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. f OH YEAH...FUNNY
HANG ON . 4 s j STORY! SO IT WAS

OFFICER! AMBULANCE Vad ' HALLOWEEN.
IS ON THE WAY! e / : . —
| WAS COMING FROM

" THIS GUY WAS TRYING
ROB TWO GIRLS IN AN ALLEY.
& | FIGURED | MIGHT
SCARE HIM OFF. IT
WAS mmc ENOUGH... IJ
=t

THE GLUN | CARRIED E
WAS FAKE...

HE'S BLEEDING |
LIKE A FAUCET!

THEY SAIDP N
FIVE MINUTES!

FIRST GIRL TO
ACTUALLY PAY
ATTENTION TO
ME IN YEARS...

STILL...THERE
ARE WORSE WAYS
TO DIE, | GUESS...

E

NOT BAD
AT ALL, SAMUEL
LEWIS.



I'M SANTA .
 CLAUS! J

AND I'M
HERE BECAUSE I'M
4 IN PIRE NEED OF
SOME ELVES!
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-
Matt Excell (Order #20891354) 'J,



I :
* ' > 2 (¢ Ll— Uro
\ : Ay HEE! E BLOODOATH
; BIND
X —_— - E Th

N\ \ _

~J

BLOOD, SEALED
BY SPIRIT!

OH, WHAT
THE Fo€K???

BWAHAHA




DO You
FIND Us
AMUSING?

EXTREMELY!

| THIS STUFF IS
PRICELESS!

THIS "STUFF'
IS A BLESSED
RITUAL. ANCIENT
KNOWLEDGE FASSED
ON FOR CENTURIES/

OUR VIEWS
ON ITS "PRICELESS
NATURE" MAY
DIFFER!

ANCIENT KNOWLEDGE
THERE!

KEEF

IT UP!

IT'S GONNA
WORK
GRRREAT!

T T W S T S PUT B

>

N

WE HAVE
A SKEPTIC
. HERE! A sap, BLIND
: MAN WALKING IN
e HIS LITTLE WORLD,
: OBLIVIOUS O
e ELDRITCH f
B\ THAT RUN IT FROM
THE SHADOWS.

Matt Excell (Order #20891.35’{)

I'M AFRAID

YOUR PRESENCE
HERE IS QUITE...
UNDESIRABLE/!




" ELDRITCH
\ FORCES?

UH...UM...
WHO ARE You
ANYWAYS? SOME
SORT OF GRAVE
DIGGER?

(",
THIS?

= Maff Bl Order #20891354)

BAH...LET'S -
GO...THIS PHILISTINE'S
PRESEMNCE HAS DISRUPTED
THE AETHER.

: BOY, |
" CcOULD TELL Y
THI OF ELDRI
FORCES THAT WOULD
TURN YOUR HAIR
WHITE!

WHAT? BECAUSE
OF MY TOOLS HERE?

NAH, I'M
MERELY A... DIGGING
ENTHUSIAST.

DISRUPTED

AETHER.
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SIGH... THESE SAD LITTLE
DWEEBS HAVE BEEN
CRAWLING UNDER THE
ROCKS MORE AND MORE
RECENTLY...

READING THEIR LITTLE
OCCULTISM R US BOOKS...
CHANTING THEIR LITTLE
NURSERY RHYMES...

HOPING BEYOND HOPE
THAT THERE IS SOMEBODY
AT THE OTHER END OF
THAT LINE HEEDING THEIR

THEY WOULD PISS
THEMSELVES
IF THEY KNEW...

YOU WANT TO
TEACH ME OF
THE DARK THINGS
IN THE SHADOWS?

IF YOU EVER SAW
WHAT LURKS
BEHIND THE VEIL...

YOU WOULD FIND
OUT THAT You
CAN BE SCARED TO...

NOT SOMETHING

| USUALLY HEAR...BUT

IT /& APPRECIATED.




OME
WANN, OCCULTISTS
ANNOYED ME.
LISTENING
TO THEM

ANY OF 5
A\ THEM GIFTED? / il o

/ AND JUST
AFTER WE LOST
<AREN...

y IT JusT
FEELS LIKE THEY
WERE SPITTING IN
THE FACES OF
OUR FALLEN.

| WAS PLAYING
IT COOL AND ALL
BERNIE, BUT |
SWEAR...

| WAS
HALF A STEP

NECROMANCERS SEEM = | BERNARDETTE |
) BE TARGETING THE NEW TR THE REAFER.

B cHe 1S our [
GENERAL IN :
THIS WAR, |8

WARN YOU SAM...

GRIEF IS A
LUXURY FOR
Her. U
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OU KNO
YOU KNEW
THEM BETTER THAN JJlil | HAVE BEEN AROUND

| DID. FOR A LONG TIME...
| FORGET
MANY THINGS...

EVERYONE §iB :
DOES... . a8 e NEVER FORGET..
BUT | = 8l WE CHOSE TO FIGHT
REMEMEBER e % THIS BATTLE.
EVERY MEMBER OF
THE L | EVER
| RECRUITED.

IT HAS BEEN
ESPECIALLY BAD
THESE LAST FEW

SERIOUSLY SAM...
IF YOU DIE I'LL KILL
you!

BERNIE....DURING : e ) MY FOURTH
MY SECOND YEAR |Lmov Y YEAR | WENT EASTWOOD
DOWN A JANUS SINGLE . TWO KROONS AND
HANDEDLY... ; i LIVED... NOT EVEN
a ANUBIS CAN MAKE
THAT CLAIM.

DAMN
RIGHT!




BERNIE...

MORTAL
PEOPLE STILL CAN'T _
SEE YOU, RIGHT? K\ . W...WHAT?

: YOU HAVE A
BIRTHDAY?

HELL DID YOU GET . n -

THAT PLAYER? / . | DO NOW...

- MARLENE WAS AN

: ORPHAN YOU KNOW.

IT'S A BIRTHDAY :
GIFT F2OM MAR : : GAVE HER A BIRTHDAY,
GIFT FROM MARLENE. . ¢ E FELT LIKE
ING ME ONE.

UM...WELL,
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
THEN!

I AM
THOUSANDS
OF YEARS OLD.
IRONY IS NOT
B\ LOST ON

ME.

I MUST &
WARN THE OTHERS
NOW...
STAY
VIGILANT

YES
MOM”!

BY THE WAY
YOU WERE TOTALLY
FISHING FOR THAT
"HAPPY BIRTHDAY".

\ —

,,_‘:_‘ T
=
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ACTUALLY

J
Y &0
: THOSE ARE NOT
\ THEY ARE
/ : FOR MY DAD...




-y
IT HAD TO BE )
THIS DAY, 4

I

e

WITH ALL THE
ENTHUSIASM

VERY WELL
-




LACK OF
COURAGE...

LACK OF
STRENGTH.

JUST..THIS IS
THE ONE PLACE
WHERE | KNOW MY
DAD IS GONE...

ANYWHERE ELSE....
| CAN PRETEND THAT HE
YOU KNOW,
AWAY.

| CAN'T

BUT HERE |
THERE IS NO PRETENSE.
HERE MEMORIES
AWAKEN.

HE WAS ALWAYS
THERE FOR ME WHEN
| NEEDED HIM.

BUT IN HIS
WR OF NEED |
7O NOTHING.
CANCER WAS
EATING HIM FROM
WITHIN. /

DAMN : o
SHOVELHUMPING A EO0OD
ASSHOLE... FPARENT CAN
MAKE ALL THE
DIFFERENCE
IN YOUR
LIFE.
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SO...LIKE
YOUR TATTOO?

WHAT DO R~
U MEAN BY AN OLD MYTH

ERFUL? MY PROFESSOR

: TAUGHT ME... 4

Matt Excell (Order #208!



CLARA, DO
YOU BELIEVE IN
AN AFTERLIFE?

PEOPLE WHO

MADE THIS SIGIL DID.
IN FACT IT WAS MORE
THAN MERE BELIEF!

THEY KNEW
IT FOR A FACT.

FOR INSTANCE...
WE KNOW THAT LIFE
IS FRAGILE,
FLEETING.

THINK THIS WAS
INEVITABLE.

PALE
COURT?
JON...WHAT
ARE YOU...

STILL, IT
CHANGES NOTHING...
THIS IS BIGGER THAN

BOTH OF USs...

Matt Excell (Order #20891354)

THEY MADE
CONTACT WITH AN OLD
POWER... AND LEARNED

MUCH...

BUT SHE
TAUGHT ME BETTER! Y
REVEALED THE TRUTH
ABOUT DEATH,AND
THE PALE COURT!

STRANGELY...
THAT WAS NEVER
A PART OF OUR

PLAN.

JON YOU
ARE FREAKING
ME OUT
HERE...
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CLARA...I WISH
IT COULD HAVE GONE
DIFFERENTLY!

' AND | NEED YOU
\ TO DO THAT NOow!

7 NOW COME
il FOrR ME viGIL!
I | KNOwW YOU ARE

L CLOSE!

FACE ME!




COME VIGIL!
| CAN SMELL YOUR
PRESENCE!

I'M GUESSING
YOU ARE THE ON

CALLED THE
DIGGER?

Matt Excell (Order #20891354)
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WELL...THE
IMPORTANT
ONES ARE
FASHIONABLY

BECAUSE,
NECROMANCER...

IT'S TIME
TO SAY H TO |
My Boys! 4

Matt Excell (Order #20891354)



THEY WILL %
MISS AN AMAZING

ASSWHOOPING!

¥ ——
rder #20891354) \




ONE AT
A TIME MEN!
THERE IS

YOU TALK N
NONSENSE
A SAMUEL!

&Oo0D TO
THERE IS £ ok . . A\ ey A KNOW, GUNNAR.
BARELY ENOUGH . 3 : GROSS...BUT GOOD
BLOOPBATH HERE _ v “rhe A B, TO KNOW!
TO WASH MY . | 2 -
ARMPITS!

Matt Excell (Order #20891354)



WE HAVE

WE HAVE THOUSHT! = >
WE HAVE THOUGHT! / v - oy
y /

WE HAVE -’.-':L-C—i-.'.’f o

BE PROUD
SAMUEL, AT LEAST
YOU TAKE YOUR
PUNCHES LIKE
A MAN/

UGH, NOT
MUCH OF A
COMFORT!

b/ COMFORT
N IS FOR WOMEN
AND SOFT
MEN! —
GUNNAR, :
SHUT THE F... 4

OH CRAP!
EVERYONE, TAKE
COVER!!! .

FROM THAT?
YOU ARE A FLNNY MAN
SAMUEL! | SHALL WEAR
ITS SKULLS AS A...

THIS BEAST
IS AFTER YOU.

7§ NOW, AND THERE 15




KILL HIM, ™
AND GET ME
HIS VEILRIPPER,

WELL THIS
BATTLE JU
TOOK A NOSEDIVE
DOWN A CLOGGED
TOILET.

HOW TH
HELL DID A
LITTLE PISSANT LIKE
HIM MANAGE TO
DRAG THAT THING
THROUGH?

Matt Excell (Order #20891354)

WHERMH |8 HEPPP

TAKE HIS BONES

SN B % i ks

SEENDI FIND NOW!! Yie o
a SHRED iy | PIRRSSS
QP MM caLLt .
caa

SHRIEK!!




OH SHUT

THE HELL UP &
ALREADY!

3 (BE SELON
.;I i 3
A BESET L

, SSTILL
BE/59T|LL

e

2
|

b
SHINY THING

2 red S l-?
S

I
i,

WE SSING IT
LASNOIDNGS!
HE LASST SONG!
WE SSING IT
THE LASST SONG!

 ——



WELL AIN'T THIS ]
JUST TOO DAMN

FAMILIAR... y

LEANING AGAINST
SOME WALL AND
ABOUT TO DIE...

| HATE BANSHEES... GOT HIT BY A
LESSER ONE ONCE. MY EARS WERE
RINGING AND | COULDN'T WALK
TILL BERNIE FIXED IT... A SINELE
TOUCH FROM HER AND | WAS
GOOD AS NEW.

AND BOY COULD | UsgE
THAT TOUCH RIGHT
ABOUT NOW.

BERNIE...

PARTY
AINT OVER YET,
NECROMANCER.

Matt Excell (Order #20891354)



By~ TR

4

)

HUGIN,
DESTROY THAT
ABOMINATION!

A WHILE
EASTED ON
BANSHEE!

Matt Excell (Order #20891354)

| MEAN...| DID
WEAR THAT
BANSHEE OUT.

B WHY YESH

HMPF..AND... Wi
THANK YOU.

i ANYTIME
SAM!







NECROMANCERS CRINGED
WITH FEAR AT A MERE
MENTIONING OF "THE RAVEN"

OH SURE, THEY FEARED

: “THE REAPER" BUT IT WAS MORE OF

3 : AN ABSTRACT FEAR. AS MY FRIEND

JAMES "THE CARPMASTER" LIKED
TO SAY, BERNIE WAS WAY TOO
HIGH-LEVEL TO FIGHT THEM.

HUGIN ON THE OTHER HAND...

HE WAS A TANGIBLE,
POWERFUL THREAT...

. | TAUGHT THE NECROMANCERS
TO RESPECT "THE DIGGER"

/ BUT OH YES, THEY FEARED
) 'THE RAVEN"

ﬁ (Order #20891354)



CAN'T HAVE
YOU LEAVING B

CAN'T HAVE
THAT!

YOU TOOK

MY FATHER YOU

Matt Excell (Order



WHAT'S
HAPPENNING?

LIKE I'M
ERODING.

ME?

g YOUR LINK
WITH THE ENEMY
HAS BEEN
SEVERED.

THEN WHY IS
THIS TEAR IN
THE VEIL NOT

CLOSING?

Matt Excell (om_eW '



IT'S CERTAINLY
W NOT THE BANSHEE
i\ THAT'S KEEPING IT
OPEN.

HUEIN, HAVE
YOU EVER SEEN
A TEAR LIKE THIS

ONE?

NOT
SINCE HEINRICH'S
UPRISING. THIS
DOES FEEL
SIMILAR.

S0 IT'S
NOT JUST ME

YOU BREAK % W | CAN CLAM
THE LINK? B i Her FOR THE
. \ \ DEATH VIGIL.




| ALWAYS
LOVED HOW
YOU CAN TOUCH
SOMEONE AND
KNOW THEIR

HER IN THE M
OF THAT RIFT.

CLARA JENKINS!
DON'T BE SCARED,
| AM HERE FOR YOULS

Matt Excell (Order #20891354




"DRAG HER
OUT OF THAT RIFT
SAM", YDON'T WANT
HER TO GET FREAKED
OUT...*

YOU SHOUD HAVE
SEEN WHEN WE BROUGHT
BACK JAMES... SHE ENDED

UP CHASING HIM FOR
TWELVE CITY BLOC

OKAY LOOK!

DO | LOOK ANYTHING
SER

THIS IS
REAL...
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BUT SOMEHOW
YOUR sOUL IS USED TO
FEED THAT TEAR
AND KEEP IT

OPEN.

IT WILL




CAN | LEAVE?

LIKE, IF | GO FAR

EVEN THE DEAD HAVE THEIR .
STAGES OF DEALING WITH
DEATH...BUT IN THE END WE . [ 7
DO JUST THAT... IS
_ 4 FROM THIs

WE HAVE TO.

| AM SORRY,
CLARA, YOU GOT
DPRAGGED INTO OUR
WORLD...INTO
OUR WAR.

I...DON'T THINK S0...

| CAN CLAIM
SOUL AND MAKE YOU
OF THE VIGIL!

O

WE ARE
THE DEATH VIGIL,
GIRL. SAFEKEEPERS
OF ALL LIFE

Matt Excell (Order #20891354)




AAAND MY HAIR
IS NOW WHITE...SIGH...
WHY NOT?
OKAY, SO
WHAT'S THE
DEATH VIGIL?

ANCIENT LEAGUE
OF IMMORTAL PROTECTO
BURDENED WITH DUTY OF
PREVENTING THE PRIMORDIAL
ENEMY FROM ESCAPING THE
UNDERPLANE OF EXISTENCE
AND DEVOURING

YOU KNOW...

| MISS BEING
ABLE TO PUKE...

| NEVER THOUGHT
| WOULD EVER MISS
THAT...

IS DEVOURING'
THE RIGHT
WORD?
E DRINKING

T ?
CKING UP : o

LIKE SFAGHETTI!

ALL LIFE.

YOU ATE
WORMS...

I'M SORRY,
CLARA, RIGHT?

CLARA, I'M s
SAM, AND | HAVE BEEN ’
WITH THE VIGIL FOR TWELVE
YEARS NOW...

TRUST ME,
WE HAD NO INTENTIONS
OF BELITTLING YOUR SHOCK
OR FEAR. IT'S
JUST...

= WITH VIESIL YOou
SEE A LOT OF REAL
CRAZY STUFF... SO AFTER
A WHILE YOU
LEARN TO
JUST KIND
OF..ROLL
WITH IT

itt Excell (Order #20891354)



4 | KNOW IT's
NOT MUCH...BUT IF
YOU JOIN Us, YOU WILL BE
CORPOREAL SO YOU CAN
KICK HM IN THE BALLS
PROPERLY. I

Matt Excell (Order #20891354)

SON OF
A BITCH!!!

WHAT'S...
WHAT'S
WRONG WITH
HIM?

YOU MIGHT
SAY HE IS NOW
DEAD ON THE INSIDE.
HE HAS BEEN SEALED.
IT'S...NOT PRETTY BUT
IT IS INEVITABLE.

SO PRESUMING
| SAY YES, WHERE DO S
WE TAKE IT FROM J

FIRST I'LL CLAIM
YOU FOR THE VIGIL B

AND SEAL THIS

TEAR BEFORE... 4

L e




SHIN KHADRA BAR VERANAAA!I!!
HAZOO.

ERED HRAKATOON PAR: :
INDRA DU BABEL! ARE VERANHUN!

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR GGG EEEEHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

WELL.. THAT'S
THE END OF THAT

Matt Excell (Order #20891354)



IF 1
JOIN...THE...

YOU MAY . BUT WE :
OPEN YOUR MUST BREAK YOUR
EYES NOW, 5 S LINK TO THE TEAR,

CLARA, CLARA,

HT!...YoU

AND | ONLY FIGHT THE‘.—"E.,

KNOW OF ONE THINGS?

WAY TO DO :
THAT.

| CAN'T
FIGHT!

WITHIN THE VIGIL
YOU WILL FIND NEW
FRIENDS. YOU WILL HAVE
A NEW FAMILY.

| NEED YOUR
ANSWER NOW,
CLARA JENKINS...

ARE YOU
WITH US?

YEAH, NO, YOU
HAD ME AT YOU WON'T
BE DEAD!

Matt Excell (Order #
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AND
NOT JOINING
MEANS | DIE...

FOR GOOD.

THIS TEAR
WILL BURN YOU
OUT AND THAT
WILL BE THE
END OF
You.

SO MY
CHOICE IS
NOT MUCH OF

A CHOIC
IS IT2

&BQMM)

NO..BUT AS A
VIEIL MEMBER YOU
WILL BE CORPOREAL
AND YOU WILL
NOT AGE.
AS FAR As
PERKS &0 YOU
couLe co
WORSE.

DO IMPROVE THE £

HOWEVER, |
DO RECOMMEND
STAYING AWAY FROM
YOUR FAMILY AND
FRIENDS,

FOR THEIR
SAFETY.

COME ON,
JOIN Us! How
MANY GROUPS
YOU KNOW THAT
HAVE TALKING

AGREE WITH
SAMUEL...WE

QUALITY O

BEING A
MEMBER OF THE
VIGIL MEANS HAVING
DANGEROUS
ENEMIES.

BUT | CAN
PROMISE YOU
THIS







| SEE...
CRANSTON'S

{ IT DOESN'T
MATTER!




WE STILL
NEED SIX
MORE...
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CAN A CARPET REPAIR BOY,
AND AFROG (¢ _

may

« AR,

BE HEROES OF THE
UNIVEBSE?

RATED T+ / TEEN PLUS

RISE OF THE MAGIY2

[
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