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T realized that if T s+ayec} outside much longer, T
was gohha se‘l’ burnt to o CRISP. But ho{)od in
any of the deluxe campers would let me inside.
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T finally made it to our camper. And when T
oPehed +he door, my whole 'Family was alrea&y +here.
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EVeryohe was ca”ihs the smallest kid Juicebox, and
}xe seemed to be 'ﬂ\e onhe in c}mrse. ’ﬂ\e knd wH‘)n
+he inner tube was Bis Marcus, and T couldnt

tell if he was wearing +hat ‘H\ihs for fun or if he
couldnt ac+ua||>l get OUT of it.

The +all Skihhy kid was Weevil, and the b°7 with
+he shaved head was called DooDoo. T dont
wahha be mean or ah7/+)nih3 , but that {)o?/ reo\lly
lived vp o his hickname.
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T really wanted to do Some‘ﬂ'\ihs more exciting,
like rock climbihs, but Mom was dead set on us all
doihs SOmeﬂ\ihs as a famﬂy.

Mom said the Fun Float would be RELAXING,
and after we \)u+ on our life Jacke'i's, we Srab’oed
the cooler and a few other things from the
camper 4o +ake with us on the river.

Af‘fer our exPeriehce with the fish farm 7es+erda7 ;
T wasn+ crqzy about 3eHih3 into the water
again. But there were a bunch of other ‘)eovle Joihs
the Fun Float , Yoo, and T fisured if Hhere were
any piranhas in the river, +¥\e7/’cl go for THEM
before ‘H\?./A 9o for ME.
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’ﬂ\ere was a HUGE crash of |i3}\+hih9 5 and it
sounded like it mis}ﬁj\le hit sameﬂ\ihs hedrby.
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’pneh +he air-raid siren on +o‘> of the |odse cranked
P, wh’ch made eVeryﬂxihs even more STRESSFUL.
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And T dont mean to be rude or ahyﬂxihs, but
T seriously ho‘)e Uncle Gary has boush-r new

underwear since }\e moved out.

A'H‘er Gammie 9ave us some sandwiches to take
wiﬂ\ us, we }xH ﬂ\e road.
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Mom wanted us all 1o swim, but T was still pre
scarred from my LAST ex\aeriehce in a lake. P|us, I
dont trust dh}' water T cant see +¥\rou3¥\.

There was sameﬂ\ihs weird s+ickih3 up in +he middle
of the lake, and T \Doih'fed it out 1o Dad. He said
i+ was \)robabl Just a branch, but it didnt look
like a branch 1o ME. And when you can oh|7/ see a
Par‘f of someﬂ\ihs, it could be ANYTHING.
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Bia Marcus \Ddcic“ed out to ﬂ\e middle of ‘H\e |ake,
and sure ehous}x, +he +eehq3ers oPehed fire as
soon as 'Hwey saw him.

Ahc{ ﬂ\a‘i”s w)neh 'ﬂ\e rest of us made our MOVE.
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Af‘!’er c{ihher, we tied up our +ras\\ and \-\ois+e<{ it
in a tree with a rope, like the suy at the cam‘pihs
store told vs to. T figured if any bear was smar+
ehous}x Yo 3"-+ at our ‘h’as}\ 5 ‘H‘\eh ‘H\e)/ Aeser\led
to have it.
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Wedhesdax

T4 vouVe ever wondered what it's like 4o be
s?ra)/eci {)7 a skunk, T can +ell you from firsthand
ex?eriehce. Tt feels like )/ou’Ve gohe BLIND, and
7/our ey/es s+ih3 like CRAZY.

So you have to flush them out with water, if 7/ou’re
|uck7/ ehous}\ +o have ah7/ hedrby.
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Ah& what REALLY stunk was when he started
usihs rn)/ SHAMPOO.

T didnt feel like getting in an argument with a
haked suy , So T LEFT. But some Soq‘)sucis so+
in my eye, and T could 'Darely see where T was

soihs.

122





images/00032.jpg
So no onhe was really \74)/.’?\3 attention when we
hit a shallow part in +he river and came to a
com\vle‘fe STOP. We had to take our tubes out

of the water, and it wasnt fun wa”(iha across a

bunch of s}mr\) rocks in our bare feet.

Once ‘H\e river 30+ deePer, we \70+ ‘H\e tubes

back in the water. But my inner tube mustve got
Puhd’urec} in the shallow part, because it was |osih3
air. So T took Manny's +ube, and we em?‘h'ed +he
ice out of the cooler so he could uvse THAT.
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But it turned ovt that was the LEAST of our
\DroHems. The rain was getting a lot HEAVIER,
and all of a sudden the stream wasnt so

SHALLO\/\/ dh}/more.

Now our sewage )nookuP was UNDERWATER, and
it didnt take |oh3 for the 5715+em to back vp-

ﬂ'\e mess in 'H'\e baﬂ\room overflowed into ﬂ\e
maih |ivih3 area, and we scrambled o kee\a off
the floor. We knew we couldnt stay inside the
camper, so we tried to 3e+ OUT. But 57/ now the
water in the stream was movihs so fas+, it wasnt

SAFE 4o leave.
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So we emptied the whole thing out. And it was
P S,
Pre-H?/ clear we were gohna have to throw almost

evary-ﬂxihs away, esvecia"y our FOOD.

Mom gave me mohey and sent me vp to the camp
store to get +he Jeskuhkihs su?\alies and some
sroceries. But on m wqy up +)nere, T could +ell
sameﬂ\ihs wasnt RIGHT.

188





images/00026.jpg
But once we 30+ o +)ne middle of ﬂ\e stream,
+here was an awful sound, and the camper srouh&
1o a halt.

We were stuck on a 3.'am+ ROCK, and Someﬂ\ihg
3o+ knocked loose from the bottom of the camper.
T'm not an expert on cars or anythin ) but

P hing
whatever that ‘H’\ihe was, it looked like it was
pretty IMPORTANT.
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There was a snack shack in the \Dool area, and the
|auh&romq+ dh& {)aﬂ\)nouse were close b)/

T wanted +o kill a li+tle more 4ime before T

went back to our camper in case Dad wasnt done
ern\)'!'ynhs out the sewage tank. So T exﬂorec} Some
of +he other campsites to see what +)ne7/ were like.

ﬂ\e hicest ones were the deluxe cam‘)sH’es +hat
overlooked the stream. Those \)eo?le had satellite
Jus}\es ahd fanc snlls, ahd ‘H\e)/ \\qc{ actual
LAWNS +hat +)ne7/ +ook care of.

7777 7T TTNNNNNNNNNNN

W c\—\“‘ j,' CHIK
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Someﬂ\ihs that's rno\kih3 +his summer feel reaull)/
|oh3 is that T cant 90 to my friend Rowley's
}xouse. Ahd ‘ﬂm‘i”s because }\e’s off on some bis
EuroPeah vacation with his ‘Family.

When Rowley first told me about his family’s
\>|o\hs, T +tried to see if his parents mis)n-r let me
tag along. But T guess Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson
arent as s)\ar‘) as T ‘Hnous)n‘f ‘H\ey were, because
‘H\e)/ hever Ficke& up on cmy of my hints.

T'LL BET YOUR TRIP WOULD BE
MORE FUN IF YOU HAD A
FRIEND ALONG! YEP...WONDER
WHO MIGHT LIKE TO COME?

So now Rowley’s ?robably off \\avihs +he time of
his life while T'm doihs QVe-\whclred-\)iece Vuzzles

in m7/ srahdmoﬂ\er)s basement.
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The stream was ?re‘H')/ shallow in this spot, so T
didnt see how these 3u>/s were gohha catch dh)/
fish. But T found out the real reason they came
here wasnt to fish, it was to TALK. And +)ne>/
qrsued about EVERYTHING.

The first topic was which sus‘)er}\ero would win in a
fis\'rh and that turned into a conversation about
ch’n superpower was best. Ahd same}\ow ﬂm‘f
turned into a debate about what kind of animal
ou'd c}'\oose Yo 'Fis}ﬁ if 7Iou were sentenced to

death.
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He said him and the other 30}/5 3o+ roPed into the
fight, and the vy that started it all was still on
+he loose. And when the camp director asked him
+he name of the "rihsleader," Juicebox threw the
hew 30}/ under the bus.

But T guess the camp director wasnt convinced.
Because after he let the other uys go, Ne made
Juicebox walk door 4o door with him to find +this
Jimm7/ Dogfis)n character.

I really didnt wanna be 'H\ere wheh 'H\ey reac‘ne&
MY camper. So when T so+ back o our cam‘)sﬁe ;
I told everyone we needed to eat quick so we

couH 3e+ o ‘H\a‘t P°°| ‘mr'l?/.
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Mom said she +)not;3¥\+ T'd run ahead to the
camper when the rain s+qr+ed, and it was a
MIRACLE T was OK.

To be honest with you, T fel+ the same way.

’ﬂ'\d’f storm came at the \Deﬁ[ed’ moment, and T
almost felt like i+ was the work of a )ms}\er power.

Or maybe it was just one bis cosmic JOKE.

Because if there's one -H\ihs T learned +ohi3‘\+,
it's that God has a sense of HUMOR.

184





images/00022.jpg
I )ndVe Yo admit ﬂ'wd' once we 3o+ Soihs, it
WAS kind of requihs. Maybe even a little TOO
reldxihs. Rodrick fell as|ee\7 , while Dad answered
work emails and Mom checked in with Mahhy’s

\)e&ia-friciah.

HIS STOOLS SEEM A
LITTLE RUNNY. SHOULD
I ADD MORE FIBER TO

222
HIS DIET? 2o

(&

o7
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Thats when T started to get WORRIED. T
remembered the 3u7 at the campihs store sayihs
+hat sometimes bears will use human trails because
s easier than walkihs +\'\rou3¥\ +he brush. So T
really didn* feel sooc} about hahsihs out in the
middle of an INTERSECTION.

TVe read that a bear’s sense of smell is a thousand
+imes better than a human's. So when T \>u||ec} out
the container of |i\> balm T had in my ?ocke‘l', T
\Drac+ica||7/ started hy\aerVethilaﬁhg.

QAS
(¥

T decided +o get off the trail, which turned out
to be a dumb move. Because once T was off the
?aﬂ\, T couldnt find my wa7/ BACK.

GRGANIC
WANEUR
LIP BALM

M)/ mind started racing, and T ‘Hnous)n‘f about
what would \-\a\)\)eh it T was lost for GOOD.
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When we started off, Dad was SUPER excited
about the camper. He said since he could work
anywhere he wanted now, we could live on the
road until our house was finished, and md?l{)e even

LONGER.

Then Mom chimed in. She said we could +ravel
around the couh‘l'r)l and record our adventures )

‘H\eh become one of ‘H\ose families who 3e+s famous
on the Tnternet.

Gottin’ Around
o)

@ LIKE SUBSCRIBE

I was ac+ua||7/ s+qr‘h'h3 +o se‘f into +)ne w)nole RV
|E'Fes+7'|e, too.
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T closed my eyes and tried +o Pre+eh& T was by
myseh[. But that was kind of hard o do when the
person in +he next stall started getting CHATTY.

IS THAT RASPBERRY
SILK SHAMPOO?

I decided +o wrap ‘H\ihgs up and 3e+ out of
‘H\ere. But ﬂ\e s\\ower s+0\7Pecl before I }\a& a
chance o rinse the s}mn\\)oo out of my hair.
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B}/ now it had started +o RAIN, and it was
comih3 down Pre‘H' )nard. But wheh we turned
+he headlis)n‘fs bacz on, T fihall)l found the quce

where the stream was shallow.

Dad ‘)u+ his foot on the accelerator. We edse&
out slowly, and for a minute it looked like we were

gohna be able to make it all the way across.
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There was no |h[e3uard oh 4017', So everyone was

?re‘H7/ much cloihs whatever 'H'\ey WANTED.

T
SRS
:::0’0‘0‘ 0%

T didn* really feel safe going in +he ?°°|’ so T
decided 4o relax in the hot tub instead. But +hat's
when T found out +hat +his ?lace wash+ Jokihs
around about the “\>e+-friehd|7/" ﬂ\iha.
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/ﬂ\eh we found ouvt WHY. As soon as we 3o+ o
the middle of the lake, sameﬂ\ihs BIG landed
n's}vf hext to our cance. And a second later, there

was ANOTHER svlash.

Some teenagers vp on +he hill had turned a
}mmmock into a 3:'ah+ SLINGSHOT, and 'H\?.)/ were
usihs us for TARGET ?racﬁce.
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T guess T should be 3ra+e1[u| we live in a time
when toilets even EXIST. Rodrick told me +hat
+he vy who invented the f |us)nih3 toilet was
hamed ‘ﬂ\omas Cra\)\)er. Ahd 1 doh’+ know if
+hat's trve or if i's another one of his Jokes.

T4 i+s TRUE, T hoye +hat 3u7/ made a ton of
mohey. Becavse T wouldnt want a bo&y function
named after ME.

YO, I'™M GONNA
TAKE A GREG!

Dad got a fire going and cooked some beef stew.
He was gohha serve baked beans o 90 wiﬂ\ it,
but Rodrick left ﬂ'\e can oo close to +)ne 'Fire,
ahd ‘H\a‘f was -H\e ehd of THAT.
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T don*t wanna be corny or ahyﬂxihs, but we
ac+uq||7 DID make o few hq‘)Py memories &urihs

our S‘hy.

N . .
o

NG

\Se

Bt T Jus-f wanha \:oih+ out that T was ris\\‘l',
because it took a miracle for it +o }\q??eh.

T'm not sure we needed o 9o ‘H‘\rough all that
DRAMA, 'H-\oush. So maybe the next +ime we do

Some‘ﬂ'\ihs as a fqmily, we can stick with Someﬂ\ihg
BORING, like mni golf.
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Some of the rows had THEMES, and PeoPle went
kind of crazy with the decorations.
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A few Peo‘ple didnt have full-sized campers, and
T felt 3ra+e1[u| that Uncle Gary hadnt left us
one of THOSE instead.
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While we were roasting our marshmallows over the
fire, Dad got all serious. He told us +hat a |oh3
time a9o he went cam?ihs with his daci, and

+)ne7/’d met a crus+7/ old ranger who told them a

m”’)’ s+or7'.

Matilda, and shed follow him wherever he'd go-
But then this one his}ﬁ +he ranger made a
FIRE, and he saw a weird creature with 3|owih3
red eyes Prowh’hﬁ around the ec}ge of the camp.
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Mom said we could save mohey by s+a7/ih3 close to
home ah& visHihs \)|qces in our owh community. But

The gohe on ehoush school field trips o feel like
I know +\\is +own ihsi&e ahd out.

WASTEWATER
TREATMENT
FACILITY

TXRXEIEX
RN

A\

The ohly ones who could agree oh what we should
do were me and Rodrick. We both voted +o 90 +o
the Thrills and S\)ius amusement \Dark, which would

be CHEAP since Gramma got hahr—\:rice coupons ih
+he mail.
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We entered the ballooh-\)o‘)\)ihs re|o\7/ as a -qum'l)/,

but we came in last ‘ylace since Manny didnt have
ehous\'\ boc}y weis)(ﬁ to burst the first balloon.

Mom made Dad enter +)ne beer be“y contest, but
he didn*t even make it past the first round.
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Bis Marcus said that if you broke +he pact, +hen
you had o 9o ﬂ\rous}\ the Pool Noodle Gauntlet,
which sounded \Dre-Hy HARSH 4o me.

Resular Marcus said that if one of us snitched,
that person heeded to wear his underwear on his

head for a whole ddy.
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Uhfor+uha+e|7/, T went a little too far and ended
vp n a \)ar+ of the river where the water was
rea”y ROUGH. And a few seconds later, T got

tossed from m7l inher tube.

T+ was dc+ua||7l pre SCARY. The water was
movihs fast, so T ‘yo.’h+e& my feet downstream o
make sure T didnt crack m7/ head open onh a rock.

Z D\ S - =
—— .
—_— °°, & ’Q\m
—~——M —_—~————
—_—
ey A

T called out for HELP, but the \)eo?le around me
\\a& ‘H\eir mMuSIC vp oo |oud to even hotice.
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Usually when Mom ells us weve had ehoug\\ screen
time, we |l +ake a break. But as soon as she stops
paying attention, we ll get ris}ﬁ back on. And
after a while she'll se‘l' tired of ‘Fis\\‘h'ha us and
Just give vp, which is what we ‘H\ous\'ﬁ would
‘\o\\)\?eh +oda7.

T+ turned out Mom wasnt messing around on this
+ri\>. When we 30‘1’ back on our devices ) she \)u+
+hem in a clear \>|as+ic box that had a imer on top.
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Luckily, T found my way +o the laundromat,
w}xere ﬂ\ere was a sink. Ahd 'H'\q‘l' water was

FREE.

Once T finished rinsing +he s}mm‘)oo out of my
hair, T started |oo‘<ih3 for our clothes. But
someone had taken them out of the washihs
machine and durn\)ed +hem on the floor so 'H\e)/
could put THEIR clothes in.
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When traffic slowed down, Mom let Manny sit
in the front seat so he could feel like he was
"drivihs." But T think she realized it was a

mistake when he started |d7/ih3 into the horn.

T+ was cool beihs out on the opeh road and all,
but after a while ever ﬂ\ihs started to kind of
look the same. So me and Rodrick went on our
3a&3e+s to pass +he ime.

After an hour or so, Mom said we'd had ehoush
screen time for ‘H\e day and we needed to be of f

our electronics.

38





images/00038.jpg
Dad wants to drive around and visit a bunch
of Civil War battlefields and take part in a

reenactment. But nobody else was crazy about

\>u++ih3 oh wool uhderwear n ﬂ\e mid&le of Ausuﬁ.

Mahhy wants to go to the Animal Safari, which
we used o Visit a lot when T was little. But the
animals in that ‘)|dce alwa?/s seem so SAD, esPecially
+he Johkey 'ﬂ\e?' Paih‘i’e& o look like a zebra.
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ﬂ\eh ﬂ\e)/ 30+ in an o\rsurnerﬁ about w}\eﬂ\er it

would be better +o (is}ﬁ a person with the head
of a shark or a shark with the head of a person.
And the guys were 5\7|5+ down the middle on that

T’ne conversation 30+ \Dre+ }xecﬁec} J and 'ﬂ\eh it
3o+ PHYSICAL. T didnt wanna 3e+ \wr‘h so T
tried to s+a7 out of the way.
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B}/ how it was dark out, and Mom said we should
turn in for the night. But Dad said the best part
of campihs was sitting around the cam\n[ire under
+he stars.

That got Mom all EXCITED and she ried +o get
us to join ih oh a sohg that she said she learned
at summer camp when she was a kid. But the rest
of us arent real bis on sihs-alohss, S0 we Jus+
waited for Mom to wrap it up.

JOHNNNN_JACOB
% " JINGLEHEIMER
SCHMIDT! HIS NAME ,/7
¢ IS MY NAME, TOO!

After that, Dad broush‘r out some marshmallows,
and we found some |oh3 sticks.
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THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES
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Once your Vision improves, you start to notice
+he SMELL, which is like a mix of rotten e99s
and roadkill. Ahd 700 dont J'us+ SMELL i+, 7'ou
TASTE it. But trust me, the best +hing is 4o
hot get sPro?'ed in the FIRST ‘>|qce.

One of the books we boua\ﬁ at the camping store
had a c\'\q‘)‘fer oh what you should do if 7/ou 9ot
sPraye& ’07 a skunk. But it wasnt that )ne|‘>1[u| 5
since we couldnt 3e+ o\h7/ of the ihgrec}iehﬁ’s until
+he store o?ehed in the morhing.

SO YOU'VE BEEN SKUNKED

Getting sprayed by a skunk is no é 2 2

laughing matter. But if it happens
to you, here’s what you can do to
remove the smell:

* Fill a bathtub with 10 pints of 3 percent
hydrogen peroxide, 20 tablespoons baking
soda, and 10 teaspoons liquid dish soap.

* Bathe, rinse, lather, and repeat as necessary!
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T 'ﬂ\ous}ﬁ \Deo?|e were acting kind of nuts at the
POOL vesterda 5 but at +he lake it was at a
whole different LEVEL.

’ﬂ'\ere was a rope swihs qHached Yo a {)is +tree
that went out over the water. But T wasn+
planning on using that thing unless it RAINED
for a few do\ys first.

§
N TRV

ﬂ'\ere were some rafts { |oa'h'h3 n +)ne middle of
the lake, and T ﬂ\ous}ﬁ about srabbihs one. But
T c)no\haed my mind when T saw how \Deovle were

usihs ‘Hwem.
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T ‘ﬂ\ous}ﬁ' +he +ri\7 was gohnha take twent
minutes, but it had qlreacl)/ been +wo HOURS,
with no end in sis\ﬁ. And we really slowed down
when we got stuck behind a {)is 9roup of \Deo?le
Jammihs vp the river.

PRV,

R ‘J'—J'Mﬁ

T hit a warm S\)o+ in the water, and T Ve been in
ehous)n baby pools to know what THAT meant. So
when the river got wider T \)ddc“ed my +ube around
+hose suys to +r7 and get out of their wake.
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The camper was -Fillihg up with water, and we had
to climb even HIGHER. Rodrick ‘)ulle& himself onto
‘ﬂ\e roof first : and ‘ﬂ\eh *\e|\7ed ﬂ\e REST of us
up to safe‘f}/.
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Resular Marcus said he wouldVve been WITH them,
but he had +o go back to his camper +to srab his
squirt gun. And b)/ +he time he got to +he |oc}3e r
the doors were alrea&y LOCKED.

?

// J166LE
JIGGLE |

So Resular Marcus climbed vp on a recyc“hs bin 4o
look ﬂ\roush the window and see what was going
on. Ahd w\\a‘r he saw wasnt PRETTY.
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T could tell the deluxe campsite Veoyle didnt like
us ecohomy suys }\qhsihs qrouhd ﬂ\eir \Dro?er'h'es,
ﬂ\ous)n, so T didn* stick around lohs.

The spots farther down the hill werent as
hice, but each row was kind of like its own little

heis‘wbor\'\ooci.

One of the rows had a bunch of older ‘JeoPIe
in it, so Tm suessihs +hat was the area for
retirees. A few rows down were families with
little kids.
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Mostly T just thought it was cool that T could
use +)ne toilet+ w}\ﬂe we were cruisihs clowh ‘H\e

\\i 3¥wwa7.

The ohly ‘H\ihs T didnt like about Uncle Gary's
camper was +hat it didnt have seat belts in the
|ivih3 area, which was a ?ro{ﬂem whenever Dad hit

+he brakes.
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T could #ell when T was getting closer o +he
ecohomy row because the camPsHes were Packed a
whole lot TIGHTER, and Pe0\7|e had to make the
most of their space.

When T 3o+ back to our carn\)si‘h: ) Dad was cookihs
hot &oss oh the 3n'||. T wanted 4o ask him if he
washe& Hs )nahds after cloihg ‘H‘\e Sewage }xooku?,
bt T ‘H\ous*ﬁ he mis\'rf 3e+ qhhoye& wi‘H\ me.
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’ﬂ\e second I Saw ﬂm‘f ﬂ\ihs I knew w%wf it
was, because T'd seen +the ads in one of Momss

arenting magazines.
P g-ag

SET TIMER FROM
BULLETPROOF 10 MINUTES TO
GLASS 10 YEARS!

Mom set the timer for two \'\ours, +hen went

back 4o her seat vp front. Whoever made that
‘H\ih& knew w}m‘r ﬂ\e were c{oihg, becavse me and
Rodrick couldn+ fisure out \\ow to crack it.
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We were headed n's"ﬁ for that BRIDGE. Ah& if
we %ad stayed w}xere we were on ﬂ\e roof, +\m+
'ﬂu'hg would haVe +aken our HEADS off.

ﬂ'\a'f's when T noticed that some of ‘H\e seat
cushions from the kitchen had floated outside
+he side door. T Jum‘)ed first, and eVeryohe else
followed my lead.
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Since my -Fo\mil)/ couldnt settle on ahy-ﬁxihs, 5
su33e5+ed we all go oh our OWN vacations ah& &o

a slides}\ow of eVeryohe’s +ri\75 w}xeh we 3e+ back.

Mom said +he whole point of {)eihs oh a famil
vacation is to do things TOGETHER. She says
that one Jay vs kids are gohha go our se?o\ra+e
wa s, and time’s ruhhnhs out to make \'\a?\)y
memones as a FAMILY.

F8aq

But believe me, for THIS family +o make \-\o\\v\))/
memories +03e+¥\er, it's gonhha take a MIRACLE.
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NAAAARGHy

But when he heard Cutter laugh, we were
BUSTED. Ah& it was ‘H\e LAST suy we shoulcy\le

been rnessihs wi+)n , too.
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Matilda chased after the creature, and the ranger
tracked her &ee\) into the woods. But +he onl
trace of the Aos was her broken collar lyihs on the

srouhd.

Dad said +that eVery hisH', +he ranger would slee\D
in his cabin alone, \\o\)ihs Matilda would find her
way back to him. And on his}'ﬁ's Just like +ohi3¥\+,
when there was a crescent mooh, he'd hear +he

howl of a beqsle Jee\) in the woods.
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By the time T got to the store, all the food was
GONE, and the shelves were ‘>ro\c‘h'cq||>/ bare. T
was lucky there was still some h Jroseh \Deroxi&e
and ‘bakihs soda left, because if T4 got +here
a few minutes later, Somebody \arobably would Ve

scoo?eci +hem vp, +oo.

T 4ried to ask someone what was ha\avehihs, bt T
guess +he ke‘l’chu‘) and mustard werent c}oihs +heir
Job coVen'hs vp the skunk smell.
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Some other ‘Jeo‘yle didnt have campers at ALL.
There was one campsite +hat looked like it had
a full mo+orc7/c|e gang in it, and T was 3|o\d we
didn*t end up as heis\\bors with THOSE 3u7/s.

;' |||| 2 \]/ v y

But i+ mis}x'f’Ve been even WORSE if we ended up
in the \>e+-friehcl|>/ row. Decause that area was a
total ZOO.

: ,,m% @*ﬁ
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Plus, ‘H\ey Just o\vehecl a new roller coaster called

Track jumper +hat's SUPPosed to be +o+a||>/ INSANE.

Mom said the rides at Thrills and Spills are too
scary for Mahhy, so she 5u33es+ed we go to
S+or7/book Village, which has rides for all ages.
But me and Rodrick have had ehous}x of Little
Miss Muffet's Mild Ride for one lifetime.
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But once we were all on the roof, +he camper

started to TURN.

(W3 \\\\\\\\
RIS A

By now ‘H\e stream was oVenqowihs 5 o\hd 'H\e camper
lifted free from the rock it was stuck on. Five
seconds later, we were &n’fﬁhs downstream.
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Plus, ‘H\ey knew where all the cute 3ir|s in camp
were s-l'a)/ihs and when ﬂ\e)/ each ate lunch.
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But it kind of BACKFIRED. Because when
Rodrick howled, Manny JUMPED. And that's
how Dad ended vp with a ﬂamihs marshmallow
stuck 1o his knee.

N

T think Dad was about to dive in the stream o
\)u+ out the fire 5 but |uck| Rodrick remembered
where we ke\)+ the fire ex+:h3u.s¥\er

\
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We knew we couldn+ go to s|ee\> srne“ihs like
Skuhk, so we tried to find sameﬂ\ihs o cover vp
the odor.

Lucki |>/ +here were a bunch of ke+c¥w\> and
mustard Packe'fs in one of the drawers ) and we
rubbed +he condiments all over ourselves. Mann
found a bottle of Uncle Gary’s cologne between
+he seat cushions P but that stuff smelled almost as
bad as the SKUNK.

We all had a terrible his\ﬁ’s s|ee‘>, and when we

woke in the morhihs, we realized it wasnt J'us+
uS +¥\a+ stunk. I+ was eVery‘H\ihg inside ﬂ\e

camper, too.
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When T got back to our campsite, all T wanted
to do was crawl back into bed. But Mom said we
were all going down 1o the lake and T needed +o
?u+ oh my baﬂ\ihs suit.

T reminded her that T didnt HAVE a bathing
suit ahymore, and T was ho?ihs +hat would get
me off the hook. But Mom said Rodrick had a
SPARE ; and even ‘H\ous)n T'm not a fan of
wearing someohe else’s clothes, T knew there was
ho ‘)oih+ in debq‘h'hs her about i+.

g\
T f.‘sured if we svlashed around the lake for a

few minutes and acted like we were *\qvihs a soocl
+ime, Mom would be satisfied and let us 90 back o
camp. But s)ne brous}ﬁ \'\er camera wH'*\ \-\er, and
‘H\aﬁ alwqys comvlica‘fes ‘H\ihss.
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M)/ fami |7/ tried to save me, but it turns out
+¥\e7/ re +o+a|l7 useless in an emeraehcy

\M - \\M
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o ‘.‘/'.‘
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T+ turns out +)nere was ho ice cream at+ ALL. /ﬂ\e
camp director told the Quys ﬂ\ey were gohna have
to scrub ever ihc}\ of +}\e shack s}\ack Yomorrow

morhihe, and vse TOOTHBRUSHES +o do it.

T guess Juicebox didnt like the sound of ﬂ\a‘h so
he told the camp director the whole 'Hnihs was a
bis MISUNDERSTANDING.

e
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For a secohc}, I +)nou3h+ eVeryﬂxihs was soihs o
be OK. /ﬂ'\eh I ho‘h’cecl sameﬂ\ihs &rif‘h’hs awa
from me and realized it was my BATHING SUIT.

gy —E

A |i1[e3uqrcl from the adventure center started
wadihs out after me with a life preserver. And T
knew if T Jus+ ke\>+ )no\haihg on to that branch,
she'd RESCUE me.

— @fr
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But all T could think of were the \Deo‘>|e in the
|ah&ih3 area who were about to see me without m
baﬂ\mg suit. And Rodrick was a|reac}7/ recordlhs
me with his ?\'\ohe
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AUGUST
’ﬂwrsdqx
T love my -Farm'l)/ and all, but T dont need +o
sPehJ +weh+>/-rrour Nours a Ja?/ with them, seven
days a week. Ahd +}\a+’s EXACTLY 'H\e way it's

been around here |a+e|>/.

THs not just ME who's getting tired of +his,
ei‘l’}\er. We're ALL 3oih3 a litte nuts, and if

‘H\ih\gs dont c}mhse sooh, ]: ﬂ\ihk were gonha go
off ‘H‘\e Aee‘) end.

Mom says we Ve been cooved vp for too |oh3, and
we just need a Vacation. But what we rea“y need

is a Vacation from each OTHER.
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Ah& somebo d}/ had grea ased the sln&e, so Veovle
were mhs {fﬂ\‘fﬂ\hs‘t hundred miles an

SPLISH W
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’ﬂ\ese 307/5 were bis \arqhks+ers, +oo. Weevil found
a half-filled bottle of s}mm?oo on the srouhcl, and
+hat gave Juicebox an IDEA. He +ook us around
+he back of the bathhouse o +the wall on +he other
side of the shower stalls.

As soon as the person hear the window finished
rinsing +he saapsu&s out of his hair, Juicebox

Squir‘fecl more s}\am‘)oo onh )nis scalP.

Ve e
ﬂ'\e suy lathered vp his hair AGAIN, and once
he finished rihs:‘hs it, Juicebox was there with
qhoﬂ\er squir‘t A-Her a couvle more rounds of +)(\|'s,
+he vy started geing CRAZY.
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T’nere were some Siahs for “scenic attractions ,"
so Dad \)ulled over at the exit for a \>|qce called
Culpeﬂ)er’s Ravine.

Mom got all excited because she said we were like

ex\7|orers who were about to see same+)nih3 new.
But uhfor+uha+e|7/, some OTHER ex\>|orers beat us
to i+.

; LOT g
B m

We couldnt find ahy ?arkuhs, so we had to move
alohs And i+ was the exact same s+or7 for the
hext ‘H\ree Places we tried o s+o‘>
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images/00092.jpg
Manhy wasnt+ FINISHED, ﬂ\ous}\. He 3ro\b{>ed
something out of +he 3|oVe compartment, +hen he
shot off the flare gun for the second time +his +ri\>.

Even +)nous¥\ it was sill raining hard, the flare
li+ up the sky. A few minutes later, we saw
headlis)n‘fs comihs our way. A+ first T ‘Hnous)n‘f
\)eoPIe were coming to RESCUE us. But when
‘H\ey got to +he bn’dse, 'H\ey Just ke‘ﬁ' GOING.
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But now I was 'H\e ohe w}\o was \Dahickiha. Because
if nobody could get IN +o camp, +hat meant
hobody could get OUT, either.

T ran back to tell Mom and Dad what was going
on. But {)7 +hen our heisH)ors had woken vp,

and a\:'\)o\reh‘l'l)/ +\~\e7/ werent cro\zy about the
skunk smell.

T filled Mom and Dad in on the bridse situation.
Mom said the mos+ important 'H'\ihs was that we
didnt PANIC, because ‘H\o\'i’ never hel‘)s. Ah& s)ne
said that what we should be focused on risH' now
was se‘Hihs n'cl of 'H\is ODOR.
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While we were c|eahih3 vp +he mess, T told Mom
and Dad T ﬂ\ous)n‘f coming here mis\'ﬁ‘\le been a
MISTAKE. But Mom said sometimes i+'s hard
getting used to a hew \>|ace, and T Just heeded
Yo give it a chance.

’n\eh s“\e reminded me ‘H‘\a‘r we )na&hbr even Visited
the lake 7e+ which should be +he best part. T
was about to say same'ﬂ'\-hs else, when T 30+

|h+err0\>+ec{ {37' a hoise comh& from ﬂ\e irection

of the main |od3e

T+ sounded like one of those air-raid sirens you
}'\eo\r N a war moVie w}\eh enem bombers are

aP‘)roac)mhs, and it ‘>u+ me +o+a||7/ onh e&se.
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Mom started giving Dad a lecture about w\\y you
should never scare Peovle, but she 30+ et off b
weird noises coming from the forest. At first T
‘H\ous}ﬁ i+ mis\\‘l' be another JOKE, but the look
in Dad’s and Rodrick’s eyes told me i+ WASN'T.

an
SO

\r\”\q'feVer was out ‘H\ere sauh&ed BIG ah& was
comihs our way. So we \Dile& into 'H\e camper and

locked the door behind us.
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Mom said the reason vacations are so expensive

is because s+a>/ih3 in hotels and eating at
restavrants cost a lot of money. She said the
camper would +ake care of BOTH of those +)m'hss.

T}\eh DAD started se'H'ihs excited. He said we
could hit the open road and stop for the his)fﬁ
whenever we FELT like it, and we could cook for

ourselves, too.

All T know is me and my brothers were so havvy
for ‘H\e c*mhce to 3e+ out of Gramma’s basement
‘H‘\cﬁ we \)robably would Ve asreed +o ANYTHING.
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U\) ahead, ?eoyle were Fu”ihﬁ +heir inner tubes
out of the river in the |ahdih3 area, so I tried
to Pa&dle myseh[ over there.

But +}\e water was movihs oo fasi’, and I was
getting \Dullec} downstream. My famil got ovt
of the river, and Dad was 7Ie||ih3 and \)oih‘h'hs
at Someﬂ\iha near me. ﬂ'\a'f’s w}xeh I Saw a
{)is branch \\aheihs out over the water, and T
srabbed it.
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T fisured +he \)ool mis*ﬁ be the one \)lqce on the
cam\)srouhcl where T was actually SAFE. But once
we 30+ 'H\ere : I realized I was wrohg about 'H\a‘i'.

T+ seemed like the combination of loud music and

hiﬁ}\'H’ime was makihs ?eo?|e a little extra crazy.
And it wasnt Jus+ the kids +his time, it was the
growh-ups, “oo.

A bunch of dads had turned the shallow end into
a 3iah+ WHIRLPOOL.
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This summer, Moms been sFehdihs a lot of time on
social medid. Ahd w}\eheVer s\\e sees }\ow ‘)er-(ec+

her friends’ families look, it makes her JEALOUS.

So Mom always puts us in these awkward poses

4o make it look like WE'RE }\avihs a 300& +time,
+00. But there must be SOme'ﬂ\ihs wrohg with m7/
'anﬂ)/, because we can never 3e+ our act +ose+\\er.
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Mom handed us some activities shed created for the
trip and said -H\e)/ should keev us busy for a while.
But it wasnt that much fun ?lo\yihs Wildlife Bihso
when we couldnt even identify half the animals we
Saw qlohs +he side of the road.
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After another hour or two of Arivihg, Mom and
Dad started lookihs for ?laces to stop.
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ﬂ\e onl person who didnt Jum‘) was MANNY.
He had climbed back down into the camper and was
si'H'ihs in the DRIVER’S seat.

'ﬂ\e rest of us were -I[reakihs out, because 'H'\e
camper was about to hit the BRIDGE.
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘\\\‘\\‘\:\

\ \
PO WP S PO DR VPO W TRV S
% \

But at the last second , Mann Pu"ec} the wheel
hard to the right, and the camper started o
TURN. /-\h& when it reached the bri&se j +he

camper sth?e& into P|qce like a ‘)u7.7.|e ‘)iece.
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Mohdd%
We (ihqﬂy fisured out a way we could afford to 9o

on a -Famﬂ)/ vacation this summer.

On Saturday night, my great grandmother
Gammie called Dad and asked if he could get rid
of Uncle Gary‘s camper, which has been Parke& n
her &riVeway for +he ?as+ two years.

A\)\)dreh‘l")/, Uncle Gary ran off to work as a
rodeo clown, and she doesnt think he's coming
back dh7/+ime soon.

A+ first Dad was MAD, because \'\e,s alwa?/s c|eahih3
up Uncle quy’s messes. But Mom said the camper
was H\e solution +o our vacation ‘>r0{>|ems.
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Mom was +r7/|h3 to get to know some of our
he.s\\bors but 'H\ey seemed like the +7/\>e of \)eoPle
who liked +o kee? +o themselves.

Once Dad was done cookihs , we sat down at our
pichic table to eat. But the \Deovle on the other
sde of us were \)la)/ms corh\\ole on ﬂ\en‘ roo-F o\hd

50mebod)/ vp +here had |ous)/ aim.

N

;//Q
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Luckily, Juicebox and his 9enhg knew all the 300&
\'\idihs S\)o+s oh ﬂ\e camvsrouhcl, so we |m'd low
behind +he snack shack until the coast was clear.

T4 never reqlly had a group of friends before,
and T was starting o have FUN.

The 9uys wanted +o 90 down to the field by the
lake and \Dlay some games. 1 fisured they wanted
to quy same‘i'\'\ihs normal like kickball or freeze
+a3, so T went alohs with them.

But these 3”75 had their OWN idea of fun.
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Mom washt }xo\\)\))/ with Dad for +e||ih3 +hat sto
because Mahhy seemed really shook up. And to be
honest, T was a little S\Dooke& , *oo.

T’neh T heard a sound comihs from clee\: in the
woods that made my heart STOP.

For a 5\>|i+ second T ‘H\ous}ﬁ i+ was the 3)(\os+ of
Matilda. But then T realized Rodrick was missing,
and the whole +)nih3 was ohe bis Joke Dad and
Rodrick were ‘)|a7ih3 on the rest of us.
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After T \mid for my stuff and left, T ran into
DooDoo, who didnt seem to even NOTICE the
way T smelled.

He told me the reason PeoPle were acting craz
was because last hiSH' a bolt of |i3}\+hih3 struck
+he bridae |eadih3 to the camysrouhcl, and one
section of the bri&ae was +o+a||7/ DESTROYED.
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He said the +ruck that bn’hss suv?lies couldn# 3e+
onto the Pro\aer‘}y, which ex\?laihed w)ny eVeryohe
was shaPVihs vp eVeryﬂxihs at the store.
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Mohda%

T think Mom realized wed had a little 400 much

family time vesterday, because this morning she
) ey 4

said eVeryohe could 90 do their own ‘H\ihs. T

was quhhiha on relaxihs for once, but Mom had

OTHER ideas.

She said this camp was full of kids rn)/ age, and
+his was the ‘)er-(ed oﬂ)or‘hmﬁy to branch out
and make new FRIENDS.

T +old Mom T wasn+ really in the mood for
saciahzihs, and there wasn+ c\h}/ Poih‘f in tr ihs
to make new friends since T'd never even SEE
qh}/ of these ?eo‘>|e qsaih.
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T+ 4ook us most of the Aay Yo get to Cam\)ers’
Edeh. But w}\eh we crossed over ‘H\e {)ridse qhd
got our first look at the ?lace , T could see why
‘H’\ey named it the way ﬂ'\e)/ did.
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The ohl7/ person who had any space to himself was
Manny. Hed turned one of the cabinets in +he
kitchenette into a litte apartment, and his setup
was ac-hmll)/ \pre++7' SWEET.

\l\“\i‘e Mom and Dad were 3e‘H’ih3 rea&y for becl,
T found out a matjor downside of +)ne camper.
The bathroom walls were paper +hin, and with
+he engine off you could hear EVERYTHING
\\q‘)?ehihg in there. Ah& trust me, ho kid wants
4o hear his mother’s bathroom noises.

ANY THING
THAT'S HAPPENING
RIGHT NOwW

‘ LA LA LA LA!
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T was more NERVOUS +han }\uhsr . Peo‘yle do
crazy ﬂu’hss wheh ‘H\e)/’re desvera‘re, and I \md
ho idea how bad 'H\ihgs would get. So T ke?‘f my
shirt off 4o show eVeryohe that T didn* have a
lot of MEAT on me.

ﬂ\e other +)m'h3 T was worried about was +he
WEATHER. Dad’s phone said another storm was
comihs +ohi3¥x+, and that was the LAST 'H\ihs
+his Flace heeded.

Emergency Alert

Flash flood warning in effect
until 9:00 a.m.
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Reaular Marcus told me that this mornhing, +hese
posters started appearing all over camp, and he
showed me one he took from the laundromat.

()'3CE CREAM
SUNDAE PARTY;,

TY‘Ode n 7/our‘ Squir‘+ gun for.
OFREE ice cream sundge!
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T Ve read stories about human beihgs who got cut
of f from civilization and were raised b)/ WOLVES.
T didnt know if there were any wolves in +his

forest, but there were \)|eh+7/ of SQUIRRELS.

Luckil}/, my -Family found me before ‘H\ihss could
3e+ “oo crqzy. Because in another hour or 4wo T
mis}ﬁ’\/e been +oo far gohe.
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T knew +he camp director was |ool<ih3 for ME.
So T decided o go in +he oh|7 direction T could,
w}\ic% was DOWN.

T went to +)ne bottom of the Pool and sat ‘H\ere.
And T \)lahheci on STAYING down there as |oh3
as it took.
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But it wasnt a SKUNK that spra ed vs. Tt was
one of our NEIGHBORS. A\)\)o\rehﬂy, 9:00 is
ulis}ﬁs out at camp, and T guess \Deovle around
here +ake +hat Preﬂy seriously.

So we turned in for the his)n‘h but T didn+
really SLEEP. Because like T said before, those
ecohorny campsites were Po\ckeJ +03e+)ner TIGHT.

by g





images/00190.jpg
Mom told the staffer wed like a campsite with a
lake view. But the woman told Mom that Peo?le

booked those WAY ahead of time , and +hat the
ohly s‘>o+s left were in the ecohomy lot.

MAIN  CAMP

LODGE STORE
SNACK
SHACK

T guess Mom was focused on that hot shower,
so she said we'd take whatever ﬂ\e)/ HAD. Ahd
after we \mid vp for the week, we drove our
camper down the hill 4o find our site.

The farther down the hill we went, the smaller
'H-\e campsi‘fes 30+. Ahcl w}\eh we found our
spot, Dad could barely fit the camper ohto the
concrete Pa&.
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The clerk said +he other 'ﬂu'hg we had o worry
about was buss like mosquitoes and ticks, so we

should alwa?/s put on P|eh+>' of bug spray-

T was totally on board with THAT idea, because
one time Albert Sandy old everyone at our lunch
+able about this kid who fell asleei‘) outside and got
sucked DRY b}/ a m03qui+o. Ah& 'H\a'i' sounds like a
Pre-Hy bad way Yo go to me.

T was starting to get a little nervous when the

clerk told us ever 'H'\ihs ELSE we needed. He said
we had 4o have a first aid kit in case someone got
thureci, and wa+er?roof matches in case our gear

so‘i’ wet.
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T think Mom feels bad we can+t afford to do
sameﬂuhs S\Decml +his summer, so she’s been +r7/|h3
to make vp for it.

She says we can go ahyw}xere we want if we Just
use our umasnha'hohs But +o be *\ohesi’ 'erfs not

really dmhs it for me ahymore

T +hink Moms fihd“)/ had ehougk “oo, because last
hus’ni’ she called a -Fo\mly mee‘hhs " after dinner to
brainstorm ideas for vacations that we can afford.
But ﬂ\e \)rob|em 1S, eVeryohes 30‘!’ +)neur OWN idea
of a sooc} time.
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images/00184.jpg
ﬂ'\e trail SPLIT, and T didnt know which wqy
my fnmily went.

X

T fisure& the odds were 50-50, so T headed
LEFT. But T walked for a |oh3 +ime without
fihclihs them and -Fiaurec} T mustve \)icked the
wrohg Paﬂ\. So T went back 4o the \)lace where
the fork in the trail was, and that's where T hit
ANOTHER Shdg.

T was all 4urned around and couldnt remember
which \)o\ﬂ\ was the one T hadnt taken 7e+ and
which one led back +o the camper. And T couldn*
tell which was which because +o me, eVer7 tree and

rock looked +he SAME.
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The sleePihg situation wasnt great. The kitchen
table converted into a BED, which is where Mom
and Dad sle\ﬂ'.

T wasnt crazy about the idea of ea'h'hs breakfast
off the spot where Dad sle\>+ in Nis boxer shorts.

T had 4o share the loft above the cabin with
Rodrick ; which wasnt much of an im?roVemeh'f onh
our deal in Gramma's basement.
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Me and Dad ditched the canoe and swam for the
dock. Ahcl we }m& +o move FAST, because now we

were out of range, so +he 9uys on the hill were
SKIPPING +heir shots.
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We \Du“ed ourselves onto ‘H\e dock 5 where we were
safe. Mom was vpset because her camera was
ruihed, but T didnt rea“)/ want my \)idure taken
ris)(ﬁ at that moment, ahyway.
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We Pu“ed vp o +he |oc13e and went inside, where

a staffer told us about all +the awesome stuff ‘H\e)'

had at the camparouhd, like a game room and a
ool and horseshoe pits, plus a lake with canoes

and kayaks.

There was also a bathhouse where you could take a
hot shower, which was the ‘H’\ihs MOM was most
excited about.

What T liked was that each campsite had its
owh Sewer \'\ooku‘). 'ﬂ\e ihsi&e o'F our camper was
s+ar+ih3 to smell like a mohkey }xouse, and T was

req||7 |oo]<ih3 forward to our sewage +ank getting
“us*xe& out.

3





images/00180.jpg
The clerk said the first ﬂ\ihs we nheeded o
remember was 4o always tie up our trash and hqhs
it in a tree so it would be out of reach for bears.
T’neh he said if we REALLY wanted +o be sa-(e, we
should buy a jug of wolf urine and spray i+ around

our camp eVery his}x'l’ ) because it scares bears off.

T 4ried +o imagine whose Job it is 4o COLLECT
wolf urine, and T \Dromised myseh[ T4d start
3e++ih3 better 3rqdes in school so it doesnt end
vp beihs ™ME.
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There were still a lot of \7e09|e in the \aool, so it
washt ﬂ\cﬁ ‘mrd Yo s+a>/ Hddeh. But w}\eh ‘H‘\ose

9v* stepped in the water, it got harder for me
N P @@
T/ T e A
=)

«

o~

s T

+o s+a7/ out of si3¥\+.
=
Wt =

4 2

And my situation got a whole lo+ WORSE when
+he hext two \Deovle showed vp at the \Dar+7l.
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Cutter Srabbecl a few squeeze bottles of ke+dwF
and mustard for some extra fire\)ower. So when the
+eeha3ers arrived , we were READY for them.

And T don*t know if it was the soda or the
ke'i'c}w\) that did it, but o few seconds later the
shack shack was full of BEES.
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A'Her ]: \70+ our cloﬂxes in ‘ﬂ\e dryer, I decided
T was gohha stick around the was)nihs machines
and find out who Aum\)e& our stuff on the floor
when ‘H‘\e)/ came back 4o get THEIRS.

But w\\eh I Saw w\\o it \A/AS, I 'ﬂ\ous*ﬁ maybe
T could let ﬂ\ihss slide one more +ime.
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images/00178.jpg
/ﬂ\e hext time Mom makes fis}\ for dihher, I)m
defihi‘tel)f gonnha check the chkqse to see where
+)ne7 came from first.

ﬂ'\e crqzy ‘H’\ihs S, +he fish hatchery wasnt the
LAST \jlace we got chased away from +oda7. We
tried \)durkihs +he camper in a meadow so we could
3e+ out and eh\joy +he view while we ate, but it
turned out to be samebo&/s FARM.

We ff.'mlly found a field that didnt look like it
belohae& to anyone, so that's where we s+o\>\>ecl
for ﬂ\e his}\‘h
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in Mahh/s book are all cartoons,
make it look like a flood that wi\ye& out

half +)ne7lEar+¥\ was kind of FUN.

/ﬂ\e illustrations i
qh& +)ne

Bt T guess if the Arawihss were more realistic,

it for ‘H\eir Presc\'\oolers.

+ buy

)

\)qreh‘rs wouHh
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T knew from Suhclo\y school that “Eden” was
another word for Para&ise, so that sounded
Promisihs.

The Wd7/ T remember i+, Adam and Eve 9ot kicked
out of the Garden of Eden because one of +them
was +em\7+ed 1o eat an a\>\7|e from a forbidden tree.

I-F it was ME, I woul&h'i’ )ane siVeh up ?ara&ise
for a piece of fruit. T+ wouldVve had +o have been
for sameﬂxihs GOOD, like a TWINKIE.
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Our canoe ca?sized, and somehow me and Dad
ended vp UNDERNEATH i+. A+ first T ﬂ\ous}ﬁ
it was a GOOD ﬂ\ihs , Since we were Pro+ec+e&

from those watermelons.

But T chahsecl r'\)/ mind when we took a direct
hit, because it was like beihs on the inside of a
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When we lef+ the Park +his morhing, T was reo\lly

|ookih3 forward o 3e+'h'h3 back to Gramma's
basement. T knew we'd have \7|eh+7 of ot water
and no BEARS.

But Mom wasnt ready o 9o back home Just 7Ie+.
She said the reason we had a bad time camping
was because we were oo ISOLATED, and if we
went Yo a \7|ace where there were other PEOPLE,
we)& )ndVe more 'Fuh.

Mom told us she'd heard of these RV ?arks where
+¥\e7/ have all sorts of activities for families, and
eVeryﬂxihs 7/ou heed IS ih one ‘>|ace.
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Ahci w)neh one of our heig}\bors fired vp ﬂ\eir
3n’|l +o cook some }mm{)uraers, a \mck of doss

made its move.

A few PeoPle ate ‘H\e leftover }\o‘f Joss from
+he Pool \Darﬁy , and the teenagers from the hill
saIVaseJ some of their s|ih35\\o+ ammuhition down

at the field.
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images/00169.jpg
T Proba{ﬂ shouldnt have told MOM m ‘>|ah,
+¥\ous¥\ , because all it did was remind her that
T skiP\)ed +o\kih3 a shower +o<ia7l. So how she’s
makihs me +take one first +¥\ih3 tomorrow morhing.

oNIFF
SNFF
/

g

Luckil)l, we had o few extra hot Joss in the
camper, ahd Da& cooked +)nem over ‘H‘\e fire. But
T ke\ﬂ' 'H\ihkihs about that skunk. So T was
qlrea&y a little Jumvy when all of a sudden we got

SPRAYED.
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Af‘fer Dad was done shovvihs, )ne was ready o
check out. But T +hink Mom was nervous that we
werent se‘H’ihs +he n's}vf kind of equi\)meh‘h so
she asked a salesclerk 4o look over our stuff and

see if we had eVeryﬂ'\ihS we needed.

Well, this vy mustVe been a wilderness survival
ex\)er+ or sameﬂ\ihs ) becauvse he had o LOT 4o
say. And none of it made me feel confident about
going oh a cqm\)ihs +n'\>.

’ﬂ\e clerk said ﬂ\e number one ﬂ\ihs we heeded o
worry about was BEARS ” because there are a ton
of them in the ‘)|aces we were goihg. But he said
+here were a few +)nih35 we could do to profect

ourselves, Jus+ in case.
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’ﬂ\ey chased us past +he main |odge, and we turned

+he corner at the lavndromat. T ‘H\ous*ﬁ ﬂ\e)/ were
gohna catch us for sure, but Bis Marcus ?Ecked +he

PERFECT +ime to reJoih the team.

’ﬂuﬁ boug)n‘% ‘ﬂ\e rest of us extra TIME, and we
use& it Yo reloa& our water guns from +)ne sada
c}isvehser at +)ne shack s}mck.
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A'F‘i'er we 3o+ tossed from 'ﬂ\e 3iah+ inher tube 5
Mom was done with the ‘>oo| qu+7. And T felt
bad becavse T knew how much she wanted +ohi3¥\+
to be s‘aecial.

A lot of other \Deovle were starting to clear
out, too, but there were still a few s+ra39|ers

coming into the ‘)ar+7/. And some of them looked
FAMILIAR.
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ﬂ'\e rest of my family 30+ out of +\'\e Pool ) but
T decided +o s+a7/ \)u+. T didn* know if those
+eeho\3ers would recoghize me or hot, but I wasn+

wi“ihs +o take ahy CHANCES.
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That's when we found out the lake we were
swimming ih was a FISH HATCHERY.

T +hink those guys were about to call +he cops
on us for TRESPASSING 5 and we didnht wanna
stick around 4o find ovt. So we \75|e& into the
camper and Dad s+e\>Ped oh the 9as.

t44 NROOM___ \i4 j44
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The tire was so \wse it was almost im?ossible to
get intfo. But with a little +eamwork, we f:’hally
did it.

Once we all got oh, we found out why +hat +Hh3
was ern\>+7/ 4o BEGIN wi'H\.
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We let loose with eVery‘H\ihS we had, and b}/ +he

time our water guns were ern\7+7/, +hose +eehq3ers

were +o+a||7l DRENCHED.
!UE‘- r \\l D\] |
L, e 7z T
C |

o 225

But T wish Juicebox had put a li++e more ﬂ\ousH'
into the NEXT step of his \7|c\h, because all we
really did was make those auys MAD.
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EVeryohe 30+ o\hhoyecl wiﬂ\ me ?re-Hy quick, and
Mom told me T needed to brihs +he cookware back
+o ﬂ\e camper.

She said T could catch up with them farther down
+he trail, and T was qc+ua||7/ fine with that,
because that stuff was ‘>re‘H>/ heaVy, dh}’W‘*)’- Plus,
T was starting o wonder if the noise mis}ﬁ
ac+ua||7 ATTRACT bears, becavse whenever T
Kear pots and pans, Tm -H\.‘hkihs DINNER.

AHer I 1‘7u+ +)ne cookware back in +)ne camper,
T turned around and got back on the trail.

T ﬂ\ous}ﬁ’ if T hurried it rm'sH’ +ake me ten
minutes to reconnect with eVeryohe. But +hen T
ran into a PROBLEM.
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We }mVe o go to bed before it's even dark
ou+side, because were all on MANNY’S sc\\edu|e.

These days, Manny's favorite bed+ime story is a
Noah's Ark \Dic‘h;re book. T+'s about this 3u7/ who
\\eo\rs its gonha rain for a reall |oh3 time, so }\e
bullds a giant boat o ride out the storm with a
bunch of animals.
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Around dinnertime, everyone started getting

HUNGRY. Some PeoPle had ehous\\ food to last
them a few Aays , but eVeryohe else was counting
onh 3e++ih3 +heir 3roceries from the camp store.

So things started 1o get a little CRAZY. A
bunch of Peovle raided the snack shack, and
ohe person stole a giant bas of food from the
?e+-fn'ehc“7 area.

/ﬂ'\e animals mustve 30'!’ the sense that 'H'u'hss

were 3e‘H’ih3 out of control, so ‘H\ey banded
TOGETHER.
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T req||7l |ookih3 forward o +e||ih3 Row|e7/ about
my vacation when T get back. But Tl Probably
leave out the parts +hat werent so great.

And T m;3h+ c\\o\hse a few other details here and
+here " because 7/ou should never let the truth 3e+

in the way of a sood s+or7/.
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T wanted to check out the game room, so +hat's
where T went first. /ﬂ\ere were a few arcade
machines in there, but hoﬂ\ihs T was rea”}l

interested in ?layihs.

’ﬂ\ey had a \aool table, but from what T could +ell
it didnt have any actual BALLS.
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But Mom s+0\7\>ed +hem before 'H\e)/ could get too

m =1 JULULL
Z1[©)

Rodrick was \are‘Hy clisaﬂ)oih-red. T guess he was
‘)lo\hhihs on &oihs Ssome 'h'o‘)\\)/ ‘\uh‘h‘hs wH\e we

"2
=

were on our +ri\> 5 and was }xo?ihs +o decorate ﬂ\e
kitchen when our house is finished.
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When Greg Heffley and his family hit the road for a cross-country
camping trip, they're ready for the adventure of a lifetime. But
their plans hit a major snag, and they find themselves stranded at
an RV park that’s not exactly a summertime paradise.

Things only get worse for the Heffleys when the skies open up and
the water starts to rise, making them wonder if they can save their
vacation—or if they’re already in too deep.
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T guess +hat ex\alaihed w\\y ho ohe was using +he
canoe. We +ried to \)qécﬂe back to the dock, but
the 9uys on the hill were getting more and more
accurate with each shot.

— S
/n::/‘“\/\ /g\
= =

___ SRLASH

I guess Rodrick didnt wanna 3e+ H‘i’, so )ne decided
+o abandon s}\i\). And that was a Problem for the
REST of us, because now we were unbalanced.
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The pool was crowded and hobo&)f was really doing
any swimming, anyway. T+ seemed like the onl
\Deovle \\avihs any fun were the ones on RAFTS.

But the rafts were all +aken, and it didn+t look
like qh}/body was wi||5h3 to give one up.

Then Mom S\Do‘H’ed a giant em\ﬁy inher tube in
'H'\e middle of ‘H\e \Dool. ﬂ'\a‘l' ‘H\ihs was So bis it
mustVe been an AIRPLANE +ire or sameﬂ-u'hs. So
we all swam out 4o i+ before someone else +ook i+
for ‘H\emseWes.
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But Juicebox said T was one of THEM how, and
we were all in this fis}vf TOGETHER. T Probabl
should Ve walked away then, but T didn*t wanna let
these 3“}'5 down.

We sdﬂ\erec} around Juicebox, and he showed us
his \alah. He said somebody needed to volunteer 4o
be +he &ecoy on the lake so the rest of us could
sheak up on the +eehd3€|’$ from behind.

TEENS —

HILL e

AMBUSH
TEAM

Nobody wanted o Volunteer, so we took a vote )
and that's how Bis Marcus got chosen. And that

was sood news for me 5 becavse T 30+ his water

SUY\.
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Mom \Du||ed out the map and found a trail that
was heqrby. Ahd before we headed off on the
hike, she told eVeryohe +o fill Up our canteens and

put oh bus spray- But T was a lot more worried
about BEARS +han buss.

I remembered ‘l’}m‘l’ +he 307/ at ﬂ'\e cam\mhs store
said if you saw a bear out in hature ) +he best
'H'nhs 7/ou could do was make noise to scare it away

Luckily, Uncle quy lef+ some ‘)o+s and pans
under the sink in the camper. But T wasnt
gonha wait until we SPOTTED a bear to start
mqkihs a racket.

a B 0
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Tf you ask me, T dont think Momss &oihg Mahhy
any favors 57/ BABYING him. And it's gotten a

lot worse since we started liv.'hs at Grammas.

Sometimes, after Aihher, we ll qu a board game
as a -Fc\mﬂy. But Mahhy cant handle com?|ica+ecl
rules, so we o\|wa7/s end vp Playihs a game +hat

doesnt require ahy SKILL.
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The tank fell off the roof and rolled down the
hill, where it leaked out half the water before
coming to a s+0\> at one of the horseshoe PH’S.
ﬂ\eh ﬂ\e OTHER )nah[ em\a‘h'ed out into ‘H’\e sand.

‘LUB

Wiz,

Now \Deoyle were REALLY 'Freakihs out and tried
to save what they could. But the horseshoe pit
turned into QUICKSAND, and a few PeO\ﬂe
ac+ua||7/ had +o be RESCUED.
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Then she started |ookih3 up hearby RV \)arks and
found one that had Po+eh+ia|.

42 acres of well-manicured
grounds just off the highway

Accommodations for all oy M
budgets! —4\

AFFORDABLE FAMILY FUN!
PET FRIENDLY!

What caush‘r my eye was +he word "|uxur7/." After
Se‘l"h'hs a taste of “real” cam‘)ihs ; T was reqdy for
same‘H\ihs a little more UPSCALE.
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Dad said those ‘H\ihss werent for SERIOUS
campers, ‘H\ous}\ 5 and made me \Du+ +)nem back.
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Dad said were gohha “live off the land” as much
as ‘)ossible on this -l'ri‘) ; and he ?icked out a few
'Fis}\ihs ‘>o|es. \A‘e“, T dont know about anyone
else, but ﬂ\e oh|7l 'F:S)n I’” eat comes in ‘H\e sha\)e
of a STICK.

0

&
Rlli==1o

Muhhy and Rodrick got rea||7/ excited about the

idea of ca+c\'\ih3 our owh food , So ﬂ\e)/ went off +o
find their OWN gear.
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T ‘H\ous‘\‘f T was {)eiha eaten ALIVE. And b}/
+he time T made it out of the water, T was
sur\)rESed 4o be in one \Diece.

Or ALMOST in one piece. T had a scab on my
knee when T 30+ into the water, but 57' +he time
T got out it was +o+a||7l Vicked CLEAN.

Just then a truck ?u"ecl vp, and the two 9uys
ihsi&e |ooked MAD.

Attmmmtumuum
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T s+a7/e& low, Just like Dad told me to. Rodrick
DIDN'T, ﬂ\oug\-\, and we almost chsized while we
were still tied o the dock.

After we were all in the canoe, we put on life
Jacke‘fs and \mddled out on the water. But some
Peo‘)|e swimmihs heqr‘b)/ seeme& like ﬂ\e)/ were in a

}\urry o se‘i' out of our WAY.
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]: guess God made vp for i+ 107/ 3ivih3 us {)ig
BRAINS. But if it was up to me, T \)robqbly
would Ve gohe with QUILLS.

T f.’aure if Someﬂ\ihg as small as a skunk could

scare off ‘)redcﬁors b}/ 5me||ih3 bad ) then maybe i+
could work for ME. And that's when T decided
T'm not gonhha shower until T finish \\is*\ school.
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T found out the reason the wait was so long was
because there were oh|7/ three shower stalls inside.
When i+ was fiha”y my turn, T put a quarter in
the coin slot on the stall door, and that got
the shower going.

The hot water fel+ GOOD, esVecially since T
hadnt had a hot shower in a few dqys.

But T couldnt reo\||7/ ehJoy it since the stalls oh|7/
went so Hs}\.
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But eVeryﬂxihs \\a& an age and heis}ﬁ requiremehh
and Mqhhy wasn tall enough +o do any GOOD

activities.

MOUNTAIN
BIKE
CENTER

The oh|7/ ac‘h’VH7 Mqhhy was {)is ehous)n for was
'ﬂ\e Fun Flocﬁ, w)nere 7/ou drifted down ‘ﬂ\e river in
inher tubes. So thats what Mom sighec{ us up for.
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Some of ‘H\e little kids drifted out into ﬂ\e deep
end, which was a Problem because Peovle were doihs

canhonballs off the Hs)n dive.
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Once we got +he Juhk out of there, we were
finally able +o +ake a Soo& look around the
camper. T could see how Uncle Gary was able
1o live in there for wo years, becauvse it had
eVery‘H\ihs a person could NEED.

There was a stove, a sink, a kitchen table, and
a little refrisera‘l'or. Plus, there was a bathroom
with a shower in it, and some extra space above the

cabin for slee\m'hg.

We scrubbed ever +\'\ih3 down ; but each +ime
we ﬂ\ousH' we were finished c|eqhih3, we'd find
sameﬂxihs else Uncle quy ‘\qd lef+ be\'\ihd.
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Mom kee\)s sayihs she’s slad were all +ose+}\er
ris*ﬁ' how, because she feels like time has slowed
down. T Ve noticed ﬂ\cﬁ’, too, but for ME i+'s not
a GOOD ‘H\ihs.
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But 'H\ere was ho 306?\3 back now 5 and w}\eh ﬂ\e

camper started \)ickihs vp s‘yeed, we all climbed on
board.

We coasted to the bottom of +he ‘\i“, where the
lake ern\)-h'e& into the stream. And when we were

far ehoush qwqy from eVeryohe else, it seemed safe
Yo start ‘H\e ehaihe.

We ke?‘r +he }\eo\&h's)n‘fs off because we didnt want
anyohe to SEE us. But that made it +rick7/ +o
fihc{ ‘H\e s}m“ow s?o‘r n ‘H\e stream.
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Now T was starting to worry about what
hq?\)ehed if the tank OVERFLOWED. So +oda7/,
whenever someone looked like they needed +o 90
number two, T4d +r7/ to talk +hem into ‘hxkihs it
somewhere ELSE.
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Saturda

Last his\\t +he |53h+ from the flare scared off
+)ne bear , SO w}xeh ‘H\e ranger arrived at our
camPsH'e, we ciiclh"f really heed to be RESCUED
ahymore. B}/ +hen, our {>i33es+ Problem was the

mars\'\ma“ow burh on Dad’s khee.

The ranger said it was totally reckless for uvs to
shoot off that f lare, because it could Ve started a
forest fire. Then she said we were gonhha have o
leave the \)d\rk first ﬂ\ih@ in the morhing.

Well, +hat was fine with ME. We lasted one his}ﬁ’
in the wilderness, and T didnt think we could
survive ANOTHER.
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\/\“\eh we 30+ +o 'H\e store +ocla7/ ’ Dad went
around and \)icke& up some basic SU\)P“ES, like

lanterns and canteens and cam?ihg c)nairs.

But T went straight to the section of the store
with the Hs)n-ehd gear. Becavse T 'Figure if were
rea”y c}oiha +his +)n|'h3, Tm gonha want o be
COMFORTABLE.
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i \Dicked out an inflatable Pu“-ou‘i’ sofa and Hkihs
boots with little fans built into the }\eels, ‘>|us
a Solar-\aowered blender that can make a c)nerry

slushie in +¥\ir+7/ seconds.
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A+ least MOST of us did. A‘Her a few minutes 5
Mom asked what our "?ldhn was, and Dad said this
WAS +he Plah.

Mom said we couldnt Just sit around all 347/, and
we heeded to do same’r\'\ihe ACTIVE like go on a
nature hike or sameﬂ\iha.

But that sounded like a lot of work to us 9uys,
esveciauy after a long drive. So Mom said if we
were all gohha laze around, she was gehha put our
electronics in the Vault for the rest of the trip.
Ah& ‘H\wf was ehous}\ o 3e+ us movihs.
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S\Deakihs of +he belly -ﬂo‘) contest, oo mahy
contestants 3o+ on the divihs board at the same
time, and it wasnt built +o carry +hat much weis}vi'.

After the ?ar+7/ activities wraﬂ)e& up, Mom

talked us all into getting in +he water for a quick

'fo\mily Swim.
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Nobody else was crazy about going to a \)oo|
\)ar+7/, but Mom said +his could be Just +he -H\ihs

to turn our +ri? around.

W T "
We all knew that once Mom gets an idea in her

}\eo\&, ﬂ\ere’s no +d”<ih3 )ner out of it. Plus, it \-\ac{
been really sticky and hot all &47/, so T fisured it
would be nhice to cool off for a few hours.

Mom forso‘r to get Plas-h'c uvtensils at the store,
so she sent me up +here with some mohey. T was
a little nervous one of +hose teenagers miﬁ}ﬁ S\ao+
me on +)ne way, so I wanhted o se'l' +¥\ere and
back as quick as T could.

But T s+o\>\>ed when Resuhxr Marcus called out to
me w}\eh :\: Po\sseé {)7 ‘H\e ‘)|ace we \'\u& 7es+ercla>/.
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Peo?|e hit the laundromat next. And T knew +his
whole PLACE was gohna stink after eVery{)o&y ran

out of clean clothes.

EVeh-h;all)/ someohe got +he bns)n-r idea o get
+he water &-recﬂy from the \)lo\S‘ht tank above
+)ne baﬂ\house
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’ﬂ\e second I Saw ‘H\e Fos+er, ]: knew it was a
TRICK. T +old Reaulqr Marcus +hat the Peo‘ﬂe
who run this Vlo\ce were just +r7lih3 4o catch the
kids who trashed the snack s\\ack, and ‘H\e)'
were using ice cream as BAIT. T +old him not +o
fall for i+, and to +ell the OTHER 9uys not o,
either.

But he said it was qlread)/ too LATE. Because when
+he first posters went up, Juicebox and the other
suys \'\dd }\eaded s+rai3¥\+ for ‘H\e |o<13e wi‘H\ ‘H\eir

water guhs.
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Something that's making the situation a lot
harder is that Dad is working from home this
summer, which means he's alwqys around. And
whenever Dad has a mee+ih3, +he rest of us have
+o ‘Dre‘fehd we're not there.

But that's not always easy Yo do, eS\veciaH)/ when

you’Ve 30+ a ﬂ\ree-yeo\r-old in the 'Famﬂ)f.

Most of the time T Just +r7/ to keei‘) m7/se|1[

busy. Gramma’s got stacks of \)uzzles dowh in the

basemeht and TVe done a few of them by myself.
But Mom alwa?/s lets Mqhhy put in +he last piece to
make Hm feel im‘)or‘hh‘h
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When God created the animals, he gave +hem all
cool stuff to defend themselves wiﬂ\, like shells and
+alons and claws.

@@s

But +)neh w}xeh ﬂ\e +ime came Yo create PEOPLE,
all the GOOD ideas were used vp-
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T+ took a second before T realized sameﬂ\ihg
wasnt RIGHT. T noticed a million s}\immerihs

obJec+s Jus+ beneath the surface ) and my mind
went ris\ﬁ 4o PIRANHAS. T'm Pre++7/ sure

eVeryohe ELSE’S did, +oo.

T was almost to the shore when T fel+ a bunch
of +|'h7/ mouths NIBBLING me.

W O M iy
7 N
T e

e~
—~ e
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So how quar+ers were like GOLD, and T heard
about a woman who sold her we&dihs ring for
seVeh+7l-1[iVe cents.

Some ?eo‘)le 30+ frustrated -H'\ey couldnt 3e+ ‘H'\eir
\\thls on ahy coins, So ‘H\ey raicled ﬂ\e ARCADE.
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/ﬂ\ey’d s+as¥\ecl a buhc\\ of water guns in onhe
of the kaqus, and +)ne)/ had some serious
fire\)ower in there. EVeryohe chose a weapon

for ‘H’\emsel\/es, but since T was the new 3u7/, T
\)icked LAST.

5 e
T wasnt crazy about Fickihs a 'Fis\ﬁ with a bunch
of teenagers ahyway , so 1 told the 9uys T rea“)f
heeded to be getting back +o my famﬂ)/.
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The ranger at the entrance told us i+ hadn+
rained in a few weeks, so the risk of fire was reall
Hs\w. Then she gave Dad a map and a Pamv\\le-f
with tips on how +o camp reS\)ohsibly.

The forest was bis, so it took a while for us to
get to our campsite. And we didnt see a sihele
}wmah beiha on our way in.

The campsite was qc+ua||7/ really hice. There was
a lot of space for the camper, and we were ris)n'l'
hext to a little stream. After we set vp our
hammock and chairs, we kicked back and en J'oyec}

beiha out in hature.
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/ﬂ'\ere)s no TV in Gramma’s {)qsemeh‘r, so the onl
‘H\ihs we Ve so‘f to entertain ourselves wi‘ﬁ\ IS eac}x

OTHER. And believe me, that's not ehous}\.

Mom says beihg bored is Sooc} 5 because it makes you
use your imqsihaﬁoh. But w}\eheVer I +r7/ it, I
always end up imagining +he exact same ﬂ\ihs.
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Dad climbed into +he driver's seat 4o 3e+ vs OUT
of ﬂ\ere 5 but ﬂwe keys were b}/ ﬂ\e fire. Ahc}
when the bear started rockihg +he camper, T
‘H\ous)n-f it was OVER for us.

T guess Mahhy did, too, because he mahaee& to
scramble out of a window and get vp on +he ROOF.
Ah& \'\e brous)n‘r ﬂ\e flare guh WITH \'\im.
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’ﬂ\eh he said 7/ou know you’re about to be S\amyed
if a skunk stands on its front |e35 and wi33|es its
butt. But {)7/ +hen it's \arobably +oo LATE.

o

Rodrick said that a skunk’s spray doesnt Just
smell bdd, it's FLAMMABLE, “oo. I dont know
if +hat's trve or if it's Jus+ another one of his lies.
TF i+ IS tree 5 +hen once skunks -Fisure out how o
||'3}\+ matches, us human {)eihss are in BIG 4rouble.
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Mom tried to get me to enter a mother-son dance
contest with \\er, but there wasn+ ehoush mohey
in the world o get me to agree to THAT.

L

I entered +)ne \Die ea‘h'hs contest, because 1
+¥\ous¥\+ T mis}ﬁ' achmll)l WIN. But ‘H\ey held it
at ﬂ\e Ssame time as 'H\e bell '“0\7 contest, ahd
my seat was the one closest to the \Doo|.
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No'oociy else was in the mood to swim, either, so we
\)u+ our stuff down on the srouh&. But it 4urned out
a lake shore isnt the same as a BEACH shore, and
within a few seconds we were sihkihs in the muck.

Mom said we weren+ going back o our campsite
until we did sameﬂ\ihs FUN. There was a canoe
tied vp o the dock, and she said we should +ake
it out on the water. T was fine with beihs on
top of the water, so l°h3 as we didn*t have to
go IN i+.

We took +urns Se‘H’ihs into ‘H\e cahoe, w\\ic*\ wasn+
as easy as T -H\ousH it would be.
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Ah& sure ehous}x o after we took o few more
turns, we found a cr7/s+q|-c|ear lake with hobody
else in SIGHT.

‘mwmtmmmm

mwn

The air-cohdi‘ﬁohihs in Uncle Gary’s camper wash+

workahs, and eVeryohe was rea&y 4o cool off. So
we 80+ into our ba'ﬂwuhs suits dhci +ook AIP n
+he lake.

Vi AP M Mok We  Wow
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We had the whole lake o ourselves, +oo. And
since the water was nice and Jee\?, we ac+ua||7/ had

FUN.
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Some \7e0\v|e +ook more than ﬂ\ey heeded, ‘H\oug}\ ,
and the well ran DRY.

So then \ae0\7|e got water from wherever ﬂ\ey
could FIND .

X0

L el

;

I

sow

T’nihgs got REALLY u3|7/ when \Deovle ran out of
‘H\e coins ‘H\ey heedec{ to o?erq‘h’. ‘H\e s}\owers.
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T+ was those teenagers on +he hill, |o\uhc}\ih3
watermelons from their hammock. We ran for
cover underneath the shed where 'ﬂ\e)/ kep'i' the
kayaks. And that's where Juicebox told me what

was soihs on.

He said that every time him and his gang \)la ed
in that field " +he +eehq3ers bombarded them with
watermelons. And T really wished someone had

mentioned ‘H\a'} +o me BEFORE ]: o\areed Yo come

dowh ‘H'\ere. 5' L o P

Pl W W
But Juicebox said ﬂuﬂ’ +0&d7/, )m'm and Hs 30715
were reqéy to strike BACK.
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]: wash+ crazy about 3oih3 off on our own 5 but I
kinew how the rest of the summer was gohna \;lo\y

out if we went back to Gramma's basement now.

T didn't feel great about camping in the wilderness,
but Dad said if we got into an trouble, there were
ranhgers who could ‘we|\7 us out. Ahcl ﬂm‘f made me
feel a little better.

So we speh‘f +he his\ﬁ in the Varkihs lot of the
adventure center, and first ‘H‘\ihs in the morhihs
we \\eo\deA for +)ne hational forest.
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Ah& ‘H\a‘i”s kihd of inconvenient since ‘H\ere isht a

bathroom in the basement, and her friends a|wa7/s
s+a>/ FOREVER.

We cant use the kitchen when Gramma's got
guests, which means we cant eat dinner until after
+hey're gone. But last his}ﬁ T guess Rodrick got
sick of wm'-h'hs, so he heated up Some leftover
\)izza in Gramma’s &ryer.
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Wedhesc}a%

ﬂ\is morhihs, we went to the Srocery store and
stocked up oh food for +)ne +n'\7. /ﬂ\eh we went to
‘H’\e camvihs su?ersi'ore Yo 3e+ eVery‘H\ihe ELSE

were gonhha heed.

T was pre excited, because weVve never actuall
BOUGHT ahyﬂxihs at the camping store before.
Dad used +o take me and Rodrick there when we
were little, but that was Just to kill time on a
Sa+ur&a7/ morhihs.
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Once the skunk was done eating, it LEFT. After
a w\wile 5 ‘H\e siren s+oﬂ>ecl and eVeryohe came back
outside. Ahd even ﬂ\ous)n ﬂ\e skunk was GONE,
the whole campsite smelled TERRIBLE.

Dad said the reason it smelled so bad was because
there’s some sort of chemical in a skunk’s slahds
that Peo?le can smell from a mile away. And he said
if you 30+ SPRAYED by a skuhk, it would be a
+housand +imes WORSE.

He said +he best +)nih3 you could do if you rah into
a skunk was to back away slowly, because a skunk
will oh|>/ s?rqy a person if it feels like it's cornered
or threatened.
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Mo\hhy entered a hot dos eating contest on his
own, and T had no IDEA that b°7' could \)qck so
much food away.

Me and Rodrick comve‘feé na &izzy stick re|a7/ race,
where you had to spin around a baseball bat five
+imes, +\\eh +a3 ‘H\e next person on your team.
But we were quyihs against two 9uys who had Just
finished the hot dos ea'h'h3 contest, so 'H\ihas 9°+
a little MESSY.
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T‘nere was a ramp at the bottom of a bis hill ’D}/
the lake, and T couldnt tell what it was for. But
my quesh’oh so‘f ahswere& w}\eh Some ku& |auhc}\e3
himself into the water inside a tractor tire.
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But w}xeh Mom filled out ‘H\e form, I wish s*\e)&
put m first AND last name on it. Because now

some random Gres could get to my \>|ahe+ before
T do and say it's HIS.

Dad said our mistake was +that we were going

to \>|aces eVeryohe knew about, and if we got
off the main road, we mi\g*ﬁ find same'ﬂ'\ihs
SPECIAL.

So we took a detour and ke‘>+ our eyes Veelecl
for dh7/+)nih3 that looked like i+ was worth
s+o‘>‘>ih3 for.
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Saturda
A'Her +he camvsrouhci em‘rh'ed out, we were +he
only ones LEFT. With all +he Peovle gohe, we

were fihally able +o ehJoy ourselves. And for once,

Cam‘)ers) E den lived vp to its NAME.

>

Tl N

So all it took for this quce to turn into \mrac}ise
was for eVeryohe else 4o LEAVE.

Two days after ﬂ\e storm, ﬂ\e delivery truck came
back +o suvvly +he camp store. And that hia)n‘h
we ate like KINGS.

214





images/00108.jpg
The last game we Playeci was Red Rover, where
eVeryohe mqkes a \'\umqh c}\o\ih ahd +ries to kee\D
ohe persoh from getting ﬂ\roush. But Bi3 Marcus

was uhs+0\>\7a{>|e, and we got ‘areﬂy {)ahsed up.

T+ seemed like everyone was rea&y to wrap +¥\ih35
vp for the Jay, but that's when Someﬂ\ihs fell
from ‘H’\e SKY.
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The crazy +)nih3 is, Gramma’s got Vleh+7' of room
n }\er }\ouse, so I doh"l’ understand w)ny our
whole family has 4o stay in her basement. When
we first 30+ }\ere, I called dibs on +)ne 3ue5+
room, but Gramma said it was qlrea&y taken.

T dont think Gramma’s too thrilled we're ||'Vih3
wH’}\ }\er, because w)neheVer }\er friends come over

she asks us to s+a>/ out of sis*vh
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There was a movie \)lqyihs on a screen at the
deeP end of the Pool, and whoever chose the film
Probably should Ve \)ickeJ SOmeﬂ\ihs +hat was a

li+tle more -deﬂ)/-friehtibl.

Mom wasnt even \Dayihs attention to what was
soihs on in ‘H\e ‘)ooL T‘nere were a ’Duhc}\ of
activities in +)ne arqssy aread, and she wanted us to

?ar-h'ci‘)q‘fe in EVERYTHING.
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For 'H\e \Dqs+ two dqys, weVe been se'H'ihs reqcly
for our vacation. Ah& T'm a little worried that
Moms ‘\ovihg 4o turn this into an educational trip.

But believe me, ‘H\e LAST +)nih3 lﬂm Pldhhihs on
doihg is any LEARNING.
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\/\]e“, +hat was ehous}\ o 3e+ uS movihs. We
shut our door and Peeked out of the window while
we waited. Sure ehous\w , a few minutes later, a

skunk came shiffrihs arouh& our camPsHe.

)
SWUFFLE W
T+ got vp oh +he pichic table, and when it

started eating our hot doas, +here was ho‘H\ihs
we could do but WATCH.
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Sure ehoush, it was a BEAR. But it wasnt after
our trash, it was after the BAKED BEANS.

Once the bear was done |ickih3 the beans off the
camper, it wanted MORE. Ahd T wish T could
say we s+a>/ec1 calm, but T'd be Iyihs.
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But Jus+ like that i+ was OVER 5 and eVeryohe
acted like hoﬂ\ihs \an?ehed.

T was starting to get nervous hanging around

a bunch of auys who liked to settle 'ﬂu’has with
+heir FISTS, and T +old them mdy/{)e T should
be hea&iha back. But Juicebox said that since T
was the NEW kid around *\ere, it was their Job
4o show me the ropes. And T decided 4o 9o alohg
with it, mos+|7l becavse T didnt want DooDoo
putting me in a headlock.

T+ turns out these suys have been coming here
for years, so 'H'\ey kinew all the ins and outs of
+he quce. T}\e)l knew how to get a free bas

of Pre'h.els from the Veh&ihs machine at the
|oc13e, ‘l')ne exact time ‘H‘\e Je|iVer7/ truck came to
resu‘>?|)/ +he camp store, and where you needed
+o be when ﬂ\e)/ threw out the day—olc} donuts.
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Last n;sh-r, everyohe in my family asreecl +hat our
trip was off t0 a pre terrible start. But we
couldn’t decide what 4o do NEXT.

i +¥\ou3¥\+ we should Just admit this trip was a
MISTAKE and g0 back to Gramma’s. But Dad
said we couldnt turn around now because we hadnt

done any actual CAMPING 7/e+.

Dad said there was a national forest a few hours
away, and if we cam\)ed there, we could stay in
ohe \)|ace for the rest of the trip and relax for
a c)nahse.

NATIONAL

FOREST
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And yov wouldnt rea||7l waht your hame oh ah7/ of
the stuff that's left over.

One time the Plahe'hm'um in our town had a
fuhdro\iser, and if 7/ou \)ai& ten bucks, you’& 3e+

a certificate that said a ‘)|ahe+ in some farawa
Sqlax)/ was hamed after yov- So Mom Fai& the ten
bucks, and T still have the certificate \\ahsihs on
the wall in my bedroom.

Planet H1-B9932
in the Ursirus Galaxy

will hereby be known as

PLANET GREG @
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T+ took a full HOUR for all the vehicles +o cross And when the Very las+ mo+orc7l|e drove over the
bn’&se, +he oh|7/ +hin3 we could hear was the rain.

4o the other side.
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TUQSA“%

T}mhk{u"y, Mom didnt have ahy/ bis ‘>|ahs for us

+odo\7/. Because after eVer7I+)nih3 that %aPPeheci
es+erda>/, T really Just wanted to lie low for +he

rest of the trip.

Mom went to the camp store to \)ick up some
sroceries for Jihher, ahcl w)neh she came {)ack " s\'\e
was all excited about a ﬂyer shed Pickecl vp at +he
main Iodge.

‘o ‘\‘O!IIGHT! .

FOOD! GAMES! MUSIC!

GUARANTEED
FAMILY FUN!
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We didnt wanna call a lot of attention to
ourselves {>7/ +urhih3 on the ehsihe, so we \)ushed
+he camper off the \)ac} and down the hill. And

ohce we got it going, +he camper rea||>/ started
MOVING.

The oh|7/ Problem was we ‘Forso‘r 4o detach the
sewer line before we got rolliha, and it made a
siah‘l' MESS on our site.
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We spent the whole afternoon cleahihs it out, and
T wouldn*t have been +oo sur‘)rised if we'd qchmlly
found Uncle Gdl")’ buried somewhere underneath all

that trash.
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Ahc{ most of ﬂ\eir games involved someone 3e+‘h'h3
hit by a ball or getting tackled, and sometimes
both at the same time.
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I remembered 'H\ere was ohe \Mr‘f ‘H\cﬁ was
rea“)/ SHALLO\/\/, and T said we mis\'ﬁ be able
to drive the camper over the rocks and get to
the other side.

T ‘H\ous)n* eVeryohe would say my idea was s+uPid,
but w%eh a camper +wo doors down 3o+ ‘h'ﬂ)ed over,
we were reqdy “o +r7/ J'us+ about ANYTHING.
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The deskunking instructions said to pour the baking
soda and }x}/droseh \)eroxi&e in a hot baﬂ\, but its
not like there were a bunch of bathtubs on the
campsrouh&. So we used the next best ‘H’\iha. Ah& it
furns out doss dont like the smell of skuhk, either.

We mustVe soaked in the hot tub for an hour. But
in the time it took to scrub our bodies and our

clothes clean, 'H\ihss at camp had gohe TOTALLY
off the rails.

T+ started with the WATER. When +he camp
store ran out of water bottles, \)eoPIe used the
s?iso‘f b}/ ‘H\e main |o&3e to fill vp ‘ﬂ\eir containers.
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Our next-door heis"\bors seemed nervous, oo, and
‘H\ey 3q+)nered up their stuff to take inside their

cam?er.

\f\n\eh Dad asked w\-\a‘i’ 'H\e siren was -For, our
heisH)or said it meant there was a SKUNK on
+he \:ro‘)er‘l')/, and eVeryohe needed +o 3e+ inside
ina }wrry.
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I KNOW SOMEONE
wHO wouLD LOVE
TO JOIN IN YOUR
SUMMERTIME FUN!

Luckil)/, these kids didn+ beat me up +he second
Mom s+e‘>\>e& awqy. T}'\ey said ‘H‘\ey were soihs
down to their fis}\ihs spot, and T could come with
them if T wanted.

T not rea”)/ biS on -Fis}'\ihs, bt T ﬁsured T4
Just go aloh3 with these auys +o make Mom )na\a\)y.

T recoshized a few of them from the ‘)ool, and
onh our way down to the stream T learned their

hames.
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T+ turns out one quarter ohly paid for three
minutes of hot water. T 4ried 4o hand the next
person in line a quarter to put in +he slot, but T
couldnt 3e+ his attention.

So T s+e\>PeJ out of the shower to put +he coin
in MYSELF. But T guess +hat was Just the
ovpor‘h;hi'f?/ 'H\is 307 was WAITING for.
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Mom says we ll have a lot of adventures alohs +he
wqy, and now I'™ se‘Hihs kind of excited about
this rip, Foo,

Tn fact, T'm actuall s+ar+ih3 Yo feel a little

bad for ROWLEY. Because while he's stuck in a
borihs museum on ‘H\e oﬂ'\er side of ‘ﬂ\e world, I,m
gonhna be off doihs sameﬂ\ihs req”y WILD.
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’ﬂuﬁ’s not gohna \\a\)\veh ah7/+ime soon, ﬂ\ous}\,
because we dont have ahy MONEY. Ahc{ +he
reason we dont is kind of a |oh3 s+or7/.

WeVe been |ivih3 in Gramma's basement for two
months, and T don+t know how much |oh3er we
can kee\) going like +his. Mom says that one

day we'll look back on this time and smile, but
she’s hot the one who has o share a futon with
RODRICK eVery his\\‘h
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ﬂ'\e first ‘H\ihs T noticed was the RAIN, which
was rea“y coming down. Then LIGHTNING
flashed across the sky, and that ex?hihed w}xy
eVeryohe was in such a ‘\urry Yo get out of the Pool.

/ﬂ'\e +eeha3ers and Juicebox were |oh3 gohe, and
S0 was my FAMILY. T rea"y didnt wanna get
electrocuted, so T f:’sure& T4 better get out of
+here , too.

T lef+ the ?ool area and headed for the camper.
But in ﬂ'\e dark and +)ne ran, it was *\ar& to see
w\-\ere I was 30.’?\3.
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So T decided the best move was to let GO and
take m7/ c}mhces.

Luckil 5 +he water wasnt as rocky riowhs+ream,
but it was still moVing fast. By the time T was
able to drqs myself onto the s)nore, T mustve
been a quo\r‘har of a mile from 'H\e |ahdih3 area.
Ahc} I never did find m7l baﬂ\ihg surt, but
‘H\qhk'fuﬂy T found the COOLER.






images/00221.jpg
T checked out the swimming \)oo| hext, and that
was kind of a &isa?‘)oihﬁweht too. T+ was full of
little kids, and their parents werent even kee\m'hg
an eye on them.

Nowa&ays, kids wear these {qu+7 vests, so +)ne7
dont even have 1o learn how to swim. T+s not
like when T was growing up, when you had o
learn the HARD way.
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T know T should feel |uck7 4o be alive at a time
when there’s modern medicine and smartwatches
and peanut butter-filled \Dre+ze|s. But sometimes
T wish T was born a little SOONER so T had a
chance o ac+uq||7' DISCOVER sameﬂ-\ihs.

Because when you find Some‘l')niha hew, ﬂ\e)l
NAME i+ after you.

But 57/ how, eVeryﬂ'\mS worth finding has already

{)eeh d:scoVere&
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T noticed it was rea“)/ s+ar‘h'h3 +o SMELL in
+he bo\‘ﬂ'\room, so T told Dad. He said the reason
it stunk was because we hadnt emp‘h’ed out the
sewage +ank 7e+.

To be )nohes+ wiﬂ\ you 5 I didnt even THINK
about what ha\)\)ehed to our waste in the camper.

Back home, when you flush the toilet, eVery'ﬂ\ih\g
gets mqsically whisked away to some faraway

Place. But in a camper, you’re o\c+uo\||7/ carryihs
that stuff around WITH you.

Tf T had known that beforehand 5 T'm hot sure
T wouldve u\sree& to go on +his trip.
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The lake looked calm and \Deaceful when we first
saw it from the bn’&se. But +odq7/, it was a whole
different scene.

T was expecting +he lake to be clear, like the one
at the fish \wcﬁc}\er}/ , but it looked DIRTY +o me.
And that’s Probab\y because \yeoPle werent Just
using it for SWIMMING.
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You only hear about the animals that SURVIVED
+he flood. But sometimes T wonder if there were
some cool animals that DIDN'T make it onto the

'ﬂ\e way ‘H\e stor goes, after it rained for for
days and for hiaHs, it took 150 Jays for +he
floodwater to 90 back down. Jﬂvﬁ' means Noqh
was stuck on the boat with a bunch of animals,
\7|us his wife and three sons.

Ah& w)neheVer 1 feel sarr7/ -for M)’SC“F |ivih3 n
Gramma’s basement with my 'Farm'l)/ , T think about
Noah and it makes me feel a little better.
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Some ?eo‘ﬂe wanted to take it even FURTHER.
Fivehead said i+ had o be 7/our DAD’S underwear 5
and you had to walk past +he Pre-Hy sirls’

campsites at lunchtime.

/ﬂ\eh +)ne 3u7/s 30+ into an drgumeh‘f about
whether the underwear should be clean or dir )
and 'H\ihss got \D\wysical again. But T was ac+ua||7/
GLAD, because it gave me +he o‘>\>or+uhi+7/ T
needed +o s|i\> away.
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And once that doors locked, T can do ahy-ﬂxihg
T WANT.

ARE YOU ALMOST
DONE IN THERE?

| JIGGLE
% E //©

But sometimes I 3e+ myseh[ in TROUBLE in ‘H\e
ba‘ﬂ'\room. Once, I almost broke my ribs w}\eh I
was Pre+eh&ih3 to be S\)ider-l"\ah in the shower.

117





images/00215.jpg
A few other kids Joihe& us, and THEY all had
hicknames, too. So T guess +hat's a ﬂ\.'hs around
here.

%% o
CUTTER REGULAR
W FIVEHEAD MARCUS
Juicebox dske& me MY hame, and I 'Fisured since
eVeryohe ELSE was usihs que-u‘) names, T mis)(\+

as well, oo.






images/00214.jpg
T+ turns out it was Jus+ a JOKE, and the
\Dic+ure was sameﬂ\ihs Rodrick found online. But
even after T KNEW it was a Joke, T still felt
like Some-H\ihe was in the middle of my back for
the rest of +he Jq)/.

Mom said everyone should take a shower, since i+
had been two days and we were starting to stink.
Rodrick went first, and he was in there for at
least half an hour. So when it was my +urn, there
was ho hot water lef+.

Dad checked the propane tank and said it was

em\ﬂy, whic)n meant it was cold showers from

how on. No ohe was )navvy about ‘H\a‘b es‘)ecia“)/
FOM:
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When T arrived at the bathhouse, the line was
alrea&y quP\)e& around the buil&ihs. And T got
+o know my fellow campers a li+tle better than T
WANTED +o.

nce,
and 9uys would go ohe wa and 3ir|s would 90 +he
other. But it turns out this place didn*t have those
kihc{s 01[ bouhdaries.
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The billboard was for this \)lace called the Family
AdVeh‘fure Center. Usua“y, w}\eheVer ﬂ\e word
"famil)/“ is part of sameﬂ\ihs , its a warhing o

s+a>/ away. But the ?ic'h;res on the s.’sh made me
+hink this \)lace could be DIFFERENT.

We had to backtrack about two hours to find the
adventure center, but it didnt really matter since
we weren+t rea”y Keaded qh)/where +o {)esih with.

T have o sa7/ 5 +his ‘>|ace was Vre‘H')/ cool. There
were a million activities, and T wanted to do them

ALL.
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After we \Darked, Mom unloaded +he camping
chairs while Dad +ried +o 'Fisure ouvt *\ow to flush
the sewage tank. T wanted to be as far away as
Possi'ble when he 9ot THAT process started, so
T 4old Mom and Dad T was gohha go off and
ex\)|ore the campsrouhd.
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T think the 3u>/ at the cam\aihs store stressed
Dad out, because after we \)qid for all the stuff,
we kind of rushec} out of -H\ere. Ahd we were
halfway home before realizihs Rodrick was missing,

and we }md o 90 BACK.

Qq LFAVMOCKS ]

A'Her ‘H\a‘h we drove to Gammie's house to \)ick

vp Uncle Gary’s camper. T guess Dad had ‘H\ous}ﬁ’
it was Vre++7/ much ready +o 90, but it was a
total MESS inside.

T remember Dad telling me that when Uncle Gary
30+ his first car ) he used to keeP a bunch of
sqrbase inside so no one would STEAL i+. Well, T
think Uncle quy had the same idea when i+ came
+o his camper.
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Luckﬂ)/, ‘\\oc\‘\ didnt }\o\Ve +o make room on board
for whales and fish, because they wouldve taken vp
a TON of space. And 'H\ey ?robqbly didnt even
know the flood was \\c\\)\)ehihs to besih with.

But i+ doesnt make a lot of sense that Noah
let BIRDS on the ark, since ‘H\ey could Ve Just

FLOWN. Ahcl T bet ke resre‘Hecl +hat decision
n's}vf awqy.
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T+ 4urns out the \>|ace we s+o\>\>ed for the his}ﬁ
was a \Dublic \Dark. Little Leasue practice started
first ﬂ\ihs in the morhihe, and we were \)arked
rish‘l' over the \)i‘fc\'\er’s mound.

Luckil , we were able to take off before some kid
broke a ‘hi"is"\‘f with a line drive.

Mom said she didht want a repeat of 7es+er&q
and asked everyone to think of sameﬂ\ihs we could
do that was 3uarah+eed FUN. And that’s when
T remembered a billboard T saw the dqy before.
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Aﬁer Dad 3o+ out of beci, }\e started cookihg
\)dhcakes and eg9s on +he sridc“e. Mom was Just
getting back from the bathhouse and she gave me
+he scoop oh how ‘H\ihss worked up +here.

She said you had o \Day for the shower with

quaH’ers, and gave me a few. ’ﬂ\eh s‘we told me
that T needed to s+o‘> b)/ the lavndromat and
move our clothes from the washer o the dryer.

T really didnt like the idea of taking a shower
ina \)ublic ’Duil&ihs. When you live in a house with
our family, +he bathroom is +he onl ‘7|ace you
can get an PRIVACY. So when T'm in there,

Thmin m7/ own little world.
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]:’Ve 30+ Some queS‘h'ohs about ‘H\e Noa}x’s Ark
story, though. For starters, T wanha know
w\wy Noah let venomous creatures like snakes

and scorpions on board. Because if i+ was ME, T
would Ve used the oﬂ:oﬁuth Yo leave a few of
+hose 3“7'5 BEHIND.

RUMBLE

Ah& ‘H\eh I wouH)\/e used ﬂ\e extra space for
more of the GOOD animals, like puppies and
\'\edee)noes and those \7)/3'“7' \\i\)\)o?o-l'qmuses.
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T was actuall starting to run out of oxygen
when sameﬂ\ihg WEIRD }m‘)\)eheé. There was
a flash of |i3}\+, like someone took a picture

uhderwa‘l'er. Ah& ‘H’\eh eVeryohe s+dr+eci 3e+'h'h3
out of the \:ool.

Teh seconds later , it was erv\\)'l'y exce\7+ for ME.
Ah& +¥\o\+)s w)neh I came to ‘H\e surface.
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But Mom Sdu'ci some of }\er best {rieh&s o +)nis
dqy are \>eo\>|e she met at summer camp when she

T +4old Mom i+'s DIFFERENT from when she was
growing up, and it’s a lot harder to make friends
with strangers howadays. But Mom said she could
hel\D me with that.

T was \-\o‘)ihs Mom would Just dro? . But
ten minutes later, a group of boys ‘)asseJ b
our camper carryihs ﬂs%ihs ‘>o|es. And before
I could STOP }\er, Mom started in wiﬂ\ ﬂ\e

ih‘h’oducﬁ ons.
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When we got back +o camp, Mom asked Rodrick +o
check me for ‘h’ckS, since T'd been off the +rail.
He looked me over and told me T had a HUGE
+ick ris*ﬁ in the middle of rv\)/ back.

B S

Rodrick said the tick mustve been on me for
a w}\ile, because it looked like it was about 4o

BURST. And T almost \)assed out when he
s\\owed me 'ﬂ\e \)ic+ure }\e +ook on }\is V}xohe.

iz

Z
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T+ 4urned out the whole camp was early +o bed,
early 1o rise. We didht even need to set our
alarm clocks because our heighbors let us know

w\'\eh it was time to 3e+ up-

Believe i+ or hot, some 307/ was Joihs WOOD
CARVINGS at his CGM‘JSH’C. T wanted to give him
a ?iece of my mind 5 but when T saw the chain saw ,
T 'Fisurecl ma?/{)e T could let it slide this one ime.
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Plus, we needed a compass if we got lost, a

shakebite kit if someone 3o+ bH, and a flare gun
if ‘ﬂ\ihss REALLY 30+ bad.

By the time we checked out, T was a little shook
vp- Ahcl I )naVe +o aclmH, Gramma’s basement
didn*t seem so TERRIBLE ahymore.
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Mom said eVeryohe was OVERREACTING, and
+hat b morning someohe would repair +he bridge
and eVery‘H\ihs would 90 back to normal.

But when his)n'f fell, 'H\ihss at the camPSrouhd
got a whole lot WORSE. And when one of +he
deluxe campers got ‘h'\)\)?.c} over b}/ \Deovle who
+)nou3¥'\+ 'ﬂ\e)/ were ‘woqrdihs cahhed food and
toilet paper inside, Mom fihally admitted ﬂu’hgs
were SERTOUS.

Now we ALL wanted to get ovt of +his \>|o\ce,
bot ho{)ocb/ could fisure ouvt HOW. Ah& ﬂ\a‘r‘s
when T ‘H\oug\ﬁ' of the STREAM.
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We ran to the hic}ihs spot we used earlier in the
day qh& took a minute to ca+c\\ our breqﬂ\.

E veryone was in the mood to celebrate, but Juicebox
seemed WORRIED. He said +hose teenagers would
be comihs for us ) and that the camp director was

gohha be mad we made a mess at +)ne shack s\'\d\ck.

Cutter said we should make a PACT that if one of
vs got caus\'\-f, nobody would rat dh}lohe else out.

And eVeryohe seemed o like that idea.

But it got comvlicq‘fecl when we started +q|l<ih3
about what the PehaHy was for BREAKING +he
\Dac‘h because eVeryohe )nac} a different idea of
what that should be.
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