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Ever since they took down +he ovtdoor hoops

at our school, there havent been a lot of places
where kids can So now come _to our

house, and Dad has to park down the street

when he gets home from work.

Dad told Mom he wanted +o take the hoop down,

Jzu-fMamSgL&s\:gwas\:m‘lW‘t}mikjdswe

T guess T wouldn't have minded too much, either,
Mﬂ%ﬂdﬂh?kﬂoﬂu&nbs-rop.
Al sifgsarion Toeadbing chsbed) e e gl
ihasggu?asges:ﬁljom-tberesamshgﬁ&
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ion, because there were

&ﬁigue‘ssthg\&mcﬂ;%smmd:gmdmthﬂr
ka{mmJummgmmimh,

some LEFTOVERS in there, +oo.

There were even a half-filled bottle of ketchup and -
a full bottle of mustard in the cooler, but Yusef and
Rd)y ueren"f‘taocbmsyqbaﬁﬂmrref_&shmnis.

T guess they figured theyd take every bit of fuel
ﬁ%mﬁ%m iy Y
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S&Emg«s%o‘r back to our classrooms after
+he competition, we were all bummed that the

cafeteria ladies were the ohes to win the &d)/ off
from school. And we were hervous because we
heard ‘ﬂ:g\jahi:tacs were_gohha have o fill in for
ﬂl&r’\ &unhs |uh$}L

.2 0A)

s )y
5

DAY

|| oo st v s
Bu+13msst\3£ssbao|kmdwaseaih5tobe
an uely scene, So rig}ﬁ before the last bell rang,
Vice P\:ihgj?al Ro?/ made an announcement that
EVERYONE would be getting Friday off.

-
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While we were going over the plays, the stands
started filling up. T was nervous to play in front
of a crowd, but it turns out T didnt need o
uacrycabmdd.ﬁemuseubgb(lmda?aiel\udin
his starting linevp, T wasnt in it.

We were_playing against Franklin, which is a_town
that's twenty minutes down the road from us.
Things got off 4o a rocky start when Franklin
won the opening tip-off and took it all the way
down o the other end for a layup. And that set

the tone for the rest of the game.
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So before practice tonight T put together a
permission form and got my teammates to sign it.

I hereby authorize
: - i i .
a film or television series and any subsequent

—sequels, throughout the universe and in
~perpetuity.

SIGN HERE

/Uagah]?/v_enso_huhoegkmgmmabau‘f&m
Yusef, who said he'd have 1o ask his parents before
he could sign the form. But after T promised to
giie\:immylmsbmks&rth:mﬁthre‘e&?@
he was on board, +oo.

CRIBBLE
SscPASSLE
\)
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T#s not like T was getting a lot of playing time

ﬂnﬂmhahl?/\zu‘rm
+he kids who were GOOD, and the rest of us sat

on the bench.

mmﬁmimhﬁ"mﬁm@"m&\n

mssglineme'ﬁara{hgmameni.
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T have no idea how the Banshees lasted so long in
the fournament without a win, because those girls
were TOUGH. But when T saw the two teams

MIcmddmuhytthu%SWesiﬂlhﬂr&

The two teams lef+ were the original Huskies
and the Funky Dunkers. And they both looked

gq.«mllytenciﬂg‘tom&saijmen%mgj_sgm_

Mibhosubs.&oelehthm@bt\:ﬂ?/\zﬁuyqami
ﬁﬂ}:i,tbgymboy‘fofggsﬁ‘thﬁehi%
ibﬂmmnit\nﬂ?/bgc{‘toﬁmusin‘tbe\:m
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isy_ebj‘mymahgyah‘zoycarh_o\ndohcof‘thm
Smnﬂ;{ogm_ﬂnSgLLBﬁubcbI‘hmhed‘tomlk
&amtbgm&emmn&tkgremsam

oy
noise that shook the whole stadium.
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mejzmghibiswdgoggmgs%mmm&a
;m?ytermahiiorsommldqﬂ\zlg?/ggmgsmthg
van. But T guess it was 4o much for the vehicle’s
gle_c:tcmls?as:temtobmdk,bemmmwto
pull into a repair shop when the circuit board got
overloaded.

REPAIRS
WHILE-U-WAI

1o use the restroom after eating half of the

cbmdm-cmmdrqmﬂb_y&m&%mn
iﬁm@bmlef+m‘:mmsmherﬂmnmme&.d
immband?/mdgﬁtotb:tmgmnimﬁm

Since 'ﬂms was a b‘ﬂ com?e:ti:h'on. r :t\mugb:t it
would be held at a calJng campus or a convVention
;eh:terarmm‘.ﬂ:ihg,
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Slacksville managed to get past us, and they
qu&u&mtﬁewmmm@ﬁ,
they had LAPPED us.

E

1o get rid of an old mattress. We might not ever

beat those guys in sports, but at least our town

doesnt SMELL.
9
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Mytegmmg:tesuere\zr impressed, and after
MEVERYQNEQ&GM
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h.'gl::t, it was \1re.:H7 abv.o;_: X
ﬂ)g m:oho;ng t:ke ‘tegmnd u}m wasnht.
B G . .
”‘g;:: tbey needed to decide which ki:ms gohna
: the final spot, because t\n?/ made the bottom
39.:!'

if we
o
T e
magiomc;mm.g}im B‘:ﬁ' after ﬂmi{. experience, Tm
no+ms:t|?/\mldih5m7/BREAT
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The homeroom Mrs. Bosh is most worried about

is Mrs. Epsteins, because she’s got a bunch of
athletes in her class. And one of the kids is Jesse
ngg,ubosia?&dbukineg}:ihgm&TMCE
AMSobecauHcam?ﬂginEngPayanemaretim

JESSE RANGE

But the team T'm most nervous about is Mr.
Rafsmm&mtﬁgmmne&imim_
bamgmam/\ndan?&l&]?a?/ metbasegu?s
g_r_eeahng\ﬂg?/DIRTY.
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move the ball up the court. But now our team was
thmﬁpm&m&mbskﬁd&dmm
+he defensive end.
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‘t\m:f‘thjsuou[dmgkga

lhfm.i,_]:_ms_ﬂmnk%
s.emiwe.shmmyhew-tegmg:tes.

IgoMm?L,Mamuqsngl::}qboﬁsgartsbrmgm&
puaple together. Afta the gane, me and the guys
mnj’ou‘f{arumAn&uem\mmngw
much fun that we decided +o have SECONDS.

We were even talking about getting the team
together and doing this all over again NEXT
year. And even though that could be fun, T think
M}wwwwm%ﬂrem
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O;Lrtegmms-trfmsn:tstesj"to.[_oﬂowCoAsh
Paﬁkhew\zlg?c;hu+idm+
who was an X and who was an O, so it was just

SCRATCH

Coach Patel started yelling at the kids on

the bench like what was happening out there
masOUR&uli.AnJIJuSia&iedhkeIm
M&mdw&:ﬁgﬁuﬁﬂhﬁm






images/00180.jpeg
B)/theebdafthcsggmmlyl"\amgndq&w
o-tbgr‘mren:tsmmgtotbcggm/\ndbyﬂ:m
even the REFS ue_ren+V_e?LLh5¢j*teb:t|oh.

lalgue_mm\mg\v u\:mﬂ:esmsanémﬂyen&s&
Mmngogd:Pqielaneofthosemiary
MSMM&MQMMQM%
But T hope he ook a REAL shower when he got
home, because that thing was full of SWEAT.
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Sg:tuc&%x

was our first game of the season, and it
msd‘ﬂ:ce]f_mgn:tqryssbads%m.(;m&lnpqztd
asked everyone to get there a half hour early so

MLPaierhmdusahne_w‘zlg?Lshg
which looked like they rustve 4aken all right
io&rqwu.‘z.ijuﬂha\ledtheot‘aersu?&sm
mgwgdbmmm&msmm‘zkie
gibberish +o ME.
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Iwgnia&totaakukeTHESES%me&An#
know how to get started. And when T went

SO HOW MUCH
WEIGHT IS

ACTUALLY ON
THIS THING?

an
U .

After a while, T realized the people in there

ueneb+miere$ie4m£d*2m5¢{1esinnﬂr_hke_m§q_m
T was on my OWN. And the first #hing T had
to decide was which muscles to start working on.

T figured T should probably focus on y arms and
%wbakhkﬁfmﬂemsbn?_e.
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Mc.qugltaldusueuereth:retoplgybAskgj:bglL
not to goof around. Then he made us put
everything back in the closet where we found it.

TVe read that basketball started off with a bunch
ofsu%s\mr:ﬁngqmm&m:t\:q[mﬂxrmgrfmﬂ
qummwi’sm‘zﬂw
the WORLD. But if the coach had been anything

MMMWMME&M
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Jgsjyg_o\r the state was planhing oh putting a
b%mge&m?mmtmn.Bﬁﬁem&m
;_\mnsgstommnmelqﬂs,s;)-ﬂ:gsig:tebg&

:to\lu‘f‘t\nﬁdm?
bmc&tbgyreno+taoHAPPYQboy+tt,ej:ﬂacr

cﬁbéﬁb@

e.n-tl:g‘m:kant\:g?mt\:ofldy and

+his year the people of Slacksville wanted +o
donate the wood.
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YOU REACH,
I TEACH!
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So T chucked it with all my right. O

When T launched i#, everybody just FROZE, and

it felt like time stood still. An&qﬂan?zbmi?z could
do was watch as the ball flew through the air.
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VT L. &






images/00056.jpeg
And now the lunch ladies are getting in on the

sgmka&wthgy&emtedTRADMngsto
the fastest girl in our school, Ava Hollis, +o
Mmlo?isdass,mdbggﬁ’ﬂmm&}xﬂ_,u\mk
g‘z‘mﬁeh:tl?gaj{zemhs:ﬂht&s‘mhgem

All this trading has got Mrs. Bosh thinking about
making some moves of her OWN.
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Aﬂmehecﬂ‘to&oNQ\A/Lsumﬂmstoumgmghisa
T can sell the rights to one of those studios that
makes feel-good movies. And T can already see
i\:ﬁgas:tex‘ihmyhﬂdi
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Things got so out of control in the fourth

quarter that Coach Patel put me and the rest of
the bench in. But if he was hoping we'd give our
team a spark and turn things around, he mustve

To be honest, T cant even remember what the

final score was. All T remember was that on
&ﬂe&m?_lg%gmdﬁgiisbmdd’legﬁmare
\21@}6[\9‘5}*&

The only +thing Dad said was +hat if this was
ssore.Isugss were both 4rying to make me
M&m,bﬁ&ﬂn}r@ﬁ
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OCTOBER

T was really hoping Mom would just forget about
making me join a team, but she’s been pressuring
me every single day.

uah+e1enhg1e-to[en1eﬂnmw}ms‘tomm?eie,
But T guess she's too old to get excited about
ubﬁt\:mssmwbghkgmtbem
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The reason T'm bringing this stuff up is because
iadn?/msmﬁcsjawqygmmdofcmsed
mpnjlggksmﬂg,‘\;eﬁequggs?/{mhhguhﬂn
m&x:oys‘mﬁ‘tb:sjgn,heggmi\mih-them
+here in YEARS.

SLACKSVILLE

"Jewelrytown"
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’U::ns\::tddeygrfmgqudhwaf_djto

lose her ver bsjggmmdﬂmis\acmmeﬁms
mn&grsési:coul&'\mdmmyt\msDIFFERENT
1o change the outcome. Mom said she didnt want
LlSto}mleqnyregre:tLSomnecAgA-tolgﬂe

T+ was a good speech and all, but the difference

between Moms team and our team was that her

:tmmms-trfhs‘to\zcmﬂxymﬂmBEST,mi
we were just 4rying not to be the WORST. So the
:trutbis,mdidn"frmﬂ?/hggdthgexirqmaiim

I ubﬁbmsbmﬂu?qj"ﬂm
+ournament, knew who we were. But
after setting off the fire alarm last night,
EVERYONE did.

200





images/00064.jpeg
’ﬂngﬂhgleienjuqsﬂ;gh@-of-wqr,médcgmg

dowh to Mrs. Bosh’s team versus the lunch ladies.
Mrs. Bosh’s team was gonha win

for SURE, but the lunch ladies outlasted them
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" his mom, urges’him to ‘give ' g
", sports ‘one ‘more chance, . =
A he' reluctantly ‘agrees’ to ' o

i sign up, for'basketball.
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o0tNK
1 \/ . .

Tryouts are a mess, and Greg is sure he won't make the cut But he
unexpectedly lands a spot on one qf the town s teams. i
‘As Greg ‘and his new teammates start, the season, their,chances’ ;
- of winning‘even a smgle game look slim. But in sports, ahythlhg
canhappen.,,‘,. 7 ity
When everythlng is.on the line and the ball isin Greg s hands, wn||
|1e rise to the occaswn” Or wnll he blow h|s blg shot” !
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Bu+u\3gntbgrqggsjqrted4iéhgll?/mdgﬁiaQL
because T'm FAST. She traded for me because T'm
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Bu+a£ewki&smm?/+ggmtmkcm¢}>qid
mﬁ,se;ﬁmmmr@b%&hm
then Ruby Bird took down Slacksville’s certer.

mmtﬁgmnsﬁa
o OTLER

for some reason.
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Coach kept Yusef in for the whole first half,
gndbgmssomgjythﬁbcbg&‘toucmeoﬁ
MMEﬁIM&M&L?mnsﬂow
into the COOLER, because there were still some
bottles of water in there.

legisgd,elerxamugsﬂredupaftertbgi
s*zeethyCogsthieLBu-rISuzssthm
Scotland had something we DIDN'T, hesgussthg
M&Mof&ggamesiertedoﬂalojhkgﬂx_
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Eoven though we mjﬂ:gdalo*rof()l?m‘z&sm%
T still dont understand the way everything works.

For one thi T dont see hand
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