &
mictocydes zach of # bits’ duralion smount 0 114979 years
(4887154515 - 11,4929 years), Given tha & microcycles corespond
mast clasely 1o the average, e can hypothesize tht & microcreies
Smount to o fundamental (111 sear average) sumspot eyl

Superimposing these fundamental 11492-vear tycles alon; the
187.year sussput cyce we derive this(microcycls have boen polaized
o accommodate the hypothesized fundamentel eycle)

[ ——

545

‘peak-pesk cycle therefore aquates to 48 bils ic 48 x 57,45

149299 years Thisis the hypothesized idealized fandamental
e cyele period

Next, careful opservation of the 97 microcyeles shoses that 92f those:
eycles are indieed 8 microcycles n dusation, bul vicrocycles numbers 1C,
30,49, 68, and 8 are of § its duration, (examune Figure AJ). These
microcycles containan extea ‘shift b’ The positions of the shif its may
b marked alomg the 187-year sunspot cyle
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S N N O R

These shitt bits, which appear five fimes during the 187 yoar cyele,
‘have the effect of shunting, or ‘shitting’, al fallowiag microcycles for-
ward along the cycle (see page 260) This supgests that the true cycle s
only 768 bits lomg bt i proshied foriward by 5 bits during the 187-vear
interval to bit 773,

“Thie shitt it positions correspond i
eutral sheet (e Chapier Three, pp. 54

The neuteal sheet shift by & bits {one miczocycle) each 187-vear
period. Theshiftbitshonce shuntalong the microcycle sequence, Forune
single shift bit to shitt through 97 microcyeles will teke 97 x 17
vears = 18,139 yoars.

the intersections of the sun's

b 1 perage o167y bt
e b

P 428

Atthess tmes the magnetic fild direction, as read of theneutral warp
waveform, shifts fzom it initial direction, as shown.

Appendix 4 2

e 439 Nl s s Fld dincrion

In Figuce A3, the neutral sheet tield direction is shown on the neutral
sheet. Undomeath, 10 illustrate fhe mifial direction, arraws Ireeze the
field direction for compazison purposes. We can now compare the
shifting ncutral shict to i original direction.

W have just seen how it takes 20 shift bits fur shift bit E o collide with
shiftbit . During this 1,366,140 day period (1740years) thencutral sheet
completely reverses its feld in comparison with its nitial position. [his
s illustrated by comparing waveforms at the two dittorent times and by
observing the shiftin the {rozen ficld arrow orientation.

Figure 20

“Thismeans that the seutral sheet intersections reverse shiftdirection)
fivetimes during every 18,139-year grand cycle, The sun's magnetic field.
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papier-maché mouldings of the reliefs at Palenque; these last were
sent back to Pacis. He had 2 rival in the field in the form of an
Englishman employed by the colonial service, Alfred Maudsley
Maudsley’s meticulous survey of Maya ruins and their hiero-
glyphic fexts was eventually published in a 20-volume edition
between 1889 and 1902 With great difficulty he made plaster-of-
Paris moulds of the Mayan stelae, which he sent back to England,
where they were consigned ta the basement of the Victoria and
Albert Museur, South Kensington, London. Presumably they
have been decaying there ever since.

The Lid of Palenque

s the 19th century gave way to the 20th, so the adventurers and

travellers who had till then had the field to themselves were
gradually superseded by a new breed of professional archagolo-
gists. Though New World archacalogy was, and still remains, a
poor relation of the European and Middle Eastern science, the veil
was slowly Lifting from the citics of the Maya. Much of the jungle
around Palenque was cut back, fully revealing its monuments for
the first time since they had been abandoned more than a millen-
nium before. The discovery of remains belonging to a culture
earlier than the Mayans’, and most especially of huge basalt
heads, gave substance to the legend of the Olmecs as the earliest
civilized race in Central America. Modern excavation techniques
and a breakthrough in understanding of the Mayan calendar
‘made it possible to date monuments with precision so that by the
19505 there was a recognized chronology for the rise and fall of
Central American civilizations.

By that time various well-stocked tombs had been found by
archaeologists at Palenque, sometimes intruded into temple plai-
forms and even palaces. However, these were as nothing com-
‘pared to the discovery made by a Vexican archaeologist, Alberto
Ruz, in 1952,

Among the ruins at Palenque is a remarkable building known
as the Temple of Inscriptions (see Plates 1 and 2). This building,
which stands on top of 2 65-metre-high stepped pyramid, has
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floor made out of large stone slabs. Ruz' attention was drawn to
this floor when he noticed that one of theseslabs had a couble row
of holes in its surface with removable stone stoppers. He decided
these had been put there so that the stone could be lifted, which
he then proceeded to do. On taking up the stone he discovered
that underneath it was a rubble-filled staircase (ser Plate 8). 1t ook
him four field seasons to clear this staircase, which changed
direction halfway down, but at the battom, at about tae same level
asthebase of the pyramid, he found a chamber. Lying on the floor
of this, underneath the rubble, were the skelctons of six yourg
adults—almost certainly human sacrifices. At its far end was a
passage, blocked by a large triangular slab (see Plate 7). On pulling,
this back the archacologists were amazed to discover an intact
tomb (se¢ Plate 6),

The tomb chamber turned out to be quite large: 9 metces long.
and 7 metres high. Around its walls were stucco relief figures of
‘menin very archaic costume that are now thought to represent the
Nine Lords of the Night of Mayan theology. Lying on the floor
were various objects, which seemed (o have been placed there
with a purpose: two jade figures and two beautifully moulded
heads. However, what was of most immediate inferest was the
tombitself. This was covered by a huge rectangular lid, intricately
carved with highly stylized reliefs. Hauling back the lid, the
Tesearchers were stunned by what they found inside —a veritable
treasure trove of Mayan artefacts. Covering the face of the now
decayed corpse was an exquisite, mosaic jade mask (se- Plate 3)
The man in the tormb had jade and mother-of-pear! car-spools,
several necklaces of tubular jade beads, and jade rings on his
fingers. A large jade was placed in each hand and another in his
mouth—a very Chinese practice as well as Mayan and Actec
Splendid as this reasure was—and thejade mask tselfis the finest
yet found—the more puzzling discovery was the lid of the coffin
{sce Plate 20),

The Lid of Palenque weighs some 5 tans and is too large 1o be
removed from the tomb, where it resides to this day. It has
received a great deal of attention from students and scholrs
anxious to interpret its mysterious designs. The most famous of
these was the Swiss writer and extraterrestrialist, Erich von
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‘Atlantic Oceansand the Atlas Mountains (See Flato's Crifns dialogue
Fenguin classics, pp.136-7.)

* The cause of the inundation may have heen a ising of the sea level o
the polar ice-caps retrected ot the end of the last loe Age, low-lying

coastlands being flaoded. On a smaller scale, global warming foday

i threatening the same thing for many Pacifc slnds

It shovld be otexd that the root word Auacar (pronounced acan)

means “Holy” in the sense uf being blessed with aroult pawer

Jeomtihucar means *Haly city of the god

Fizar Cayor on Atlaniis, p 90,

John Anthony West, Serpent on thr Sky, and television documentacy

The Mystery of the Spiiax.

Because of the Eartl's precessional movement, al stars appear Lo 20

through a 26,0 year cyele, oscillating betsween an extreme northerly

and soulherly position i the sky. To go from one extreme to the ofher

thus takes roughly 13,000 years,

* Edgar Cayee on Atlantis, p111

Appendices

by Maurice Cotterell

‘Note: The start of the Mayan Long Counl Calenuar i usually taken as
3114 BC. This is hecauso astronomers end athers da not recognize (he
date ‘0’ BC/AD), bud go straight from | BC 1o 1 AD. Some authorities,
however, prefer to take the year 0 nto accaunt and present FC dares as
ane digitlowwer. Thus 3114 BC becomes 3113 C. There is also nut 100"%
agreement as to whether the starting day of the Lang Count, 4 ATIAUS
RUMHU, is 12 August or 10 Augeat,
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7 of course is a solar prime number (the Lolas cycle amounts t 37
day)
Multiplying 1872000 by 5 (in order tu dispense with the fraction)

1,872,000 5 =9,360.000 days

I thus a cycle? Fxamination of the aumbers shaws that at this ime
I'=—9.729728 degzees. E=0, and the Farth is not coincident wilh estner,
From Maya Numbers we ko thal if we add 260 days we can add
4729724 degrees to any number of doys, hence:

360,000 + 260 - 9,360,260

1]

w-0
This period, then, is another longer Grand eyt of Solas activity; of
25,627 years

9,360 260-dy precesion perid
This amouats to 1370 Suaspot eyeles. Referria
diagram (Figure A71) we can obserse: e follose
‘Nt durin the fist 68,302 day eyl (1 evcle of 187 years) the shiftbits
are generated and take up residerice wilhin the eycle, Thereadter, 20shift
bit movements (20 x 66,302 — 1,366,41) resull in shit bit collision and
solar magnetic shitt.
Again, from above, 9,360,260 days=137.0 Shifts
97 Max shifts possible
105hifts

1o our Neutral warp

Tnther words, if we count 20 shifls the shift bite enlice. It we count 47
shiffs, che shift bils complete one circuit and retusn o their inital shitt
positions. Caunting 40 mote shifts we arrive at the central warp shift bit
psition (1497 + 39= 137}, By flagging the aumber of 1,166,360 the Mo
Sntrociuce us totheshifting naure nfthe neatral warp and solar magnetic
reversals. 5o by flagging the number 1872000 the Mave draw attention
s

i) The precession eycle

i) That the moment of sever: wilisions (5 during 97 shifts, followed by
o during the s 39 shills)following eyele commencement, i in
<o way significan, i collision terms.
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oft: 33 Lithograph by
Frederick Catherwood of the
Archway at Uxmal

Below: 34 Lithograph by
Frederick Catherwood of the
Nunnery at Chichen Itza
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the Earth's magnetic field more damaging solar radiation enters
the Earth's atmosphere,causing genetic mutationsand anincrease
in snfant mortality, As Cotterell suggests, the latter provides us
with a convincing explanation for the enigmatic carvings of the
‘Dancers’ at Monte Alban. It could also explain the Mayans'
preoccupation with fertility rituals, often involving sacrificial
bloodletting from the penis and tongue. Perhaps by punishing
themselves in this way {and it does seem to have been voluntary)
they hoped toensure their own fertlity as well s thatof their land.

This was clearly not the whole story, however. Any decline in
human fertlity around the 9th century —assuming that it had
happened at all-should have been worldwide, but other
civilizations had clearly not died out. It seems there must have
been more local factors that affected tropical America. Ore of
these was that the solar magnetic reversal may have affected the
Farth's magnetosphere, thus allowing aneven greater penetration
of cosmic rays o take place. Such an increase would be most
marked in equatorial regions between 10° and 20° North and
South due to the rays' perpendicular incidence on the surface of
the Earth in this area. Another factor was hat it was becoming
drier” Cotterell believes that this too can be attributed to the
decline in sunspot activity, for with it came & ‘mini-loe Age’ (see
Appendix 5) during which there was less evaparation of water
from the oceans. Thisin turnled toa d-ought,Itis noteworthy that
the people who survived this catastrophe either moved south o
the highlands, where rainfall was more abundant, or north into
the Yucatan, where there were underground streams, The Central
vegion, which until very recently was almost entirely covered by
tropical rain forest, was then probably quite arid. The great city of
Palenque, far from being overwhelmed by the jungle, must have.
been surrounded by something of a wildernes.

These new ideas of Cotterell’s put a fresh cast on the whole
mystery of the Maya and their sudden disappearance. Their near
obscssion with fertility rites and the need to make personal bload
offerings to the sun and Earth could be explained both by the
declining birth-rate and their concerns over reduced rainfall Ttis
noteworthy too that throughont pre-Columbian Central America
the rain god, whether called Chaac, Tlaloc, or some other name,

The Sun, its
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was always of the greatest importance. This too suggested that
fresh water was in short supply.

Following the cycle through to the present time, it would scem
that we are already experiencing similar climatic changes and
greater desertification of the planetary surface. In Mexico these
effects are already pronounced. Tor the past len years the valley
of Oaxaca has ot received its expected rainfall and is rapidly
becoming arid. In view of the Mayan calendar’s pointing to the
date of 22 December 2012 as the end of our presen: age—when,
according to the Maya, wecan expect some sort of catastrophe i
this a foretaste of what s to come?

Theories of Catastrophe and Destruction

‘The Mayan account of the catastrophes that brought cach of their
fourages toa dramaticend are rot unique: the world's mythologi-
cal traditions are full of similar accounts of disasters of global
proportions that serve to explain how the Earth obtained its
present form. As Cotterel remarks, the question of whether the
Eartiv's present form was arrived at through chaotic chance or
process of gradual and consistent evolution has been the source
of both emotive and rational debate. If indeed the Earth has
evolved gradually, as Uniformitarianists would have us believe,
‘geophysicists should be able to measure magnetism or the geo-
Togical structure of the Earth’s surface and extrapolate from it
chronological data that enables us to calculate the age of the world
and how it came to be as we find it today. The opposite view, that
of the Catastrophists, holds that the world as we know it today
has been shapec by cataclysmic disaster, with perhaps a measure.
of uniformitarian activity as well,

Geological and geomagnetic dating techniques have enabled
the reconstruction of our planet's geophysical evolution, begin
ning about 200 million years ago when all of the landmasses we
recogaize today were part of a single giant continental landmass.
known as Pangaea (see Appendix 6). Over the ensuing millions of
vears, this large mass broke up and the individual pieces drifted
apart as the large crustal regions of the Earth's surface moved
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Mayan Astronomy

‘The Maya, however, did not keep time only in a theoretical way,
counting the days as they passed: they were also expert astron
mers. Asmoreand more of thei- cities have been rescued from the
jungle and studicd by archacologists, it has been established that
the orientation of temples and other buildings was of paramount
importance. The Maya, as well s the other peoples of Central
America, were very aware of the heavens around them and the
‘movements of the planets, Often doorways or roof-combs, which
are a particuler feature of classic Maya temples, were placed in
such a way that they could merk the rising, culmination or setting
af particular stars. They were especially interested in the move
‘mentsof the Pleiades star-clusteras well s those of the wandering,
planets Mercury, Venus, Mars and Jupiter. Needless to say they
made close observations of the sun and moon, and this enabled
them to predict eclipses accurately.

Forstemann was the first to recognize that the Dresien Codex
contained tables for the prediction of eclipses. Today we would
use algebra but, as far as we know, the Maya did not do things in
‘They used a combination of observational astronomy
and reference tables to make predictions for the {uture." The tables
inthe Dresden not only had to provide the priests withinformation
concering expected eclipses but to harmonize with the all
important 260-day fzolkin cyele. Without going into too much
detail, they did this by making their table have alength of 11,958
days, which correspondsclasely 046 tzotkins (11,960 days), before
going back to the start. This cxactly equals 405 lunar months,
swhich is also 11,960 days. In fact so accurate was this table that it
has been calculated that it gives an accuracy for the duration of a
lunar month which is only seven minutes too short! It has also
been worked out that another set of figures provide corrections ‘o
the first table, which would cnable it to stay accurate to one day
in 4,500 years. This is an astounding schievement.

Important as the prediction of eclipses no doubt was, however,
of equal if not greater interest o the Maya was the behaviour of
the planet Venus. Forstemann realized that five pages of the
Dresden were given over to computations concerning Venus. It
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seers that the Maya were ot so much concerned with the day-
to-day movements of the planet but with s average cycle over
long periods of time. Whereas the Venusian year can be as shart
3581 or as long as 587 dlays, the average s 584. It was this number
and its multiples that were of particular interest to the priests who
devised the table. What has proved to be of even greater intercst,
though, is their inclusion of two dates which give rise fo the
so-called ‘super-number’ of the Dresden Codes. This is 1,366,560
days, and relates the start of the Dresden Codex back to the begin-
ning of the present age, the Birth of Venus. It is highly significant
because it relates, in integral terms, a whole range of important
cycles.
In fact 1,366,360 =

260% 5256 (number of tolkins)
365x3,744 (number of vague years)
582,340 (number of average Venus cycles)
780 1,752 (number of average Mars periods)
18980%72  (number of Calendar Rounds or Aztec Centuries)

It was this master number from the Dresden Codex that first got
Maurice Cotterell interested in the Maya when he read about it,
fariwas very close toanother significant number, 1,366,040 days,
that he had arrived at fzom an entirely different route: the study
of sunspot cycles. Could the two numbers—which differ only by
exactly two 260-day periods—be related? This was to become
‘matter of major concern for him over the next few years, and his
discoveries in this field were to be quite sensational, However,
before going into this we need to backtrack, leaving the Maya for
the time being, to see how Cotterell arrived at his own ‘super-
number’ of 1,366,040 days.
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as we count our Gregorian calendar with 30- or 31-day months,
however, but by an entirely different method. An easy way to
understand this is to imagine counting the number cycle against
thenames ofour own months. We would begin 1 January as usual,
but then instead of going on 10 2 January, the next date would be
2Febuary. This would be followed by 3 Marchand soon up until
12 December, and then 13 January. The full cycle would be 156
days (12 % 13) and then we would be back to 1 January again (see
Figure).

The names of the days were depicted with special hieroglyphs

§ The 260ny Tzolkin cycle
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(sec Figure 7). Thus the cycle would go 1 Imix, 21k, 3 Akbal . 13
Ben, 11,2 Men... etc. The last day in the 260 count would be 13
Ahau, which vwould be followed by 1 Imix in the next coun

The entire cycle makes a wheel of ts own (se Figure 8),

As has already been pointed out, the Maya also used a vague
year, or Hasl, 0f 365 days (ignoring theextra quarter day that gives
Tise to our leap years).! This year was composed of 360 days
divided up info 18 months of 20 days’ duration plus a short
‘month of 5 extra, and much dreaded, infercolary days

The 20-day months and the short 5-day month also had their
own name signs (see Figure 9). The s of these, Uaveb, was the
short, intercalary month of only 3 days. The 20 days of these
‘months were counted from 7ero (ealled the seating of the montl)
f0 19, and were numbered sequentially : Seating of Fop, 1 Pop,
Pop, 3 Pop ... 3 Uayeb, 4 Uayeb, and back to Sealing of Fop.

Theeffect of having the twocycles,the 20Tk and the vague year,
‘meant that each day had two names—one for eacheycle, eg 3 Akbal
4 Cumhu, Because the two cycles were of different length, any
specific dual combination of day names did not recur for 52 vague.
years or 73 tzolkins (52.x 365 = 18,980 = 73 260). This period of tme
s often referred foas the Aztec Century” or Calendar Round

Now for mos! day-lo-day purposes this way of recording dates
is obviously fine. In any case, the principle concern of the Aztec
priests—who continued to operate this calendar sight up until the
Spanish invasion—was magical, Certain days, particularly the
five intercalary days of Uayeb, were considered unlucky. A
person’s date of birth also had enormous significance: it deter-
mined the course of the rest of his or her lie, including name snd
career. But whercas the Calendar Round was quite adequate for
recarding dates in the recent pasl, it had obvious limitations. The
Maya gol round this by developing a second way of recording
time called the ‘Long Count’ "

The Mayan Long Count

One of the unique achievements of the Maya, which differentiates
them from thelater Aztecs, was their ability tomanage their highly
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called Tzincoacoe The world was destroyed by fire on the day
Chicunahui Ollin, This age was given the name of
Tzonchichiltic (‘Red Ilead") and was presided over by the god
offire.

+ Fourth Sun
Tzontlilac. Itbegan 5026 years ago. This age, in which Tula was
founded, was called Tzonilac (‘Black Hair). Men died of
starvation after a rain of blood and fire.

This account put the ages in a different order, indicating that
there was some ancertairty amang the latcr Aztees about what it
really should be. Because this did scem 1o be a more reliable
account, howevver, Cotterell decided to use it for his further re-
searches. Thirking about this account, and particularly the role of
the goddess Chalchiuhtlicue ((‘The one with) the jade skirt), he
suddenly recalled the 1id of Palenque. Might not the goddess
Chalchiuhtlicue, or her Mayan equivalent, “ be the figure repre-
sented al the centre of the Lid? No one had ever looked at this
figure as representing a female before, but it seemed to fit. In
descriptions of this goddess it was said that besides wearing ajade
skirt she had a jade necklace from which hung a gold medallion.
She was also said to hold a round lily leaf in her left hand and to
have water flowingoutof her feet On the Lid allthese detalls were
present (sec Figure21) Here wasa very female-looking figure with
legs apart as though giving birth. She held what seemed to be a
leaf, and flowing from her was what could be interpreted as
streams of water. Round her neck were beads and again what
seemed to be some sort of medallion. There was no doubt in
Cotterell’s mind: this was the image neither of a spaceman nor of
a man falling beckwards into an afterlife word it was the
oddess Chalchiuhtlicue!

Having made this discovery, he now began a systematic search
of the Lid for evidence of ather gods in the design. The first and
most obvious was Ehecatl—god of wind and first-born of the
805, Ar aspect of Quetzalcoatl (‘feathered serpent’)—known to
the Maya as Kukulcan—Ehecatl was usually depicted as a bird
with a long tail. Leoking at the Lid it was clear that the figure at
the top was meant to be just such a bird, a quetzal, whose green
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Figure 21 Chalchihiiicue, gordess of water

feathers were highly prized by both the Maya and the Aztecs (s
Figure 22).

The other two gods of the ages were a: first harder to find and
required some lateral thinking, Then atlast it came to ftim: look at
the Lid from the other way round! Turning it upside down he
could immediately identify them. First there was Chaac, the zain
god, the Mayan equivalent of the Astec Tlaloc. He could beseen at
the bottom of the Lid with six lomg tuskclike teeth (see Figure 23)

Below or above him (depending on how you looked at the Lid)

Figure 22 Fhecat], god o wind
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Notice that,in the versical calumns, we go from 9, 10 straight to 20, 30
This allows us to"skip’ 11, maintaining a6-based systecn. The same thing.
happens again later:90, 10010 200, 30 again ‘skipping’ 110, mainteinting
a $based verlical sequence whils! muintazning our number processing
system up to, and beyend. if necessary. the Lung Count. Only by intro
ducing this ‘skip and leap’ can the nmbcring system remain useful
beyond amounts uf 1366560, But of course the Maya did not use the
mumber 10 or e mumber 100, 50 shat were they lrying to tel us?

I the above table subslituie 9999999 for 10.and substitute
249599996 for 20
39,9999 for 30 ete

svilarly substitute 99.999999 foe 110 and subssituse
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2,99 999995 for 200
3 99,9999 for 300 eic

By doing this weovercome theneed for 10and 100 respectively. Dulwhat

v see is that ihe decinal puind begins 1o muve along the 9. Hence, by

referring focycles oflengthsgrrater than those that are equivod the Meva

were leaving s a coded message:

‘The Maya used the decimal point

I what other sway could you tell anosher civilization that vou actually
used a decional point, because unless you know whal a decimal point is
the concept remains meaningless. So, the Maya were the first civilization
10 use the decimal point acithmelical system and fo lel us aboit . But
they went ta great pains ot touse decimal notson en monuments— lest
e did nol have the Intelligence to understand. And the message of the
Maya was boo important not o understand, hence an ‘unrequirect Long
Countof 100 periods of destruction

Numbering system summary

The Maya wished to communicate the following mesages 1o later

civilizations:

i) The sunspot cycle ducation is 68,302 days and may be calculatod
wsing the 260day eyele which et i derived frum the solar
sotational variables P (Pole) 37 days and F (Fquator) 28 days.

i) Thiseycle may be monitored using the planct Venus as a calibzator:
117 sidereal passes of Venus (117 5%4) = 68,326 days.

i) After 20 f these periods the sun's neutral sheet warp magnetic field
shiftsdirection, The Farth's magnetic tield attempts to realiga vith,
this new magneic crienfation. Cataclysmic destruction frequents
the Larth.

) The fact that the Maya were intellectually marc advanced than
generations to come neededt t b conveyed.

¥) The fact that the Maya used a decimal counting system st be
conveyed. This would satisfy iv) ahove.

Acounting systen’, stensibly inrational and ilogical may be used
1o convey these facts
) The counting system should be ‘cyclical’ permitting refercnce to
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The north-south dipole field is somewhat similar in orientation to
the Barth’s magnetic field. The quadripoie field looks like four
‘bubbles’ of magnetism spaced at regular intervals around the
solar equator. These bubbles are of alternating polarity: the equiv-
alent of the north and south poles of a magnet—except that there
are four ‘poles’ instead of two (s2¢ Figure 13). Now because the
sun's equator is turning faster than s poles, its magnetic flux lines
get wound up into loops, rather like twisting spaghetti on a fork
(see Figure 14). This has the effect of causing small areas of infense
‘magnetism below the sun’s surface. Itis thought that the magnetic

Figure 14 Tawisting of solar magneti- fux
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loops eventually burst out of the surface and thereby give rise to
the familiar sunspots” (see Figure 15).

Cotterell was now beginning o suspect that these variations in
the sun's magnetism were responsible for astrologicel differences
between people. and he therefore made them the focus of his
studies. The question wes, what could possibly be the mechanism
for such effects?

Winds from the Sun

Our knowledge of the Solar System has increased by leaps and
bounds since we have been ableto send spacecraft out beyond the
Farth'satmosphere. Yet tiscasy to forget that it is only as recently
as the 1960s that it has been possible for us to observe the Solar
System from a perspective other than our own planet's surface. It
is only now, at the end of the 20th century, that we are able to go
beyond our atmosphere and experience: space not as some
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The Skull of Doom

Anat first sight unrelated yet most extraordinary discovery was
made in 1927 in what was then called British Honduras and is
now Belize. A few years earlier an eminent archacologist, Dr
Thomas Gann—Reader on Central American Archacology at
Liverpool University—had anncunced the discovery of an an-
cient city on the Rio Grande river not far from the Guatemala
border. This is a most curious size for it secms lo predate the
Maya and who its buiiders were is not known. In an article
conteined in The Mustrated Landon News and dated 26 July 1924
he writes:

The buildings consist of great stone-faced; terraced pyramids, ap-
pruached on one side by broad stone stairways. The frst structure
cleared of bush and humus was.a truncated pyramid S¢ foct in lengta
by 75 fect in breadth at the base, and 30 feet high. . . . The swhole
‘pyramid was completely faced with icely cut blocksof sandsioneand
limestone, o the lower surfaces of many of the latter of which a layer
of chert % inch in thickness achered. No mortar of any similar
material was used in binding these stores together.

Before leaving, we christened the city Lubaantun literally ‘the
place of fallen stones’ in the Maya language. This city differs irom all
other known Mayacities n that thereare nostone palacesand femples
standinyg upon the great pyramidal substructures, and in the enfire
absence of stone sculptures and of the great monoliths upon which
were inscribed the dates of their erection, put up az 20-year intervals,
and later at five-year intervals by the Maya throughout Central
‘America and Yucatan.

‘Gann finishes his article:

Inthe Rio Grande (Lubaanzin) ruins we have one of the earliest Maya
sites, going back to a period prior 1o any of the ruined cities at present
known in Central America

It was in this place, hardly accessible even today, that in 1927
a rather sinister artefact was discovered by the 17-year-old
daughter of a colourful figure named F A Vitchell-Hedges: a
perfectly-made crystal skull. Now we know that the [ndians of
Central America were extremely skilled in working obsidian or
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volcanic glass; numerous obsidian tools, weapons and ritual
instruments have beer found throughout Mexico and into the
Maya regions. This skull i different, however, in thal it is made
of rock crystal and is so perfectly crafted that even the jaw moves,
Yet no one, to my knowledge, has beer able to put forward a
plausible explanalion as 1o how the skull was made in the days
before ron tools. It is reckoned that it would have taken 150 years
of solid work to smooth down the almost diamord-hard crystal
usirg sand abrasives. The fact remains, though, that the skull
exists and was evidently made during or before the time of the
lost city of Lubaantun, which is said lo predate all other Maya
ruins. [ concluded, therefore, that if the ancestors of the Maya
had the technology to smooth erystal irto rounded shapes, then
itis likely their descendants did too. Itis thercfore not inconceiv-
able tha the Maya were able to make convex lenses that were at
least sufficiently well made to act as burning-glasses. Reading
further what Mitchell-Hedges himself had to say, I began to
wonder whether the skull was in fact itself intended to be such
aburning-glass.

The Skull of Doom is made of pure rock crystal, and according to
scientists it must have taken over 150 years, generation after genera-
tion working all the days of their lives, patiently rubbirg
sand an immease block of rock crystal until finally the perfoct skull
emerged

Ttis at least 3,600 years old and according to legend was used by
the Fiigh Priest of the Maya when performing esoter.c rites. It s said
that when he willed death with the help of the skull, dezthinvariably
followed. It has been described as the embodiment ofall evil. [ do not
wish 1o try and explain this phenomenon,

own with

Without dwelling on the supposed macabre poss bilities of such
acrystal skull, 1 was interested to note that he says there was a
legend associating them with Mayan high priests and their eso-
terc rituals. Could one of these rituals, T thought, have been the
bringing of the New Fire? Without testing it oul for its cfficacy in
this respect.itis difficult tosay withany certainty thatit could have
performed this function, bul the rounded cranium would surely
have had lens-like properties. If so, [ belicve it could have been
used to focus the rays of the sun to start a fire.
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The result s that durin the fisst month feld rumber i rentralizes)
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Andillustrated thus:
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Ihis distribution agrees vith the claims of astrologers hat astroloygical
clerments ‘personalities’ corcesponding tu the first our months of the.
7odiac are thereatter cepested in sequence over the rest of the year.
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Gemini Air
Cancer Water
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Virgo E
Libra A
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Aquarius A
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doorways and the placing of temple roofs, could also have been
derived from the simple canamayte.

But according to Do José it was not only the laws of space that
the Maya learnt from the Al Car, their lordly serpent: it taught
them about time as well. One of the curious things about snakes
is that they slough off their skins. For Crotalis durissus durissus this
happens once a year, in mid-July, around the time in Yucatan
when the sun reaches the highest point in the sky for the secand
fime in the year.* There is therefore a natural correspondence
between sun and serpent, that annually renew themselves lo-
gether. This link between sun and serpent was further heightened
for the Maya by the wey the Alian Gian was believed to grow an
extra rattle each time it moulted. According to local folklore, it is
possible to tell the age of a snake by counting the number of rattles
it carries on its tail Because of this the heart-shaped ratles
symbolize the year, and are stll kept by the Maya for good luck.

Don José was to come up with even more startling information
linking the rattiesnake cult with the Mayan calendar itself. Ac
cording to him the C. durissus loses and replaces its fangs cvery 20
days. This period of timeis, of course, the Mayan uinal. He pointed
out that the standard glyph for this looks like the open jaws of a
snake with two very obvious and prominent fangs. Could it be,
hesaid, thatthe Maya counted their days in twenties because they
recognized this as the basic cycle of renewal for their favourite
serpent? Even i this were not the case, I had to agree that it was
at the very least a remarkable coincidence that their calendar
dovetails so neatly into the perceived cycle of the Ajiau Car.

Accarding to Don José the ancient Maya called themselves
chanzs—thats to say, serpents. They were extremely devoutand
had to perform certein initiation practices in the name of their
religion. Just as a male Jew or Muslim child has to be circumeised,
or a Christian baptised to be accepted as one of God's chosen, 50
Mayan babies —or at least those of the nobility—had to have their
heads flattened. Because this was a very painful process that
sometimes resulted in the babys death, it cannot (as anthropolo-
gists are wont to suggest) have been done simply for reasons of
fashion; no parent would subject a child to such pain unnecessar-
ily. The only convincing reason for doing it was that it served
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religious purposc. Don José asserted that head-flattening was
performed to give the child what he called a polcan, or serpent-
head (see Plate 28). In this way the child was initiated into the
family of chanes, the ones who were the people of the serpent.its
children. For these peaple the Ahau Cars and everything to dowith
it was s much of  religious and cultural emblem as the Cross is
toaChristian. It fillec their lives and they proclaimed their adher-
encetoitsvalucs atevery opportunity, whether it was the building
of atemple or the embroidering of asmock. According lo DonJosé:
there was another inifiation that is stil practised in some parts of
the Yucatan involving a live rattlesnake. In this the right hand is
passed over the snake nine times 10 the left and then the left nine
fimes o the right. This is done to confer artistic talent, particularly
inembroidery.

What then was this cult whose totem was the Ahau Car, an
whom does it owe its origins? Don José had two explanations,
which perhaps are really one and the sare. The first was that at
Some period in remote antiquity some native, more intelligent
than the rest, noticed the pattern o the back of Crolaisis and began
imitating it in his art. From such simple beginnings perhaps a
school, using the geomelry of the cananizyte pattern as its inspira-
tion, developed practical lechniques of architecture and pleasing
patterns for their clothing. The snzke would also, onaccount of its
ability to shed its skin and emerge fresh each year, have sym-
bolized resurrcction and therefore mmortality. As a solar animal
whose life was closely geared to the annual cycle of the sun, it
would have been a simple process of transference to believe that
Crolatus was somehow endowed with solar intelligence. In this
way, as in the Biblical story of Adam and Eve prior to the Fall it
was thesnake lself whowas the teacher of mankind. As the wisest
of the animals it taught the Maya calendrics, mathematics and the
basic patterns of their art. By virtue of its skin patterning and
lifestyle it unwittingly put in place the basic elements of civiliza-
tion. This, if you like, is the rationalist explanation, the one that
could perhaps find some support amongst anthropologists. But
there is another onc.

Itis a curious irony that the best analogy to the second explana-
tion is the story of St Patrick, who, according to the legends,
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Figure Accepted chronological table of the Indiors evapires of Central Ammerica

apprehensive at meeting the new arrivals and were notatall keen
togiveuptheirland. Conferring together they arrived ata solution
tothe problem: they would offer the Aztecs an uninhabited island
in the middle of the lake, on which they could settle if they so
leased.
7 The ofter of the isand was a barbed gift for the natves of the
area knew that it was infested with poisonous snakes, which they
hoped would take care of their Aztec problem for them. They were
to be disappuinted. When Tenoch and his followers went out ta
the island they saw the sigm for which they had been secking: a
greateagle, grappling with aserpentinits beak, settled un acaclus.
Delighted, he declared that this was he place that he had been
told to look for in his dream. Nor were the Aztecs put off by the
snakes, for where they came from these were considered to be a

The Mysterious Maya 5

great delicacy. Thanking the natives for providing them with rot
only a home but a well-stocked larder 10, they there and then
accepted the offer of the island and began building a new city,
called Tenochtitlan sfter its founder.

‘Within a very short lime the Astecs became the dominant tribe
in the Valley of Mexico, uniting with their neighbours to form a
powerful nation with Tenochtitlan asitscapital. They in turn were
assimilated by the peoples of the Valley of Mexico, wh taught
them much about local religious beliefs, customs and attitudes. In
the main these ideas derived from the earlier Toltecs, anolher
warlike people who centuries earlier had ruled over much of
Mexico and even parts of the Yucatan.

‘The Toltecs, whose capital had been at a place called Tula, 25
Kilometres to the northwest of Tenochtitlan, were a bloodthirsty
race. As part of their solar religion they carried out human sacri-
fices ona regular basis. Using obsidian” knives, they cut open their
victims' chests and tore out their sill-beating hearts as an offeriag,
tothesungod. They believed that by duing this they were feeding
it with its favourite food, human life-force, whick would ensure
that the sun would keep on rising,

The A tecs—towhat would havebeen the horror of Tenoch had
he lived to see it—adopted these superstitious beliefs and cus-
toms, and took them to absurd limits. Human sacrifice, and espe-
cially the removal of hearts, became the central mystery of their
religion. Itis estimated that, for the consecration of Tenochtitlan’s
‘main temple alone, some 20,000 victims were sacrificed. At least
50,000 unfortunates would perish in this way every year. To
supply the voracious appetite of the sun for Fuman hearts there
was a whole warrior caste, organized into regiments, whose lask
itwas to keep the priests supplied with fresh victims. The Aztecs
encouraged rebellion amongst the subjects of their far-flung em-
pire, for this gave them the excuse to send in their arry and take
prisoners,

Needless to say they were greatly feared and hated by all the
neighbouring peoples of Mexico, who seethed with resentment
and langed for the overthrow of the hated Aztecs. Their one hope
layinahalf-forgotten legend that one day a god-king, a white man
with a beard named Quetzalcoatl, would return from across the
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“The evidence is overwheling that the great global catastrophes
were cither accompanied or caused by shifting of the terrestrial axis
or by a disturbance in the ciumal and annual motions of the Earth
The state of lavas with reversed magnelization, hundreds of fimes
more intensive than the inverted terrestrial magnetic fied could im:
part, reveals the nature of the forces that were in action .. Many
world-wide phenomena, for cach of which the cause is vainly sought,
are explainied by a single cause: the sudden changes of climate, trans-
gression of the sca, vast volcanic and seismic ectiitics, formation of
fce cover, pluvial crises, emargence of mountains and their disloca-
tion, isinig and subsidence of coasts, ilting of lakes, sedimentatior,
fossilization, the provenierce of topical animals and plants in polar
regions, conglomerates of fossil animals of various latitudes and
habitats, the extinction of species and genera, the appearance of new
specics,the reversal of the Earth’s magnetic field, and a score of rber
world-wide pheromena.”

In short, Velikovsky suggests that the Earth may be destroyed by
fire, water, wind, and volcanic rain, providing us with a scenario
that bears astriking resemblance to the end of cach of the four ages
of Mayon mythology. From hisstudies of sunspot activity and the
Mayan calendar, Cotterell has concluded that the Mayan proph-
ecy for the end of the fifth age concerns a reversal of tae Farll
‘magnetic field. This and its associated cataclysm, he believes, will
occur around 2012 AD.

During his lifetime Velikovsky was unfairly pillaried by the
scientific establishment which at the time, during the 50 and 60s,
stil believed in technology as the panacea of all the world's ils.
His belicf that the world had been closely approached by a comet
in Egyptian tmes was treated with derision, though much of what
he said has since turned out to be true. He was, for example, the
first to state that comets were not rocky objects but were made
largely of hydrocarbons and ice, something we now know o be
frue. Just recently Jupiter wes struck by the remnants of such a
renegade comet, The resulting impact featurcs were photo-
graphed by ast-oromers and gave us a graphic demonstration of
the vulnerability of planets. twas only after this happened, which
could so easily have involved Farth instead of Jupiter, that space
Scientists at last turned their attentior: from idle speculation about

The Sun, its Energy and Influences 193

a possible ‘Big Bany’,in the deepest recesses of space and time, to
the dangers of much smaller bangs closer to home. Subsequent
research reveals that there are literally thousands of comets in
orbitaround the sun, any one of which could bedeflected by some
random encounter to move into an Earth-threatening trajectory.
‘Though there s probably little they can do about it, scientists are
naw al last taking seriously Velikovsky's warnings about the
danger of collisions with comets, We expect the ideas put forward
in this book to meet a similar wall of criticism—if cnly as a reflex
action on the part of the scientific establishments. However, we
don’t have 40 or 50 years to wait before the risk to the human race
of sunspot cycles is recognized. We know that the research done
by Maurice Cotterell is o’y the beginning and not the end of the
story. What we ask, and what the public has a right o expect, is
that our eritics take on the challenge and push this work further.
Perhaps we may all then be better prepared to face the challenge
of 2012






index-6_1.jpg
Picture credits

PR ———————— U
il
2,3, Karl Tavke, M My, i Moseim Press, 19935, €
B it Reons, ABC. 7 %, 9 Sylvans Griwold Marie, 41
B Fitngplo, Doves Poblcaions, NY: 10 oy 1uf, The
o i oy 14; 11 Jeft Mavo ard tans ysench, [uxidon
e iy 13 oot () The Al of e St Syt Mitchell
e oot el Aot 1:Tain Micholse, The S, Michel
B R (s, T ol th Seler System, Michel Beaiey; 19
i it af o ol S, Mitl eagley: 206l ok 35
e uifete o 1 n Yo, Dover ublctlons: 12 43 Jose
e R b Moy Cvifcation 46, 9,50 51, 52 Adean
e 5 Pestaon, Cimte i Leintion, The Academic Press, Y975
e et 7 i ichlsan, The Sur, Mitche Tazleys 36,39 Konaid
vt focltion, T Acadenc Pess, 1978, 61 o Wi, ol
S, AKE Diees 62 Adrian Gibert
Pltee2,5,5,10, 11, 12, 16,17, 15,19,27, 2 29,338 2%, 41 Defzl Gl
o ienderson 0,21, 78, 1, 73, 34 Ve Coterell
appendmllsttons 2,3, 4,6,7.8, 0,1, 1215, 14,13 16.17,10,20,21, 2.
S o5, 37 38,3046, 11,2, 13, 19,5850, 0 61, 52 63, 68
o Y % 8 v 1,5, 5,8, 8, Mo Cotenl,
O . The Bk o 1 Dovid and Chals, 18 T St op. it 2.
ke i, Bley, T Princplesof Pt Rhentar Wisste,
B oty S st o £t 45 Py Uniwrl Al P
e 55, 5,57 o nucin o iy Kol .
T o Buan b fmgharn, ary Mo et Cois,einemarn
e amson L o, e Acaderic e, 197
B ko s T, Vethaen & o 72,73 Pl St
et
eperdipiats 1,2t Harto Even adinghar, il Miondhe s
BT §67 5 9 Meurce Cotend
Wit ey o s e s s permisions, e e any rrs
oy oo vl b sale
A mion

Sahmwledgement n any L

%

Contents

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
PROLOGUE

The Mysterious Maya

Mayan Concepts of Time

A New Solar Astrology

Maurice Colterell in Mcxico

Land of the Rattlesnake:

“The New Fire, the Chacmools, and the Skull of Doom
Iransatlantic Iraditions

The Olmecs and Atlantis

The Sun,its Fnergy and Influcnces

‘The Atlantean Cataclysm

NOTES

APPENDICES

Astrogenelics

Astrogenetics and the Trwelve Astrological Types
A Scientific Rationalization of Astrology

Solar Radiation and Hormone Production in Humans
The Sunspot Cycle

The Decline of the Maya

Catastrophe and Destruiction

Maya Numbers and Counting Systems

The Amazing Lid of Palenque

GLOSSARY

BIBLIOGRAPHY
INDEX






index-191_1.jpg
Appendix 8 323

each of which required the decoding of a corresponding inner Lid
story—only this time it was more difficult. Each border code node
contained at least two scenes on top of each other, some visible only
when the pair of acetates were jointly rotated through 180 degrees.

Although a further 22 scenes were detected from the rotational com-
posite border code nodes of symmetry, a scene was also detected that
corresponded with the missing level 4 decoded border code, thus recon-
ciling the level 4 loose end; the missing (26th) border code story. It
became clear that the Maya had used this ‘rogue’ (26th) code as a pointer
to the existence of a second layer in the decoding mechanism.

In time these new stories were arranged into a second volume The
Amazing Lid of Palenque Volume 2. Volume 2 was to contain the main
‘spiritual” message of the Maya. It tells of the meaning of life and of the
‘after life’, of purgatory and purification, and of the cycles of destruction
on Earth.

In the early days I had decoded the borders, but they had just been the
‘index’, or list of contents, to a book. Then T had successfully decoded the
book itself. But then the ‘book” turned out to be just a programme (in the
sense that when you visit the Theatre the ‘programme’ lists the actors
and the plot). Finally 1 had come to realize that Volume 1 simply
contained a list of the cast that appear in Volume 2. Volume 2 was the
‘performance’ of the Maya. An incredible journey into the mind of man;
an incredible journey of discovery. And, because of the layers involved
in the structure and logic of the decoding mechanism, each of the actors
appears up to six times in various costumes lending legitimacy to the
decoding process. With such inbuilt redundancy there can be no
ambiguity as to the intent of the Maya to transfer specific information.

But, of course, the two volumes contain 37 full-colour acetates and
more than 100 colour pages. And to see the stories the acetates must be
removed and placed on top of the pictures—a publisher’s nightmare.
However, despite all the obstacles, nine copies have been hand pro-
duced, each costing £625 ($997) per copy. These have been placed in the
British Museum in London, the libraries of the Universities of Oxford
and Cambridge, The National Library of Scotland, Trinity College
Dublin, and the National Library of Wales. CD ROM publishers are keen
on publishing the books, for computer users, and negotiations are now
underway. This will hopefully reduce the price to £20 ($32) or so.

Since decoding the carving on the Lid of Palenque, I have found and
decoded other Maya carvings using the same technique. These are the
Mosaic Mask of Palenque, the Mural of Bonampak (Temple of the
Frescoes Room 1), Lintel 25 Yaxchillan (British Museum, London) and
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missing part of the puzzle. Accordingly, he made two acetate
copies of the Lid and placed them one on top of the other. Sliding
them around, he was able tomake the comers matchin sucha way
that the broken symbol resembled the one halfway down the
right-hand side. He then examined the rest of the border and was
amazed to see that it too now made sense. What had been seem-
ingly chaotic images were now married up with their second
halves and it was possible to see what they also were meant to
represent.

Turning to the opposite border, he tried the same process of
overlaying and again was surpriscd by what he found. What had
been seemingly meaningless glyphs suddenly burst into life. In-
stead of half-figures, difficult to sec and appreciate, he was now
confronted with clearly symbolic designs that made sense in terms
of Mayan religious mythology. The most obvious of these was a
dragon figure, symbolic of fertility, that he could now clearly see
in the leftthand border (see Figure 28). More subily, the dragon
also contained the face of a jaguar, the two seemingly fused
togetner. Lower down the borderwas what looked like a monkey,
its arms outstretched above its head as though hanging from a
tree. Below the monkey there was a stylized snake’s head—
perhaps signifying the feathered serpent god Quetzalcoatl. In all,
the whole pattern was curiously reminiscent of the story of
Creation contained in the Mayan epic, the Papul Vi

Like the Aztecs, the Maya believed that there had been four
other creations before our own. During these the gods fashioned
different races of people first out of clay and then out of wood.
These early races were incapable of fulfilling what was to be the
prime purpose of humanity, to cultivate the earth and supply the
gods with pravers and sacrifices. They were therefore destroyed,
onlya few individuals remaining. In the course of the last destruc-
Yioh theaurvivors were hrmed fmto morikeys, whoby hanging on
10 branches were able (o escape total anniilation. Thus the Maya,
like modern Derwinists, believed that the monkey race preceded
the creation of modern humanity. Could the border code of a
hanging monkey somehow refer to this episode of the Popa! Vii?
Coteercll was inclined to think so.

Turning hisattention to the lower border of the Li

dand carrying,

Figure 28 Revcaling the secret ghyphs in the iorder
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Teotihuacan and the Egyptian connection

The great Pyramids of the Sun and Moon at Teotihuacan north of
Mexico City have, rightly, been compared with the pyramids of
Giza. Colossal in size, itis almost beyond belicf that their builders
were able to erect sich huge monuments with the primitive tools
then available. Yet the site at Teotihuacan contains much more
thanjust these lwastructures,impressiveasthey are. The vastarea
that the city covers means that it must, in its day, have beer the
largest metropolis in all the Americas. Indeed, even in the Old
World there would have been few cities to match it

Teotihuacan, like Mexico City today, svas built on a grid system
of streets. Its most imposing feature, however, besides the great
pyramids, is a grand avenue that runs ‘or some ten kilometres
before culminating ina plaza in front of the Pyramid of the Moon.
A cither side of this avenue are small temples and stepped
platforms, many of which served as tombs for the nobi
Though little is known about the origins or spiritual practices of
the builders of Teotihuacan, it seems that to the Aztecs, perhaps
indeed in recognition of the original function of this part of the
ity s a necropolis, this avenue was known as the Way of the
Dead

The whole idea of a necropolis, or city of the dead, is very
Egyplian. We now know that the Egyptian Great Pyramids of the
IVth Dynasty were not built piecemeal mercly tosafisfy the whims
of despotic pharaohs but were also raised according to a definite
plan. Like Teotihuacan, Giza was uilt to represent something
very definite. The towering pyramids of Giza are not only the most
massive edifices on Earth, they are also symbolic of an amazing
stellar religion. As Robert Bauval discovered and he and I docu.
mented in our book The Orion Mustery, they were laid out to
represent the Belt of Orion, the most recognizable constellation in
the sky. The Egyptians conceived of the Milky Way as a celestial
counterpart of their own river, the Nile. Fvery year they waited in
anticipation for the Nile flood that was both a blessing and matter
of concern. They reeded the fertile mud that the river brought
down from the highlands of Fihiopiz, and they needed the fields
tobeirrigated, butat the same time they feared that the river might
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risetoomuchand fload theirhomes. They believed that the annual
flood was controlled by the gods, and in particular by Egypt's
patrons, Osiris and Isis. It seemed to them that the triggr for the
flood, which occurred in midsummer, was the first appearance of
the Isis star, Sirius, after its annual period of invisibility. This was.
heralded by the earlier rising of Orion, and they therefore watched
the scars of this constellation, which borders on the Milky Way,
with keen anticipation

There was, however, another aspect toall of this. The Egyptians
believed ina heavenly afterworld towhich they hoped their sauls
would go after ceath. The Pyramid Texts, which arc carved into
the walls of certain of the later pyramids, provide abundant
‘evidence that they conceived of this as being in the constellation
ofOrion. All burials took place on the west bank of the Nile which,
wilh its pyramid fields, symbolized the region of Orion on the
banks of the Milky Way. In the language of ritual, the bringing of
a dead bady across the Nile for burial was seen as somehow
connected with the soul’s crossing of the celestial Nile, the Milky
Way, to reach the heavenly paradise of Orion where Osiris
reigned. The Milky Way, then, was a river of the dead—the
original Styx over which the dead must cross if they are to reach
the afterworld. The function of the Egyptian ayramids, in as far
as we understand them, was to assist the pharaoh in this journcy
by making use of the science of correspondences: as above, 50
below. By crossing the Nile, undergoing certain rituals, and being
buried in a pyramid, the pharaoh's soul was believed not only to
0t the stars of Orion but indeed to become a star itself. This, in
outline, was the theory of transformation that underlay the
Egyptian religion and continued ta be its inner mystery longafter
the pyramids themselves were abandoned.

‘The connection betwween the Egyptian pyramids and the Milky
Way is very clear for anyone who wishes to study the matter.
What is also of significance, however, is that there is a similar
connection with at least some of the Mexican pyramids. Among
meny of the tribes of North America there is a belief that the Milky
‘Wayis a path through the sky along which the dead have to travel
on their way to the higher heavens. Often it is conceived of as
having a gate at both ends, where it crosses the ecliptic. One of
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Below he includesa diagram of the object in question, a curious
hook shape with 10 little roundels sculpted on it (see Figure 35
Looking at this [ was immediately reminded not of an elephant’s
trunk (a fatucus suggestion but typical of Waldeck's romanticism)
but rather of a constellation of stars—perhaps Ursa Major or Ursa
Minor. Later [ was to have further thoughts on this and see how
this might not be so far from the truth

Rain was of extreme concern to the inhabitants of Uxmal for
there are no rivers in the area nor even cenoles, the natural wells
that are a feature of the Yus atan. They were entirely dependenton
arlificial cisterns to get them through the dry months of the year
and needed to store as much as possible of whatever rain fell. For
this reason the floors of the temple courts were built with a slight
gracient s0 that they would steer rainwater into the waiting
Cisterns, We had seen something like this before in Monte Alban
where, because the temples were built on a hilltop, there was a
similar water shortage. Here in Uxmal, however, the scale o the
enterprise was staggering and was clearly meant to deal with
‘monsoon conditions.

Another favourite symbol at Uxmal weas the feathered serpent
g0d Quetzelcoatl in all his various forms. There were serpents

Vigure 35 Waldeck's ‘elephant's trunk’

Land of the Rattlesnake
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Appendix 4: The Sunspot Cycle
Thesunssurfaces puictusted from e time by tiny blackspots,the
punber o shich Mictuate nacyclic pattern Lasing somesshere azound

15 Tareh ears. The spots are symptamatic of the cloctromagnetic
activity that is constantly taking place deep within the sun,

Anotysin of the spots shaws hat the sun's magoeti feld, and
affcts i Tocal space the ‘neutsal shee?), reverses about every 3,
Leors.s0 hal five magnetic reversals take place every 18,139 yoars, anct
Cach feversaltakes 37 years o ccomplish from sttt finish

T 1943, R Woolf was the frst Western observor to suggest the existence.
o eyelic pater i the appearance andt disappearance of sunspors on
the sun's suskace, He eslablished an average period of about 1L years

s the differont rate f rotation of the sun's outer Tagers, specifially
the difference between he rotatian rates of the paler and equataral
magretic ficlds, that are mainly responsible for he sunsport cycle. 4%
ko in Chiapter Three (pp. 35 7), e polar field gradually bocomes,
wound up'to forma toroidal ield that varies in srength with latitude
Magaetc lies of orce get tangled up’ with rurbulent gases bencath he.
sun's surface, and burst through the pholesphere, forming a pair of

e A3l d and o)

g 131
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Third level decading

Allhousih one corper had becr found, the other mising cormer did not
repair el until the acelale.and origiral were sightly withdraun apart
until the second missing corner code crmpleted tself. When this
done the cade ‘loops’ carmpleted their mirror images. 1 his done, szl
pictises could be seen descending down the bordr. The three seps
Involved in decoding the border codes are sa0wn in Plale A%

The nextstep was  systemalie search for more composite border code
pictuces, & total of 26 wes found alon the four sides. A sample of some
of the ather discavered composite border codes o Uhe Lid canbe secn i
Plate22a

These story indicators el us that each of these stories may also be
Tound on the inner carving, when the decoding process is used. How-
ever,although the same story oppears, it s depicted difforontly

Fourth level decoding
It Bocame clear that the Lid design contained mort concealed informa-
tion, because the anomalics uncovered in lovel 1 had still et been
sesolved, suggestngthat the decoding wes not yet complete. The burder
s aggain studied fo find any other "efucts” which might have been
sepaired.

The nexe defect noted was that of an unusuial mark o shape, attached
0 the nose of a burder cod character cameo, Clearly Uhis was not asusl,
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Ve 478

Of course Lcould repair the defect with a totich of white paint—out this
wwould be going against all the rules ecause | had not been instriucted o
useany paint. But L had been given an acctate, Thad also been inslrucled.
that the acetete may be placed on (op of th uriginal and that ‘mirror
images' were within the rules f the game. Placing fae cameo head
toether with its micror image, the incomgruous shape was erased (rom
the desig. {he cumposite picture showed only o cameo heads with
their fureheads and nose-ips touct
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had come from Atlantis, and to prove this he compared names of
Mayan ciies witl: those of Armenia, He was on sironges linguistic
ground when he compared Atlantis with the Garcen of the
Hesperides [y italics]

According to the t-aditions of the Phoenicians, the Gardens of the
Hesperides were in theremofe west. Alas lived in these gardens. Allas,
15 we have seen, was ing of Atlantis, The Llysian Fields were com-
monly placed in tie renoic west. .. . Atlas was described in Greek
mythology as‘an enarmous giant, whostoud upon the wester confines
of the ari, and supparted the heavens on his shoulders, in @ region of
the west where the sun continued ta shine aiter he Fad set wpon
Greece

Donnelly was muck: taken with the similarity between the names
Atlantis and Atlas, fol owing through, with some justification, a
possible etymology:
Plato tells us that Atlantis and the Atlanfic Ocean swere named after
Atles, the eldest son of Poseidon, the founder of the kingdom.

Upon that partof the African continient nearcst 1o thesiteof Atlantis
we find i of mountaine, knawn from the most ancient times as
the Atias Mountains. Whence fhis name Atas, :f it be not from the
nanic of the great king of Atlantis? And if this be ot its rigin, hurw
comesitthatwe find itin the most northvestern comer of Africa? And
how doesit happen thatin the lime of Herodotus there dwelt near this
mountain-chzin a people called Atlantes, probably a reonnant of a
colony from Solon's islard?

Lookatit! An"Atlos’ mountain an the shores of Africa; an‘Atlan
town an the shores of America; the “Atlantes’ living along the north
and west coast of Africa; and Actec people from Azllan, in Central
“America; an ocean rolling betvween the two worlds called Alantic’;
mythological deity called *Atas’ holding the world on s shouldrs
and an immemorial tradition of an island of Atlantis, Car all these

Donnelly clearly didn't think so, and spent another 200 pages
ofhis book pushing the point with every possible argument at his
disposal. Even so, a doubt remains. How could a highcivilization,
one that left behind such words as Atlas, Atlantes, Poscidon and
others, have so few physical vestiges? Indeed, are there any
physical traces of Atlantis?
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Much of what he wrote would these days be considered racist,
for he was keen to prove the origins of different pooples. He
writes:

Without Atlantis, how can we explain the fact that the early Feyp.
tians were depicted by themselves as red men on thelr awn monmi-
ments? And, o the other hand, how can we account for the
representation of Negroes on the manumens of Central America?

L 'longeon” says, ‘Besides the sculptures of long-bearded man
scen by the explorer at Chichen ltza, there were all igures of peaple
with small heads, thick lips, and curly short hair or wool, regarded as
Negroes. We always see them as standard or parasal bearers, but
never engaged in actial wartare’.

Speaking in the language of his ime, which was one of uropean
domination over near’y the entire globe, he goes on:

As the Negroes have never been s scagoing ract, the presece of these.
faces amang the antiquities of Central America proves one of two
things:cither the existence of a land connection betuween America and
Africa via Atlantis, a5 revealed by the deep-sea soundings of the
Challenger, or commercial relations between America anc Africa
through the ships of the Atlanteans or some other civilized race,
whereby the Negeoes were braught to America as slaves at a very
remate epock.”

Tew people taday would agree with s ogic tha: the Negroes
themselves were incapableof making such a journey on their own
and must therefore have been brought over to the Americas from
Africaasslaves. Thisis, of course, thelanguagea the 19th century
However, he does have a good point that there arc many sculp-
turesin the Maya regiors of Central America thatdisplay Negroid
features—not least of these are the Olmec heacs wich, though
they may represent rather round-faced, flat-nosed Indians, cou'd
cqually well have been black. More tellingly he next quotes from
the Popul Vul as evidence for the early appearance of white ard
black men in the Americas.

And we find some corroboration of the lcter theory in that singula:
Evok of the Quichds, the Popol Vidk, in which, after descrihing the
creation of the fir<tmen i 2 region of he ising sun’ and enumeration
o their first gencrations, we are told, ‘All seem to have spoken one
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lost continent in the centre of the North Atlantic Ocean is highly
problematical. Not only does this disagree with modern theories
of continental drift bul for the most part the water is very deep
herc. A more likely position for the sunken landmass seers to be
i the region of the West Indies, where in addition to the presence
ofmany islands, the sea is quitc shallow. Here at leastitis possible
to postulate that the ‘sinking’ of Atlantis was really more of a
“rising’ of the sea, brought about by the melting of ice-sheets as the
last Tee Age came Lo an end in ¢. 10,500 BC. The reason we find
fow,ifany, remains of this ivilization in the West Indies s because:
whal are today islands were then mountaintops. The los cities
and fowns of Allantis wauld have been close to the coast and
therefore inundated as the waters rose. What is left of these must,
after 12,500 years, be decply covered with sand and mud

Cayee's sleeping accounts of Allantis did not end with its de-
struction, or even with the stury of how some people escaped to
Egypl and the Yucatan, He prophesied that Atlantis would rise
again. This process, he said, would be gradual, beginaing in
1968-9. He madc this strange prophecy on 28 June 1940:

. A portionof the temples of Atkentis] may yetbe discovered under
the slime of ages of sea water—near whatis known a2 Bimini, off the
coast of Florida.

When he died in 1945 he was not to know that this prediction
was to be contirmed, for in 1968 some strange submarine ruins
were Indeed discovered off the coast of imini Atoll, in the very
area he said they would be.

These curious archagological remains were discovered by a Dr
J Mansan Valentine while diving off the coast of Bimini, What he
found, ata depth of only about 20 to 30 feet of water, was a long
straight wall cansisting of large rectangular blocks. [ his discovery
was confirmed by other divers and immediately the controversy
began as o whether or not this was a manmade featuze. The shecr
size of the blocks (some of them are 1010 15 feet in length) implivs
that if they are ot natural, then whoever laid them there must
have been in posscssion of some very advanced technology.

It would appear that what Valentine had discovered was the
remains of a system of coastal defences against encruachment by
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the sea. All of i lends support to Cayce’s claio that Bimini was
partof the ancien island of Poseidia. For it would seerm thatas the
sealevel rose, sa the Poseidians attempted to hold back the waters
with walls—great dikes made of stone blocks. The final cataclysin
must have come about when these could o longer hold back the
sea and Poseidia itself was overwhelmed. Only the highest
mountaintops remained ahove sea level, and the people—thosesof
them who survived this catastrophe—were forced to migrate
elsewhere.

Fxciling as the discovery of the underwater wall undoubtecly
is, Cayce prophesied something even more remarkable: that,
when the time s right, a secret chamber would be found at Bimini,
He also predicted that two similar chambers will be found else-
where—one near the Sphinx in Egypl, and the other among the
ruins of Iltar’s Lemple in the Yucatan. None: of these thres: halls of
recordshave yet come folight—or if they have, they havenot been
reported—so we can only speculate on what they mighl contain.
However, Cayee was adamant thal in all threc would be found
records relating to the history of Atlanis and its final destruction
around 10,500 BC

Recent rescarch on the Great Sphirnx of Egypt indicates that this
enigmatic statue may well be over 12,000 years old. From weath-
ering paticrns, author John Anthony West and his colleague
geolagist Dr Robert Schoch have produced sirong, evidence for
believing that the Sphinx itself and s associated Valley Temple
must have been carved ata ime when Lgyptwas subject to heavy
rainfall. Other gealogical data indicates that this is consistent with
adate of atleast 9000 BC." Their work backs up evidence presented
by Rabert Bauval and myself in The Orion Mystery. As we pointed
out there, the Figyptians themsclves spoke of the founding of heir
Kingdom at some period in the remote past which they called ey,
Zep: the First Time. This they regarded as having been a golden
age when the gods fraternized with men. Using the SKYGLOBE
computer program to recreate the sky as it would have looked
around 10,430 1, Bauval found thal the constellation of Orion
would then have been at the lowest point of its cycle.” What is
more, the mirroring of the Orion constellation in the sky with the
‘Pyramids of the Memphite Necropolis (the principal theme of The
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Mixtec burial tomb yielded a vast quantity of gold jewellery as
wwell as many carved banes. In the Mexico Museum of Anthopol-
ogy, Catlerell had scen one of the most important finds from
Monte Alban, a curious mask of a bat god. e was now to see
many ceramic representations of this same deity, who seemed to
be the messenger of death.

Something else that caught Cotterell’s attention was a famaus
group of sculptures known as The Dancers, These arc a set of
Zeliefs which depict figures in various postures and which, when
they were firsi discovered, were thought to represent people
dancing (see Plates 31 and 32). Today itis belicved that they have
a medical significance. The building in which they were found is
oncof the oldestat Monte Alban and is thought to have functioned
as a hospital. Some of the sculptures would appear to represent
‘paticnts with obvious abnormalities; others seem to be connected
with aspects of fertilty.

Moving on from Monte Alban, Colierell next visited the
Zapotec site of Mitla, some 40 kilometres down the road. This was
entirely different, being built on relatively low-lying ground. Here
the Zapotecs constructed a ritual centre that again served as a
cemetery. This time, however, the buildings were decorated i a
‘mostextraordinary manner. Whereas the temples at Monte Alban
were all of hewn stone, arranged in step-pyramid fashion with
sloping sides, those at Mitla were rectangular boxes decorated
with large panels of mosaic. These were of most intricate design,
‘made out of small pieces of rock, all carefully ground into squares
and diamonds, and fitted together without cement. There were
around 15 different designsaltogether, apparently signifying such
things as the elements and the seasors. Once more it seemed that
the rain god was important, for the favourite designs were a group
of three that mastly occurred together and which are interpreted
as symbolizing clouds, rain and lightning,

Leaving the Valley of Oaxaca behind, Cotterell now pressed on
with his tour, flying castwards to Villahermosa. From here it was
anly & bus ride to his most important estination: Pacal’s jungle
city of Palenque.

Maurice Cotterell in Mexica 65
The Lost City

In many respects Palenque has changed considerably since its
discovery by Father Ordonez in 1773 and the publication of the
classic Incidents of Travelin Central America, Chiapas and Yucitan by
Stephens and Catherwood in 1843, Two things that have not,
however, are the trapical heat and the mosquitoes. At the edge of
thesteaming jungle, the oppressive atmosphere still challenges all
bt the most intrepid of travellers. Perhaps this is one of the
reasons why the site was abandoned by its builders, for in many.
otherwaysitis the mostimpressive pre-Hispaniccity inthe whole

of the Americas. But the area in which it stands was not always

jungle. Between AD 600 and 800, during what is now termed the
Late Classic, it was denscly populated. It was in fact one of a
number of competing, cilies in the central region of Mayaland, its
origins like its abandonment still something of a mystery. Al-
though not very large—indeed it is considerably smaller than the
famots Yucatancity of Chichen Itz2 that rose t6 prominence later
on n the 10th century—it commands respect for the quality of its
buildings. Mostarchacologists and visitors like agree that it s the
‘mostbeautiful of all Mayan cities, combining aesthelic proportion
with claborate decoration, What we see today, though, is only a
‘pale shadow of how it must once have looked, for when it was
‘built the majority of the buildings were covered with brightly
coloured stucco friezes.> Only small portions of these have sur
vived to the present day, 5o we have to rely on the etchings mace
by the early explorers, particularly Catherwaod, o understand
how they must formerly have looked

Only a small part of Palenque has been fully excavated and
many buildings away from the centre are still ether wrapped in
jungle creepers or buried under carth mounds, The large number
of official, s opposed to domestic, buildings that have been found
testify to its having been an important ceremonial centre. We can
only guess at the sort of colourful rituals that were performed but,
judging by the majesty of the buildings, they must have been
elsborate. The man who seems to have been most responsible for
building this magnificent city was of course Pacal," whoascended
to the throne at the age of 12 and was 80" when he died in AD 683.
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Above: 7 Door leading to tomb of Pacal

Left: 8 Stairway inside Pyramid of Inscriptions

Below: 9 Meeting of Maya nobles (from a mural
by Diego Rivera in Mexico City)
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“The tofal monthly E scan with respect to W is 391437, Each E field
quadzant equates 10 90°. S0 4349 I ields scan W in one month. Each 1
Fil therefore takes 7 days, exactly, L0 scan W,

Compare this with Figure A1 which shonws the sectored strischure of
the solar wind, as discovered by the Mariner Il spacecraft in 1962, and
Tater rodiined by Interplanetary Spececraft MUl in 1963,

The effects uf P on fhe duration of the E field quadrants are now
evident. We clearly see that every 7.5 days fhe sun emits particlos. Tach
7.5 days, wilh respect 1Y, the polarity of particles switches. We can see,
on 14 December, the reduced Fquardrant caused by the mixing of and
E By the end of December this reduc sector hasslid conmtorclockuise,
s we would expect, through the F field. (In the next nonth, January, this
adjacent quadzant will be red el in duration.)

In the foregoing calculatians, the sun and Eart's declinations hay
been amitted to simplify the explanation. Variation in thevelocity of the
Liarth around the sun has likewise boen excluded. (Because the Eurth's
orbitis.an ellipse,its speed varies as a function of proximity s che Larth,
as stated in Kepler’s laws.] These omissions have praduced the 5-day
error betwoen calculation and observation (Figure ATS), af vne mymenst
i time. Over a lung peritel, however, the average quadrant duration s
7days.

Let us label the coluny

o alternating emissions tus

E T and tabulacethe results
[ T ~moth 1 Ares i
i 3 1 Smonth2Tavus -
i 2 1 onth 3Gemm: -
. 2 A nonth 4 Cancer —
i3 2 —month 5 Leo -
' 3 i = ot 31
N L Smonth7lbra 4+
3oz e
i 3 2 orth 9 Sagitarivs +
P i orith 0 Capricorr,
h z = onorth 11
33 4 o

P ass
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Thestatue found by le Plongeonand now residing in the Mexico
City Museurn of Anthropology has turned out to be one of several
similar sculptures. All are modelled i the same uncomfortable-
Tooking posture, straining up on their clbows from a reclining
‘position and peering over their right shoulder as though looking
at something in the distance. At Chichen Itza there s a reproduc-
tion of aChacmoo to beseen on top of the Templecof the Wariors,
standing between two rattlesnake columns, ard a smaller one by
the red-jaguar throne inside the Kukalcan Pyramid, There are one
orfwomare dotted around Chichen and yetanotherinthe Merida
Museum. But even though the Chacmools are some of the most
readily recognizable statucs in the whole of Mexico, and have
become cultural icons for the whole Yucatan region, their true
function remains a total mystery. Most guidebooks contain the
same orlhodox opinion that they were somehow conmected with
the Toltee practice of human sacrifice, perhaps as tables on which
to throw the still-beating hearts of victims. However, there is no
cvidence for this and if they did have this purpose, why does the
figgure look away over his shoulder rather than towards the offer-
ing? Other ideas that they acted as chairs or loungers are equally
unconvineing; they are uncomfortable to look at, et alone sit o
S0 what were they, then?

Don Josc has his own ideas about the Chacmools and is out-
raged by the accepted orthodoxy that they were simply used as
receptacles for the hearts of victims, In his small guidenaok to the:
1uins of Chichen Itza he wites concerning the ane inside the
Kukulcan Pyramid:

So-calledd Chacmool. This name is scandalously false. the real one will
perhaps never be known, The statue reprosents a priestor deity lying
down on its back with bent knees. It holds 3 four ratile-square with a
Solar dise in the centre. It expresses the idea of heaven with oac
rattlesnake in each corner.

Further on in the same little buok he describes the ‘Tomb of the
Chac-Mool', also known as the Platform of Venus.
Here we have twn wrong mmes for an unkrown osject. In it was

ered by le Plongeon] the famous so-called Chac-Mool. The
s beautiful ratelesnae symbols and, as a characteristic, the

disc

The New Fire, the Chacmonls, and the Skull of Doom 139

Pop sign that belongs <0 the frst month of the Mayan calendar. The
use of his platform is unkneven, as is that of other temp.es.”

Flsewhere Don José says that the Astee New Tire was brought
out of a sacred wooden object placed on the chest of a sacrificial
victim ™ Reading this got me thinking: could the so-called
Chacmools af Chichen It7a be substitutes for such a victim? Ifso,
what svas their purpose? My first guess was that they were gods
ofthe New Fire, and that at the appropriate lime a fire was it on
the small platform each of them holds an his stomach. In Friar
PernardinoSabagun’s sccount, reproduced above, il was said that
the Aztecs also brought with them for the New Fire corcmony
something calied a cu, which was both a god and a temple. Could
it be that ihis was their equivalent of a Chacmool, a statue of a
fire-god which also ected as an altar?

Another question that posed itself was, hosw was this fire |it?
Sahagun's account tlls us hal the Aztees lt their New Fire soon
after midnight, when the Pleiades hadl crossed the meridian. He
does not tell us how they did this but we can presume it was
done either by striking flints or rubbing togelher woacen slicks
However, this need not have been so in the case of the Mayan
festival for the new year: this continued over five days and there
s no suggestion that the fires were lit at midnight. Landa tells
us that the idols brought along on these accasions were Luid on
a bed of leaves. Why, T asked myself, did they do that? Because
he then tells us that once the New Fire was li, incense was kept
burning throughout the rest of the five-<day ceremony, | began to
suspect that this was connected with the ‘icols” and their leaves.
It seemed likely that the incense-burners were placed near the
idols and replenished as needed from piles of fragrant leeves.
However, looking at the symbolism of the ritual t seems to me
likely that the Maya obtained their New Fire not from flints or
sticks but directly from the sun itself. They could easily have
done this using some sort f burring-glass to refract the dawn
7oy of the sun 50 35 o st fire o a bonlire placed near the
Chacmool ‘il or e






